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PHILIPPINES
2019 Highlight of Events Snapshot As of 06 February 2020
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     Law enforcement 
operations of the 
Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) 
against the Abu 
Sayyaf group (ASG) 
displaced
more than 11,000 
people in Patikul 
municipality in Sulu 
Province in
January 2019. 

     On 20 January 
2019, Tropical 
Depression Amang 
made landfall in 
Surigao del Norte that 
brought moderate to 
heavy rains in 
Northern Mindanao 
and Eastern Visayas.

     At least 56,000 
people were 
displaced due to 
the law 
enforcement 
operations of the 
Armed Forces of 
the
Philippines against 
non-state armed 
groups in the 
provinces of 
Maguindanao and 
Lanao del Sur.

    Department of 
Health declared 
Measles outbreak 
in six regions in 
the Philippines 
due to rising 
measles cases.

    Two strong 
consecutive 
earthquakes 
occured in Central 
Luzon and Eastern 
Visayas with a 
6.1-magnitude on 
Zambales and 6.5- 
magnitude in 
Eastern Samar.

     Weak El Niño 
(dry spell) 
condition affected 
farmers and 
incurred 
agricultural losses. 
Thirty-nine local 
government units 
declared state of 
calamity due to dry 
spell.

     Around 44,000 
people were 
displaced due to 
flooding caused by 
monsoon rains in 
Maguindanao.

    Consecutive 
earthquakes
occurred in 
Batanes that  
caused houses to 
collapse and 
displaced almost 
3,000 people living 
in the island.

    More than 8,500 
people
were displaced 
due to the armed 
conflict between
government armed 
forces and a 
non-state armed 
group in 
Maguindanao.

    Typhoon Lekima 
(Hanna) enhanced 
the Southwest 
Monsoon that 
brought moderate 
to heavy rainfall 
causing flooding 
and landslides in 
Luzon and 
Visayas.

    A national 
Dengue Epidemic 
was declared due 
to rising dengue 
cases and deaths.

     Typhoon Tapah 
(Nimfa) enhanced 
the Southwest 
Monsoon that 
brought moderate 
to heavy rainfall 
causing flooding in 
Central Luzon.

     The 
Government 
declared a polio
outbreak and a 
nationwide polio 
vaccination 
campaign was
launched 
targetting 4.4 
million children.

     A series of 
earthquakes 
occured in North 
Cotabato, between 
16 and 31 October 
2019. The
earthquakes 
caused 
displacement, loss 
of lives and 
extensive damage 
to properties and 
infrastructure.

     Typhoon 
Kalmaegi (Ramon) 
passed  through
northern Luzon 
that caused 
flooding, 
landslides and
displacement to 
people.

     Category 3 
Typhoon Kammuri 
(Tisoy) passed  
through
Southern Luzon 
that destroyed 
houses and 
caused flooding 
and displacement 
to people.

    A 6.9-magnitude 
earthquake struck 
Davao del Sur 
which compound-
ed previous 
displacement, as 
well as damage to 
homes and 
infrastructures 
from the October 
earthquake.

    Typhoon 
Phanfone (Ursula) 
passed through 
Visayas that 
caused flooding, 
damaged to 
houses and 
agriculture.
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In 2019, natural hazards and conflict affected more than seven million people in the Philippines. Tropical cyclones and earthquakes topped the list of natural events with 
significant impact. Health emergencies were also notable with the national government declaring a measles outbreak in February, a dengue epidemic in August and polio 
outbreak in September that affected more than 450,000 people. A weak El Niño (dry spell) during the first five months affected 164,000 farmers that contributed to 
several hundred million pesos in crop losses across the country. In the last quarter of 2019, a series of strong earthquakes hit Mindanao repeatedly that caused extensive 
damage to properties and infrastructures, displacement to people and loss of lives. More than 750,000 people were affected and around 380,000 people were displaced. 

As the country entered typhoon season, eight of the 21 tropical cyclones that entered or were formed in the Philippine Area of Responsibility made landfall. Typhoons Kammuri (Tisoy) and 
Phanfone (Ursula) in the last two months of 2019 affected more than 5.5 million people and temporarily displaced more than 1.8 million people. Natural disasters were not the only cause of 
displacement in the Philippines in 2019. Parts of Mindanao continue to be affected by military engagements with non-state armed groups. People are often repeatedly displaced from the 
same area as encounters flare while others are forced to settle in inadequate evacuation camps. While seeking more durable 
solutions, Government entities, UN and NGOs are assisting the affected people in relief and recovery efforts.
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TROPICAL CYCLONES
Twenty-one tropical cyclones entered the Philippine 
Area of Responsibility (PAR) in 2019. Eight tropical 
cyclones made landfall that includes two tropical 
depressions, two tropical storms, one severe tropical 
storm and three typhoons. Notable were Typhoons 
Kammuri (Tisoy) and Phanfone (Ursula) that affected 
similar areas within six weeks that caused widespread 
flooding, damage to houses and displacement to 
people.

In 2019, Philippines had multiple medical emergencies. The 
Department of Health declared measles outbreak in February, 
dengue epidemic in August and polio outbreak in September. 
Comulatively,  they affected more than 450,000 people and 
children.
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In 2019, more than 12,000 seismic events were 
recorded by the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology. Around four per cent were magnitude-4 
and above. The most notable earthquakes that caused 
population displacement and damages to houses and 
infrastructure were the magnitude-6.6 and 6.9 in North 
Cotabato and Davao del Sur, respectively. More than 
750,000 people were affected and 383,000 were 
displaced. The government and humanitarian partners 
continue to provide long-term support for these 
affected communities.

People in Mindanao continue to be affected and repeatedly 
displaced by recurring military engagements with non-state 
armed groups. An estimated 70,000 people continue to be 
displaced from the Marawi conflict since 2017 while the 
government and NGOs continue to work for durable solutions.

82K*
Internally displaced
population
(Cumulative)
excluding 
Marawi IDP

1.8M
Internally displaced
population
(Cumulative)

383K
Internally displaced
population
(Cumulative) *based on monitored incidents that caused significant displacement


