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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE: LESOTHO 

Updated – 03 July 2009 

Highlights � Production slightly lower than the previous season as less area was planted due to higher prices of fertiliser and seeds.  
� LVAC estimates between 400 and 450 thousand people will require assistance before the next harvest.  

Actions   

 
Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

� Estimated Maize production: 
62,528 MT compared to 68,976 
MT last year which represents 10% 
decrease. 

� Sorghum; 13,241 MT compared to 
8,445 MT last year which 
represents 57% increase. 

� Sorghum cultivation has been on 
the increase over the past 3 years 
as farmers know it is more 
resistant to the weather conditions 
compared to maize.    

� An average summer and winter 
estimate of 10,330 Metric tons is 
estimated, bringing total cereal 
production estimate to 86,099 
Metric Tons which is about the 
same as 2007/08 estimate of 
approximately 88,000 MT. 

� The LVAC information on crop 
production confirms the estimates 
by BoS e.g. sorghum production is 
expected to be higher than last 
year while maize production will 
be lower. In addition, the LVAC 
confirmed that in 2008/09 
agricultural season, more land was 
left fallow compared to the 
previous season. 

� If cereal production figures 
are accurate, the 
government will again have 
to import cereals from 
South Africa.   

� According to SAGIS, the 
production in the Free 
State (which borders 
Lesotho) was the highest in 
South Africa.  

 

� The LVAC assessment and analysis 
was completed in June. 

� Increasing prices of essential items 
coupled with reduced 
opportunities for cash income for 
the poorer households has 
exacerbated the food security 
situation on these households. 

� The price of fertilizer increased by 
about 50% and seed prices 
increased by 20% since May 2008.  

� There have been decreases in 
casual labour opportunities 
especially weeding which is a main 
source of cash and food income 
for the poorer households 

� Prices of maize flour increased by 
10-25% since May 2008 while 
there has been a drop in the price 
of paraffin (45%) and cooking oil 
(25%).  

� A general decline in number of 
livestock mainly attributed to 
stock theft and diseases. 

� The LVAC estimates 400,000 – 
450,000 people will need 
humanitarian assistance in 2009/10 

� The National Nutrition 
Survey report of 2007 
revealed that the level of 
stunting among children 
below the age of five was at 
42% but reaching levels of 
around 54% in some 
regions. 

� There is still an indication 
that the high malnutrition 
levels might be further 
exacerbated by the declining 
production of main staple 
food; coupled with high 
food prices. 

� MOH and NFNC with the 
support of UNICEF are 
working on strategies of 
how to reduce the critically 
high levels of stunting. 

� It appears that Lesotho is the only 
country in the region with 
reduced production this year and 
this could be the result of the 
impact of the financial crisis 
where households could not 
afford inputs for better 
production.   
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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE: MADAGASCAR 

Updated – 03 July 2009 

Highlights � The impacts of the financial and political crises continue to be felt across the country.  

� Preliminary results from the crop assessment mission should be available by the mid-July.  

Actions � Follow up on crop assessment mission report 

 
Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

� A joint FAO/WFP and 
partners crop assessment 
mission has been finished in 
17 districts vulnerable to 
natural disasters 
(cyclone/floods, drought) 
and 13 productive districts 
of the country. Preliminary 
results should be made 
available mid-July. 

 

� In 3 regions of the South of 
the country, insufficient and 
irregular rainfall between 
October 2008 and February 
2009, compounded by 
drying winds, have virtually 
wiped out the main harvest 
expected in April / May 
(rice, sorghum, groundnut, 
and chickpeas), extending a 
severe lean season and 
generating an increase in 
prices of basic foodstuffs.  

� This lack of rain during the 
critical months of planting 
and seeding also will result 
in a late harvest of sweet 
potato (second cropping 
season) and cassava (in 
September). 

 

� The final forecast of SAP, in May indicates 
that 44 municipalities, with a population of 
560,000 people will be in Food Difficulties 
as early as September 2009.  

