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This Drought Bulletin is a representation of 7 parishes in Kotido District, namely: Kacheri in Kacheri Sub 

County, Kamor and Rikitae in Panyangara Sub County, Lookorok and Potongor in Nakapelimoru Sub County, 

Naponga in Rengen Sub County, and Kotido Rural in Kotido Town Council. 

 

Kotido district received very little rains in December (5mm according to the satellite imageries). The 
vegetation condition exhibited increased yellowing and shedding of leaves among Desert dates and 
Neem caused by increasing temperatures with no appearance of mushrooms and mosses, which is 
normal. The prediction from the Meteorological Department for the month of January mentions that there 
are high chances (50%) for below normal conditions over several parts of Kotido District. 
 

Due to Brucellosis prevalence and decreasing pasture and water amounts, the percentage of livestock in 

good body condition deteriorated from 75% to 54.3%. The calves’ mortality rate decreased due to reduced 
disease incidences as a result of dry conditions while abortion rates increased due to Brucellosis 
prevalence. Livestock migration was characterized by internal movement within the District. The time 

spent to access grazing land decreased because livestock relocated nearer to the water points. Livestock 

numbers in the markets increased due to high demand for Christmas season. Livestock disease incidences 

comprised of Brucellosis, East Cost Fever, Anaplasmosis, CCPP, Worms and Foot rot.  

 

Borehole usage as the main water source increased from 55 % to 70% due to the reduction in the water 
levels from Natural ponds and Pans and dams.  The time spent to fetch water from boreholes remained 

stable (from 2.0 to 1.9 hours) because most redundant boreholes were put into use.  Though the water 

quantity at households increased from 12.6L to 13L/person/day, it is still below the standard requirement of 

15L/person/day.  

 
There was no crop planting in December. Charcoal and firewood prices decreased from 10,000 UGX to 
4,800 UGX per basin and 2,500 UGX to 2,000 UGX per average bundle respectively because more 
people were involved in charcoal burning and firewood collection as a result of completed 
agricultural activities. For the same reason, labor prices also decreased from 1,133 to 1,015 UGX.  The 

Terms of Trade for Bull/Sorghum and Charcoal/Sorghum decreased while Labor/Sorghum remained 
constant due to increased Sorghum prices. Households consumed mainly Sorghum and Maize flour 
accompanied by Beans, Groundnuts, Cowpeas, Cucumbers, Wild fruits, leaves and game, and Meat. 
As a result of reduced food stocks at some household which did not harvest, coping mechanisms like rely on 

gifts of food, consume weak animals, borrow food on credit from another household, consume less expensive 

cereals, and gone an entire day without meals were reported. 

 

The security situation was peaceful with all households moving freely during day and 6% during night 

because of no major incursions from the neighbors.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

LIVESTOCK SECTOR 

 Communities are advised to ensure proper handling, boiling of milk and 

meat, and disposal of aborted fetus to reduce incidences of Brucellosis. 

 Timely reporting of rabies cases to nearby authorities (Veterinary, Police 

and Health) for immediate action. 

 Farmers are urged to continue spraying and treating their livestock 
to avoid tick borne diseases. 

AGRICULTURE SECTOR 

 Communities are urged 
to minimize food 
wastage by reducing or 
combining traditional 
festivities 
 

 

Drought Bulletin summary December 2011 
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  Vegetation Condition 

Observation %HH 

Desert dates (Ekoteete) becoming yellow 25 

Neem Tree becoming yellow 25 

Desert dates (Ekoteete) shedding leaves 28 

Neem Tree shedding leaves 27 

Mosses and mushrooms are appearing 0 

 

 

 

 

 

  Rainfall (mm) 

Temperature °C 

 

No available information on 
Temperature for the month of 
December. 
 

Rainfall amount has been less than 
average in December and this 
confirms the monthly prediction made 
by the department of Meteorology (see 
below). 

There is increasing yellowing and 
shedding of leaves among Desert dates 
and Neem which is caused by 
increasing temperatures. No 
appearance of mushrooms and mosses 
reported, which is normal. 
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  Humidity 

  Weather forecast 

No available information on Humidity 
for the month of December. 
 

Many places in Kotido district are currently experiencing dry spells. There are high chances that the 
current situation is likely to persist until the end of this month. Overall there are high chances for 
below normal conditions over several parts of Kotido district with the following probabilities:-  
 

                                          

It should be noted that La Niña conditions which have been prevailing across the tropical Pacific 
Basin since October 2011 are now close to its peak, with a gradual decline expected over the first 
quarter of 2012.  

It is important to note that the Department of Meteorology is closely monitoring the development of 
the evolving La Niña conditions, and will continuously issue an update accordingly. 
 
Source: Department of Meteorology 
 
Note: It is important to precise that January being usually a dry month, below normal rainfall shall 
have much less impact than such prediction for a wet month. 
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  Livestock Body Condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Livestock Migration 

  Calves mortality / abortion (%) 

 

 

 

 

 

More than 10,000 animals relocated from Panyangara to Aduku (Panyangara-Kotido Sub County 
border) within Kotido, where water and pasture are more easily accessible. 
 

The livestock body condition 
deteriorated due to the prevalence of 
Brucellosis coupled by decreasing 
amounts of water and pasture as a 
result of the onset of the dry season. 

The calves’ mortality decreased due to 
reduced disease incidence as a result 
of dry conditions in the kraal. 
 
