
W eather experts confirmed on Au-
gust 28th that Kenya is on the verge 
of experiencing El Niño phenome-

non in various parts of the country from Octo-
ber up to February next year. Though the in-
tensity of the phenomenon is expected to be 
less than what was experienced in 1997/ 98, it 
could have a significant effect because most of 
the country is recovering from a prolonged 
drought and a resulting famine. Equally the 
infrastructure destroyed in 1997/ 1998 is yet to 
be repaired. 

In order to mitigate against the ef-
fects of the expected weather phenomenon, 
the Disaster sub group of the Kenya Food Se-
curity Meeting has come up with guidelines for 
preparation of District Contingency Plans for 
Flood Emergencies in the country. They pro-
vide an overview of how to develop a district-
level contingency plan for flood emergencies. 
The plan sets out practical measures to be put 
in place for dealing with any likely flood sce-
nario including actions that can be taken by 
governmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions at the district level.  

The District Steering Group (DSG) 
are encouraged to form an Emergency Re-
sponse Team (ERT) comprising of govern-
ment representatives, experts in the fields of 
agriculture, water, roads and public works, edu-
cation, and telecommunications. One organiza-
tion should take the lead in chairing meetings 
and compiling the plan. Private organizations 
should be consulted and may also be involved 
in preparing the plan. Local truck companies, 
fuel suppliers, storage companies (including 
National Cereals and Produce Board) and re-
tailers should be consulted. In short, anybody 
that might be involved in preparedness or re-
sponse should be involved, so that if the plan 

is implemented roles and responsibilities will 
be clearly defined. 
              For adequate preparedness, the team 
should work out an estimated extent of impact 
envisioned in various scenarios from worst 
case of exceptionally heavy rainfall like in 
1997/ 98 to moderate rainfall that may cause 
limited flooding and damage to infrastructure 
and prepare how to react each situation. 
              Information is key in disaster prepar-
edness. Once the information is acquired it is 
important to share it with the local communi-
ties and encourage them to take actions that 
reduce the risk they face such as moving from 
the flood prone areas as well as securing their 
property. Also it is important to initiate emer-
gency training for effective response. 

Another important component iden-
tified by the Disaster sub group is to review 
the response mechanism, identify how the op-
erations will be coordinated and monitored as 
well as put into place an assessment process to 
ensure that the operation achieve its objectives. 
By this stage it would be important to go 
through the immediate response especially if 
excessive rains and floods are eminent The 
immediate response could include flood con-
trol, activating the coordination mechanism, 
communication to Nairobi, planning of assess-
ments, and informing the local population as 
well as pre-positioning of stocks (food and 
medical supplies) at division level that would 
be necessary. The relief requirements, food and 
non-food components should be outlined as 
well as a proposed distribution mechanism.  

Once the needs assessment is com-
plete, it is important to ensure resource avail-
ability. This should include an inventory of the 
food stocks, basic medical supplies and other 
continued on page 3 
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Kenya  

 President Moi Fires His Deputy 

K  enyan President Daniel arap Moi on Friday (30 August) fired his deputy of 13 years, Pro-
fessor George Saitoti, in a move seen to be linked to wrangles within the ruling party 

over the choice of a presidential candidate in the forthcoming elections. 
Prof Saitoti has publicly disagreed with President Moi’s choice of Uhuru Kenyatta - son 

of Kenya’s founding president Jomo Kenyatta - as the preferred successor. Prof Saitoti announced 
his intention to vie and aligned himself to a group of other presidential contenders within the rul-
ing Kenya African National Union (KANU) party - known as the "KANU Rainbow Alliance".  



