
  

SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   OOOPPPEEERRRAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS   
SUDAN/CHAD SITUATION UPDATE 33 

6 October 2005 

Refugee woman and child, eastern Chad. UNHCR/H. Caux



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 2/13 

SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The general security situation in Bahr El Jebel State and Eastern Equatoria1 remained tense due to Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) movement and activities in the region. The security situation in Juba town and the 
surrounding areas remained calm and stable. The population of Gumbo, located about five miles east of the 
Nile along the Juba–Torit road, continues to seek safety in Juba town during the night due to LRA threats, 
returning to Gumbo during the day. In the Mundri area of Western Equatoria, violent conflict took place 
between the Moru and the Dinka Bor IDPs. This led to the security levels of Mundri, Kotobi and Lui being 
raised to level 4 (red “no go”).  
 
The new UN security management system came into effect as of 1 October. The former Government and 
SPLM/A areas of south Sudan have been merged and placed under a Deputy Designated Official for Security 
located in Juba.  
 
Political developments 
The Parliament of south Sudan was officially inaugurated by Salva Kiir Mayardit, First Vice President of 
Sudan and President of South Sudan. Thousands of citizens in Juba turned up to witness the occasion. In 
the opening session of Parliament, the President of South Sudan stated that the main task of the 
Government is to provide basic services to its citizens, while the newly elected speaker of the Assembly, Lt 
Gen. James Wani Igga, called for unity in the south. Meanwhile, the Vice President of South Sudan, Riak 
Machar, and the Governors of the ten southern States took oath of office before Salva Kiir. During the 
swearing in ceremony, Riak Machar called on the international community to support development efforts in 
south Sudan.  
 
Population movements 
In the last week, ADRA registered 1,004 individuals (243 households) returnees coming back to Malakal 
town. 
 
During the regular Sustainable Returns Team (SRT) meeting in Rumbek on 6 October, it was reported that 
there are spontaneous returnees from Ethiopia to Upper Nile. UNHCR has been tasked to provide more 
information on return from Ethiopia.  
 
Multi-sector mission to Blue Nile State  
In the context of the preparations for the UN 2006 Work Plan, the UNCT fielded an inter-agency multi-sector 
mission to Blue Nile State from 12 to 14 September. The mission was composed of representatives from 
OCHA, UNICEF, WFP, FAO, WHO, IRC and was led by UNHCR on account of its lead role for return and 
reintegration in the state. On the ground, the mission was joined by the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) 
and the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC). The aim was to provide a realistic outline of 
the state priorities, planning assumptions and sectoral activities for inclusion in the 2006 Work Plan. In 
Damazine, the mission met with Government state officials and in Kurmuk with the local SPLM authorities. 
Both Government and SPLM authorities expressed their willingness to receive returnees (IDPs and refugees) 
and to facilitate “go and see visits.” The mission found that organized voluntary returns from Ethiopia as 
planned is hindered due to the presence of land mines/UXOs; seasonal inaccessibility and general poor 
conditions of roads/routes; absence of way stations; and lack of humanitarian presence (both UN agencies 
and NGOs) across the state. Furthermore, indigenous NGOs in the state are still in their infancy. The mission 
identified major return areas and recommended that UNHCR in Ethiopia share detailed information on the 
final destinations of expected refugee returnees. The mission also recommended that HAC/SRRC, in 
coordination with UNHCR, explore land issues and identify occupied lands. UNHCR will carry out a logistics 
                                                 
1 A locator map of Sudan is available at the end of the document. 
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assessment to the area shortly as well as a mine assessment through the UNMAS Officer seconded to 
UNHCR.  
 
