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1. Energy insecurity and the global financial crisis 
have had a profound impact on Kyrgyzstan’s 
economy.  In the first two months of 2009, 
according to government figures there was a 
25 per cent year-on-year fall in industrial 
production, and GDP fell by 1.1 per cent.  An 
18 March IMF report stated that the decline in 
economic activity combined with an expected 
decline in remittances will lead to a fall in 
disposable household incomes that threatens 
to reverse recent trends for poverty reduction. 

2. The opposition United People’s Movement 
have announced plans to hold demonstrations 
in every province of the country on 27 March.  
They intend to raise a range of political and 
economic issues and are concerned about 
falling living standards in the country. 

3. Scheduled power cuts are continuing around 
the country – hospitals, children’s shelters and 
institutions, and other critical institutions 
outside provincial centres continue to have no 
electricity for several hours a day.  Reports 
from a number of primary health care facilities 
around the country suggest that power cuts 
mean the cold chain for vaccines is being 
broken. 

4. Reports received by UNFPA from Batken 
Province indicate a rise in home births in 
remote villages as a result of electricity cuts in 
village health centres that double as maternity 
houses.  The Provincial Maternity House in 
Batken town, which is constantly heated, has 
not seen a drop in admissions.   

5. As of 19 March the volume of Toktogul 
Reservoir was 6.56 billion cubic metres, 99% 
of the volume at the same time last year.   

6. On 11 March, Kazakhstan announced that it 
would rejoin the Unified Energy System of 
Central Asia.   

7. On 17 and 18 March there have been reports 
of theft of inactive electric cables in Chuy and 
Jalalabat Provinces. These thefts left 
hundreds of households without electricity. 

8. On 9 March, because of heavy snowfall,  92 
power lines were cut in Chuy Province, 46 in 
Issyk Kul Province, 29 in Osh Province,  6 in 
both Jalalabat and Naryn Provinces, and 1 in 
Talas Province. 

9. In addition, snow is continuing to cause 
problems for transportation.  Roadblocks were 
reported by the Ministry of Emergency 
Situations (MES) on 17 March in Issyk Kul, 

10.

 Uzgen District of Osh Province 

11.

Osh and Jalalabat Provinces. 
 The MES reported that a mudslide in Kemin 
District of Chuy Province on 16 March 
destroyed an irrigation canal and threatened 
nearby housing.  Another mudslide blocked a 
road briefly in
on 18 March. 
 FAO have received field reports from around 
the country that farmers are planning to grow 
less wheat this year, because of low prices 
being offered by government buyers (because 
of good harvests in Kazakhstan, Russia and 

 
I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• Regular power cuts continue around the country affecting health care and residential institutions in 
rural areas 

• Winter weather continues to disrupt electricity supplies and transportation in several parts of the 
country 

• Macroeconomic figures for first two months of year indicate sharp deterioration in the economic 
situation 

 

II. Situation Overview 



Ukraine).  Forecasts are that prices will rise 
later in the year. 
 On 12 March, the Local Government Agency 
reported that more than 1000 of K
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centralized water supply systems. 
 

 The revised Flash Appeal seeks a total of 
$14,751,781. Recent confirmation of funding 
from Sweden for the FAO intervention will 
bring the total commitment of funding to 
$8,590,854 or 58%.  Negotiations and 
awareness raising activities are ongoing with 
other potential donors to improve the reach of 
the Flash Appeal projects. 
 UNICEF has now supplied CERF funded 
electric generators for centres for street 
children in Bishkek and Karakol.  These 
complement the supplies that have already 
been put in place 
 UNHCR’s initial distribution of food to 852 
refugees in Bishkek, Osh and Tokmok has 
been completed.  UNHCR are now 
determining how to reach 100 refugees and 
asylum seekers who were unable to attend 
distribution, and a further 50 new arrival 
asylum seekers. 
 WFP’s distribution of food to food-insecure 
households in the poorest sub-districts will 
commence next week. Delivery will begin on 
25 March in Aravan District of Osh Province. 
 FAO’s CERF funded distribution of agricultural 
supplies to 8745 beneficiaries w
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18. Mercy Corps have completed a USDA 
supported supplemental feeding programme 
(flour, oil and rice) for kindergartens and 
residential institutions for children in southern 
Kyrgyzstan.  They report that the take-up of 
commodities has been much quicker than in 
previous years, possibly indicating a rise in 
food insecurity. 

19. On 11 March Prime Minister Chudinov issued 
a decree on monitoring and indicators of food 
security.  The system will be designed to 
ensure that the government can regulate and 
develop short and long term measures to 
ensure food security of the population. 

 

20. Humanitarian coordination is currently 
facilitated by a humanitarian coordination 
specialist in the UN RC Unit in Kyrgyzstan and 
through the leads of the five sectoral groups 
that have been activated for the purpose. 

21. With the support of DFID and UNDP, an Early 
Recovery Unit has been established within the 
UN Resident Coordinator’s Unit to develop a 
coordinated strategy to tackle dovetailing 
humanitarian and development concerns, such 
as energy and food insecurity, and sustainable 
land management. 

22. This update will be available on the United 
Nations Kyrgyzstan website (www.un.org.kg).  
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