MIXED FOOD SECURITY IN LONG RAINS ASSESSMENT 

World Food Programme phases 
out Kenya’s EMOP  

Though the assessment 

confirmed improved food 

security condition in several 

pastoral districts following 

favourable rainfall, moderate 

food insecurity persists in some 

areas of the pastoral districts of 

Mandera, Marsabit, Ijara, 

Tana River, West Pokot, 

Kajiado, Baringo, central 

Turkana and the marginal 

agricultural districts of Taita 

Taveta, Kwale, Kitui and 

Makueni. 
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M  ilk availability, growth in herd sizes, 
improved livestock body conditions 

and livestock prices were reported in most of the 
districts surveyed in a long rains food security 
assessment by the Kenya Food Security Meeting. 
The report indicates a significant improvement 
in food security in several pastoral areas, includ-
ing most of Wajir, Garissa, Isiolo, Turkana, Sam-
buru and Marsabit Districts.  

Though the assessment confirmed im-
proved food security condition in several pas-
toral districts following favourable rainfall, mod-
erate food insecurity persists in some areas of 
the pastoral districts of Mandera, Marsabit, Ijara, 
Tana River, West Pokot, Kajiado, Baringo, cen-
tral Turkana and the marginal agricultural dis-
tricts of Taita Taveta, Kwale, Kitui and Makueni. 

Pockets of food deficit have emerged 
although rains resumed in some parts of the 
country in July. Trans Nzoia and Uasin Gishu 
districts, the upper lying districts of Central 
Province, adjacent to Mt. Kenya, as well as in 
localized areas of the pastoral and agropastoral 
districts of Samburu, Garissa, Turkana and Bar-
ingo received some rain in July.  Parts of the Rift 
Valley (Kenya’s grain-basket) and several areas in 
Eastern, Central and Coast Provinces are ex-
pected to have below average yields due to the 
poor distribution of the 2002 long rains. The 
rain started late in April and concluded early in 
June resulting in a shorter than usual cropping 
season in most of the country apart from parts 
of Western and Nyanza provinces. The late-July 
showers may have come too late for maize crops 
in the southeastern and central districts. 

Maize harvesting has also begun in the 
early harvesting areas of the southern Rift Valley 
and in the lowland areas of Central, Eastern and 
Nyanza Provinces thereby improving food secu-
rity.  Farmers in Eastern Province are selling 

To middlemen to avoid the menace of the Great 
Grain Borer. Supply of maize into markets is 
likely to increase due to the on-going harvesting, 
but prices are expected to remain stable as NCPB 
plans to begin buying maize from farmers. 

Harvesting is expected to begin in the 
key ‘grain-basket’ districts in the central Rift Val-
ley in November.  However, some of the maize 
crop has tasselled prematurely, a clear indication 
of moisture stress, in several of key growing areas 
including Trans Nzoia and Uasin Gishu Districts.   
Although Kenya’s Ministry of Agriculture still 
estimates that Kenya will produce 1.9 million MT 
of maize during the 2002 long-rains season, na-
tional estimate are likely to be revised as district-
level estimates are finalized.  Current estimates 
compare unfavorably with the 1991-2001 long-
rains average of 2.18 million MT. Unlike in most 
other cropping areas, harvest prospects for 
Nyanza and Western Provinces are optimistic.  
However, they only contribute about 30 percent 
of national long-rains production and may not 
adequately compensate for poor production in 
most other arable areas of the country. 
The impact of the expected lower production 
from the 2002 long-rains season will likely not be 
felt in the short to medium term since harvesting 
of maize is expected to continue through Decem-
ber in different parts of the country. In addition, 
the MoARD reported a 450,000 MT surplus dur-
ing July, excluding new harvests.  Ministry of Ag-
riculture has recorded a 40 per cent drop in leg-
umes harvested this year compared to the 2001 
yield. Last year a total of 300,000 Metric Tonnes 
of beans were harvested while this year beans 
output is estimated to be 180,000 Metric Tonnes. 
The drop in output has been attributed to sub-
stantial crop damage, especially during April, due 
to excessive rains in key growing areas.  Routine 
influx of beans from Uganda and Tanzania has 
filled the supply gaps 

