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he recent fighting and humanitarian catastrophe in North Kivu have 
exposed the need for greater determination on all sides to resolve 
this conflict. While laudable progress has been made in  

signing various peace agreements, the crisis today indicates that the 
underlying political and economic causes of the conflict are yet to be 
properly addressed. Ongoing tensions between the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) and Rwanda, and the persistent illegal resource trafficking 
from the DRC are the two major issues to be resolved for lasting peace to be 
achieved. Greater transparency and accountability from all parties – national, 
regional and international will be needed.  In the last few weeks we have 
seen the smoke screens multiply, the gulf between rhetoric and reality, 
discourse and deed, seems as wider today than ever before. This lack of 
transparency remains a major obstacle to the search for peace in the region. 
There must now be far greater political will from all to ensure that the DRC 
and Rwandan governments, as well as all Congolese rebel groups, fulfil their 
respective commitments. The signing of the Goma Agreement and Amani 
Programme in January 2008 between the DRC government and Congolese 
armed groups, including the CNDP faction led by the dissident General 
Nkunda, was an important step towards peace and remains the only credible 
framework for Congolese peace discussions. The failure to implement the 
Nairobi commitments, signed a year ago by the DRC and Rwandan 
governments, for the repatriation of FDLR militias and refugees in the DRC, 
has contributed significantly to today’s crisis in North Kivu. Recent reports 
of Rwandan military presence in the DRC are a particularly disturbing 
indication that political will for peace is lacking. MONUC has confirmed 
that its peacekeepers have seen Rwandan tanks fire into Congo from over the 
border and claim intelligence reports exist indicating that Rwandan artillery 
and personnel have been integrated into CNDP rebel forces. International 
mediators should use their influence to ensure the withdrawal of CNDP 
troops from positions acquired in the recent hostilities and urge all groups to 
return to the Amani process. Donor governments must press for the 
withdrawal of any foreign troops and press neighbouring states to ensure that 
their territories are not being used to support armed rebel groups in the 
Congo. Ultimately external intervention and support to fighting groups will 
only serve to undermine peace in the whole region and perpetuate suffering 
and instability in the region, preventing civilians from getting on with their 
lives. The Congo conflict has been described as a modern-day ‘Scramble for 
Africa’ - it is now well known that this conflict has been fuelled by the 
increasing global demand for minerals found in the DRC such as cassiterite 
and coltan. Influential governments and donors must ensure that their efforts 
to build peace in the Great Lakes are not being undermined by illegal trading 
with companies registered in their countries. The survival of thousands, 
possibly millions, of people now depends on the mobilisation of political 
will to resolve this conflict once and for all.  
 

Shuna Keen, member of CA EurAc 
Senior Governance Officer, Africa Division, Christian Aid 
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Summary of events    October 
 

 Great Lakes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 African states’ reaction to the war in 
the DRC  

 
At the Extraordinary Summit Meeting in Mbabane, 
Swaziland the Heads of State of the member countries of 
the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) 
unanimously condemned all fighting and destabilization 
the DRC. The current president, the South African 
Kgalema Motlanthe, was commissioned to undertake a 
diplomatic mission to make clear the common position of  
the countries of the SADC. They are committed to 
reinforcing the capacity of the FARDC and have decided 
to hold consultations on ways of supporting the capacity 
reinforcement of the FARDC in defence of the territorial 
integrity of the DRC. Elsewhere the Heads of State of the 
ACP (Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific) meeting in 
Brazzaville from 27 -30th October 2008, condemned the 
violation of the Goma Accord of 23rd January 2008. They 
demanded the cessation of hostilities and the 
implementation of the Accord, while expressing their full 
support for the government and people of the Congo, and 
their readiness to «contribute to every effort to bring about 
peace, security and stability in the DRC ». Kenya, also, 
offered its services as a potential mediator in the crisis 
which has overtaken the East of the DRC. This country 
« encourages   dialogue between  the DRC and Rwanda, 
re-establishment of peace, security and regional 
integration ». South Africa for its part has declared that it 
has taken steps to ease relations between the DRC and 
Rwanda if invited to do so.  
Louis Michel, the European Commissioner for 
Development and Humanitarian Aid, suggested that a new 
Peace Summit should be held in Nairobi, under the 
auspices of the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, in 
order to work out a solution to the crisis. The Summit was 
held in fact in Nairobi on 7 November 2008, bringing 
together the UN Secretary General, representatives of the 
EU and international institutions, and the Heads of State of 
the region: DRC, Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Burundi and South Africa. In the final communiqué the 
Summit appealed to all “armed groups and militias” to 
respect an “immediate ceasefire” decide to "put in place a 
humanitarian corridor (...) to allow a response to be made 
to the humanitarian tragedy". The summit also demanded 
that there should be an “immediate implementation of the 
existing accords on disarmament of armed groups” The 
Conference was not able to prevent a serious worsening of 
the situation on the ground. The United Nations has 
classified the massacres as war crimes. « We have had the 
misfortune to discover killings in the town (Kiwanja) and 
the neighbourhood, including those of civilians who have 
been targeted by armed groups», reports Mr. Doss. «These 
are war crimes we cannot tolerate ». 