� The first round of the Multi-Clusters Rapid 
Assessment Mechanism (MCRAM) survey, 
conducted in the capital city, revealed no 
negative developments on the availability or 
price of basic foods.  

� Between January and May 2009, the price 
of rice had shown stability; and since April 
2009, continuous reduction of rice price 
was observed due to the main season 
harvest.  

� Improvement of food security was 
particularly noticed among the severely 
food insecure urban dwellers who rely 
mostly on urban agriculture.  

� The general food security situation 
including child malnutrition trends 
appeared stable/improved.  

� The situation is expected to worsen with 
the upcoming lean season (end July). 

�  Moreover, several key sectors such as 
textile, construction and tourism, are likely 
to remain in distress due to the lag 
between the political climate and 
investment/order decisions, and will likely 
lead to massive job losses in urban centers. 

� Madagascar consistently has 
the highest levels of acute 
malnutrition (15%) and 
chronic malnutrition (53%) 
in Southern African.  

� The situation is confirmed 
by the alarming results of 
the SMART survey carried 
out by UNICEF in April, 
showing a 14.5% GAM in 2 
districts of Anosy (WHO 
2005 standards) and 10.9% 
in 3 districts of Androy 
(valid also for 2 more 
districts in Atsimo 
Andrefana).  

 

� It is important to note that 
the context of uncertainty 
and political instability 
prevailing in Madagascar 
since January 2009 is 
aggravating the already 
precarious situation of the 
most vulnerable populations.  

� Indeed, not only the access 
to public services and social 
safety nets are strongly 
reduced, but also the 
partnership with 
government is complex and 
limited which often disrupts 
the monitoring of the 
situation on the ground as 
well as implementation of 
support activities.  
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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE: MALAWI 

Updated – 03 July 2009 

Highlights � Bumper harvests are projected with an increase in cereal production over last year by 30 percent.   

� Despite the bumper harvest it is expected that pockets of food insecurity will remain in some parts of the country.  

Actions  

 
Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

� Malawi has recorded an 
estimated 3.88 million MT total 
harvest, representing an 
increase of 30 percent over last 
year’s final estimate and 57 
percent higher than the five 
year average. 

 

� The food security situation 
across the country has improved 
with the coming in of the new 
harvest. Households across the 
country now have access to own 
produced food.  

� For parts of the Lower Shire this 
will be short lived as production 
in the area has been 
compromised by poor rains 
during the growing season. 

� However, informal cross border 
imports from Mozambique are 
expected to play a significant role 
in stabilizing and maintaining 
prices at levels affordable to 
poorer households. 

 

� The annual vulnerability 
assessment has been completed 
by the MVAC. The draft report 
has not yet been circulated. 

� The majority of the markets 
continued to record maize price 
decreases in May and the number 
of markets registering increases 
dropped significantly compared 
to April.   

� As of June 15 2009, maize was 
selling at an average of 
MK26.71/Kg across all markets 
monitored in Malawi.  

� National Statistics Office and 
WFP have undertaken a 
Comprehensive Food Security 
and Vulnerability Analysis 
covering all rural areas of the 
country.  Nearly 5,000 
households were interviewed.  

 

� Malawi has very high levels of 
stunting (46%) and high under 5 
mortality (111/1000 live births). 

� A National Micronutrient 
survey will be conducted in July 
2009 and the report is expected 
by November 2009. 

� The Malawi DHS will be 
conducted in August which also 
has nutrition indicators. 

� The WFP/NSO Comprehensive 
Food Security and Vulnerability 
Analysis (CFSVA) survey has 
also collected nutrition and 
health information on children 
<5 years and women of 
reproductive age. Results 
should be made available in 
early July. 

� The food security situation 
across the country continues to 
improve with the harvesting of 
the new crop.  Households are 
now mostly dependent on own 
produced foods for household 
consumption and this has 
resulted in a decrease in the 
number of households without 
own produced food. 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE: MOZAMBIQUE 

Updated – 03 July 2009 

Highlights � Food security situation is apparently stable with pockets of food insecurity 

� National crop production for 2008/09 was better than last season.  