T  he Kenya Food Security Meeting 
(KFSM) has endorsed plans to phase out 

the Kenya drought relief EMOP.  At a meeting 
convened on August 22 2002, the KFSM sup-
ported the findings of the Long Rains Assess-
ment, which concluded that after two relatively 
good rainy seasons, most of the country has re-
covered from the effects of prolonged drought. 
    This general recovery limits the need for WFP 
emergency food aid interventions. A final general 
food distribution under EMOP will take place in 
six districts of the country. The distribution will 
be completed by the middle of September 2002 
in Turkana, Mandera, West Pokot, Ijara, 

Marsabit and Tana River. A total of 499,921 
beneficiaries are expected to receive 6,992 MT of 
food during the final EMOP general distribution.  
    Food for Work initiatives under the Kenya 
EMOP are ongoing in seven districts. A total of 
4,861 MT of food has been allocated to these 
districts. However, no further allocations of food 
will be made to the districts once the existing 
food balances have been depleted. Food For 
Work beneficiaries are expected to complete 
their project initiatives  by the middle of Septem-
ber 2002. Implementing partners and NGO’s are 
also expected to phase out their activities on the 
EMOP Food For Work programme by the end 
of September 2002.  

Food Security 

Food Distribution 



S ix districts are to be vis-
ited by WESCORD 

management team in a bid to 
start district WES committees. 
Field trips to distr Isiolo, Mar-
sabit, Moyale, Baringo and Tur-
kana districts are to be funded 
by UNICEF.  
               The six districts were 
selected because they do not 
have a strong emergency coordi-
nation system. Each team will 
have five people, two from 
MENR and a  representative 
from ALRMP, UNICEF, and an 
NGO 
               Mwingi and Marsabit 
districts have launched 
WESCOORD at the district 
level. The branches will be com-
posed of all organizations and 
ministries having interest in wa-
ter issues such as Ministry of 
Health, Forestry department, 
District Social Development 
officer among others.  

Development of water re-

sources in the Coast Province 
has been identified as a key 
strategy in eradication of Chol-
era in the region. Since June, 
three cases of cholera outbreaks 
killing ten people have been re-
ported in Mombasa and Kwale 
districts. A total of 415 people 
were admitted in hospitals in the 
two districts. The scale of infec-
tions prompted UNICEF 
( Kenya Country Office) to 
carry out a situation analysis 
with an aim of eradicating the 
disease. When the outbreak oc-
curred in June and August this 
year in Mombasa City and 
Kwale District, the Government 
and City Council responded by 
deploying Public Health Techni-
cians and Water Officers who 
chlorinated wells in the affected 
areas. The bulk of the chlorine 
was supplied by UNICEF and 
the National Water Corporation. 
They set up cholera camps at 
the epicentres with medical sup-
plies and hawking of cooked 

food was banned. In addition, 
messages on community par-
ticipation on preventive meas-
ures were used. 
              These were short 
term measures to deal with the 
epidemic. UNICEF has come 
up with a set of activities which 
could be used to help eradicate 
the disease in the region alto-
gether. They include; Address-
ing structural conditions, access 
to safe water and sanitation, 
that are conducive to cholera 
and diahoreal disease transmis-
sion. Large-scale social mobili-
zation and community training 
was found necessary to ensure 
the population have knowledge 
and motivation to participate in 
prevention.  
              Also, UNICEF is to 
develop a funding proposal for 
cholera eradication through 
water resource development, 
hygiene and sanitation promo-
tion and social mobilisation. 

nancial resources are available or 
ensure a mechanism for instant 
availability of funds when 
needed. Logistics arrangements, 
including warehoues capacity, 
access routes, transport avail-
ability and capacity and camp 
facilities for those likely to be 
displaced, as well as amenities 
that they would require should 

basic relief supplies that are 
available in the district, or are 
likely to be available at the be-
ginning of the next rainy season. 
Only include stocks that could 
be used for relief distribution. 
Compare the stocks on hand, 
and the requirements under 
each scenario and estimate the 
shortfall. Another important 
component is to ensure that fi-

be assessed. In addition to all 
the above, it is important to as-
sess capacity gaps which might 
undermine effective prepared-
ness and relief activities. If time 
permits, prepare a very rough 
budget by sector for each of the 
3 scenarios covering main 
budget items  such as relief sup-
plies, personnel, transport/
logistics and support costs. 

