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Newsletter  
15 – 30 March 2010 

Highlights 

- Presidential elections postponed to 16 May 
2010 

- Nearly 26 people killed by LRA attacks 

- Release of the French humanitarian staff from 
the NGO Triangle Generation Humanitaire 

- Clashes between Chadian breeders and Central 
African  

- Internally displaced persons (IDPs) returning to  
the villages of Bezere and Bordoul 

- Risk of circulation of the virus of yellow fever in 
CAR 

- Workshop on emergencies preparedness and 
responses in Bangui from 23 to 25 March 

- Review and termination of activities of the 
Norwegian Council for Refugees (NRC) in the 
CAR 

- 2010 first standard allocation of the CHF 

Background and  security  
Presidential elections postponed to16 May 2010 

The presidential and legislative elections in the CAR 
initially scheduled for 25 April is postponed to 16 May, 
2010. The electoral campaign will open on the 3 May 
and will close on 14 May at midnight. Due to delays in 
the preparation of elections, this annoucement was 
predictable several days ago. The opposition, the 
United Nations, the European Union, the United 
States and France, the main donors of the elections 
were favorable to this postponement.  
Some sources had set a date for elections to 11 June, 
which would mark the end of the mandate of the 
current President of CAR. The independent electoral 
committee (IEC) has finally proposed an earlier date. 
François Bozizé is a candidate for the new election 
and its biggest competitors are the former President, 
Ange-Félix Patassé and the former Prime Minister, 
Martin Ziguele. The former minister and opponent 
Anguimaté Eloi, leader of the National Convention 
party and the Minister for Decentralization, Marie-
Reine Hassen are also among the candidates at the 
presidential elections. 

 

26 killed in attacks by the LRA  

The attacks in late March by elements of the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) have caused the death of 26 
people including 10 civilians in the south-eastern of 
the CAR. According to a military officer based in 
Bangassou (southeast), the rebels of the LRA 
attacked the village of Agoumar on 21 March, 
Karmadar on the 25 March, then Dembia on the 28 
MArch., during each attack, the LRA rebels took 
some people as hostages among the population to 
carry their goods and  provisions looted from the 
population. Following these attacks, nearly 400 
people fleeing the violence have sought refuge in the 
city of Bangassou. The inhabitants of Bangassou 
responded to the call from the prefect of the city to 
protest against the presence of Ugandan forces which 
regularly operate in CAR since June 2009.  

Humanitarian from Triangle GH released 

The two French working for the NGO Triangle 
Generation Humanitaire detained in captivity for 
almost four months in the CAR have been released 
on 14 March 2010 in Darfur (Sudan).  
This announcement was made by the French foreign 
minister Bernard Kouchner. The kidnapping of the 
humanitarian workers has been claimed by a rebels 
group of Darfur called "Eagles of the Liberation of 
Africa”.  

Clashes between Chadian breeders and Central 
African 

18 people were killed near Batangafo (north-west) in 
clashes between local residents and Chadian 
breeders. Chadian breeders who were in the region 
with their cattle in the vicinity of the rivers have been 
involved in a clash on 12 March with the local 
population, which has caused the death of two 
Chadian breeders killed by the local population. 
Afterward, the unhappy Chadian farmers went to get 
help and returned on the next day with more people 
and strongly armed. To get their deaths revenge 
According to the Sub-prefect of Batangafo, the 
vengeance has caused a total of 18 deaths among 
the population and two Chadian breeders. 
News 
Return of internal displaces persons in villages  

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and the Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) have organized from 18 
to 19 March a monitoring visits of the displaced 
persons who have returned to the villages of Bezere 
and Bordoul located in the sub prefecture of 
Ngaoundaye about 25 km from Bocaranga 
(northwest).  
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A portion of the population Bezere 

These villages have suffered from the Popular Army 
for the Restoration of Democracy (APRD) reprisals 
occurred following the conflict between rebels and the 
auto defense groups in March 2009. The population 
sought refuge at other places after the destruction of 
their village. In December 2009 the population of 
these villages has decided to return after a mediation 
of the Father Cyprian from the catholic church of 
Bocaranga.  
At the time of the visit, almost all the displaced 
persons have returned to their villages and have 
started the reconstruction of their houses. With the 
support from the International Rescue Committee 
(IRC), 131 households of 953 persons from Bordoul 
and 154 households of 1,207 people from  Bezere 
were registered.  