South Sudan protection meeting 
The first UNHCR south Sudan protection meeting was held in Juba from 27 to 29 September. The meeting 
discussed inter alia the overall protection strategy for returns during 2005 and 2006, highlighting the need to 
move forward and operationalize protection as well as develop a concrete plan of action for voluntary 
repatriation from the Central African Republic (CAR), DRC and Ethiopia. Other issues discussed included 
protection monitoring tools and registration and data management. The role of mass information as a key 
component of protection in the return process was discussed, including organizing “go and see” visits and the 
identification of mass information focal points in field offices. The role of community services as a tool of 
protection was also discussed in the context of capacity building of implementing agencies focusing on 
women, youth, unaccompanied minors and sexual and gender-based violence. It was also mentioned that a 
Gender and Age Diversity Mainstreaming (GADM) team will visit south Sudan in October. The participants all 
agreed that the protection meeting was timely as the end of the rainy season approaches and the return of 
refugees and IDPs gathers momentum. In addition, it was felt that the meeting provided the basis for 
strengthening future cooperation between offices and harmonizing the various protection and monitoring 
procedures.  
 
Joint mission to Torit 
The half-day joint mission to Torit comprising UNHCR, OCHA and Windle Trust International (WTI) was 
conducted on 30 September. The mission assessed the humanitarian situation in Torit and recent population 
movements in and out of Torit. The mission met with UNMIS (UN Mission in Sudan) military observers, the 
Acting Commissioner of Eastern Equatoria State and the newly appointed SRRC/HAC Commissioner in Torit. 
Access to Torit from the eastern part of Sudan and eventually from Kenya is improving significantly, due to 
progress in de-mining. SRRC/HAC registered 421 returnees to Torit since January 2005. According to 
SRRC/HAC, this figure represents only the returnees who visited the former HAC office; it does not include 
potential returnees who may have directly traveled to their villages of origin without informing the office. 
SRRC/HAC stated that some of those are returnee students seeking education opportunities. The office does 
not have information on the present status of the reported returnees and assumes that some of them have 
already left Torit. So far, family visits are the main reasons for population movements in Torit. UNHCR and 
WTI also visited an English primary and secondary school. The authorities stated that over 50 newly enrolled 
students have returned from SPLM-controlled areas or neighboring countries. A follow up mission is planned 
in the near future to meet with local chiefs regarding population movements and to conduct returnee 
monitoring in neighboring villages.  
 
Mission by Windle Trust International  
A second mission by WTI of two education specialists is currently in Juba. Their task is to finalize the project 
proposal for training of English teachers to address the immediate needs of Buluk A Basic School and Juba 
Day Secondary School.  
 
Sustainable Livelihoods Programme 
Discussions continued between FAO and UNHCR on the Memorandum of Understanding for the Land 
Management and Sustainable Livelihoods Programme. Discussions were also held with the civil authority 
and potential partners in five of the six areas targeted by the programme on how to utilize formal and 
traditional structures to promote participatory approaches to area-based development planning. 
 
A joint UNHCR-FAO team visited Pochalla. During the visit, senior members of the civil authority expressed 
concern over the plight of 17,000 refugees at Alare camp. It appears that the refugees are not receiving 
adequate food supplies, the water facilities are poor and medicines for common ailments are not available. 
On a more positive note, members of the community, the local “King” (Nyiea) of Pochalla Payam and church 
leaders expressed their support for the approach taken by the Sustainable Livelihoods Programme and 
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offered their services to facilitate its implementation. World Relief, who facilitated the mission to Pochalla, 
also confirmed their willingness to participate in the programme.  
 
Progress on Community Based Reintegration Projects  
Yei 
• American Refugee Committee (ARC) in Yei has trained 15 HIV/AIDS counsellors for Udabi, Limoro, 

Lasu, Lainya, Yei and Kajo Keji. Voluntary testing centres in St. Bakhita Health Services and Sudan 
Medical Care are operational.  

 
Kajo Keji 
• The eight primary health care units under construction by ARC are already roofed. 
• ARC is conducting a HIV/AIDS awareness programme. Six outreach visits were carried out to primary 

and secondary schools. 
• Two lulu nut crushing machines were given out to two women’s groups to facilitate processing of lulu oil. 
 