WESCOORD to visit six districts 

2003 school feeding programs.  
This translates to an estimated 
21,000 MT of food for the Ex-
panded School Feeding Pro-
gram in Kenya. 

              Elsewhere, Kenya is to 
receive a 900,000-dollar grant 
from Britain to promote   early 
childhood education. The 

money is part of the Common-
wealth Education Fund that is 
aimed at enhancing educational 
opportunities in poorer com-
monwealth states in commemo-
ration of the golden jubilee of 
the Queen of England. The 
grant aims at improving gender 
equity in education and access 
to quality education for all by 
2015. 

T  he Danish Govern-
ment has pledged a 

contribution of 1,235 MT of 
pulses for EMOP. Swedish 
Government has contributed 
US$170,000 for WFP’s Food 
For Work programme that will 
replace EMOP in six districts 
suffering chronic food shortage.   
               WFP/ VAM has re-
ported that the US has approved 
US $ 100 million globally for 

Donor Contributions 
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Three sub committees have 
been set up to address refugees 
related problems in and around 
the camps in the country. The 
committees are; Land use, envi-
ronment anmd sanitation; Refu-
gees registration, processing and 
security; and Community Par-
ticipation (infrastructure, educa-
tion, health and employment). 

              The committees will 
employ multisectoral approach 
in addressing the problems 

though the meeting noted the 
contribution by various organi-
zations working with refugees as 

per their respective mandate. 
The committees will examine 
the refugees problems in a wider 
context and develop or revitalize 
the existing institutional frame-
work to address arising issues.  
They report to the primary com-
mittee on September 17 to be 
chaired by Assistant Minister of 
Home Affairs.  

                Due to the lack of 
wheat flour in the food basket, 
beneficiaries have been compen-

sated with 200 grams of maize 
to make up for that shortfall.  
All in all, WFP is meeting the 
food needs of 207,000 refugees 
in the two camps. 
         A Joint Assessment Mis-
sion for the Kenya PPRO is to 
be undertaken by UNHCR, 
GoK and WFP.    
           Donors will also be in-
vited to participate in the assess-
ment mission, which is sched-

W  FP received a cash 
contribution of US

$2.4 million from the American 
government which will be used 
to buy 1,365 MT of pulses, 600 
MT of vegetable oil and 2,000 
MT of blended food.            

              An American donation 
of 8,060 MT of wheat flour has 
arrived in Mombasa and will be 
dispatched to the refugee camps 
in Dadaab and Kakuma as soon 
as it can be delivered.  

uled to take place at the end of 
September and to last for about 
two weeks.                          
         The assessment mission 
will examine the food needs of 
beneficiaries and will also review 

issues related to nutrition, food 
security, the needs of the host 
populations, gender and to es-
tablishing a durable solution to 
the refugee situation in Kenya. 

Committee For Refugees Set Up 

 
Somali Bantu relocation Exercise 
By mid August, a total of 5,675 Somali Bantus had been relocated 
to Kakuma.  The Bantus requested the UN agency to resettle them 
away from Somalia for fear of continued discrimination. The relo-
cation to Kakuma kicks off a screening process with an ultimate 
goal of resettling them in the US.  Their  movement from Dadaab 
to Kakuma camp is coordinated by UNHCR in conjunction with 
IOM. 

U  NHCR has downsized its 
operations in Mandera, 

leaving only a small office and a 
locally hired staff to monitor the 
situation. The move comes after 
the UN refugee agency relocated 
3,351 refugees to Dadaab in an op-
eration that took more than two 
months.  Initially it was estimated 
that 10,000 Somalis had crossed the 
border into Kenya but only 3,351 
registered with UNHCR. The last 
convoy left Mandera on 8 August.  
              The refugees began arriv-
ing in Mandera in April to escape 
clan fighting in their villages in and 
around the town of Bulla Hawa a 
few metres from the border with 
Somalia.   

