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other Arid Lands 

Vision 2030 Strategy for Northern 
Kenya & other Arid Lands 

 

Ending Drought Emergencies in 
Kenya: Country Programme Paper 

Status Approved by Cabinet on 13th October 
2012. 

Endorsed by the Ministry of State 
for Planning, National 
Development & Vision 2030 on 16 
August 2011. 

Approved by Cabinet on 13th October 
2012. 

Purpose To re-frame, in light of the region’s history, 
the way in which Northern Kenya and the 
arid and semi-arid lands are considered by 
Government: 

 As a region of opportunity and 
potential, not just challenge. 

 As a region where Government will 
think and act differently, taking its 
unique characteristics into account 
(including mobility, low population 
density, and pastoralism’s distinct 
institutional arrangements). 

 As a region which is fully part of Kenya, 
and therefore whose citizens are 
entitled to the same basic rights in 
development as other areas of the 
country. 

To complement and deepen 
Vision 2030 by showing how its 
goals will be realised in the 
specific context of Northern Kenya 
and other Arid Lands, and to 
integrate ASAL priorities fully into 
the national framework for 
development policy and planning. 

 

To demonstrate how Kenya will end 
drought emergencies within the next 
ten years. 

                                                           
1 This Summary was prepared by the Ministry of State for the Development of Northern Kenya and Other Arid Lands, October 2012 
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What it 
does 

1. Reinforces Constitutional provisions on 
inequality and marginalisation. 

2. Recognises the value of pastoralism 
and domesticates the African Union 
Policy Framework for Pastoralism in 
Africa. 

3. Emphasises the region’s contribution 
to national development, which will be 
achieved by accelerating investment in 
the foundations for poverty reduction 
and economic growth (such as roads, 
security, and human capital). 

4. Opens the way to new approaches to 
service delivery and governance. 

5. Establishes a stronger institutional 
framework for multi-sectoral and 
multi-stakeholder ASAL development. 

1. Interprets the foundations and 
the three pillars of Vision 2030 
in light of the realities 
prevailing in Northern Kenya 
and other Arid Lands. 

2. Identifies priority investments 
appropriate to the region 
across all the foundations and 
pillars. 

 

1. Re-frames drought management 
in terms of the debate on 
vulnerability and resilience, 
arguing that drought resilience 
will only be built by investing in 
the basic foundations for 
development (as articulated in 
the Vision 2030 strategy). 

2. Strengthens the institutional and 
financing framework for drought 
management in Kenya, and calls 
for more effective international 
financing mechanisms. 

3. Fulfils Kenya’s responsibilities 
under the IGAD initiative to End 
Drought Emergencies in the Horn 
of Africa 

Lead 
agency 

Ministry of State for Development of 
Northern Kenya & other Arid Lands 

Ministry of State for Development 
of Northern Kenya & other Arid 
Lands 

National Drought Management 
Authority 

Next steps The Sessional Paper will now be tabled in 
Parliament. 

The strategy will inform 
preparation of the second V2030 
Medium Term Plan. 

Implementation 

 