 Creation of a 26-country Common  
Market   

 
On 22 October 2008, delegations from the 26 states 
with membership in the three African politico-
economic associations : COMESA (Common Market 
of East and Southern Africa); EAC (East African 
Community) and SADC (Southern Africa 
Development Community), met in Kampala to decide 
on the creation of a Free Trade zone by bringing 
together the three regional blocs in Southern and 
Eastern Africa. The summit mandated the three regions 
to draw up a working plan in the next three months for 
the constitution of the free market zone, its judicial 
framework and measures to facilitate ease of 
movement for contractors and business people. A 
tripartite Council of Ministers will meet in one year’s 
time to set the period of time needed to create a free 
trade zone.  The summit also invited the presidents of 
the ministerial councils of the three regional 
associations to hurry the development of communal 
financial systems, markets for capital and the exchange 
of goods, and coordinate the various positions on 
economic partnership agreements such as those with 
the World Trade Organisation. The three regions will 
have common airspace within a year and regional links 
through the internet. The three communities have also 
decided to coordinate their regional plans for transport 
and energy in the course of the next twelve months. 
(Source : Fides Agency 22/10/2008). 
 

 Diamonds and Human Security 
Annual Review 2008  

 
The NGO Partenariat Afrique Canada (PAC) has been 
at the head of the campaign against war diamonds 
since 1999.  It has just published a report entitled 
«Diamonds and Human Security, Annual 
Review 2008 » dedicated particularly to the three 
countries most seriously affected by conflicts funded 
by the trade in diamonds. These are the DRC, Angola 
and Sierra Leone.  Although the DRC was enthusiastic 
in its support of the Kimberley process the government  
still fails to control the major part of the diamond chain  
and is therefore incapable of preventing smuggling and 
laundering of war diamonds in its own territory. In the 
three countries diamond extraction, instead of being an 
asset to development, is a threat to peace and the 
security of the miners, and a great loss to each of them. 
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 DRC  
 War in North Kivu  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The military camp at Rumangabo fell into the hands of the 
CNDP of Laurent Nkunda for the second time on October 
26th. The rebels claimed to have taken the camp as “an act 
of reprisal” for ” the widespread attacks on all fronts by 
the forces of the government coalition”  On 27th October 
some adherents of the CNDP attacked a MONUC convoy 
protecting civilians on the main road between Goma and 
Rutshuru. On the same day thousands of demonstrators 
attacked MONUC in Goma, accusing it of failing to 
protect them. The new commander of MONUC, the 
Spanish general, Vicente Diaz de Villegas,  who had only 
just taken up his appointment, resigned. Diplomatic 
sources report, “ General Diaz is of the opinion that 
MONUC has insufficient capacity to fulfill the task before   
it at a time when the situation in the Eastern DRC is 
rapidly deteriorating”. He has been replaced by the former 
commander of MONUC, the Sengalese, Babacar Gaye. On 
28th October the greater part of the town of Goma was in a 
state of paralysis after the attacks. The following day there 
was fighting with heavy artillery in an area 30 km from 
Goma. CNDP troops advanced to the outskirts of Goma 
but did not take the town, the provincial capital of North 
Kivu. The inhabitants fled but the town was also 
abandoned by the Congolese army and the soldiers of 
FARDC set about looting, rape and murder. In the evening 
of the same day CNDP proclaimed a “unilateral 
ceasefire” and announced that humanitarian corridors 
would be opened. After the days of tension Goma had a 
few days of precarious calm from 31st October. The 
Congolese Police Force, together with the soldiers of 
MONUC, patrolled the town to reassure the people. 
MONUC reiterated its intention to “prevent the entry of 
the rebel armed forces into the town”.  But it has only 
6,000 soldiers at its disposal out of  the 17,000 which make 
up the contingent. On 1st November the rebels organised 
an induction ceremony for the new administration at 
Rutshuru, an area they now control. They allowed a 
convoy of UN and NGO humanitarian workers to enter 
and distribute the first aid that had been available for a 
week. The rebel chief, Nkunda, demanded direct 
negociations with the Congolese Government, which were 
refused. After the refusal CNDP accused the government 
of “declaring war”. The international community’s 
reaction to the situation was to demand a cease-fire 
between the two parties. The UN Security Council met 
twice in emergency sessions, but came to no decision to 
strengthen MONUC.  Europe’s High Representative, 
Javier Solana, declared that a diplomatic solution should 
be the first priority. The European ambassadors of the 
Political and Security Committee (COPS) met, but did not 
take the decision to send a European force. Even as the 
Nairobi participants  in the international summit on the 
conflict in the Eastern DRC were calling for an 
“immediate cease-fire” by the armed groups in North- 
Kivu and the establishment of  “a humanitarian corridor”, 
details were reaching the outside world of the massacres at  
Kiwanji, which Colette Braeckman has called the 
Srebenicza of the Congo. Local sources speak of hundreds 
of deaths. 