Mandera Operation UNHCR Operation Winds 

WFP food Kitty for Refugees Boosted 

The relocation to Kakuma 

kicks off a screening process 

with an ultimate goal of 

resettling them in the US. 
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President bars refugees from engaging in business activities 
President Moi has advised refugees not to involve themselves in 
activities that are in conflict with the interest of Kenyans. He 
said refugees should not engage themselves in business activities 
that endangered the survival of local enterprises. He was talking 
to delegates from Turkana District [northwestern Kenya]. 

mandate 

lack 

assessment 

needs 

Refugee 



M  ost of the temporary 
water sources in the 

arid districts have dried up ex-
cept in Wajir and Garissa/ Ijara 
districts. Therefore people and 
livestock are now depending on 
shallow wells, traditional river 
wells and boreholes for water. 

Forage availability re-
mained good in most of the dis-
tricts except sections of Baringo 
District where forage situation is 
very poor forcing pastoralists to 
move their livestock to an area 
close to the Samburu District 
border that is prone to conflict. 

               Most of the livestock 
have moved into the dry season 
grazing areas except for few 
milking animals which are re-
tained around the settlements. 
This has reduced household 
milk availability in all the dis-
tricts. Livestock movement has 
also been reported in parts of 
Kajiado District, especially Oloi-
toktok and Magadi. The live-
stock is being moved to other 
areas because the amount of 
rain received was inadequate 
and could not sustain the pas-
ture until the short rains.  

The Arid Lands Re-
source Management Project in-
dicate that the North-Central 
districts of  Marsabit, Isiolo and 
Moyale areas are beginning to 
dry up with depleting water re-
serves.   

Livestock condition 
remained good in all the dis-
tricts. However, Turkana, Isiolo 
and some other districts are 
now experiencing lumpy skin 
disease outbreaks and there are 

also signs of CPPP.  Increased 
mortalities in kids were reported 
in Isiolo district due to the 
Lumpy Skin Disease and in 
parts of Garissa District due to 
Tsetse fly infestation.  In most 
other areas, livestock herds have 
grown, particularly the small 
stock, while mortality rates have 
gone down since April.   

Prices of all the species 
of livestock dropped, this is due 
increased number of livestock 
presented for sale and absence 
of livestock traders in the mar-
kets, however the prices of cam-
els increased in Tana River dis-
trict, this is attributed to traders 
buying camels for export. 

In general there has 
been improvement of the price 
and sale of camels some of 
which appear to have been 
heading to markets further 
North, perhaps Egypt where 
there is a high demand for their 
meat. It has been realised that 
Egypt has a huge market for de-
boned meat and  pastoralists are 
beginning to tap this market.   

Although food security 
prospects for most pastoralists 
are bright, pastoralists in parts 
of Mandera, Tana River, West 
Pokot and Baringo Districts re-
main highly food insecure, un-
dermining the tentative recovery 
that began during the 2001/ 02 
short-rains season.  Recovery in 
most other areas of the pastoral 
districts, though encouraging, 
will take longer than usual and 

would be enhanced further by 
good short rains toward the end 
of the year.  

In addition, livestock 
experts have advised pastoralist 
to prepare for the oncoming El 

Niño They fear that the pastor-
alist could loose the smaller and 
younger animals as a result of 
heavy rain and flooding.  Also 
an increase in parasitic and epi-
demic diseases including arthro-
pod borne infections and pneu-

monia  is expected due to the 
weather changes that accom-
pany the phenomenon.  

Apart from drowning, 
ticks and tsetse fly increase sig-
nificantly leading to increased 
incidences of tick-borne diseases 
and trypanomiasis respectively.  
In 1998, livestock disease like 
CPPP, CBPP and foot rot were 
experienced.  Abortions were 
reported in cattle, sheep and 
goats.  Seasonal rivers burst 
their banks and for this reason 
livestock could not be taken to 
the market and public transpor-
tation increased its prices almost 
four times.  

