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HEALTH EMERGENCY IN THE 
REPUBLIC OF COTE D’IVOIRE 
Since fighting began (19 September 2002) 
between rebel forces and the Government of 
the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, more than 270 
people have been killed, approximately 300 
wounded, and hundreds displaced.   In a 
recently held inter-agency coordination 
meeting -- lead by WHO -- the following main 
points of intervention were identified and 
included in a common Contingency Plan: 
 
• Improve access to health care for IDPs; 
• Management of wounded; 
• Promotion of hygiene in the IDP camps;  
• Contribute to the strengthening of health 

information system 
 
 
For information, contact: Dr. Luzitu M. 
Simao, EHA, +41 22 791-2720, email: 
simaol@who.int  
 
 
MENINGITIS OUTBREAK IN 
BURUNDI:  WHO ACTS QUICKLY 
As of 9 September 2002, close to 10,000 
cases of meningitis have been reported to the 
Government, including 56 deaths.  This is the 
worst epidemic of meningitis in the country 
in the past ten years, and coincides with 
outbreaks in Rwanda and Tanzania. 
 
WHO has shipped in 650,000 doses of 
vaccine to protect people living in the affected 
areas.  The vaccine, purchased by the 
European Community Humanitarian Office 
(ECHO) and WHO, is immediately being 
distributed to the worst affected provinces of 
Muyinga, Ruyigi and Cankuzo. (See Press 
Release:  
http://www.who.int/disasters/repo/8256.do
c.) 
 
 
For information, contact: Dr. Rayana Bu-
Hakah, EHA, +41 22 791-3748, e-mail: 
buhakahr@who.int 

New Contributions for Special 
Programmes 

(Corrigendum to Highlights n. 7) 
 
Norway (pledge): NOK 4 million (US$ 
533,700) for WHO presence in Palestinian Self-
rule Areas 
 

 

 Focus: 
 

ETHOPIA 
(See Page 3)  

 
 

 
New Contributions for Emergency 

Activities 
 

• Canada: US$ 320,468 for response to 
disease outbreaks in Malawi (pledge of 
August) 

• European Commission: Euro 
315,000 (US$ 307,800) for meningitis 
control in Burundi 

• Italy: US$ 10,390 in drug supplies for 
Guinea (Brindisi Fund) 

• Republic of Korea: US$ 98,053 for 
EHA core activities 

• Switzerland (pledge): CHF 200,000 
(US$ 133,300) for mental health in 
Kosovo 

• United States: US$ 332,688 for 
health coordination in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (pledge of July) 

• United States (pledge): US$ 825,866 
for cholera surveillance and response in 
Malawi 

• United States (pledge): US$ 
250,000 for Sierra Leone 

 

 
For comments and further information on 
this bulletin, please contact: V. Pressley-
Guillot, EHA External Relations, tel. +41 
22 791-2510, e-mail: 
pressleyguillotv@who.int 

 



WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
Emergency Preparedness and Response Highlights n. 8 – September  2002 

 

 2

New Emergency Appeals 
 
• ETHIOPIA  -- Joint Flash 

Appeal for Assistance to 
Combat Drought and Food 
Shortage 
 
WHO Focus: 
- Essential drugs and medical supplies 
- Measles vaccination and Vitamin A 
distributions 
- Health Promotion  
 
WHO Requirements: 
US$ 1,536,800 

 
 
 
OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN 
TERRITORY: CHIEF OF WHO 
EXPRESSES HER CONCERN OVER 
HEALTH SITUATION 
In a statement∗ dated 27 September 2002, 
WHO Director-General Gro Harlem 
Brundtland declared …..”There have been 
explicit restrictions on population 
movements, which hinder the delivery of 
health care services.  Humanitarian relief has 
been sporadic but the outlook is improving 
for getting essential supplies, food and shelter 
into affected areas. However, there is still 
grave concern at the lack - in some places - of 
water supply and sanitation.”  