� Outbreaks of migratory pests (red locust, army worm, and quelia-quelia bird) registered in some places 

� Staple food prices registered slight decrease with harvest season, but remain higher then the five year average 

Actions  

 
Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

� The recent harvest was 
good overall, with an 
increase of about 14% in 
cereals, 7% in pulses and 
9% in cassava 

� As the 2008/09 main 
harvests continue, food 
security is generally stable 
throughout Mozambique.  

 

� Recently released 
production estimates from 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
indicates that 2008/09 
cereal production 
(including maize, sorghum, 
millet and rice) was about 
2.617 million MT, an 
increase of 14 percent 
from last season (2007/08). 

� The production of pulses 
at the national level is 
estimated to be 409,630 
MT, nearly 7 percent 
higher than the last season.  
Cassava production was 
9.2 million MT, an increase 
of 9 percent over the 
previous season  

� According to Agriculture Market Information 
System (SIMA), the current price of the basic 
food basket, excluding fruit and vegetables, is 
now 35% more expensive than it was last 
year, costing 50% more than the average 
monthly basic salary.  

� The combination of high food prices 
(increases of 50% to 150% for some basic 
food commodities were registered over the 
last year1), weak market integration, and 
poor family incomes are affecting the poor 
and vulnerable families. 

� The prices are still above the five year 
average. 

� The Technical Secretariat for Food Security 
and Nutrition (SETSAN) projected that as 
early as August an estimated 175,000 persons 
in the critical districts in the provinces of 
Tete, Gaza and Sofala will be in need of food 
assistance, until the 2009/10 harvest, while an 
additional 72,000 persons in poor households 
in Maputo and Inhambane provinces will 
require food assistance from October until 
April 2010. 

� In general, acute malnutrition 
levels are low (4% in the DHS 
2003, ranging from 7.6% (Sofala) 
to 0.5% (Maputo Province).  

� However, the levels of 
stunting/chronic malnutrition in 
the Northern provinces are 
among the highest in the region 
(47%) which is ironic since it’s the 
bread basket of the country. 
Under 5 mortality is also very 
high (132/1000 live births).  

� The MICS national nutrition and 
health survey findings should be 
released in the coming weeks.   

� The most recent Community and 
Household Surveillance survey2 
shows a 21% increase of poor 
food consumption in households; 
significantly higher than values 
recorded in the past 5 years. 

� National CFSVA/ VAC 
assessment in under way 
and report expected by 
September 2009 

� National VAC report 
expected by end of July  
2009 

� National Budgetary 
allocation to Agriculture 
to be increased from the 
4% in 2008 to 10% in 
2009 

 

                                                 
1 VAC February 2009, p.15 
2 WFP Community and Household Surveillance survey, April 2009 (sampled 1,910 people in 18 districts in the 7 provinces of south and central Mozambique: Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane, Sofala, Manica, Tete, Zambezia) 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE: NAMIBIA 

Updated – 03 July 2009 

Highlights � The 2009 total crop production was 48% higher than last year.  

� Vulnerable households in the northern and eastern Central regions face food shortages as early as August due to successive crises in those areas.  

Actions  

 
Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

� The FAO/WFP Crop, Livestock 
and Food Security report (July 
09) indicates that overall crop 
production is 138,797 tonnes, 
comprising 63,324 tonnes of 
millet, 6,758 tonnes of sorghum 
and 56,552 tonnes of maize, an 
increase of 45,278 tonnes, or 
48.4 percent above last year’s 
harvest of 93,519 tonnes. 

� The impact of heavy rains and 
flooding on livestock mortalities 
in the northern communal areas 
(NCAs) was not as severe as 
originally thought 

� Taking into account the 
estimated grain production of 
about 139 000 tonnes in 
2008/09, no planned stock 
draw-down by millers and 
virtually no household food 
stocks at the farm level due to a 
succession of disasters, as well 
as an estimated national 
utilization requirement of about 
289 000 tonnes of grain, it is 
projected that the country will 
need to import 150 000 tonnes 
of grain during the 2009/10 
marketing year (FAO/WFP). 