 Yambio  
• Africa Development and Emergency Organization (ADEO) conducted a “training of trainers” workshop for 

the new sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) facilitators. Twenty-one participants attended. The 
aim is to increase the number of facilitators who can take the SGBV campaigns to the grassroots level. 
Half of the trainees have been selected for further training on the job. Another workshop has been 
planned for Nzara. 

• The renovation work at the Yambio County Health Department office is expected to be completed in two 
weeks.  

• Renovation of Lirangu health centre in Yambio County starts this week, while that of Basukangbi and 
Ndoromo health centres in Yambio County takes off in the coming week. 

• Scholastic materials were ordered, purchased and transported to Yambio by ADRA.  Beneficiary schools 
have been identified. The distribution mechanism and strategy has been jointly developed by the local 
education authorities, ADRA and UNHCR in Yambio County. 

• Distribution of scholastic materials, mainly exercise books, pencils, sharpeners and rulers, as well as 
skipping ropes, has started in nearby schools in Yambio County. Priority is being given to Community 
Village Girls’ Schools.  

 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 4 October 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 38,953,891 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
Security 
The situation in eastern Sudan remained calm. As a result of heavy rains, some parts of the Kassala-
Khartoum highway are damaged. 
 
Refugee Status Determination 
During the reporting period, 98 people were registered. A total of 123 asylum seekers were interviewed and 
accepted. The acceptance rate is 100 percent. The profile of new arrivals is mostly young Eritrean men - 
deserters and draft evaders. 
 
Relocation from closed camps 
Following a recent visit by UNHCR to Abu Rakham closed camp, about 228 refugee families (Ethiopians and 
Eritreans) in the camp showed willingness to be relocated to Abuda or Um Gargour refugee camp. Two 
representatives from the community submitted the list of refugees to be relocated to UNHCR. 
 
Unaccompanied minors  
Currently, there are 17 male unaccompanied minors (UAMs) living in the Human Appeal International (HAI) 
office in Kilo 26. HAI provides them with three meals per day. To meet their needs, arrangements have been 
made to provide them with medicine, plastic sheets, mosquito nets and musical instruments. Seven female 
UAMs who arrived in the camp last week left to join their relatives in Kassala without leaving their contacts.    
 
Individual assistance 
Fifty beds and mattresses were procured to provide assistance to vulnerable families. Arrangements have 
also been made to provide 18 beds to nine families (38 individuals) who were relocated from Khartoum to Um 
Gargour.   
 
Tree planting activities 
UNHCR conducted a field mission to Kilo 26 camp and village. A total of 460 families in the camp and 350 
families in the village have been involved in tree planting. Some 1,500 tree seedlings have been raised and 
planted. The tree survival rate is over 90 percent.  
 
A total of 10.5 hectares of rain-fed agro-forestry have been established adjacent to the camp. The main crops 
planted are sorghum and acacia seyal trees (3,000 trees have been planted). The farmers have been 
assisted with agricultural seeds, trees, initial funds to buy a water pump and payment of water fees. The 
farmers have provided land and labour for day-to-day management of the farm. The performance of sorghum 
is average and the tree survival rate is about 80 percent.  
 
In addition, a total of 8.3 hectares of irrigated agro-forestry farm have been established. The main crops 
grown are sorghum, okra, cowpea and acacia trees. The farm is managed by 20 farmers, of whom seven are 
refugees. The yields have been very high as production is continuous. In total, the farmers have earned 
800,000 Sudanese Dinars (about 3,330 US dollars), an average of 97,000 Sudanese Dinars (about 400 US 
dollars) per hectare, excluding food that is harvested for home consumption. The tree survival rate on the 
farm is about 98 percent. The farm will be further expanded by 13 hectares in the last quarter of 2005. After a 
one-year period, the farmers will take over full responsibility for management and sustainability of the farm. 
 
Agro-forestry training 
Agro-forestry training has been conducted in Um Gargour to about 25 farmers by the Agro-forestry Research 
Centre in Medani. The farmers have indicated the priority tree species that should be promoted on farms, 
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including acacia senegal, balanites egyptica, acacia ampliceps and acacia stenophylla. The main constraints 
facing agro-forestry activities are weeds and the lack of a constant supply of water. 
 