 Muzito forms his Government  
 
Alphonse Muzito (51), appointed on 10th October , has  
formed his government.  It comprises 54 members : 3 
Vice-Prime Ministers, 37 Ministers and 7 Vice-
Ministers. The new government will have three main 
priorities as the centre of its policies : reestablishment 
of the State ; consolidation of peace and national unity ;  
reconstruction  of the country by creating macro-
economic stability and commissioning five spheres of 
action ; the improvement of the social conditions of the 
Congolese people by providing high quality basic social 
services.  On presenting his programme for action to 
the General Assembly on 31st October the new Prime 
Minister made it clear that his three priorities were 
interdependent and complementary.  
Some of the changes in the composition of the team are 
worthy of comment. The Ministers of State, close to the 
President and the Prime Minister, have been abolished   
and observers note the departure of two heavyweights 
in the previous team, M. Chikez Diemu, Minister of 
Defence and especially M. Dénis Kalume, Minister of 
the Interior. These positions will now be filled 
respectively by Charles Mwando Simba (Defence) and 
Céléstin Mbuyu Kabangu (Interior and Security).  It 
will be remembered that M. Simba, ex-governor of  
Kivu, enjoys a very good reputation among the 
inhabitants of Kivu. As a sign of renewal we see the 
return of an old hand in Congolese politics, M. Alexis 
Thambue Mwamba (Foreign Affairs) while the 
previous occupant of the position, M. Antipas Mbusa 
Nyamwisi, has been put in charge of the Ministry of 
Decentralisation and Territorial Management.  Several 
ministers have remained in post, for example Pierre 
Lumbi in Public Works, Olivier Kamitatu in Planning, 
Martin Kabwelulu Labilo in Mines and José Endundu 
in Environment. The Prime Minister gave a strong 
signal that he is determined to achieve his major 
priority to pacify the East of the country by making his 
first visit to Goma and Bukavu on 4th November. 
Adolphe Muzito held talks with the Provincial 
Assembly and the civil society of North-Kivu, 
representatives of the ethnic communities, students and 
the Federation of Business Enterprises of the Congo. 
He met the people who deliver political training and 
those who run the faith communities. Shortly 
afterwards the Prime Minister went to the displaced  
persons ‘ camp at Mugunga, to the west of Goma, 
where there are over 20 000 Congolese living in poor 
conditions. Before leaving Adolphe Muzito addressed a 
press conference, in the course of which he declared 
that his government was willing to enter into dialogue 
with all the armed groups, including the CNDP, but 
only in the context of the Amani project. He also 
promised to bring to an end the war in North-Kivu. 
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Burundi     Rwanda 
 

 Ndayizeye is the FRODEBU  Survivor accused of genocide 
for the 2010 elections 

  [Title] 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Front for Democracy in Burundi (FRODEBU) has 
designated ex-President Domitien Ndayizeye as its 
candidate for the presidential elections scheduled for 2010. 
M. Ndayizeye, who was designated with 86.5% of the 
votes said afterwards, “I gave up politics when I ceased to 
be Head of State in 2005. After being imprisoned (in 2006) 
as a result of a false allegation set up by the people in 
power in order to damage my reputation I was so shocked 
that I decided to re-enter politics.” M. Ndayizeye deplores 
the fact that since the end of the transition there has been 
no positive evolution in Burundi.  From 2003 à 2005, M. 
Ndayizeye led the government during the period of 
transition, at the end of which general elections were held. 
They were won by the former main rebel group in 
Burundi, the CNDD-FDD, making FRODEBU the second 
political force. The tension between FRODEBU and the 
Government have been a characteristic of the last few 
weeks, following accusations by FRODEBU that the 
administration of CNDD-FDD has been interfering in the 
internal affairs of the other political parties and in 
particular taking control of all meetings held by other 
political parties. The Government  promulgated a new 
ministerial ruling on the  regulation of meetings and 
demonstrations by political parties in Burundi, which 
FRODEBU has described as “ a negation of the multiparty 
system and a step backwards for democracy.” In view of 
the situation FRODEBU  “ is now evaluating the need to 
return to government.”  
 