� The slow onset of the 2009 
floods exacerbated the impact 
of the 2007 drought and the 
2008 floods on subsistence 
farmers, causing a deterioration 
of the chronic food insecurity 
situation of vulnerable 
households in the Northern and 
Eastern Central regions, moving 
into acute transitional food 
insecurity.  

� These households are already 
having poor food access, and 
will have difficulties in 
maintaining an adequate level of 
food consumption in the 
coming months from August – 
September to the next main 
harvest in April, unless they are 
provided with food assistance 
(FAO/WFP). 

� The Prime Minister’s Office is 
proposing the formation of the 
Namibian Alliance against 
Malnutrition where the 
inception meeting will take 
place on July 13th in Windhoek.  

 

� Chronic food insecurity (food 
access) compounded by 
transitory shocks – 
droughts/floods in the northern 
communal crop producing 
areas. 

� Namibia is a net cereal 
importing country. A strong 
commercial sector assures good 
availability of staple cereals to 
cover effective demand. 
Vulnerable households’ needs 
are usually addressed through 
Government intervention 
programmes.  
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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE: SWAZILAND 

Updated – 03 July 2009 

Highlights � Crop estimates show that production is better than last season although area under cultivation had decreased.  

� The Swazi VAC finds more than 260,000 people are facing a food deficit in the 2009/10 marketing year.   

Actions  

 
Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

� According to the National Early 
Warning Unit (NEWU) for 
Food Security Ministry of 
Agriculture (MOA) report of 
May 2009, maize production 
forecast for the 2008/09 season 
stands at 70,672 tons.  

� This could be attributed to the 
wet conditions experienced in 
the latter part of the planting 
season.  

� The same report estimated the 
total area planted, as at 
February 2009, to be 52,445 ha 
which is lower compared to 
that of the previous season 
which was 60,355 ha.  

� Possible reasons for this decline 
in area planted include the late 
start of the rainy season and the 
high prices of production inputs 
experienced in 2008. 

 

� According to the Swaziland 
NEWU report of May 2009, the 
preliminary forecast cereal 
requirement for the 2009/2010 
marketing year is 166,000 
tonnes while the Total 
Domestic Cereal Availability is 
82,000 tonnes leaving a cereal 
gap of 90,000 tonnes.  

� The Swazi VAC Urban 
vulnerability report shows that 
51% of urban population relies 
on wages as a main livelihood 
source; 82% cited the unusually 
high prices of food as a major 
shock.  

� Food basket situation; prices of 
rice show some decline in April, 
while the prices of oil have 
been stable since January 2009. 
Maize has been stable also with 
a slight decrease in March. 

� Preliminary findings of the Swazi 
VAC indicate that 262,000 
people are facing food deficit - 
114,000 with acute food 
insecurity and 148,000 
chronically food insecure. 

� The Swaziland National 
Nutrition Council (SNNC) in 
collaboration with the Ministry 
of Health & Social Welfare 
(MoHSW), UNICEF, WFP, and 
other stakeholders carried out 
a national nutrition survey. The 
results of this survey indicate 
very low levels of acute 
malnutrition.   

� The Swazi VAC nutrition 
analysis shows elevated levels of 
stunting across the country 
with results to be presented in 
mid-July. These findings 
triangulate well with the WFP 
R12 CHS.  

� The Swaziland UNCT is in the 
process of preparing the initial 
document to share with 
Government for the UNDAF 
preparation and includes food 
security and nutrition as a core 
pillar for UN support to the 
Swaziland Government.  
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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY SITUATION UPDATE: ZAMBIA 

Updated – 03 July 2009 

Highlights � Malnutrition levels in flood affected areas are within normal ranges.  

