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Situation Report – Horn of Africa Crisis 
Ethiopia 

Date: 19 October 2011 
Reporting period: 12-19 October 2011 

Report #14 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Ethiopia Drought Situation  

• The Deyr rains (October-December rains) have started in all the seven Deyr-receiving zones of the 
Somali Region. According to field reports, good quantities of rains were received in parts of Degahbur, 
Fik, Gode, Korahe, and Wardher zones and all woredas in Afdher and Liben zones. Since 13 October 
2011 all flights to Dollo Ado have been cancelled due to damage to the airstrip caused by the rains. The 
flights have not resumed as of 19 October.   
 

Ethiopia Drought Situation   

• The Deyr rains (October-December rains) have started in all the seven Deyr-receiving zones of the 
Somali Region. According to field reports, good quantities of rains were received in parts of 
Degahbur, Fik, Gode, Korahe, and Wardher zones and all woredas in Afdher and Liben zones. 
These seven Deyr-receiving zones in the Somali Region were most affected by the current drought 
and the recent rains are bringing some relief to the pastoral communities. 

 

• The overall water trucking requirement reduced during the past week, a consequence of the current 
rains. This week’s estimated requirement is 78 trucks nationally down from 157 trucks two weeks 
ago. Currently, 73 trucks are operating, leaving a gap of 5 trucks. 

 

• The subnational measles campaign that began on 25 September 2011 in the drought-affected 
woredas of the Somali Region bordering Somalia is progressing well despite recent heavy rains. The 
first phase of the campaign has been successfully completed in 16 of the targeted 18 woredas. Ten 
of 18 woredas targeted have reported preliminary (intra-campaign) progress reports, reaching 
647,999 (80% of the target for phase I) children with measles vaccine (6 months-15 years). A total of 
225,134 (74%) children 0-59 months also received polio vaccination. 

 
Somali Refugee Situation 

• According to UNHCR, as of 17 October 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps stands at 128,282 (excluding people in the transit center and reception centre). The average 
number of new arrivals for the week of 10-17 October stands at 454. 
 

• Since 12 October, heavy rains have resulted in flooding in many refugee shelters in the Dollo Ado 
camps and hindered provision of assistance including water trucking. Flights have also been 
cancelled, causing delays in the arrival of humanitarian supplies. 

 

• Last week, the school year resumed in two pre-existing schools in Bokolmayo and Melkedida camps. 
In Kobe and Hiloweyn camps, thousands of children are still not learning due to various challenges 
including the process of identifying and training teachers and the establishment of learning spaces.  
Under the leadership of Agency for Refugees and Returnees Affair, partners working in education 
including UNICEF are accelerating the response to educational needs in the camps to ensure 
schools are open by the end of October 2011.   

 
Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 

• According to UNHCR, an estimated 28,000 Sudanese refugees have arrived in Benishangul since 
the beginning of September. Of these, 14,782 are currently in four reception sites while 10,472 are 
in two refugee camps. 
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• In Oromiya Region, 15 woredas of Jima, 12 woredas of Borena zone and 18 woredas of West Wollega 
zone received low and erratic Hagaya rainfall. 
 

• Flooding in parts of the Somali Region was reported during the past week but the magnitude is unknown 
as no assessment has been conducted as of 18 October to determine the effects. The water levels of 
the Wabishebele River are showing some fluctuations but have not increased significantly during the 
past week. UNICEF and partners on the ground are closely monitoring the situation, as the recent rains 
have increased the risk of further flooding. 

 

• According to the Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute (EHNRI), no confirmed AWD cases 
were reported last week. However, reports of suspected cases continue to come in, particularly in the 
Somali and Oromiya Regions. A total of 37 suspected cases have been reported in Kersa and 
Haramaya woredas in East Hararghe zone (Oromiya). From 10 to 16 October, 12 cases were reported 
in Kebridahar, none has resulted in death. The highest number of cases was reported between 12 and 
14 October (on average 3 cases per day) since then, cases declined to 1 case per day. Though the 
number of cases is decreasing, there is possibility that AWD cases may rise again as rainfall is likely to 
increase the transmission of diseases. 
 