 Burundi Soldiers in DRC 
 
Peter Verlinden, of the Belgian Neerlandophone public  
radio & television reports that 600 soldiers demobilized 
from the Burundi army have joined Laurent Nkunda. The 
Minister of Foreign Affairs in Burundi confirmed the 
information after a preliminary investigation. Meanwhile 
he has set up a commission of enquiry. The practice 
demonstrates once again the importance of the « R » in the 
DDR : without an effective programme of reinsertion 
demobilized soldiers often have no social or economic 
perspectives and are vulnerable to new recruitment drives 
by the militias and rebellions in the region. The case of 
Burundians joining Nkunda well illustrates the cross-
border dimensions of the problem. 
 
 Privatisation of public companies  

 
The CNDD party, and other analysts, regret the 
privatization of public companies in Burundi, which they 
see as « savage » and «undermining the public domain ». 
CNDD finds that privatization threatens national 
sovereignty, security and guaranteed public service.  

 [Article] 
 
 

 [Title] 
[Article] 
 

Ibuka, the umbrella organisation of the associations of 
survivors of « the genocide of the Tutsi » of 1994, is 
concerned about the trials for genocide brought against 
survivors and witnesses of the crime. According to Benoît 
Kaboyi, Executive Secretary of the organisation « these 
trials are usually  instigated either by simple propaganda 
about the genocide or by a desire to cut the ground from 
under the feet of survivors who have become somewhat of 
an embarrassment. ».  Jean-Marie Vianney Nsanzurwimo, 
a journalist on the bimensal Ingabo, the army newspaper, 
does not totally agree.  He writes: “ There are rare cases 
of Tutsi who got mixed up in the genocide, disguising 
themselves as Hutu for cover. They are real genocide 
killers and they should be brought to court. It dishonours 
those who survived the genocide to call these people 
survivors.”  
 

  Recriminations between Kigali and 
Kinshasa 

 
Following accusations from Kinshasa that Rwanda 
actively supports Laurent Nkunda, the American Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs, Mrs. Jendayi Frazer, 
met the President of Rwanda, Paul Kagame, to discuss 
with him the role of Rwanda in the North-Kivu crisis.  
President Kagame, who in turn blames Kinshasa for not 
disarming the FDLR, the Rwanda Hutu rebels who have 
taken refuge in the territory, reiterated to Mrs. Frazer that 
Rwanda is not implicated in the conflict. She reminded 
President Kagame that, although there is not at the 
moment any proof that Rwanda supports Nkunda, he has 
in fact supported him in the past.  Mrs. Frazer, while 
conceding that the Rwanda army did not intervene in 
Kivu, said that «Rwandan territory was definitely used to 
support the CNDP »,  and called for dialogue, insisting on 
the importance of a meeting between the Presidents of 
Rwanda and the Congo if a solution to the crisis was to be 
found. Elsewhere, in contradiction of President Kagame’s 
statements, the spokesperson for MONUC, Mrs. Sylvie 
van den Wildenberg, has publicly stated that the Uruguay 
forces serving with the UN have seen Rwandan tanks 
shooting into the DRC. From Friday 6th November the 
controversy between the two countries is focused on the 
participation of Angolan troops in the fighting. Rwanda 
claims that Angolan soldiers are in the East of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where they 
have taken part in the fighting alongside the Congolese 
army against the rebels of Laurent Nkunda.  The 
spokesman for MONUC, Jean-Paul Dietrich, has denied 
that there are Angolan troops in North-Kivu. The 
controversy could lead to the regionalization of the 
conflict: if the presence of Angolan troops at the front is 
confirmed, it could be seen as provocation by 
neighbouring Rwanda. Even if not confirmed, it could be 
used as a pretext for open intervention by Rwanda. 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 
 For a European Stabilising Force in 