� The impact of high food prices had been most felt by the rural and urban poor households who are dependent on market supplies during the lean period.  

Actions �  
 
Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food Utilization Comments 

� The food balance sheet for 
the 2009/10 marketing 
season, recently released by 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Cooperatives (MACO), 
established that Zambia 
generally produced in surplus 
during the 2008/09 
production season.  As such, 
no commercial or 
humanitarian imports are 
anticipated to be required 
during the 2009/10 
consumption year. 

 

� With a general surplus in 
food production, food 
security has continued 
improving in much of the 
country and should improve 
further as staple food prices 
fall from last season’s high 
levels.   

� Following the release of the 
food balance sheet which 
indicated surplus maize 
production, the Maize Stock 
Monitoring Committee has 
recommended that 
Government removes the 
export ban and allows an 
initial 100,000 MT of maize 
to be imported. 

 

� As compared to last month, 
the averaged price of roller 
meal has reduced by 12% for a 
25 kg bag whilst that of 
breakfast has only reduced by 
3% signaling an improvement in 
food access especially by the 
urban dwellers who are net 
buyers of food.  

� The availability of food in 7 
flood insecure districts 
identified by the Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee is 
however not promising as 
most of the households lost 
their crops due floods. 
Furthermore, these 
households had their livelihood 
bases eroded thereby reducing 
their ability to offset food gaps 
through purchases. 

 

� Zambia has the highest rates of under 5 
and infant mortality (170/1000 live birth 
and 102/1000 live birth respectively) in 
the region.  

� The May 2009 Zambia VAC assessment 
established that malnutrition levels were 
generally comparable to those of other 
surveys.  

� Stunting rates for assessed under- five 
children in affected areas was found to be 
45.5% while wasting and underweight 
were at 3.6% and 15.2% respectively.  

� Acute malnutrition levels have remained 
within acceptable levels and are slightly 
lower than last season’s VAC estimates.  

� The Jesuit Centre for Theological 
Reflection in Zambia has attributed high 
levels of child malnutrition in rural areas 
to food insecurity triggered by recurrent 
floods whilst in urban areas, the high 
levels of child malnutrition is attributed to 
poverty compounded by high food prices 
affecting low income households. 

 

� The assessment results of 
the 2009 in-depth flood 
impact assessment by the 
Zambia Vulnerability 
Assessment committee 
indicate that more than 
100,000 people in 7 flood 
affected districts have been 
exposed to food insecurity 
and would require 8,300 
metric tons of cereal for a 
period of 9 months starting 
August, 2009. 

� In food surplus areas, WFP 
intends to provide market 
to small scale farmers 
through P4P Programme. 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE: ZIMBABWE 

Updated – 03 July 2009 

Highlights � Production to be higher than previously estimated. However, a gap still remains to be filled through importations and food assistance.  
� Full ZimVAC survey in August 2009 will update information on the numbers of food insecure and guide on developing a response.  

Actions    
 
Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

� The FAO/WFP 2009 Crop and 
Food Supply Assessment 
Mission (CFSAM) essentially 
endorsed the 2nd Round 
National Crop Assessment 
(about 1.4 million MT of cereal). 

� Government of South Africa has 
advised that tenders have been 
done for the supply of fertilizers 
for the winter wheat season 
from the R60 million left over 
from the 2008/09 season under 
the SADC Agriculture 
Assistance Programme.  

� Donors have 
committed/pledged resources to 
assist about 550,000 households 
for the 2009/10 season. On 
average, each HH will receive 
input support for ½ Ha. More 
resources are needed to reach 
the target of 600,000 
households and 600,000 Ha.   

� The national food security 
situation has remained stable with 
more food available on the 
market as a result of current 
harvest and importation by 
private sector.  

� The CFSAM leaves a national 
cereal deficit of 680,000 MT. 
Considering commercial import 
of 500,000 MT, the country needs 
180,000 MT of food aid (of which 
27,000MT is already in the 
country.  

