
  

 

The most affected countries are Nicaragua, Honduras and Guatemala.

El Salvador was expected to suffer on both emergencies but had only minor  damages.
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• More than 4.3 million people were affected by hurricane ETA in Nicaragua, Honduras and Guatemala, and with the arrival of the
second hurricane (IOTA) even more damage has been generated in the same countries. 

• After days of intense rains and flooding, it is feared landslides could cause even more devastation. COVID-19 cases are rising,
and there are also concerns that stagnant water could lead to a spread of mosquito-borne diseases such as malaria, dengue,
chikungunya and zika. 

Alarming situation in central america due 
to the impact of hurricanes eta and iota

Hurricanes 
PATH

Hurricanes ETA and IOTA EMERGENCY response 
CENTRAL AMERICA Based on Internal Situation Report Nº 11
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ETA hit the region on november 4th 2020
as a category 4 hurricane

IOTA hit the region on november 16th 2020
as a category 5 hurricane



EMERGENCY AND RESPONSE HIGHLIGHTS
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* Hurricane IOTA data is still preliminary
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People in
Shelters

1195 841 237Shelters

Sources: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction in Guatemala, Permanent 
Commission of Contingencies Honduras, National System for the Prevention, 
Mitigation and Attention of Disasters in Nicaragua and  The United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

7.894 2.268 15.938

Emergency response teams are on the ground on all three countries  
urgently working to reach communities with clean water, food, child 
protection services, hygiene kits, sanitary pads, play kits and supplies to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

TOTAL direct BENEFICIARIES reached: 26.100

November 20th 2020



Food security

Water Sanitation 
and hygiene 

RESPONSE HIGHLIGHTS

Food security

AREAS OF INTERVENTION

To make sure children are 
physically and emotionally safe, 
teach them how to prevent all 
typed of violence and avoiding 
COVID-19 spread.

Preventing cases of abuse in 
shelters, teaching about Gender 
Based Violence and sharing the 
COVIDbook which purpose is to 
provide child-friendly information 
on how to prevent COVID-19

Campaigning on shelters and 
affected families about risk 
prevention and protection for 
children.

Delivery Food kits to families 
in communities.

Delivery of Food Bag Kits.

Supplying with drums of 
purified water and feminine 
hygiene kits.

Water Sanitation 
and hygiene 

Provision of hygiene kits for 
affected families.

Friendly spaces for children in Nicaragua

Hondura’s staff during the early response to IOTA 

GuatemalaHondurasNicaragua

Child protection
in emergencies

Child protection
in emergencies

Child protection
in emergencies

November 20th 2020



TESTIMONIES  
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Ana, 17 years old from honduras Darci 16 years old from bilwi, nicaragua

 

“Actually nobody was ready for this situation. 
Flooding has affected a lot the area of La Lima 
including us as a family. It has been very 
catastrophic the momment we lived, all we have 
been through, leaving our houses, our belonging, 
leaving my cats, that hurts me the most”.

This is the testimony of Ana, a 17 years old girl who 
lives in the department of Cortez which was strongly 
affected by hurricane ETA leaving floods and 
destruction.

“Water level was raising faster and faster, and 
then we had to climb up the roof of a packing 
house using a latter. We were around 400 people 
up there and the roof did not have the capácity of 
holding so many people, at any momment we 
could have fallen. It was a disaster, we spend two 
days in there and at night we passed terrible cold, 
and during day it was extremely hot and there 
was no drinking water”.

This story was taken while people in Honduras where 
alerted that hurricane IOTA, the second in 15 days 
would impact their contry, something Ana mentions 
was terryfing for her after this hard experience.

Eta entered Nicaragua on Wednesday 
November 4 as a in category 4 hurricane, hiting 
the department of Bilwi, located on the 
Caribbean Coast of Nicaragua, where Darci, a
16-year-old Miskito girl lives, whose life 
changed in one day.

Darci said “I felt my house move, I looked 
when the roof was peeling off; I was afraid 
that something could happen to my family 
and me, a tree could fall to us or that my 
house could be flooded by heavy rains. 
That is why we ran to the shelter”.

“After the hurricane, there were families 
who hoped to return to their homes, but 
when they returned they realized that they 
no longer had a home, neither their clothes, 
so they returned to the shelter” said Norca, 
Darci's cousin.

Darci is also concerned about her studies. She was in her fifth year of high school and 
now specially after category 5 hurricane IOTA hitting the already devastated area of Bilwi 
by hurricane ETA she is uncertain if she will make it back to school because it was 
flooded and her family has no money.

Darci 16 years old from bilwi, nicaragua



Country Total Target (EUR) Total Funds Confirmed 
(EUR)

Total GAP 
(EUR)
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FUNDING OVERVIEW
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Bilwi in Nicaragua after hurricane IOTA

Aerial photo of IOTA damage in Honduras

The following required budget balance is based on the information on 
the response plans of each of the countries

Total GAP:

€ 3.047.071 

Total founds confirmed:

€ 1.111.073 

Total Target:
26.72% TARGET

REACHED
€ 4.158.144

€  1.000.000

€  2.500.000

€  4.158.144 €  1.111.073 €  3.047.071

€     658.144

€    431.655

€    449.418

€     230.000

€    568.345

€  2.050.582

€     428.144
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