Energy programme 
The energy programme is also ongoing. A total of 50 kisra stoves have been constructed by the community 
after receiving training from the Forest National Corporation. A survey on energy consumption patterns has 
been conducted and the results are currently being processed. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 4 October 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,139,815 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
In West Darfur, the security situation deteriorated following the attack by a large number of Arab tribesmen 
on Aru Sharow IDP camp and villages in the Seleah area on 28 September. The death toll, as of 1 October, 
was 34 people. A UNHCR mission, traveling in a convoy together with UNMIS Human Rights and escorted 
by the African Union (AU), immediately traveled to Aru Sharow to make an initial assessment and determine 
what measures need to be taken to ensure better protection of IDPs in such a situation.  
 
In South Darfur, the security situation in Sheria was reported to be calm by the AU. According to reports by 
two assessment missions which took place after the attack on 20 September, IDP conditions are not bad. 
IDPs that fled the attack have reportedly moved back to their villages, while other IDPs have fled Sheria to 
Kalma camp. Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) presence continues to be observed in the surroundings of Sheria. 
The security situation in Mershing/Manawashi/Duma has reportedly improved as Arab militiamen have 
moved away from the villages. The AU stopped its night patrols in the area as of 25 September and sheikhs 
raised concerns that the security situation may deteriorate.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Returns from Chad 
CARE reported that the number of refugee returns from camps/sites in Chad (Goz Beida, Saraf Burgu, Kade, 
Garar and Aradib) is 138 households to date. OXFAM distributed jerry cans and plastic sheeting. WFP will 
conduct a verification exercise to decide on food distribution.  
 
Military presence in Nertiti camps 
UNHCR is following up on the issue of military presence in Nertiti camps as one of its priorities. UNHCR will 
conduct a mission once the security conditions permit assessment of the situation. Discussions with all 
stakeholders, including the AU Sector Commander and CivPol on how to resolve the problem continue. The 
AU CivPol promised to investigate the matter and share findings with UNHCR.   
 
New office in Habila 
On 1 October, UNHCR undertook a mission to Habila to make final arrangements for the opening of the 
office and meet WFP, NGOs and sheikhs. The construction of the office should be completed by 16 October.  
 
Firewood patrol meeting with IDP women 
On 28 September, UNHCR Zalingi attended the IDP women firewood patrol meeting. Some women 
complained of being harassed by unarmed Arab militia while collecting firewood unescorted. However, they 
did not report the incident to the local police. They also complained of Arab militiamen passing through the 
camp and of increased theft. AU CivPol will follow up and report in the next meeting. 
 
Community services activities 
In Zalingi, UNHCR held a meeting with Norwegian Church Aid, Joint Church Action and CARITAS on how to 
collaborate on issues of concern to UNHCR. The following areas were identified as of concern: 
empowerment of IDP women in various activities such as distribution of food and non-food items, women’s 
participation in committees and leadership positions in the community, workshops in girl education, harmful 
practices and services for persons with special needs. 
 
Food distribution in Mukjar area 
WFP distributed food for Mukjar for the month of September and started the October distribution with a full 
food basket (cereals, pulses, corn-soya blend, vegetable oil, sugar and salt). WFP has also just completed an 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 8/13 

emergency distribution to some 7,500 individuals due to drought in the villages which are scattered around 
Bindisi and Foro Baranga - Simukidi, Erbi, Mugeli, Gaja and Borbor.   
 
