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Situation Report – Horn of Africa Crisis 
Somalia 

Date: 19 October 2011 
Reporting period: 12-19 October 2011 

Report #14 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 A total of 77,012 households received monthly blanket supplementary food rations benefitting 
approximately 462,072 people, including 67,925 children under five years of age, in Bay, Bakool, 
Hiran, Middle Juba and Lower Shabelle.  

 A total of 28,259 children are being reached in 280 CFSs now operational in Bay, Bakool, Banadir 
and Lower Shabelle, Lower Juba and Gedo.  

 Al-Shabab threatened Kenya with suicide retaliatory attacks during the week, following reports 
that Kenyan troops are moving across the border into Somalia. Tensions are high across the 
south.  

EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Food security: 

 Deterioration in the north: FAO’s Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) issued its 
Post-Gu 2011 Technical Series Report on 8 October (click here), indicating a deterioration in 
pastoral livelihood zones of Togdheer, Sool and Sanaag due to two consecutive seasons of poor 
rain and a harsh dry Jilaal season this year. FSNAU overall estimates that 215,000 people are in 
crisis in NWZ, a 79% increase compared to post-Deyr 2010, indicating overall that the situation 
has generally deteriorated. Approximately 77% of the population in crisis are concentrated in rural 
areas of Somaliland.  

 Famine in the south: Currently, famine persists in six areas with severely reduced food access, 
high rates of acute malnutrition, and crude mortality. FEWSNET reports (see report here) that 
famine expected to persist through at least the January/February Deyr harvest. Though average 

October‐December rains are forecast, and will support improved crop and livestock production, 
the magnitude of the current crisis is likely to keep food assistance needs far above typical levels 

in April 2012, especially if April‐June rains start poorly. 

IDPs and flooding:  

 Rains continue to affect IDPs, especially in parts of Mogadishu and Gedo reportedly killing two 
children and one pregnant mother in Mogadishu, with one child reported missing. Similar 
conditions were reported from Afgooye during the week.  
 

INTER AGENCY COLLABORATION, CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 

 Many parts of the country (including Bakool, Banadir, Bay, Gedo, Lower Juba and Lower 
Shabelle) are experiencing heavy rains. The rains have been particularly heavy in Gedo region. 
Over 1,000 households have already reportedly been displaced by rains, which are also blocking 
roads and further limiting access to affected populations. 

 The rains have increased the risk of water-borne diseases such as Acute Watery Diarrhea 
(AWD)/cholera, malaria and dengue, as well as the risk of pneumonia due to hypothermia. The 
main challenges leading to increased risk for the population are extreme overcrowding in the 
camps, poor drainage, poor garbage disposal and collection, generally poor sanitary conditions, 
and the weakened health status of the population due to malnutrition.  

 The humanitarian community is trying to reduce the flood risks for IDPs, especially for lower lying 
IDP settlements. On-going and planned mitigating measures include the pre-positioning of 
medication, mass public health promotion (including through mass media), the construction of 
drainage channels, the elevation of latrines, garbage collection, and the distribution of additional 
plastic sheeting. According to the Health Cluster, adequate supplies are in place to manage any 
increase in caseload.  

 The data-collection phase of the Education Cluster Joint Rapid Needs Assessment was 
completed with substantial contributions from UNICEF education partners. The Rapid Assessment 
will provide the first comprehensive picture of school conditions in central and southern Somalia 
since the onset of the famine and the start of the new academic year in early September. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FAOB_101211_ext.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FAOB_101211_ext.pdf
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PROGRAMME RESPONSE 

 
HEALTH: 
 

 Since July, UNICEF and its partners have reached 1,038,203 children aged 6 months to 15 years 
with measles vaccinations in Mogadishu and Baidoa IDP camps, Gedo, Galgaduud, Mudug, 
Lower Juba and Hiran regions (out of a targeted 2.9 million), while 935,811  children aged 6-59 
months received Vitamin A and 190,125 children aged 12-59 months received deworming tablets. 
A total of 187,961 women of child bearing age (WCBA) were vaccinated against Tetanus Toxoid 
(TT) and 452,090 children aged 0-59 months were vaccinated against Polio. Services are being 
delivered through a combination of Child Health Days (CHD) and Measles Plus campaigns, 
depending on the location. 
 
 

NUTRITION:  
 

 Blanket supplementary feeding: Since the start of the programme, 77,012 HH received monthly 
food rations benefitting approximately 462,072 people (including 67,925 children) in Bay, Bakool, 
Hiran and Lower Shabelle.  

 Additional partner reports for July, August and September indicate that a total of 40,757 severely 
malnourished children were admitted at OTP/SC across the country while 75,412 moderately 
malnourished children were admitted at TSFP centres during the three months.  

 In total since January, 92,096 severely malnourished children have been treated at OTP/SC 
centres, while since January a total of 103,163 severely malnourished children and 178,580 
moderately malnourished children have been admitted and treated in UNICEF supported nutrition 
centres.  
 
 

WASH: 
 

 A total of 459,415 people gained access to water (during the reporting period). This includes  
36,602 people who have benefited from construction/rehabilitation of 36 water sources (4 water 
yards, 7 new berkards and 25 rehabilitated shallow wells) across Middle Shabelle, Hiran, Benadir 
and the Juba regions; and 422,813 people who have gained access to safe water through 
chlorination, operations of systems and water trucking/vouchering in Juba, Gedo, Benadir and 
Mogadishu.  A further 10,000 people have been supported with household water treatment, 
including 1,000 affected by the bomb blast in Mogadishu. In addition, sustained access to safe 
water continues to be provided for 600,000 people along the Afgoye corridor in Benadir and 
Mogadishu through chlorination of water supply systems.   