She went on to say “other key health concerns 
include the burden on the health system as a 
result of the excessive number of injured and 
disabled. The long-term impact of the lack of 
access to health care, exacerbated by poverty 
and economic and social insecurity, on the 
health of the Palestinians must be studied, 
monitored and addressed in order to alleviate 
the negative effects on health. Long-term care 
for those who have been disabled, as a result 
of this conflict alone, will require extensive 
financial and structural commitment.” 

Donor support is essential to WHO/EHA’s 
work in the areas of a) information, b) 
technical assistance, c) coordination, d)  

advocacy, e) supplies, and f) relationship-
building between Palestinian and Israeli 
health professionals, NGOs and health 

institutions.  Total Requirements:  
US$2.5 million. 

For information, contact: Dr. Ambrogio Manenti, 
EHA, tel. +41 22 791-3578, e-mail: 
manentia@who.int 

∗(Full text can be found at 
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/statements
/statement04/en/) 

 
 
 
ZIMBABWE:  CHOLERA 
OUTBREAK – 385 CASES 
INCLUDING 11 DEATHS 
Some 385 cholera cases and 11 deaths have 
been reported in Zaka and Bikita districts.  
Due to broken down boreholes in Fuve, the 
villagers are forced to drink raw water from 
the canal, the probable main source of the 
infection. 
 
Inadequate financial resources have 
hampered health workers who are trying 
their best to cope with the situation under 
difficult conditions. 
 
Financial assistance is required to provide aid 
to the Province in the way of, inter alia, 
logistics support, including aqua tabs, 
materials for protection of water sources and 
improvement of sanitation facilities, travel 
and subsistence for staff involved in 
controlling the outbreak, and to recruit short-
term health staff to support disease 
prevention and control activities. 
 
The country team, through the Humanitarian 
Assistance and Recovery Program (HARP) 
financed by DFID, has provided the MoH and 
district health facilities with drugs, and has 
also conducted an assessment of the cholera 
situation. 
 
For information, contact: Dr. Rayana Bu-Hakah, 
EHA, +41 22 791-3748, e-mail: 
buhakahr@who.int 
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DENGUE DISEASE IN  
EL SALVADOR 
In recent months the endemic dengue disease 
has gotten worse in El Salvador, turning it 
into a national priority. In light of this 
situation, the President has declared a state 
of emergency caused by dengue in several 
departments. Although, the PAHO/WHO 
Representative Office in El Salvador is 
helping with these efforts, the  
resources are limited and necessary. 
For this reason, the Pan American Health 
Organization is calling on the international 
community to cooperate with this event.  
 
For information, contact: Jorge R. Arias, Ph.D., 
+202 974 –3271, e-mail: ariasjor@paho.org 
 
 
 
JOINT FLASH APPEAL FOR 
ETHIOPIA – WHO Requests 
US$1,536,800  
The Federal Republic of Ethiopia (Disaster 
Prevention and Preparedness Commission) 
and the United Nations issued a Joint Flash 
Appeal for Assistance to Combat Drought and 
Food Shortage (dated 30 August 2002).  
Urgent interventions are required in the non-
food sectors of health, water supply and 
agriculture and livestock. 
 
With the shortage of water and lack of 
adequate hygiene, outbreaks of diarrhoeal 
diseases are expected and have been reported 
in the Shinille zone of Somali Region.  
Vulnerability to preventable diseases, such as 
measles, is also expected to rise. High levels 
of moderate and severe acute malnutrition 
are now being reported.  It is likely that the 
nutritional situation will continue to decline 
in the absence of appropriate and immediate 
interventions.  Nutritional surveys, organized 
through the Nutritional Coordination Unit 
(NCU), will be essential tools to identify areas 
where malnutrition is prevalent – or likely – 
and to allow for appropriate interventions. 
 
 
 
Health interventions so far have been of a 
precautionary and preventive nature.  To this 
effect, the Government has positioned 21 

medical kits, worth about Birr 2.8 million 
(US$1.5 million), in eight strategic locations 
in Afar and Somali Regions. 
 
As a result of the current drought, a 
substantial number of people are displaced, 
and these mobile populations are at high risk 
of encountering HIV/AIDS. 
 
