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o Wuhan, China, where the disease originated, first reported cases to 

WHO, identifying COVID-19 as pneumonia on 31 December 2019; 

Officials then start confirming cases outside China from mid-

January and subsequently, WHO declares it a public health 

emergency of international concern on 30 January, 2020, naming 

the disease COVID-19 based on the genotype received from Wuhan 

(WHO: Coronavirus Disease 2019, 26/03/2020) 

o Globally, the virus has affected 532,263  individuals, claiming 24,090 

lives, with Italy having the highest number of reported deaths (Live 

Update of COVID-19: Worldometers) 

o Bangladesh reported its first COVID -19 case, officially, on March 8 

2020; On March 18, Bangladesh reports its first death.  

o So far, the outbreak has claimed 5 lives and infected 44 individuals 

in Bangladesh. 11 patients have fully recovered, while treatment of 

remaining 27 are ongoing (IEDCR Press release) 

o The country has been in national lockdown from 26 March to 4 April 

 

o To truly understand the effect of COVID 19 outbreak in Bangladesh 

– especially its mortality rate, and mode and stage of transmission, 

more tests need to be done. Since some COVID 19 cases are 

asymptomatic, testing only suspicious cases who show signs of 

symptoms has therefore not been able to show a comprehensive 

picture in Bangladesh, limiting this note’s ability to outline the real 

impact.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       

 

The enforced number of home quarantines is the strongest 

indicator of scope of work, since areas with higher numbers 

pose risk of infection transmission  
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Humanitarian constraints 
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WASH  
 
 
LIVELIHOOD AND FOOD SECURITY 

Being highly contagious, COVID 19 poses 
serious health risks to those coming in contact 
with infected; therefore actors must take every 
safety measure before intervening  

 MoDMR has allocated 6,500 metric ton rice and 55,000,000 BDT for COVID 
response. 

 The Prime Minister’s address promised to support low income households with 
food and cash assistance for 6 months; The address also mentioned 
continuing government’s VGD, BGF and selling rice BDT 10/kg in addition to 
providing medicine at free cost 

 As a response to the outbreak’s increasing number of infection, the 
government has also prepared more than 14,000 isolation beds and 290 
institutional quarantines  

 The government has outlined a National Preparedness and Response Plan of 
COVID 19; As per the plan, COVID 19 committees have been set up in every 
district  

mailto:analyst@startfundbangladesh.org
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2020/03/26/covid-19-infects-five-more-in-bangladesh
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High Risk District (more 
than 200 home 

quarantine) 
Enforced Home 

Quarantined Updated 

Naogaon  966 26-Mar-20 

Thakurgaon 537 26-Mar-20 

Nilphamari 219 26-Mar-20 

Ponchogarh 231 26-Mar-20 

Dhaka 385 23-Mar-20 

Madaripur 334 23-Mar-20 

Noakhali 675 23-Mar-20 

Bagerhat 625 23-Mar-20 

Lakshmipur 568 23-Mar-20 

Jessore  536 23-Mar-20 

Sylhet 502 23-Mar-20 

Faridpur 458 23-Mar-20 

Tangail 457 23-Mar-20 

Khulna 432 23-Mar-20 

Bogura 429 23-Mar-20 

Satkhira 394 23-Mar-20 

Pabna 393 23-Mar-20 

Feni 376 23-Mar-20 

Brahmanbaria 357 23-Mar-20 

Mymensingh 357 23-Mar-20 

Kishoreganj 314 23-Mar-20 

Munshiganj 297 23-Mar-20 

Manikganj 300 23-Mar-20 

Rajbari 264 23-Mar-20 

Maulavibazar 245 23-Mar-20 

Comilla 239 23-Mar-20 

Nawabganj 208 23-Mar-20 

 
Since the outbreak started in the country, in addition to NGOs, a number of 
social organizations, private sector and individuals from communities have 
responded through various interventions  

 Bidyanondo, a social volunteer organization, has made 
some significant efforts that included distribution of 
food, disinfecting public transport, mass distribution of 
disinfecting solutions to households and distribution of 
PPE amongst medical personnel  

 Private sector organizations, especially those in 
garments, are manufacturing PPE to be distributed to 
MoDMR 

 NGOs have been increasing WASH facilities in their 
current operational areas, in addition to raising 
awareness, distributing PPE and medical equipment, and 
also coordinating with law enforcement agencies and 
civil surgeons to ensure implementation of measures 