The experts say that 
the communities should also be 
advised of the issues that they 
could consider whilst preparing 
their prevention and coping 
strategies.  They could be en-
couraged to sell some of their 
livestock because the most use-
ful resource in most emergen-
cies and disasters is money. 
Therefore, rather than wait to 
sell livestock to raise funds after 
the disaster, they should con-
sider selling some animals be-
fore the emergency sets in.  This 
is especially important in floods 
because, as seen in 1997/ 98, 
communities are often cut off 
from their markets for several 
weeks after flood-swollen rivers 
sweep away bridges and roads. 

Water sources dry up though good forage prevails 
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Recovery in most other areas of 
the pastoral districts, though 
encouraging, will take longer 

than usual and would be 
enhanced further by good 

short rains toward the 
end of the year.  
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
Livestock Working Group meet on September 17 2002 at 14.15.  The topic will be the continuation 
of the “Contingency planning for livestock affected by flooding”. 
KFSSG: September 17 
KFSM:September 16 
Oxfam GB peace building initiatives workshop in Wajir  from  9th  to 11th August. Representatives 
from Wajir, Mandera, Ijara, Garissa, Tana River, Isiolo, Marsabit, and Moyale will be participating. 



K  enyans can now im-
port generic anti-

retroviral (ARV) drugs for 
HIV/ AIDS following parlia-
ment’s reversal of an amend-
ment to the Industrial Property 
Act restricting such imports.  
              The re-amendment- 
requiring importers to seek per-
mission of the original patent 
holders before importation was 
tagged to a Trade Marks 
Amendment Bill on 8 August, 
which is now awaiting presiden-
tial assent, without the knowl-
edge of other stakeholders.   

              The amendment is 
likely to increase access to a 
wide variety of ARVs and bring 
down the cost of treatment.  
              The United Nations 
estimates that 700 people die of 
HIV/ AIDS and related illnesses 
in Kenya each day, and that at 
present only 6,000 people have 
access to ARVs. 
              The Government has 
launched a programme of giving 
free Nevirapine to all HIV posi-
tive pregnant women giving 
birth in Government hospitals 

to block mother to child trans-
mission of the HIV virus. It is 
estimated that the drug will stop 
the transmission in about  60 

per cent of  the cases. By giving 
the mother a dose just before 
birth and the new-born its syrup 
soon after birth, some 50,000 
Kenyan babies should be saved 
each year.  
               The next hurdle is to 
ensure that all pregnant women 
know their HIV status. The 

government recently started an 
advertising campaign to pro-
mote the 256 voluntary counsel-
ling and testing centres (VCT).  

Kenya’s Ministry of 
Health has identified Malaria as 
the major cause of deaths in 
Kenya ahead of HIV/ AIDS. 
According to the report, malaria 
contributes the highest morbid-
ity and mortality of all infectious 
diseases. 

The disease is closely 
followed by HIV/ AIDS. The 

Japanese Government boosted 
the fight against Malaria with a 
US$3 billion grant to be shared 
among several African coun-
tries.   

The grant will be used 
to fight infectious and parasitic 
diseases to be implemented 
through a five year project 
whose aim is to improve public 
health, develop research net-
works, strengthen primary and 
secondary education and expand 

access to safe water.  
The Provincial Medical 

Officer of Health (PMOH) in 
Western Province reported five 
cases of Meningitis suspected to 
be originating from Rwanda that 
has claimed two lives in the 
province.  

The PMOH said he 
had called off an alert because in 
the last ten days he has not en-
countered any fresh cases. Out 
of the five patients treated, only 
one had symptoms of the men-
ingitis that spreads to epidemic 
proportions. 
              In Mombasa, the 
Coast General Hospital's Chief 
Administrator called off an alert 
issued over possible cholera out-
break in Mombasa District. She 
said the situation was under 
control since no fresh cases 
were reported in the last fort-
night. Cases of cholera were 
reported in parts of Shimoni, 
Lunga Lunga and Vanga in 
Kwale districtsat in early Au-
gust. 
(Source Daily Nation, Western 
Province PMOH, Africa Analy-
sis 23rd August edition, Coast 
MOH, IRIN)  

Law re-amended to allow direct ARV import 

UNICEF study shows 
how Cholera is 

transmitted in the Coast 
Province. 
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T  his year marked the 5th 
anniversary of the Lik-

oni clashes in Mombasa with 
Kenya Human Rights Network 
asking the Government to re-
lease Akiwumi Commission re-
port. The report was submitted 
to the president and was never 
made public.  