New DVD release to benefit displaced and refugees from Darfur 
A new DVD, called "Voices for Darfur," has been released by EMI. It features all the songs from a special 
concert held last year at the Royal Albert Hall in London to raise funds for UNHCR's work in Darfur and Chad. 
It features artists who volunteered their time and talent in support of the victims of the situation in Darfur, 
including Yusuf Islam (formerly known as Cat Stevens), Chrissie Hynde of the Pretenders, Mick Hucknall 
from Simply Red, Nicole Russo of the Brand New Heavies, Moloko singer Roisin Murphy, Ruthie Henshall, 
Sir Willard White, and UNHCR's longest-serving Goodwill Ambassador, Barbara Hendricks. In addition, the 
DVD includes backstage footage of all artists expressing their views on the Darfur conflict and explaining 
their decision to perform for free. The DVD is now in stores in Europe and Australia and will be released this 
month in North America and Japan. All proceeds will benefit UNHCR's operations in Chad and Sudan. 
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Population movements 
Recently, South Darfur has been witnessing the presence of local militiamen in the surroundings of Singita, 
Al baratar, Kass, Mershing, Manawashi and Duma. Militiamen continue to threaten IDPs in the camps and 
civilians in the villages. Movement and displacement of civilians and IDPs has been noted in Kass and 
Singitia. Reports from humanitarian agencies indicate that 350 households were displaced from Singita to 
Kass and camped outside the AU compound. The Wali ordered the displaced to return to Singitia and 
refused their entry into the camp in Kass. Agencies reported that the situation in Singitia is uncertain as local 
militiamen are moving in the surrounding areas. 
 
Situation in Kalma camp 
Tension has been very high in Kalma camp with a demonstration in NGO offices in the camp. A meeting was 
scheduled on 30 September, chaired by OCHA and attended by 400-500 sheikhs and more than 600 women. 
The major concern raised was that the IDPs who arrived in Kalma camp six-nine months ago have been 
without ration cards. According to WFP, the only way to solve the problem is to carry out the registration 
which has been boycotted twice in Kalma camp. On 4 October, WFP and World Vision managed to organize 
a head count for Kalma camp, which worked very well. The results have not yet been published; however, it 
was observed that the number of IDPs is reduced.  
 
Legal aid for detained children 
The UNHCR/Amel Centre legal aid programme was granted permission to have access to prisons and 
detention centres to assess the situation of children arrested or detained (either in prison or in national 
security detention). A total of 150 cases of IDP children have been filed before the attorney. As a result, five 
children have been released. The rest of the cases will be attended to next week in Nyala court. 
 
Youth centre opened in El Zureif camp 
The youth centre in El Zureif camp was officially opened on 1 October. The opening was marked by a friendly 
football match between youth in Zureif and in Otash. It was a good opportunity for the youth to visit their 
peers in another location.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 4 October 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 14,464,001 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
In eastern Chad, an attack on the village of Madayouna, Dar Sila department, Ouaddai region, occurred on 
26 September by armed men on horses and camels. Early accounts suggested 36 villagers were killed in the 
attack, with many more being wounded and a significant number of cattle being looted. Later accounts, never 
confirmed, suggested the death toll was higher. Chadian authorities attributed the attack to Sudanese 
janjaweed. Others suggested that Chadian janjaweed and Chadian rebels (based in Sudan) may also have 
taken part. The motivation appears to have been looting of livestock. UNHCR Goz Beida carried out an 
evaluation mission in the area shortly after the attack. The mission noted that the border has been heavily 
reinforced by Chadian forces doing regular patrols. Non-essential missions to the area have been suspended 
for the time being. The incident has damaged relations between Chad and Sudan. The Government of Chad 
has closed its Consulate in El Geneina, Sudan, and requested the departure of the Sudanese Consul in 
Abeche.   
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
New Governor of Ouaddai 
The monthly meeting between UNHCR, UN agencies, NGOs, local authorities and the new Governor of 
Ouaddai took place in Abeche. UN agencies and NGOs explained their activities in the Ouaddai region to the 
Governor. Projects for the local population in the Ouaddai area were also discussed. The Governor assured 
the agencies of his willingness to facilitate the work of the humanitarian community. 
 