Abortion rates increased due to 
Brucellosis prevalence. 
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  Livestock Disease Incidence 

Disease Type of animals affected Location No. of animals 
affected 

Brucellosis Shoats, Cattle All Sub Counties 75  
Worms  Cattle, Sheep, Goats All Kraals  275 
ECF Cattle All Sub Counties Kraals 2000 
Anaplasmosis Cattle All Kraals 3,500 
Foot rot Shoats, Cattle All Kraals 50,000 
CCPP Goats, Sheep All Sub Counties No figures 
Rabies Dogs, Cats, Humans, Cattle All Sub Counties and Kraals 20 dogs 
New castle  Chicken All Sub Counties Numbers reduced 
 

  Type and number of animals in the market 

Type of animal Number Type of animal Number 

Bulls 47 Bull calves 30 

Cows 41 Heifer 21 

 

  Accessibility to grazing areas (Time in Hrs) 

 

 

 

 

The number of Brucellosis cases increased because no treatment was done. 
The incidences of CCPP reduced due to the vaccination done. ECF and Anaplasmosis also reduced as 
a result of reduced tick burden in dry season.  
 Communities are advised to ensure proper handling, boiling of milk and meat, and disposal of 

aborted fetus to reduce incidences of Brucellosis. 
 Timely reporting of rabies cases to nearby authorities (Veterinary, Police and Health) for 

immediate action. 
 Farmers are urged to continue spraying and treating their livestock to avoid tick borne diseases. 

The number of livestock brought to the market increased due to high demand for the Christmas 
season. Bulls and Cows were more due to the fact that Heifers were exchanged by the Turkana for 
Bulls and Cows for subsequent re-sale during the festive season. 
 

The time taken by livestock to 
access grazing land decreased 
because livestock relocated to 
or nearer the water points. 
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  Type of crops planted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Crop Condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Crop Yield 

No information available in December. 
 
 Communities are urged to minimize food wastage by reducing or combining traditional 

festivities 

No crops were planted.  

December is not a planting month. 
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Quantity of water fetched daily per household (Litres) 

Average amount of water fetched daily per household  
November 2011 December 2011 

88.1 90.7 

 

 
 

Type of water sources and time spent to fetch water (hrs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

No information on access to safe water point was collected this month. 
. 

Safe water points 

Borehole usage as the main water 
source increased from 55% to 
70% due the reduction in the 
water levels from alternative 
sources like Natural ponds and 
Pans and dams. There was also 
demand during the festive season.   

The water quantity increased due to high demand in households as the numbers of members at 
home increased during the festive season. This implies that each household member had 13L per 
day, which is still below the minimum threshold of 15L/person/day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There was insignificant change in 
the time spent to fetch water from 
boreholes (from 2.0 to 1.9 hours) 
due to the fact that most of the 
redundant boreholes were put into 
use which compensated the 
increased demand on boreholes.  
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Type of Food Eaten 

Incidence of Malnutrition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Out migration of people 

Total number of households who migrated 
November 2011 December 2011 

10 28 

 

 
 

No information on the GAM and SAM rates for December. 
 

The most consumed food types 
included Sorghum and Maize 
flour accompanied by Beans, 
Groundnuts, Cowpeas, 
Cucumbers, Wild fruits, leaves 
and game, and Meat. The 
variety of food consumed 
reflects the fact that household 
have enough food at home 
which ensure them a relatively 
balanced diet. 

Out migration was characterized by movement of people to new settlements like Kangorok in 
Panyangara and Lobanya in Kacheri in search of new arable land for next season’s cultivation. 
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Terms of Trade (ratio) 

 

 

 

 

 

Price of Firewood and Charcoal (UGX) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Price of Labor (UGX) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charcoal and firewood prices decreased 
from 10,000 UGX to 4,800 UGX per basin 
and 2,500 UGX to 2,000 UGX per average 
bundle respectively due to the fact that 
more people were involved in charcoal 
burning and firewood collection as a 
result of completed agricultural 
activities. 
  

The price of casual labor 
decreased from 1,133 UGX to 
1,015 UGX because the labor 
supply was more than the demand 
as a result of no agricultural 
activities. 

The Terms of Trade for Bull/Sorghum 
decreased due to increased Sorghum 
prices. Sorghum prices increased from 
50,000 UGX to 58,334 UGX per 100kg bag 
due to increased number of buyers who 
are hoarding in anticipation of price 
increase in nearby future. The price for 
an average bull decreased from 875,000 
UGX to 725,000 UGX because there was a 
good supply of animals in preparation for 
the festive season. For the same reason, 
Charcoal/Sorghum decreased and 
Labor/Sorghum remained constant. This 
implies that charcoal and labor 
dependant households lost purchasing 
power in trying to feed their families.  
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Freedom of Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Coping Mechanisms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The security was calm with all 

households moving freely during 

day and 6% during night because 

of no major incursions from the 

neighbors. 

As a result of reduced food stocks at some households which did not harvest, coping mechanisms like 

begging for food, rely on gifts of food, consume weak animals borrow food on credit from another 

household, consume less expensive cereals, and gone an entire day without meals were reported. 

 
Pastoralists also employed looping of trees, de-stocking of animals, preparation of hay and 
splitting of herds, which is a normal practice during dry season.  
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Seasonal Calendar 

 
 

 
 

 
 