Elsewhere, Kenya po-
lice officers have been advised 
acquire skills to handle election 
violence if and when it happens. 
The law enforcers were told to 
be careful when handling elec-
tion issues because their actions 
could fuel violence instead of 
stopping it. The officers were 
urged to understand their role as 
law enforcement agents and not 

to be partisan. They should not 
play the role of presiding offi-
cers, candidates or their agents. 
Spots of election violence have 
been recorded. In Makuyu, Mu-
rang’a District, supporters of Mr 
Uhuru Kenyatta attempted to 
disrupt a National Alliance Party 
(NAK) rally. 

 In Magina near Gucha 
(Transmara border), several 
houses and property of un-
known value were destroyed in a 
fire. The incident took place 
near the Transmara border on 
13 August, 2002. The area DC 
visited the victims and said the 
case was to be investigated. The 
area is experiencing ethnic  hos-
tilities between the Kisii and 
Maasai communities. 

Two people were con-
firmed dead and one seriously 
injured as a result of cattle rus-
tling between Pokots and Mark-
wets. According to Kenya Red 
Cross and area district commis-
sioner, the incident took place 
on August 11 when the Mark-
wets raided the Pokots. Since 11 

August, 2002, Pokots have been 
closing over into the valley in 
preparation for revenge. It is 
said that an estimated popula-
tion of 50% of Marakwets living 
in the valley have moved to the 
Escarpment for fear of attacks. 

              In the neighbouring 
Kapenguria, incidents of fight-
ing have been reported since 11 
August, 2002 between the two 
communities. Tension is said to 
be on the increase between the 
two communities in the recent 
past.  

Six people have been 
killed by raiders in the Kainuk 
area of Turkana district. After a 
protracted battle between the 
raiders and local police, goats 
which had earlier been stolen, 
were recovered by the police  
and returned to their owners. It 
appears that the raiders came 
from the West Pokot district.     

Five armed gunmen 
are reported to have entered the 
UNHCR transit centre in Man-
dera and made off with medi-
cine and furniture. A watchman 
at the transit center was report-
edly made to carry some of the 
stolen merchandise over the 

border into Bula Hawa, in So-
malia, by the gunmen. (Source: 
Kenya Red Cross and West 
Pokot DC) 

In Tana River District, 
the situation is still tense as 
there is no substantial level of 
interaction between the between 
the Ormas (Pastoralist) and 
Pokomos (farmers) as each 
community tends to keep to 
itself following the recent fight-
ing. 
              Illiteracy levels in the 
district are high and this is af-
fecting the level of awareness to 
the locals in the districts. Crops 
yield could be adversely affected 

by a recent army worms attack. 
(Source CARITAS Garsen) 

Six bulls that were sto-
len from Kajiado  along the Ka-
jiado Makueni border are to be 
compensated by Friday 30 Au-
gust 02. The Kajiado DC Mr. 
John Abduba appealed for the 
return of the bulls to avoid 
chances of tension/ conflict aris-
ing between the Maasai and 
Kamba communities in the area. 
Confirming the incident in a 
telephone conversation, the the 
Kajiado DO1 said that there is a 

system in place to compensate 
for losses of animals said to 
have been stolen from either 
side.  
(Source East A frican Standard 26 
A ugust, 2002 and conversation DO1 
Kajiado)  