Projects for the benefit of local communities 
As part of the UNHCR plan to develop projects to enhance the livelihood of the local population, seven 
projects approved at the Dar Tama prefecture level will shortly be submitted to the Wadi Fira coordination 
unit for vetting and approval: provision of a slaughterhouse in Guereda, storage facilities in Endjele, Kongolo 
and Kounoungou villages and three wells in Djamil village. Similarly, in the Ouaddai region, the coordination 
unit will consider five projects approved at the Assoungha prefectural level: educational facilities in 
Tcherkerin, construction of storage facilities in Birtawil and Andadja Kormadodo and the provision of wells in 
Ablouk and Am Begnou. 
 
Registration in the camps 
Phase 2 of the registration exercise, which consists of recording data on registration forms, has been 
completed in Treguine, Bredjing, and Farchana refugee camps. Registration has now begun in Am Nabak, 
Iridimi and Touloum camps.  
 
Child protection training 
A two-day child protection training workshop focusing on children’s rights, birth registration and nationality 
was conducted in Guereda and Bahai field offices. Forty representatives of UNHCR, NGOs and the local 
authorities participated. Another training workshop is planned next week in Farchana. 

 
Family reunification 
ICRC together with UNHCR organized the family reunification of a 14 year-old Sudanese refugee child with 
his family in Gaga refugee camp. The child had been separated from his family since June 2005, when the 
family was transferred from Goz Amer camp in his absence. 
 
School construction 
Following a technical evaluation of all the schools in the camps that suffered damage or collapsed during the 
rainy season, reconstruction work will begin shortly. UNHCR and UNICEF worked closely with partners to 
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study the technical details of a revised school design for the reconstruction. Construction of a school 
prototype should start soon. If satisfactory, the prototype would be emulated in all camps and, possibly, be 
used to create educational and recreational spaces for street children. 
 
Informal education programme  
The NGO Refugee Education Trust (RET) arrived in Abeche to develop an informal educational programme 
for young people from Treguine, Bredjing, Djabal and Goz Amer refugee camps and surrounding villages.  
The programme is based on the Norwegian Refugee Council’s well-known “youth pack” and contains both 
recreational and life skills activities. The project will begin within two months. RET was created in 2001 by 
former UNHCR High Commissioner Sadako Ogata.  
 
Recreational activities 
Arrangements have been made for the Swiss organization “Basel Aids Darfur” to return to eastern Chad to 
train volleyball trainers in three camps in the northern, central and southern regions. Beneficiaries will be 
selected from refugee camps and from the local population. 
 
Assessment of sanitation conditions 
UNHCR is currently undertaking a technical assessment to verify the overall sanitation conditions in each 
camp. This mission is specifically focusing on latrines in order to evaluate how many of them need to be 
repaired or reconstructed because of the effects of adverse weather conditions or misuse.  
 
HIV/AIDS workshop 
With UNICEF funds and in collaboration with UNHCR and the Chadian Ministry of Health, the Chadian NGO 
AMASOT organized a three-day workshop on HIV/AIDS prevention in the camps of the Iriba area. The 
objective was to train peer educators in communication and sensitization techniques for large and small 
groups in refugee contexts.  
 
New income generation activity 
A restaurant was opened in Bredjing on 28 September. This Chadian Red Cross and IFRC initiative allows 
refugee women interested in catering to learn about cooking techniques and restaurant management. Two 
groups of ten women are currently involved in this new income generation activity. 
 
“Food for work” programme 
A “food for work” programme aiming at rehabilitating tracks and roads used for firewood collection has started 
in the Hadjer Hadid area. This joint WFP/UNHCR project covers two different axes departing from Hadjer 
Hadid, via Doula (east of Hadjer Hadid) and via Sira (northeast from Hadjer Hadid) for a total of about 70 
kilometres. These two rehabilitation projects are implemented byNGOs, namely Première Urgence and 
Action for Greening Sahel. About 200 families will benefit from this “food for work” programme.  
 
Environmental activities 
As part of the effort to reduce firewood consumption by refugees, UNHCR’s partner ASB (Arbeiter-Samariter 
Bund) ordered 1,300 “save 80” metallic stoves in addition to the 5,000 UNHCR had already ordered.  
Distribution of the stoves will be discussed in light of a recent study from the NGO Première Urgence 
showing that the best results in terms of firewood consumption reduction are obtained when the stove is used 
by large families. 
 