the DRC  
 
The EurAc communiqué of 26th September 2008 under 
the heading « For a effective and credible MONUC » 
received good coverage in the European media and in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (including an interview 
with the Director of EurAc on Radio Okapi).  EurAc 
received several comments, including correspondence with 
the Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in 
the DRC, Alan Doss, and with the National Congress for 
the Defence of the People (CNDP). The EurAc Secretariat 
organised a follow-up tour to the communiqué with the 
main aim of making more explicit recommendations for 
the short-term deployment of a European military mission 
to stabilize the humanitarian situation and the peace 
process in conjunction with MONUC and FARDC. To this 
end the Director of EurAc met European contributors (the 
Special Representative of the EU for the Great Lakes 
Region, Roeland van de Geer ; the Commission and the 
Council of the EU); the permanent representatives of 
several of the member states, including Portugal, the 
United Kingdom, the Czech Republic, (president of the EU 
from 1st January 2009), Sweden (president from 1st July) 
and Germany, as well as the Congolese and Rwandan 
Embassies.  He returned to Paris to meet the Presidential 
Advisor on Africa. The efforts of the members of EurAc 
with EU members has led to the advocacy  contributing to 
a remarkable change in public perceptions on security in 
the Congo. The capture of Rumangabo for the second time 
on 26th October 2008 and the advance of the CNDP to the 
gates of Goma led to the decision by EurAc’s Council of 
Administration to reinforce its initial message and publish 
on 7th November, a new communiqué entitled “A 
European stabilizing force could make a difference in 
North Kivu.” 
 
In it we make concrete suggestions for the deployment of 
such a force and insist that the Nairobi and Goma Accords 
and the Amani Project be put into practice.  We demand 
that there should be active support for the framework 
developed by the International Conference on the Great 
Lakes Region (CIRGL)  to transform the region into an 
area of permanent security, political and social stability, 
economic growth and development throughout. 
Unfortunately none of this is as yet reality on the ground. 
 

 The Policy Officer’s Mission to 
Rwanda and Burundi 

 
Donatella Rostagno undertook a mission to Rwanda and 
Burundi between 16 and 26 October. It helped us to refine 
our analysis of the decentralisation process in the two 
countries.   Donatella held numerous meetings with 
Diplomats, representatives of embassies, the delegation of 
the EU, local ministries and civil society organisations. 
The aim of the mission was to acquire greater 
understanding of the process of decentralization and  

European policies on the matter, focusing especially on 
the participation of local civil society. The extra value of 
our investigations will enable EurAc to refine its 
recommendations and make its advocacy work more 
incisive.  EurAc particularly wishes to thank 11.11.11 
and Christian Aid for their logistic support and 
accompaniment which made the mission effective and 
enjoyable.  
 

 Christian Aid on the escalation of 
violence in the DRC  

 
As a result of the humanitarian catastrophe 200,000 
people have fled their homes in the course of the last two 
months to escape from fighting between government 
troops, MONUC, and the rebels in North and South 
Kivu on the Rwanda border. Christian Aid, in a 
communiqué issued on 30th October, claims that the 
British Government has a unique and vital role to play in 
maintaining peace in the DRC and the rest of the region. 
It is one of the principal donors to the DRC and the 
Great Lakes Region and should be able to use its 
considerable influence with all those involved in the 
conflict. It should be able to bring them all to the 
negotiating table to put into effect the current peace 
accord and prevent further humanitarian catastrophes. 
 

 HRW’s  appeal to international 
leaders  

 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) published a communiqué 
on 30th October 2008 appealing to international leaders 
to act now to protect civilians. They should intensify 
diplomatic efforts and strengthen the UN peacekeeping 
force in order to save lives. The appeal is addressed 
chiefly to the United States, the European Union and the 
African Union. HRW proposes that the international 
leaders « should act quickly to prevent the crisis in 
North Kivu reaching catastrophic proportions » 
 

 CENCO deplores the renewed 
outbreak of war 

 
The National Episcopal Conference of the Congo 
(CENCO) published a declaration on 15th October 
entitled « Yet again the blood of innocents is shed in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo », CENCO is 
“profoundly concerned by the renewed outbreak of 
hostilities in the East and North-east of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo” .  The fighting is once again 
sowing desolation and mourning throughout the 
country. The consequences are enormous: once again 
thousands of deaths, whole populations condemned to a 
wandering existence in sub-human conditions, children 
abducted and forced to join armed groups etc. CENCO 
«vehemently condemns the ignoble attitude where war is 
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seen as a means of solving problems or realizing hidden 
ambitions. It denounces all crimes perpetrated against 
peaceful citizens and also condemns absolutely the 
practice of recruiting children in order to force them to 
take part in the fighting.  It firmly disapproves of the 
taking of civilian hostages for use as a human shield ». 
 