• An analysis of the impact of the drought on the education system in the Guji Zone (Oromiya Region) 
revealed that the drought has had a significant effect on the enrolment and dropout rates in primary 
schools in Liban, Goradala and Sababoru. Another four woredas (Wadera, Adolarede, Shakiso, and 
Girja) have been partially affected by the drought with negative consequences to enrolment. In 
Sababoru woreda 8,145 boys and 4,372 girls were enrolled last year compared to 4,917 boys and 2,884 
girls for the 2011-2012 school year - a drop of 40% for boys and 34% for girls. In Gorodola, the 
enrolment was 9,730 boys and 6,700 girls in 2010 and in 2011 these figures dropped to 6,856 for boys 
(a reduction of 30%) and 5,981 for girls (a reduction of 11%). In Liban, enrolment is 4,688 for boys and 
4,187 for girls in 2011, a reduction of 17% for boys and an increase of 3% for girls. 
 

• Data and information concerning school feeding provides a compelling picture on the importance of 
school feeding as a factor in boosting enrolment. In Sababoru woreda there is no school feeding 
program and the overall drop-out rate for 2010 was 43.4%. In Liban where there is a school feeding 
program in 12 out of 32 primary schools, the drop-out rate was 10.2 %.  

 

• Key priorities for emergency education interventions in Guji zone are: 1) Provision of safe water supply 
for drinking and hand-washing to all affected schools including water trucking; 2) School feeding needs 
for 75 schools in Liban, Gorodala, and Sababoru and 35 schools in Wadera, Adolarede, and Shakiso; 3) 
New latrine construction in 221 schools; 4) Multi-grade teacher training of primary school teachers due 
to the chronic shortage of teachers; and 5) school supplies for 59,512 (35,890+23,622)  primary school 
students.  
 

• The 18 schools building in Kurmuk, Sherkole and Guba (Benishangul Gumuz) that were occupied by 
Sudanese refugees since early September 2011 have all been vacated.  

 
 
Somali Refugee Situation  

• According to UNHCR, as of 17 October 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps stands at 128,282 (excluding people in the transit center and reception centre – updated figure 
not available). The average number of new arrivals for the week of 10-17 October stands at 454, an 
increase from the previous week’s average of 353 arrivals.  
 

• Since 12 October, heavy rains have resulted in flooding in many refugee shelters in the camps and 
hindered provision of assistance including water trucking to Hiloweyn, which relies solely on water 
trucking. Flights have also been cancelled, delaying the arrival of humanitarian supplies. 
 

• The crude mortality rate is now well below the emergency threshold of 1 death per 10,000 people per 
day and during the past week it was 0.3 per 10,000 people per day in Kobe and 0.4 per 10,000 people 
per day in Hiloweyn which were the worst affected camps. 
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• According to UNHCR, for the first time since the outbreak of measles in August 2011, there were no new 
reported measles cases in the camps.  

 

• Last week, the school year resumed in two pre-existing schools in Bokolmayo and Melkedida camps. 
The schools are operating in two shifts (morning and afternoon) to cater for newly arrived refugee 
children. In Kobe and Hiloweyn camps thousands of children are still not learning due to various 
challenges including the process of identifying and training teachers and the establishment of learning 
spaces. However, education partners have accelerated the response to open schools by the end 
October 2011.  (See more under response).  

 
Sudanese Refugee Situation 

• According to UNHCR, an estimated 28,000 Sudanese refugees have arrived in Benishangul since the 
beginning of September. Of these, 14,782 are currently in four reception sites (Gizen, Taiba, Bamza and 
Almaha) while 10,472 are in the two refugee camps (Sherkole 8,872 and the newly established Tongo 
1,600). The influx seems to have slowed down the last couple of weeks.  
 

• The Federal Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMSFSS) with support from the 
Regional Disaster Preparedness and Food Security (DPFS), the Administration for Refugees and 
Returnees Affairs (ARRA), UNICEF and WFP, conducted a rapid assessment in Guba, Sherkole and 
Kurmuk woredas on 12-14 October. The assessment focused on the impact of the influx of Sudanese 
refugees on the situation of the host communities. Findings from the assessment are expected to be 
released next week.  

 

CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 

WASH 

• WASH coordination continues to be supported by UNICEF in the drought-affected regions. A joint 
mission to Tigray is being planned with UN-OCHA to strengthen WASH Coordination. 

• In Dollo Ado, UNICEF continues to support the WASH Cluster coordination role of UNHCR on an ‘as 
and when needed’ basis.  