 

Bezere being  rebuild.  

Following this monitoring visit, the mission has 
sensitized the humanitarian actors working in the area 
to support the efforts of resettlement of these 
households because the needs are enormous in all 
sectors. Thus, the World Food Program (WFP) will 
support with food aid, UNHCR with non-food items, 
the French NGO Premiere Urgence with water and 
sanitation, IRC and Caritas with education 
programme. Ahead with the preparation of the next 
farming season, IRC is establishing groups in villages 

to provide them with seeds. Acces to health care 
service remains a concern because the drugs are not 
free and the majority of the population has no means 
to acquire it.  

Contact ndayirukiye@un.org for more information. 

Risk of propagation of the virus of yellow fever  

Last year a team from World Health Organization 
(WHO) in Geneva, CDC Fort Collins / USA and 
Institute Pasteur in Dakar team supported by the 
country's Ministry of Health, Agriculture , Education, 
Institute Pasteur of Bangui and WHO in CAR have 
conducted an assessment on the risk of  propagation  
of the virus of yellow fever in CAR. The assessment 
was conducted in the prefectures of the Sangha-
Mbaéré (south), Lobaye (south), Mambere-Kadei 
(southwest), Basse-Kotto (southeast) and in the 
 capital.  
The objectives of the evaluation: 

 Highlight the movement prior to 2006 of the virus 
of yellow in CAR;  

 Determine the current level of virus activity in 
different areas of  RCA in 2009;  

 Extrapolate the data obtained throughout the 
CAR; 
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Epidemiological surveillance of yellow fever in the CAR 

 Develop tools for rapid assessment of viral activity 
of yellow fever virus for use in other contexts of 
countries at risk 

The main results from the assessment:  

1. Yellow fever is endemic in the CAR: 13% of 
the population has antibodies acquired by 
natural infection (8% in children <15 years to 
24% among those ≥ 65 years).  

2. 63% of the population is likely which is high 
enough an epidemic risk in case of presence 
of competent vectors  
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3. In all areas studied, the proportion of the 
population’ protected'', is les than 60% which 
is insufficient to prevent an epidemic. 

The assessment has revealed that CAR is an 
endemic country for yellow fever, which remains at 
risk of epidemics, especially in urban areas, due to 
the movement of the virus, the presence of vectors 
and low level of population vaccination rate.  Increase 
vaccine coverage of the population, development of 
appropriate vaccination strategies and advocacy for 
resource mobilization for procurement of vaccines are 
essential to avoid the worst case scenario.  

Contact dembag@cf.afro.who.int for more 
information. 

End of mission in CAR and review of NRC  

The Norwegian Council for Refugees (NRC) present 
in CAR since 2007 has terminated its activities at the 
end of 2009 because of financial difficulties.  
In 2007, NRC has established training programs with 
three main activities which are education, school 
feeding and advocacy. The main objective of this 
program was to secure access to education for 
displaced persons and provide them information 
about their rights. NRC activities have enabled many 
children to access education in the northern regions 
of the country.. "We appreciate the fact that the 
Danish Council for Refugees (DRC) has continued 
most of the work of NRC in education and awareness 
in Central African Republic," said Astrid Arne, former 
chief of NRC in CAR. "The displaced people in CAR 
need  especially to access health services and water 
and  these areas are currently supported by other 
international organizations," she added. Thanks to the 
support of NRC in CAR, 57 schools have reopened, 
over 250 teachers got training, and educational 
materials and food in schools have been distributed. 
The teachers-parents were trained on hygiene and 
the importance of sending their children to school, 
particularly girls.  