WHO was among the multi-agency mission 
that visited the West Hararge zone of 
Oromiya region during 14-16 September in 
order to assess the prevailing emergency 
situation and recommend appropriate 
actions. The mission visited six of the 11 
Woredas in the zone and held discussions 
with various government and non-
governmental organizations, local authorities 
and communities. The assessment team 
found that there is severe food insecurity in 
the zone, inadequate general food 
distribution, and the possibility of disease 
outbreaks at any given time (although there is 
no indication of disease outbreaks at this 
time). The mission recommended that 
anthropometrics nutrition assessment of 
children in both lowland and highland areas 
should be conducted and supplementary 
feeding centers should be established if found 
necessary.   
 
One of the areas where WHO is involved in 
assisting the drought-affected population in 
Ethiopia is in providing emergency health 
kits (EHKs). The Government has requested 
600 EHKs which would benefit 6,000,000 
people for at least 3 months. WHO is keen to 
procure and distribute 50 EHKs from its 
available emergency budget -- 28 of which are 
already in the pipeline. 
 
WHO is using a donation from The 
Netherlands government to purchase EHKs – 
20 of which are already being assembled 
locally by PHARMID (a government-owned 
importer/distributor of pharmaceuticals).  
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A subsequent appeal by WHO for an 
additional 200 EHKs is to be finalized and 
submitted to the Donors soon. If the funds 
are realized, WHO can fulfil 65% of the 
Ministry of Health’s requirement for EHKs, 
assisting 4,000,000 people.  
 
WHO is appealing to donors to assist in the 
following interventions: essential drugs and 
medical supplies, measles vaccination and 
Vitamin A distributions, and health 
promotion.  Total Requirements 
US$1,536,800.   
 
For information, contact: Dr. Lianne Kuppens, 
EHA, +41 22 791-2516/2715, e-mail:  
Kuppensl@who.int 
 
 

 
New documents on the EHA 

website  
(http://www.who.int/disasters) 

 
Updates/Situation Reports/Newsletters 
• Angola: Capacity Building for 

HIV/AIDS Surveillance: Addressing a 
National Priority, 26 September 

• Congo DRC: Cholera in Democratic 
Republic of Congo, 16 September; 

• Horn of Africa: WHO prepares to 
tackle emerging crisis in African 
meningitis area, 19 September; 

• Ivory Coast: WHO Liaison Bulletin No. 
61-September 2002, 27 September; 

• Health Inforum News (Occupied 
Palestinian Territory), 1 and 10 
September. 

 
Ad Hoc Reports 
Vulnerability Assessment Committees 
(VAC) report -- released 16 September by 
SADC -- cites that the peoples of 
Mozambique, Zambia and Swaziland were 
suffering more from illnesses such as 
diarrhoea and tuberculosis (chronic illness 
in 30-59% of households surveyed in 
Zambia), and that this was definitely 
correlated with malnutrition and 
vulnerability.  
 

WHO MALAWI – NUTRITION 
ACTIVITIES 

The recent assessment in Malawi revealed 
that there is an urgent need to improve the 
knowledge base and capacity -- at national 
level -- of nutritionists and other key staff 
within the Ministry of Health so as to enable 
them to train and support staff involved in 
the treatment of severe acute malnutrition.  
To address this issue, WHO’s initial 
intervention will look at building capacity 
within Malawi to treat severe acute 
malnutrition, and to initiate the process of 
collecting nutritional data.   
 
Training of trainers for the Ministry of Health 
staff, as well as the training of staff in 35 core 
Nutrition Rehabilitation Units (NRUs), will 
be a huge part of the response.  Monitoring 
and ongoing training of core NRUs, and the 
implementation of treatment protocols in the 
NRUs are also foreseen.  WHO will work with 
UNICEF and AAH (Action Against Hunger) 
on the facilitation of the training and the 
development of the training strategy and 
protocol. 
 
At the time of the writing of this article, WHO 
and NGOs active in the health field were 
carrying out a second assessment. 
 