• UNICEF partnership with IRC is being further expanded with a new partnership agreement in 
Benishangul Gumuz to improve WASH facilities in two transit centres (Famathere and Ademazine). 

• World Vision Ethiopia has plans to develop a new water supply to support the new (planned) refugee 
camp in Tonga, and is now in discussion with UNICEF to establish a partnership agreement to support 
this.  

Education 

• UNICEF is assisting zonal offices in Guji (Oromiya) to draft an Education in Emergency (EiE) response 
plan to address identified gaps. Additionally, the cluster has identified 189 task force members as well 
as 111 School Heads and 35 school cluster supervisors for EiE training. 

• In Benishangul-Gumuz, UNICEF is supporting the Regional Education Bureau and the newly 
established EiE taskforce to take leadership in the coordinated response to the education-related issues 
affecting the local population due to the refugee influx, including improving sanitation in schools, and 
improving access to quality education. 

 

PROGRAMME RESPONSE 

Nutrition:  
 

Response in drought affected regions 

• There are 32 ‘hotspot’ woredas in the Afar Region: 12 are priority 1 woredas and 20 are priority 2 
woredas. All woredas in the region are covered by Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TFP) and/or 
Outpatient Therapeutic Programme (OTP). Most of the woredas have these services in the main health 
centres with only a few woredas (Elidar, Afambo, Asyaita and Aminbera) having started the roll out the 
services at the health post level.  The key concern in terms of nutrition response in Afar Region is the 
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quality of services as well as reporting. There is currently a limited number of NGOs present in the 
region to support regional authorities in strengthening the existing services.  

• In the Somali Region, ACF will be starting OTP services in Korahe zone covering Deboweyn and 
Shilabo woredas (Somali Region) early next week. This will be done with funding from the Humanitarian 
Response Fund (HRF). During the week, the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was cleared by the 
Regional Health Bureau (RHB). 
 

Refugee response  

• The Mobile Health and Nutrition Team (MHNT) in Kobe screened 279 children under five for 
malnutrition. A total of 34.7% of the children screened were suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM) and 15.1% were suffering from Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM). Around 5% of the total SAM 
cases and 26% of MAM cases were not enrolled in any nutrition treatment programmes and were 
referred to the respective OTP/Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) centres.  

• In Hiloweyn, out of 170 children under five screened for malnutrition by the MHNT, SAM cases were 
found in 14% and MAM in 27%. Around 5% of SAM and 27% of MAM cases that were not already 
enrolled in OTP/SFP programmes were referred to the respective centres. 

• Preparation for the planned nutrition survey is on-going. UNICEF, UNCHR, ACF and IMC teams are 
working on marking zones and household numbers in Kobe and Hiloweyn camps. Training for field 
workers will be conducted early next week and the survey will start by the end of the week.  

• Breastfeeding (BF) support activities in transit and reception centres were flagged by UNICEF as a key 
priority. UNICEF had coordination meetings with MSF-H, ACF and SC USA on BF promotion in transit 
and reception centres. SC-USA has requested UNHCR for a green light to establish baby tents in the 
transit centre. 
 

Health:  
 
Response in drought affected regions 

• The subnational measles campaign that began on 25 September 2011 in the worst-affected woredas of 
the Somali Region bordering Somalia is progressing well despite recent heavy rains. Of the 18 woredas 
targeted for the first phase of the campaign, 16 have been completed. The campaign is currently 
ongoing in the two remaining woredas of Denan and East-Imey.  

• Ten of 18 woredas targeted have reported preliminary (intra-campaign) progress reports, reaching 
647,999 (80% of the target for phase I) children with measles vaccine (6 months-15 years). A total of 
225,134 (74%) children 0-59 months also received polio vaccination. 

• Preparations to implement phase II zones (Warder, Korahey and Degahbur) are on-going.  However, the 
implementation dates were postponed due to recent heavy rains in the region.  

Refugee Response  

• In Kobe and Hiloweyn camps, the number of health consultations and health education conducted by 

the MHNTs supported by UNICEF doubled over the week. In Kobe, the team conducted 319 health 

consultation and 378 people received health education on different subjects. Some 28 severe cases 

were referred to the health centre and OTPs.  

• In Hiloweyn, the MHNT conducted 444 health consultation and 550 people received health education, 

which is almost three times more than in the previous weeks. Some 59 severe cases were referred to 

the health centre. 