 Regarding sanitation and hygiene, 70 emergency latrines have been constructed benefiting 2,100 
people in Benadir. In addition, 111 people were trained as hygiene promoters in Benadir.  

 The global hand washing campaign, which kicked off on 15 October (still on-going), so far 
reportedly reached over one million people across the country through various local institutions 
(i.e. nutrition centres, health facilities, schools, madrasas, wet feeding centres and IDP camps) as 
well as media sources (i.e. radio, newspapers). On top of providing hygiene and sanitation 
messages, the campaign included hand washing demonstrations and life-saving messages on 
cholera and AWD prevention, as well as distribution of essential supplies (such as soap, buckets 
and aqua tabs). 
 
 

EDUCATION: 
 

 Six weeks into the start of the new academic year, enrolment figures remain strong: over 320,000 
children, nearly half of them girls, are enrolled in 1,379 UNICEF-supported schools in central and 
southern Somalia. However, flood conditions in Mogadishu and Afgooye are causing further 
displacement, potentially disrupting schools in areas that are already strained by major population 
influxes and rising demand for educational services near the capital.  
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 UNICEF is supporting improvements in 
physical infrastructure as well as capacity-
building initiatives to ensure that emergency-
affected schools are able to remain open in 
the coming months. This week, UNICEF 
education partners constructed 49 new 
classrooms with WASH facilities in Banadir 
and Middle Shabelle, benefiting 1,650 boys 
and 1,339 girls, and rehabilitated 13 
classrooms in Lower and Middle Shabelle, 
benefiting 1,170 boys and 859 girls. A further 
6 classrooms, including WASH facilities, are 
now under construction in Lower Shabelle. 
Meanwhile, 112 Community Education 
Committee (CEC) members from Mogadishu 
and the Afgooye Corridor, including 58 
women, were trained in Mogadishu on school 
management, mobilization, and advocacy 
techniques.  

 
 
CHILD PROTECTION   
 

 A total of 280 Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) are operational providing 28,259 children with access 
to essential services and life-saving messages in a protective environment while also supporting 
their transition to formal education. All CFS are providing food support.  A total of 42 CFS in Bay 
and Bakool are distributing monthly food vouchers to 2,080 children, while 96 CFS in Banadir and 
the Afgooye Corridor are providing meals on-site to 5,333 children. In addition, 36 CFS facilitators 
and CEC members in Bay benefited from a three-day training this week on psychosocial issues. A 
total of 24 CFS in Bakool, 8 CFS in Middle Shabelle, and 8 CFS in Mogadishu are now under 
construction 

 A training was conducted for all CFS and other child protection partners on Identification 
Documentation Tracing and Reunification (IDTR) in Mogadishu, as part of the establishment of 
the IDTR system in the south. 

 
 
NFI SHELTER   
 

 UNICEF partners continue distributing Family Relief Kits (FRKs), Insecticide treated Nets (ITN) 
and blankets to returnees in Baidoa and Qansadheere villages. Over the week, 3,220 families 
received FRKs, 2499 families received 2 blankets (each) and 6,020 families received one ITN 
(each). 

 
 
OPERATIONAL ISSUES 

 Since July 1 UNICEF has transported a total of 8,700 Mt. to south central zones in Somalia, 
through 112 chartered flights, 7 vessels and 90 trucks. 

 Insecurity at the border area with Kenya has impacted the Mandera Border crossing. As a result, 
some organisations have had to submit official letters to the Kenyan Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 
permission for humanitarian actors to move relief cargo through the border.  

 Mombasa Port is facing increased waiting times due to rain over the past week, and some vessels 
have been unable to berth due to loading/discharging delays. In general, the average waiting time 
is about three days for conventional vessels, and seven days for larger container vessels. 

 The Logistics Cluster is in the final stages of arranging interagency storage space in Mogadishu 
Port with more than 1,000 m³ storage capacity. 

 
 
 
 
 

Child Friendly Spaces in Bay region supporting 
children with education and recreation activities in 
a protective environment as well as providing food 
support. 



 

 

UNICEF Somalia Sitrep # 14 – 19 October 2011        4/4 

 
FUNDING  

Table 1: Funds Received against Appeal 

  Appeal Sector 2011 Requirements Funds 
Received* 

(US$) 

Unmet requirements 
(US$) 

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH)* 32,565,000 26,945,427 5,619,573 

Health* 31,763,926 36,367,921 -4,603,995 

Nutrition 129,571,663 123,112,749 6,458,914 

Education 27,072,186 18,220,665 8,851,531 

Protection  10,201,617 5,881,971 4,319,646 

Shelter* 9,854,301 9,301,879 552,422 

Cluster coordination 1,410,000 290,503 1,119,497 

Cash Based Response 45,000,000 26,923,048 18,076,952 

Total 
287,438,693 247,044,153 40,394,540 

 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Sikander Khan 
Representative  
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile Phone:   
+254-722-514569 
Email:  
sikhan@unicef.org 

Hannan Sulieman 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile Phone:   
+254-724-55656 
Email: 
hsulieman@unicef.org 

Iman Morooka 
Communication Officer 
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile Phone:   
+254-713 506076 
Email:  
imorooka@unicef.org 

Clelia Barbadoro 
Info Management 
Officer 
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile:  
+254-701 030 565 
Email: 
cbarbadoro@unicef.org 

 
 