For information, contact:  Dr. Rayana Bu-
Hakah, EHA, +41 22 791-3748, e-mail: 
buhakahr@who.int 
 
 
ZAMBIA: The WHO Country Office has 
offered the Government $40,000 in 
emergency drugs to deal with any disease 
epidemics that may arise from, or be 
exacerbated by the humanitarian crisis. The 
Government has started moves to draw 
$25,000 of this money to buy supplies for 
Cholera control. The disease here is usually 
associated with the rainy season, which 
starts in October and goes through March or 
April. 
 
For information, contact:  Dr. Rayana Bu-
Hakah, EHA, +41 22 791-3748, e-mail: 
buhakahr@who.int 
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Recent Events … 

 
• Ethiopia:  Multi-agency mission to 

West Hararge zone of Oromiya 
region to assess emergency situation 
and recommend actions, 14-16 
September; 

• Inter-agency assessment mission in 
Liberia (Tubmanburg), 3 September; 

• Technical officers from Guinea, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone met in 
Abidjan to participate in an OCHA 
workshop on contingency planning,9-11 
September; WRs and technical officers  
from the above three countries later  
met in Freetown to discuss cross-border 
activities regarding the Mana River, 
18-20 September; 

• Field visit (with DFID and UNICEF) to 
Zimbabwe, specifically, Masvingo 
Province (Zaka District), 8-13  
September;  

• Workshop organized by the Group URD 
(Urgence, Rehabilitation et 
Developpement) on the ALNAP “Global 
Study on Participation by Affected 
Populations,”  Plaisians, 13 and 14 
September; 

• Facilitated 2 modules in the ‘Short 
course on Evaluation of Health 
Programs in Emergencies, London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, 16-20 September; 

• Workshop (with VAB) on Risk 
Communication, Geneva, 30 
September-01 October. 

 
… and Upcoming Events 

 
• Meeting of Interested Parties (MIP), 

Geneva, 7-11 October; 
• AFRO Regional Committee Meeting, 

Brazzaville, 8-12 October; 
• UN Inter-Agency Technical Assessment 

Mission to the West Bank and Gaza, 
9-18 October; 

• Meeting,  Logistic Support Systems 
(LSS) General SUMA, Washington, DC, 
15-16 October; 

• Evaluation mission, North Caucasus 
(donor participation invited), 24 
October  

• Launch of  WHO World Health 
Report, 30 October; 

• SUMA participation in the UNICRF 
WCAR workshop planned for 29 
October-01 November 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Selected Press Review 

 
Press Releases 
• Burundi: WHO ships in 650,000 doses 

of meningitis vaccination to control 
Burundi outbreak, 27 September (WHO) 

• Timor-Leste Joins WHO (Top Priority 
is Health of Mothers and Children), 30 
September (WHO) 

 
 
Press Articles 
• U.N. health chief  says situation for 

Palestinians getting worse (Associated 
Press Worldstream), 27 September 

• WHO officials say Horn of Africa 
region close to being polio-free (BBC 
Worldwide Monitoring), 25 September 

• Indonesia launches UN-Backed 
Immunizations (UNWire), 13 September 

• Liberia:  WHO Donates US$100,000 
Items to Health (Africa News), 19 
September 

• Uganda receives 1.27 million US dollars 
grant to treat TB (Xinhua General News 
Service), 23 September 

• Statement by WHO Director-General 
Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland, “Health 
Situation of Palestinian People Living 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,” 
27 September 

• Zimbabwe takes measures to halve 
scourge of malaria by 2010 (Xinhua 
General News Service), 24 September 
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Emergency  WHO 
Requirements 