The NGO ACTED conducted a study in Oure Cassoni refugee camp which indicates that 96 percent of the 
families there are equipped with petrol stoves. Families continue to use firewood for specific meals 
notwithstanding their possession of a petrol stove. On average, the study shows that each family needs 20 
litres of fuel per month to run a petrol stove, which implies that the current fuel grant is insufficient. 
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UNHCR’s environmental specialist began his mission in Guereda and Iriba to monitor implementing partners 
CARE and SECADEV’s post-rainy season environmental activities. As the rainy season is almost over, 
swamp crops need to be promptly harvested, young trees planted in recent months need to be adequately 
protected and, in Guereda, as the firewood collection programme (suspended during the rainy season) needs 
to be re-established.  
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
Repatriation of Chadian refugees from the CAR 
UNHCR continued its repatriation of 1,500 Chadians who have spent the past two decades in northern CAR 
and now want to return home. To date, 967 persons (292 families) have repatriated from the CAR in three 
convoys. The fourth and last convoy left Bangui, capital of the CAR, on 7 October.  
 
On 27 September, the transit centre at Koumra received the first 43 Chadians repatriating to the Sarh (35 
persons) and Danamadji (eight persons) regions from the CAR. They were welcomed by the local authorities. 
Sixty-four persons (22 families) repatriated to the Moissala area, Bahr Sara department, including 11 who 
had to use a pirogue to reach their village of origin, Dembo, because the bridge at Mandul was not functional. 
 

 
Refugees repatriating from the CAR needed a pirogue to get across a river  

near Moissala (Sarh area, southern Chad). UNHCR/B. Ntwari 
 
 
New arrivals in Gore 
Following an attack by unidentified gunmen on CAR forces near the village of Markounda in northern CAR on 
27 September, UNHCR visited Komba village on the Chadian side of the border area to confirm Chadian 
authorities’ claims that 467 persons had crossed into Chad seeking refuge. UNHCR confirmed the presence 
of 150-200 new arrivals and advised that those wishing to receive assistance would need to relocate to 
Amboko (and later, Gondje). The refugees expressed some concern about relocation, indicating that they 
would prefer to be assisted where they are. 
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Transfer of refugees to Amboko settlement 
Transfers of refugees to Amboko from the Bekan area continued, including convoys on 26 and 30 
September. The total number of refugees so far relocated from the border area is 10,464 (2,594 families).  
The pre-existing population at Amboko was 13,826. The total current population now significantly exceeds 
24,000.  
 
Developments at Amboko extension 
At Amboko extension, tents have been installed (with the assistance of CARE) so that relocated refugees are 
no longer confined to the makeshift shelter in the school. An emergency measles vaccination has been 
undertaken for children arriving since early September (when supplies of vaccine ran out). COOPI has 
installed two new water bladders (average water consumption at Amboko is 10 litres per person per day). 
Thirty-five latrines have so far been built representing a latrine to refugee ratio of 1:307, well below standard.  
Registration for school is ongoing - more than 3,200 children situated at the old site and the extension have 
so far registered. 
 
Gondje: new refugee settlement site  
A traditional ceremony was held to formally acknowledge Gondje as the new refugee settlement site. Local 
village chiefs have expressed the hope of benefiting from health and educational services made available to 
the refugees to be relocated to Gondje. They also hope that local labour will be engaged to ready the site.     
 
Increased food ration for new arrivals 
As agreed with WFP, refugees who have been arriving in the south since June 2005 will receive an increased 
food ration as of November 2005. The increase is intended to help stop elevated rates of malnutrition and 
mortality among the new arrivals, particularly children.   
 
URBAN REFUGEES 
UNHCR dealt with 48 requests for skills training and social, medical or educational assistance during the 
reporting period. Three refugees approached the office for the provision of travel documents.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 4 October 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 49,154,801  
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