• In Benishangul Gumuz, UNICEF is supporting the Regional Health Bureau to enhance the regular health 

system in Sherkole, Kurmuk and Guba Woredas (areas with high influx of Sudanese refugees) through 

supportive supervision at the health post levels and provision of essential drugs to the health facilities in 

these woredas.  

• The measles (6 months to 15 years) and polio (0-59 months) campaign that began on 4 October 

targeting all Sudanese refugees that have recently arrived in the country continues. Data on number of 

children reached so far has not yet been received.  
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Water and Sanitation: 
 
Response in drought affected regions 
 

• The overall water trucking requirement reduced during the past week. This week’s estimated 
requirement is 78 trucks nationally as opposed to 157 trucks two weeks ago. Currently, 73 trucks are 
operating leaving a gap of 5 trucks. In the Somali region, there is a requirement of 21 water trucks – all 
of which are deployed.  Currently 92% (264 out of 287) viable boreholes are functioning, supporting 
emergency trucking.  

• In Oromiya Region, the water trucking requirement has reduced from 55 to 37 with no gaps.  

• In Afar Region, with no rains reported during the last 7 days, the requirement has increased to 9 trucks. 
The gap of two trucks is being filled by the NGO Islamic Relief (Bidu woreda) with support from the 
Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF). 

Water Trucks Deployed by Region, Week of 11 – 18 October 

 

 

• In the Tigray Region, no rains have been received in the drought-affected woredas. Consequently, the 
water trucking requirement has increased from 7 to 11 trucks. Government and UNICEF are supporting 
8, with a current gap of 3 trucks (Raya Azebo, Werie Leke Woredas, Tsegede town).  

• Global Hand-washing Day is to be celebrated on 22 October, the event is being used to advocate for the 
need to improve basic hygiene practices.   

Refugee Response  

• UNICEF is supporting IRC to establish a 17km piped water supply In Bokolmayo camp. UNICEF is 
providing an excavator to accelerate the completion of the pipeline. 

• In Kobe, UNICEF’s partner IRC is completing the piped water supply with a simple treatment plant (raw 
water is to be abstracted from the nearby Ganale River). As an interim measure, a temporary water 
treatment plant is being commissioned. 

• UNICEF has placed the first of three female Somali sanitarians. They will support UNHCR and UNICEF 
to improve sanitation and hygiene in the camps and transit centre. Meanwhile, the final revision of 
Information, Education and Communication (IEC) materials has been completed and printed material 
has been distributed in all the Dollo Ado camps. 

• In Hiloweyn, UNICEF has provided a second excavator to accelerate the construction of toilet pits in 
hard rock conditions. UNICEF is also exploring the feasibility of contracting one, possibly two excavators 
to work in Buramino under LWF, to expedite the construction of pipelines and toilet pits.    

• Training on the use of chronoscopes, supplied by UNICEF, to measure levels of residual chlorine in 
piped water supplies, is underway. To ensure water quality is maintained during the current rains, 
UNICEF is providing an additional 150,000 sachets of water treatment chemicals to UNHCR to be 
distributed by Oxfam GB. 
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• World Vision Ethiopia has plans to develop a new water supply to support the new (planned) refugee 
camp in Tongo, and is now in discussion with UNICEF to establish a partnership agreement to support 
this.  

• UNICEF’s agreement with IRC to improve WASH facilities in two transit centres (Famathere and 
Ademazine) is currently being finalized. 

• IRC has already initiated some improvements, including the installation of an EMWAT kit and pillow 
tanks provided by UNICEF for use in Adamazin Transit Camp.  

Education 
 
Response in drought affected regions 

• In an effort to prevent AWD outbreaks, UNICEF provided a 3-days training on AWD prevention, hygiene 
and sanitation practices for 200 teachers and representatives from Kebridahar woreda education. A 
participatory awareness raising activities for students in six primary schools in the same woredas was 
also carried out. UNICEF supported the disinfection of water reservoir in six schools and provided 
training to school employees and teachers on the use of water treatment chemicals like Aqua tab and 
Bishangari. 