Pastoralist from 
neighbouring districts to Lai-
kipia district are encroaching 
into private ranches in search of 
pasture. The pastoralists, mainly 
Samburus from Isiolo District 
have been made to move to 
these areas due to the prolonged 
drought that has led to a short-
age of pasture and water for 
their animals. Laikipia DC said 
the government has been en-
couraging Maasai herdsmen in 
the area to sell part of their live-
stock and maintain a manage-
able stock. The community has 
invested money from sale of 
livestock in EcoTourism Pro-
jects. For example the Kijabe 
Group Ranch in Mkogodho 
Division is owned by the com-
munity. Sixteen herdsmen from 
the Samburu community in Isi-
olo (Ol'donyilo) who had ille-
gally entered the ranches with 
their animals are in police cus-
tody and will be aligned in court 
for trespass and invasion of pri-
vate property, the DC said. 
(E.A . Standard, 26 A ugust  and 
Laikipia DC)  

 

Prepare for political violence, Polioce told 
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Six people have been 

killed by raiders in the 

Kainuk area of Turkana 

district. After a 

protracted battle 

between the raiders and 

local police, the West 

Pokot district 
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Security 



F orecast model outputs 
indicate that there is a 

high likelihood for a weak to 
moderate El Niño to persist 
through September to Decem-
ber this year. Generally, the Sea 
Surface temperature anomalies 
over most of the tropical Atlan-
tic and Indian oceans are weak. 
However, warmer than normal 
sea surface temperatures have 
been observed over equatorial 
eastern Indian Ocean. Any west-
ward spread of these anomalies 
and /  or occurrence of a tropi-
cal cyclone may influence the 
rainfall patterns in the sub re-
gion. An increased likelihood of 
near-normal to below-normal 
rainfall over much Kenya and 
most parts of the Greater Horn 
of Africa region. southwestern 
Kenya and extreme southern 
have an enhanced probability of 
above normal rainfall.  
              Below normal rainfall 
conditions are likely for some 
parts of Kenya. The impacts of 
the accumulated rainfall deficits 
may therefore be further exacer-
bated. It should also be noted 
that heavy and short duration 
episodic events are common 
even in below normal rainfall 

conditions. The tenth Climate 
Outlook Forum, convened in 
Nairobi from 26 to 28 August 
2000 by the Drought Monitor-
ing Centre, Nairobi (DMCN) 
reached a consensus on the  
September to December 2002 
rainfall season in the eastern 
Africa sub region comprising of 
Burundi, Djibouti, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, So-
malia, Sudan, Tanzania and 
Uganda ( the Greater Horn of 

Africa), The forum reviewed the 
state of the global climate sys-
tem and its implications for the 
sub-region. Among the principal 
factors taken into account were 
the observed and predicted 
SSTs in the tropical Pacific 
Ocean and over much of the 
tropical Atlantic and Indian 
Oceans as well as the evolving 
weak to moderate El Niño con-
ditions. 

Athi River- A portion of Sinai Cotton City slum, housing 109 
families, was razed down in a fire that started from one of the 
shacks on Sunday night (August 19) leaving 302 people 
homeless and destitute. The grass thatched houses, with carton 
and polythene paper walls were completely destroyed in the fire.  
              The area Catholic Church and individuals have been 
supporting the residents with food and night shelter.  Kenya Red 
Cross went to the scene on Tuesday afternoon and gave them 
100 tarpaulins for constructing temporary shelters and 216 
blankets.  
              The residents were unable to salvage anything as the 
fire spread quickly between the close knit shacks. Most of the 
residents are casual labourers in nearby factories and farms and 
have very low income. They have refused to move into the 
Catholic Church compound fearing that the relief would not 
reach them and the owner of the land where they have been 
squatters could reclaim it 
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The purpose of the UN Disaster Prevention, Management and Co-ordination Unit  (DPMCU) is to 
enhance, support, and service a coordinated and coherent response amongst all partners to any kind of 
emergency situation, natural or man made (disasters or conflicts) in Kenya; improve the early warning 

mechanisms and information management systems; participate in regular monitoring of vulnerability and 
strengthen preparedness and response capacities amongst all partners. It also facilitates mobilisation of 

national and international resources.  
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