 LICOCO asks  the new government 

to act against corruption 
 
In a press release dated 13 October 2008 the Congolese  
League for Action  against Corruption (LICOCO) asks 
the new Prime Minister « to take urgent action and 
develop strategies to fight corruption, embezzlement of 
public funds, fiscal and customs fraud and the looting of 
our natural resources in order to resolve our social 
despair and bring to an end the war in the East of the 
DRC. It asks him “to introduce audits in all institutions 
of the DRC as a matter of urgency in order to reveal 
how the expenditure of the State has been used from 
2007 to the present day”. It asks the President of the 
Republic « not to accept appointment of ministers who 
have been compromised » in bad management. 
 
 Belgian NGOs and the crisis in 

Eastern Congo  
 
In its communiqué of 27th October the Central African 
platform of the Belgian NGO CNCD- 11.11.11 declared 
that the development of the Congo and the return of 
peace to Central Africa should be the first concern of the 
Belgian and Congolese governments.  It asks Belgium to 
normalize its relations with the Congo and to use its last 
months as a member of the UN Security Council and its 
role in the heart of the EU to urge these bodies to 
propose viable solutions to the war situation in the 
Eastern DRC. In view of the worsening situation in the 
territory on 30th October CNCD published a new 
communiqué asking for a European rapid intervention 
force to be sent to support MONUC, enforce compliance 
with the Nairobi Accords and reissue the international 
mandate for the arrest of Laurent Nkunda and an 
international enquiry into his activities,  together with an 
international enquiry into the looting of the DRC’s 
natural resources. 
For their part the Belgian NGOs  Broederlijk delen and 
Pax Christi Flandre emphasize the importance of a long 
term political solution which in the short term 
necessitates strengthening the UN forces in the Eastern 
Congo. They consider that that is the only way to protect 
the population and create a space for dialogue between 
the armed groups. The NGOs also ask for pressure to be 
brought to bear on the different parties and especially on 
the Presidents of the Congo and Rwanda 
 
  Netherlands NGOs ask that chaos 

in the East of the DRC should be 
prevented 

 
On 31 October the Netherlands NGOs made known their 
fear that the Great Lakes Region would descend into 
chaos  once again unless the UN forces were able to 
prove that they could protect the population.  To restore 

order the Netherlands with their well trained soldiers and 
their excellent equipment  could join  other European 
countries in supporting the initiative to send material and 
military forces. “ the aim of such a mission would be to 
ensure protection of the population, provide 
humanitarian assistance and create a stable situation 
which would allow negotiations to open”. In the opinion 
of the Netherlands NGOs  a combination of military , 
political and humanitarian action could contribute to 
ending the crisis currently happening in the Congo 
 
 Round Table on Sexual Violence in 

the DRC 
 
Following on two missions to North and South Kivu in 
February 2008 on the subject of sexual violence as a 
weapon of war, the NGOs who took part decided to 
organise a round table with representatives of political 
decision makers to facilitate discussion and make it 
possible to ask ministerial cabinet members where they 
stood on this serious issue. The organizing NGOs  
(Commission Justice et Paix, Amnesty International, 
CNCD, 11.11.11, EurAc, Entraide et fraternité, 
Broederlijk Delen, Pax Christi Wallonie-Bruxelles et 
Pax Christi Vlanderen) presented their recommendations 
to Mme Bouvy of the Cabinet of Foreign Affairs, M 
Cornet d’Elzius of the Cabinet of Cooperation and 
Developpement, Major Breyne of the Cabinet of 
Défence and M Demaegd of the Cabinet for 
International relations in the French Community and the 
Walloon region.  They opened a discussion which also 
included other NGOs and members of the Belgian and 
the European parliaments. The discussions were strongly 
influenced by the latest developments on the ground and 
the possibility of a European military intervention was 
brought up several times by certain of the participants.  
 
  All Party Parliamentary Group asks 

for support for MONUC 
 
The Deputy President of the All Party Parliamentary 
Group (APPG), Eric Joyce, announced that it is 
necessary « to put an end to this conflict (in the DRC), 
the most destructive of modern times, which will severely 
damage the credibility of the UN and the international 
community ». He called upon the United Kingdom and 
the whole of the international community to reply as a 
matter of urgency to the request of the MONUC 
leadership for increased resources and reinforcements 
for the troops. The APPG believes that serious  
consideration must be given to sending a European 
Force to support MONUC in north and South Kivu.  
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� October 2008 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 
by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 
the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 
downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 
to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 
downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be happy to forward any 
documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org 
 
 

   
   Regional 

perspectives 
 
Grands Lacs : tenter d’éviter que 
l’histoire se répète 
IRIN, Nairobi, 10/11/08, 4 p. 
 