In November 2009, there were about 17,000 children 
enrolled in these schools, one third of them were girls. 
The rate of students who passed their final exams 
successfully increased from 37% in 2006-2007 and 
from 82%  in 2008-2009. In 2009, three new schools 
were built and three others have been rebuilt with the 
help of the local community. In addition, local and 
national authorities and civil society attended courses 
on human rights with emphasis on the rights of  
IDPs.Since 2005 there were nearly 300,000 people 
displaced in northern CAR, while a third of them have 
fled to Chad, Cameroon or Sudan. In October 2009, 
the number of IDPs was estimated to 162,000. The 
NRC expresses its gratitude to the Norwegian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation (SIDA), and the United 
Nations Fund for Children (UNICEF), WFP and the 
United Nations Program for Development (UNDP) for 
their financial support. In addition, the NRC has 
appreciated the cooperation with the Government of  
CAR and particularly the Ministry of Education. 
Coordination  
Emergencies Responses Preparation  

The humanitarian community in CAR whith the 
support of the Regional offices of the WFP and the 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) based in Dakar (Senegal) has organized a 
workshop on the Emergency Responses 
Preparedness (EPR) which was held in Bangui from 
23 to 25 March.  
Representatives of humanitarian agencies and their 
assistants, in charge of security and programmes as 
well as government representatives, humanitarian 
actors who are in charge with planning and respons in 
emergency situation were part of the workshop.  

The objectives of the workshop:  

1. Strengthen the partnership among humanitarian 
actors and their ability to respond to emergency;  
2. Sensitize each actor on roles, responsibilities and 
immediate actions to be taken in the early hours of an 
emergency;  
3.  Implement the directives and inter-agency tools 
available to manage an emergency situation (eg the 
principle of sector responsibility, the flash appeal, 
working groups, etc.).  
4. Test the effectiveness of preparedness tools 
actors, such as contingency plan inter-agency;  
5. Enable participants to better understand the 
importance of leadership (decision making) and good 
management (coordination, delegation, time 
management, flexibility and identification of priority 
tasks) in response to emergencies;  
6. Identify mechanisms and resources of regional 
offices (ROs), the headquarters of organizations 
involved and clusters to support them during an 
emergency situation (financial and human resources, 
procurement and logistics, communications / 
information and advocacy ...);  
7. Identify in participatory manner the sectoral 
strengths and weaknesses to improve readiness. The 
results of simulation and the activities related must be 
followed by concrete actions for the staff of NGOs 
partners and field sub-offices participant  
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Participants at the workshop 

2010 CHF first standard allocation  

This CHF standard allocation is the first of the year 
2010 and aims to support the humanitarian response 
as defined in CAR 2010 CAP (Consolidated Aid 
Programme) and new needs related to latent crisis or 
new emergencies arose after the elaboration of the 
CAP 2010. The CHF in CAR is funded through the 
continued support of donor countries namely Ireland, 
Norway, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and 
Sweden. The standard allocation is the fourth since 
the  inception.  

The CHF enables humanitarian organizations to 
respond timely and effectively to humanitarian needs 
identified in CAR  by:  
(a) The establishment in early stage, funds to finance 
priority projects or underfunded in the CAP;  

(b) The availability of funds to undertake operations in 
areas where needs are not covered;  

(c) The availability of funds in cases where 
circumstances are changing rapidly and where the 
humanitarian gaps need to be filled;  

(d) Ensure that needs are covered in a collaborative 
manner stimulating consultation and coordination 
within and between clusters and humanitarian 
organizations.  
 
CHF Allocation by sectors  
 

Priority Sectors in the CAP  
Water, sanitation and hygiene: 25% ( $ 1,273, 250)  
Food Security: 25% ( $ 1,273,250) 
Health: 20% ( $ 1,018,600 ) 
Protection: 15% ( $ 763,950 ) 
Other  sectors  
Early Recovery: 15% ($ 763,950) 

Contact sawadogoa@un.org and yangou@un.org for 
more information. 

For more information, please contact: UN OCHA CAR | Gisele 
Willybiro-Maïdou | willybiro@un.org |  
+236 70 18 80 61 

 