 Cash 
Contributions  Pledges  Carry-Over  Total Resources 

Available 

US$ US$ US$ US$ US$
 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA
Angola  (CAP) 2,756,000            245,314               385,600          -                    630,914            
Great Lakes Region and Central Africa (CAP) 500,000               -                      -                  -                    -                   
Burundi (CAP) 2,448,615            -                      -                  -                    -                   
Democratic Republic of the Congo (CAP) 29,301,620          332,688               -                  -                    332,688            
DRC - Appeal Nyiragongo Volcano 1,033,810            79,161                176,000          -                    255,161            
Republic of the Congo 1,964,500           -                      -                  -                   -                   
Uganda (CAP) 1,026,600            -                      -                  -                    -                   
West Africa (CAP) 4,509,980            -                      -                  -                    -                   
Guinea (CAP) 2,857,844            10,390                -                  -                    10,390             
Liberia (CAP) 2,382,640            142,930               -                  -                    142,930            
Sierra Leone (CAP) 2,110,036            -                      250,000          -                    250,000            
Ethiopia - meningitis control 2,554,260            -                      -                  -                    -                   
Ethiopia - drought and food shortage 1,536,800           -                      -                  -                   -                   
Eritrea (CAP) 1,924,260            -                      -                  -                    -                   
Kenya (donor alert) 960,000               -                      -                  -                    -                   
Southern Africa 22,710,477          820,468               1,349,866       -                    2,170,334         
    Unearmarked -                      500,000               524,000          -                    -                   
    Regional activities 1,650,000       -                  -              -                -                
    Lesotho 1,272,000            -                      -                  -                    -                   
    Malawi 2,931,143            320,468               825,866          -                    1,146,334         
    Mozambique 1,300,000            -                      -                  -                    -                   
    Swaziland 543,939               -                      -                  -                    -                   
    Zambia 1,805,000            -                      -                  -                    -                   
    Zimbabwe 13,208,395          -                      -                  -                    -                   
SUB-TOTAL 80,577,442          1,630,951            2,161,466       -                    3,792,417         
 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE AMERICAS / PAN-AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION
Colombia 898,000               -                      -                  111,145            111,145            
SUB-TOTAL 898,000               -                      -                  111,145            111,145            
 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
Somalia (CAP) 4,843,246            -                      -                  -                    -                   
Sudan (CAP) 8,853,863            -                      -                  -                    -                   
Afghanistan 60,451,015          7,577,935            1,030,700       -                    8,608,635         
SUB-TOTAL 74,148,124          7,577,935            1,030,700       -                    8,608,635         

Indonesia (CAP) 1,696,000            334,143               95,600            -                    429,743            
Democratic People's Republic of Korea (CAP) 7,242,000            1,903,680            383,200          -                    2,286,880         
Myanmar/Thailand 192,390               -                      -                  192,390            192,390            
Sri Lanka 1,500,000           -                      -                  -                   -                   
SUB-TOTAL 10,630,390          2,237,823            478,800          192,390            2,909,013         

Southeastern Europe (CAP) 6,010,000            849,206               1,173,400       342,909            2,365,515         
    Unearmarked -                      -                  -                    -                   
    Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (excl. Kosovo) 2,460,000 -                      -                  -                    -                   
    UN Administered Province of Kosovo (FRY) 1,000,000            849,206               193,300          7,339                1,049,845         
    Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 2,550,000            -                      980,100          335,570            1,315,670         
Northern Caucasus (Russian Federation) (CAP) 1,600,500            1,299,415            400,000          -                    1,699,415         
Tajikistan (CAP) 1,312,630            -                      -                  -                    -                   
SUB-TOTAL 8,923,130            2,148,621            1,573,400       342,909            4,064,930         

West Bank and Gaza Strip - Humanitarian Programme 1,060,384 456,871               114,150          -                    571,021            
HIV/AIDS in Complex Emergencies 1,135,900 -                      200,000          -                    200,000            
Supply Management Project 2,731,780            -                      -                  -                    -                   
Core Funding Proposal 4,487,002            1,954,910            1,524,300       -                    3,479,210         
Total Appeals 184,592,152     16,007,111       7,082,816     646,444          23,736,371    
Other Contributions NA 2,148,020 970,113          -                    3,118,133         
GRAND TOTAL NA 18,155,131 8,052,929     646,444          26,854,504    

Summary of 2002 WHO Emergency Requirements and Funding Status

 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA

 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EUROPE

 OTHER PROGRAMMES

as of 30 September 2002