Justice transtionnelle et Etat de 
Droit 
André Guichaoua, Paris, 
24/10/08, 2 p. 
 
Les diamants et la sécurité 
humaine: Revue annuelle 2008 
Partenariat Afrique Canada  
Ottawa, 22/10/08, 24 p. 
 
Communiqué du Séminaire sur la 
consolidation de la paix et la 
bonne gouvernance 
Signis et SCEAM, Kurasini, 
06/11/08, 2 p. 
 

 DRC: UN 
 
Déclaration du Conseil de sécurité 
face au regain de violence dans 
l’Est de la RDC 
Conseil de Sécurité, New York,  
22/10/08, 2 p. 
 

DRC: War in Kivu 
 
Une force de stabilisation 
européenne peut faire la 
différence au Nord-Kivu 
EurAc, Bruxelles, 07/11/08, 2 p. 
 
Point de vue sur la situation 
critique en RDC 
Jean-Claude Willame, Bruxelles, 
28/10/08, 2 p. 
 

Relation belgo-congolaise et la paix à 
l’Est de la RDC 
CNCD 11.11.11, Bruxelles, 27/10/08, 
2 p. 
 
Press release on the security situation 
in DRC 
CIRGL, Bujumbura, 06/10/08, 1 p. 
 
Communiqué de presse de la LDGL 
sur la situation à l’Est de la RDC 
LDGL, Kigali, 08/10/08, 2 p. 
 
Crise à l’Est de la RDC : Nairobi, "un 
autre sommet pour rien" 
@rib News, Charleroi, 08/11/2008, 2 p 
(Source AFP) 
 
Le spectre d’une nouvelle guerre 
régionale 
@rib News, Charleroi, 10/11/08, 2 p. 
(Source Belga) 
 
Qui est Laurent Nkunda ? 
RODHECIC, Kinshasa, 01/11/08, 3 p. 
 
Communiqué of the SADC on the 
situation in DRC 
SADC, Sandton, 09/11/08, 4 p. 
 
Britain’s cowardice in Congo 
Tom Porteous: The Independent, 
London, 10/11/08, 2 p. 
 
Quelle soolution au conflit du Kivu ? 
Alain Bischoff, Paris, 10/11/08, 4 p. 
 
Bosco Ntaganda, un recherché de la 
Justice internationale, est le chjef 
d’état-major de l’armée de Nkunda 
RODHECIC, Kinshasa, 09/11/08, 2 p 

Congo : quand l’histoire se répète 
François Janne d'Othée, Le Vif 
L’Express, Bruxelles, 07/11/08, 
3 p.  
 
Oxfam France exhorte B. 
Kouchner et l’UE à renforcer la 
MONUC pour protéger les 
populations 
Oxfam-France, Paris, 07/11/08, 
2 p. 
 
RDC : Chronique d’un désastre 
annoncé 
Alain Hutchison, Bruxelles, 
30/10/08, 2 p. 
 
Crisis in the Congo : UK 
parliamentary group demands 
urgent intervention to support UN 
in Congo 
APPG, London, 30/10/08, 3 p. 
 
Message des Comités de solidarité 
avec l’Afrique Noire 
Madrid, 29/10/08, 2 p. 
 
Communiqué sur la situation au 
Nord-Kivu  Beati i Costruttori di 
pace et autres 
Parme, 30/10/08, 1 p. 
 

DRC: Human 
Rights 

 
Nord-Kivu: Une guerre sans fin 
pour les femmes et les enfants 
AI, Londres, 31/05/08, 37 p.  
 
Civilians under attack Need 
Urgent Protection 
Action Aid and others, Goma, 
07/11/08, 3 p. 
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Rape Victims’ Words Help Jolt 
Congo Into Change  
Jeffrey Gettleman, Bukavu, 
17/10/08, 4 p. 
 

DRC: Churches 
 
Déclaration de la Conférence 
Episcopale Nationale du Congo sur 
la reprise des hostilités dans l’Est et 
le Nord du RD Congo 
CENCO, Kinshasa, 13/10/08, 2 p. 
 
Déclaration du Comité permanent 
des évêques sur la guerre dans l’Est 
et dans le Nord-Est de la RDC 
Congo 
CENCO, Kinshasa, 13/11/08, 3 p. 
 
Cri de détresse du Diocèse de 
Dungu-Doruma 
Abbé André Walia, Dungu, 
06/10/08, 13 p. 
 