• In Afar Region, the REB deployed a monitoring team to assess and identify priority areas in Aysaita, 
Kore, Bidu, Elidaar and Dubti woredas. The outcome of this visit will inform the distribution strategy of 
some of the prepositioned supplies provided by UNICEF. Meanwhile, the REB has already distributed 
education materials to 2,000 pastoralist children (60% girls) in 9 hot-spot woredas. A Communication for 
Development documentary is underway by Afar Media and Communication Agency to see the impact of 
the water trucking and other education in emergency interventions in the most affected woredas. 

• In Gambella Region, UNICEF education materials including 40 school-in-a-cartoon and 100 packs of 
pens, were distributed to target about 5,300 children (40% girls) in prioritized primary schools in the 
most affected woredas. In addition, the Regional Education Authorities rehabilitated 20 classrooms 
damaged by strong winds using pre-positioned supplies provided by UNICEF. 

Refugee Response  

• During the reporting period, UNICEF dispatched 95 additional tents (24sq.mt) to be utilized as temporary 
learning spaces in Dollo Ado camps for an estimated 5,000 school children.  The 118 tents delivered a 
month ago are currently being set up and modified to be suitable for the hot weather conditions in Dollo 
Ado. 

• Nine school tents and educational materials enough for some 5,000 children were also provided to the 
Benishangul Gumuz refugee camps.  

• A UNICEF engineer is currently providing technical assistance to ARRA to finalize the specifications for 
the construction of 4 schools in the refugees and 2 in the host communities.  

• During the first week of October, UNICEF provided training on basic pedagogy, disaster risk reduction 
(DRR), psychosocial support and peace education to 40 participants, including 33 teachers (2 females). 

• UNICEF is advocating with UNHCR and ARRA for the extension of Early Childhood Development (ECD) 
services to all children 3 to 5 years in Dollo Ado camps.  

• In Benishangul Gumuz, UNICEF delivered 50 schools- in- carton and 80 packets of pens to ARRA to 
benefit about 2,000 primary school students in Sherkole refugee camp. UNICEF provided 
ARRA/UNHCR with 9 school tents to serve as temporary learning spaces in Tongo refugee camp and 
Admazin transit camp. 

Child protection 
 
Response in drought affected regions 

• A two-day meeting for uniformed personnel on human rights was conducted and facilitated in the Somali 
Region by WFP, with support from OCHA and UNICEF on 14-15 October. Participants included senior 
members of the Ethiopian Defense Force, the Regional Special Police and senior members of the 
Regional Government. UNICEF briefed the meeting on its child protection activities with focus on two 
programmes: the Child-focused Welfare Support Programme and the Justice Programme for children in 
conflict with the law. These programmes are implemented through the Somali Bureau of Labour and 
Social Affairs (BOLSA) and the Regional Supreme Court. 

• The regional Somali BOLSA with technical support from UNICEF has developed the first draft of the 
operational principles and guidelines relevant in the context of Somali pastoralists. In addition, the 
regional BOLSA has identified a local NGO (Action Youth Aware) to work with the regional BOLSA on 
the community based training for the community care structure members in the selected woredas. The 
establishment of community care structures in the region will be launched in the last week of October. 
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Refugee Response 

• A partnership agreement is ready to be signed this week by UNICEF and SC-US for the implementation 
of child protection programmes in Dollo Ado. 
 

 

FUNDING  

Table I:  Funds received as of 19 October2011, against the HAC 2011 (US$) 
 

Sector 
2011 Requirements 
(US$) 

Funds received as of 
(US$) 

Unmet requirements 
(US$) 

Health 16,331,000 10,077,357 38% 

Nutrition 28,812,364 34,943,243 - 

WASH 14,913,960 8,208,586 45% 

Education 9,704,704 4,900,594 49.5% 

Child Protection 
4,520,000 

                                
712,178 

84% 

HIV 700,000 0 100% 

Cluster Coordination 1,646,000 842,108 49% 

Total 76,628,028 59,684,066 22% 

 
 
NEXT SITREP: 

• Weekly sitrep - 26 October 2011 

 
   For further information, please contact 
 

Mr Ted Chaiban 
 
Representative  
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184001 
E-mail:  
tchaiban@unicef.org  

Ms Patrizia Di Giovanni 
 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184003 
E-mail:  
pdigiovanni@unicef.org 

Mr Shadrack Omol 
 
Chief, Field Operations & 
Emergency 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
Telephone:  
+251 115184284 
E-mail:  
somol@unicef.org 
 
 

Ms Alexandra Westerbeek 
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UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
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E-mail:  
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