 BRAC has also been intervening effectively since the 
outbreak started (BRAC Case Studies) 
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http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1272-brac-starts-production-of-reusable-masks-and-prepares-for-production-of-ppe
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COVID-19’s health impacts range from mild to severe, with level of severity seen to depend on 
age group and an individual’s history of suffering from chronic diseases. So far all 5 deaths in 
Bangladesh fell in the age group above 50, while youth who were mostly infected, had not 
developed case severity to the point of being fatal.    
However, the virus transmission being highly contagious is the main concern in terms of health; 
Because of its airborne nature and contagiousness with 1 person seen to infect almost 3 others 
daily on an average, the infection can spread very fast within a community. On the other hand, 
asymptomatic cases have also evolved – thereby making transmission tracking even more 

difficult. Therefore, it is important to have numerous testing in a community, especially those at 
high risk. Unfortunately, Bangladesh now has only 13,000 test kits available, with 30,000 to be 
stocked soon. Therefore with only 920 tests done by IEDCR so far, it is difficult to say whether 
the transmission has reached community level.  
 
Although, the outbreak started in the country through returnees form foreign countries, the local 
transmission is now proportionately dominating – where transmission has occurred by 
association with imported cases of the infection.  
 
Therefore institutional and home quarantine has been vital in ensuring the control of 
transmission. However, the returnees from abroad were reported to not having abided by the 
rules of home quarantine in several cases (Dhaka Tribune, 17/03/2020)    
 

 WASH  
As per WHO’s guidelines, WASH practices are essential in ensuring the control of the disease. 
Regular washing of hands or use of sanitizers are significant in preventing the infection from 
entering, in addition to abiding by proper etiquette in sneezing and coughing.  
The country’s MICS 2019 report suggests that only 74% of households have basic handwashing 
practices, with the percentage dropping to 44.2% when considering households under poverty 
(as per Wealth Index quintile) – WASH practices and facilities in rural populations, those from 
low income households, are therefore important for prevention and control. 

 

 
The government declared government holiday as a way to shutdown movement nationally from 
26 March to 4 April. Moreover with home quarantining being enforced in all districts, the most 
affected livelihood is characterized by low-income and variable nature. This includes daily 
labour, rickshaw pullers, temporary and domestic helpers among others. Without income this 
group of individuals will face a significant financial burden to obtain the most essential human 
needs such as food. 

 
In the last one month prices of commodities have risen in all district. One possible explanation 
is bulk buying of consumers who were apprehensive about the outbreak and so stocked more 
commodities than usual. This will add an even greater pressure on those from low income 
households.  
Moreover, access to markets will also be difficult especially for vulnerable age group (above 
50), as infection can easily be transmitted in such places frequented by different people at 
different times of the day. The table below shows price hike in last 1 month 
 

Division Barisal Chattogram Dhaka Khulna Rajshahi Rangpur Sylhet 

% increase 
in rice price 9% 5% 4% 6% 5% 8% 2% 

% increase 
in rice and 

lentil 7% 6% 7% 7% 5% 9% 5% 
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District (Source: IEDCR)
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https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2020/03/17/coronavirus-2-expats-fined-for-violating-home-quarantine-rule-in-manikganj
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o Implementing organizations must abide by strict guidelines or SOP for 

ensuring safety and not becoming an agent of transmission 

o Awareness is significant for continuous reminder on home quarantining  

o Psychological support to infected and isolated is essential since these 

can have a detrimental effect on mental health 

o Coordination between actors will allow organizations to move effectively 

without increasing risk of transmission in communities  

o Risky areas should be identified and targeted to control transmission of 

COVID 19 

o In Bangladesh, three medical staff got infected with the virus while 

treating a patient suffering from the same; This signifies PPE’s use for 

medical staff to ensure care can be given without risks 

 
 
Annex 
 
Population over 50 by division 
 

Division  50 to 59 60 and above 

Barisal 574840 759135 

Chattogram 1844454 2353501 

Dhaka 2697927 2953516 

Khulna 1168021 1396705 

Mymensingh 789914 1016691 

Rajshahi 1395551 1573587 

Rangpur  1200852 1324765 

Sylhet 669041 855187 

Total 10340600 12233087 
 
Source: BBS 2018 
 
 