DRC: Humanitarian 
Situation 

 
Situation humanitaire du 22 au 
28 Octobre 2008 
OCHA, Kinshasa, 01/11/08, 4 p. 
 
Restons calmes, la situation est 
désespérée 
Xavier Zeebroek, GRIP, Bruxelles, 
04/11/08, 6 p 
 

DRC: Politics 
 
Composition du Gouvernement 
Muzito du 26 Octobre 2008 
Président Joseph Kabila, Kinshasa, 
26/10/08, 5 p. 
 
Discours du Premier ministre 
devant l’Assemblée Nationale 
Adolphe Muhito, Kinshasa, 
03/11/08, 12 p. 
 

DRC: Natural 
Resources 

 
Resource plunder still driving 
eastern Congo conflict 
Global Witness, London, 01/11/08, 
2 p. 
 

DRC: Civil Society 
 
Lettre au nouveau Premier ministre 
Adolphe Muzito 
ASFC, Bukavu, 14/10/08, 5 p. 
 

Mémorandum de la Société civile du 
Sud-Kivu relatif à la situation 
sociopolitique et sécuritaire 
inquiétante du Nord et du Sud-Kivu 
Société civile du Sud-Kivu, Bukavu, 
14/10/08, 6 p. 
 

Burundi: Human 
Rights 

 
Detentions of Political Opponents 
Threaten Rights 
HRW, Bujumbura, 05/11/08, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: Economy 
 
Pour ou contre la privatisation des 
entreprises publiques au Burundi 
Albanel Simpemuka, Bujumbura, 
14/10/08, 5 p. 
 
Déclaration du CNDD à propos de 
la privatisation sauvage des 
entreprises publiques 
Léonard Nyangoma, Bujumbura, 
24/10/08, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: Churches 
 
Homélie à l’occasion de la 
commémoration du 15ème 
anniversaire de l’assassinat du 
Président Melchior Ndadaye 
Mgr Joachim Ntahondereye, 
Bruxelles, 21/10/08, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: Justice 
 
Muyinga Massacre Convictions a 
Victory 
HRW, New York, 24/10/08, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: Politics 
 
Stumbling blocks remain in the 
Burundi peace process 
Henri Boshoff, Pretoria, 04/11/08,  
2 p. 
 
Résolution de l’Union 
Interparlementaire sur le cas des 22 
députés burundais renvoyés de 
l’Assemblée Nationale 
UIP, Genève, 15/10/08, 4 
 
Le Parti Sahwanya-FRODEBU 
menace de quitter le gouvernement 
Léonce Ngendakumana, Bujumbura, 
09/10/08, 2 p.  
 

Communiqué du Gouvernement à 
propos de la marche-manifestation du 
PALIPEHUTU-FNL 
Gouvernement du Burundi,  
Bujumbura, 27/10/08, 2 p.  
 

Burundi: Refugees 
 
Les réfugiés urbains luttent pour faire 
face au coût de la vie au Burundi 
HCR, Bujumbura, 16/10/08, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda : Economy 
 
EDPRS: How will Rwanda’s 
agriculture sector realize its targets?   
Godfrey Ntagungira, Kigali, 22/10/08, 
5 p. 
 

Rwanda: Genocide 
 
Ibuka s’inquiète des procès pour 
génocide faits à des rescapés 
FH, Kigali, 24/10/08, 1 p. 
 
Désinformation: le cas concret 
rwandais 
Jacques Hogard, Cahiers du CESAT 
n° 13, Paris, 01/09/08, 6 p.  
 
Book French Writer acquitted of racial 
defamation 
FH, Paris, 10/11/08, 2 p. 
 
Radio Reporter freedafter being 
heldfor 14 years on genocide charge 
RSF, Paris, 16/10/08, 1 p. 
 

Rwanda: Justice 
 
President Kagame’s Head of Protocol 
Arrested in Germany 
FH, Arusha, 10/11/08, 1 p. 
 
Rwandan Military Court acquits two 
Officers, Sentences two Others to 
Eight years for Priest Murder 
FH, Kigali, 24/10/08, 1 p. 
 

Rwanda: Politics 
 
Ethnisme et violence ou antithèses à la 
cohabitation et au dialogue 
communautaires : le cas du Rwanda 
précolonial et colonial 
Phil. Innocent Nsengimana, Bruxelles, 
18/10/08, 33 p. 
 

Rwanda: ICTR 
 
Le Procureuer du TPIR prié 
d’équilibrer ses preuves 
FH, La Haye, 24/10/08, 3 p. 