� Although the CFSAM gives the 
mandate of estimating food 
insecure population to the 
Zimbabwe Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee 
(ZimVAC), it has provisionally 
estimated that a total of 2.8 
million people in rural and urban 
areas will be food insecure during 
the 2009/10 marketing year.  

� However the ZimVAC Interim 
Rural Assessment May 2009 
findings indicate that a total of 1.4 
million people in the rural areas 
will be food insecure and the total 
amount of cereal required is 
estimated at 107,000 MT.  

� Bartering is still common in rural 
areas.  Terms of trade are in 
favour of those buying grain, as 
maize is cheap (USD 0.23-
0.30/Kg).  

� Prices remain higher in absolute 
terms as compared to the region 
and more so given the limited 
access to foreign currency by the 
majority of the population. Access 
to food by highly vulnerable 
households continues to be a 
serious challenge in cases where 
no social safety nets and/or food 
aid assistance exists (FEWSNET 
report, April 2009).  

� The Zimbabwe Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee (ZimVac) 
Interim Rural Assessment findings 
indicate most households have 
enough from own harvest to last 
six months. However, an analysis 
of the diversion from the “norm” 
of such results would help 
understand the severity of the 
gap.  

� A full ZimVAC Survey will take 
place in August and the analysis is 
expected to update the 2009 
CFSAM findings. 

� The November 2008 Nutrition 
Surveillance survey report 
indicates that nationally the 
prevalence of malnutrition has 
remained static over the past few 
years.  Global acute malnutrition 
was 4.8% which is below national 
emergency cut-off points (using 
national and international 
standards) 

� UNICEF and partners have 
completed data collection for 
their Multiple-Indicator 
Monitoring System surveillance. 
Preliminary results are expected 
in August, 2009.  

� The Country is now in the 
process of adapting the Integrated 
Food Security Phase classification 
(IPC) to strengthen the analysis 
and response in food insecurity. 

  

� The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Mechanization and Irrigation 
Development announced new 
policies that are expected to 
boost production capacity of the 
agricultural sector in the short to 
medium term. The highlights are: 
Liberalized grain marketing; 
suspension of grain exports; sale 
of produce/grain in multiple 
currencies; 100% foreign currency 
retention by farmers; Market 
based access to inputs and 
promoting local production of 
fertilizer; Shift from Government 
to commercial bank & contract 
financing. 

� The ‘Full’ ZimVAC survey will 
take place in August rather than 
June as per request by the 
CFSAM mission. The analysis is 
expected to update the 2009 
CFSAM findings. 
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Other Countries: 
Angola 
In response to the floods, the Government of Angola led a mission to assess the impact on the affected population.  After meeting immediate needs, the Government estimates that there will be 
longer term impacts, extending the annual lean season by three months.  MINARS is developing a post-emergency programme for support in the coming year but it is yet unclear about whether 
they will be distributing food or not.  In May, a 3 day workshop was held to prepare a National Contingency Plan to be finalized and submitted to the National Council by June 30, 2009.  

Botswana 
Botswana is conducting a nutrition-economic study in the context of rising food prices 

South Africa (information obtained from http://www.sagis.org.za) 

Crop estimates released on 24 June 2009 indicate that estimated total commercial maize production, set at 11,603 million metric tonnes which is 89,450 metric tonnes higher than the May 26 2009 
forecasts of 11,514 metric tonnes. The production estimates are lower than the final maize production estimates (12.7 million metric tonnes) obtained during the 2007/08 season.  The 
corresponding estimated area planted with maize is also lower, at 2,428 million hectares compared to the final estimated area (2.799 million hectares) of last season. The area estimates for maize 
are to a large extent based on the Producer Independent Crop Estimation System (PICES) as undertaken by the National Crop Statistics Consortium (NCSC), which is led by the ARC.  
 
The production forecast for sorghum remained unchanged at 261,900 tons. The area estimate for sorghum is 85,500 Ha and the expected yield is 3.06 t/ha.  
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