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Humanitarian Context 
 
On September 18, a mass displacement took place in the 
Awá indigenous reservation, Inda Sabaleta, due to 
sustained armed confrontations between the Army and 
illegal armed actors. Through 24 September, the 
displacement reached a total of 1,080 people. 
 
A new census undertaken by Acción Social on October 8, 
counted 871 IDPs and 176 who had to return to their 
homes due to the difficult conditions of IDPs on the 
temporary shelters established for the emergency. 
 
Impact 
 
UNHCR, IOM, OCHA, PAHO-WHO and Oxfam held a 
mission to the area on October 2, finding that, despite the 
efforts to improve the conditions at the IDP shelters, the 
situation continues to be one of high-risk, particularly due 
to the sanitation crisis related to problems in water 
distribution. Of the 5 water storage tanks, only 3 are being 
used, since the mobile tank for water transportation broke 
down. This is issue is being prioritized by the Departmental 
Health Working Group which met yesterday (10 October).  
Moreover, there are only two bathrooms in the shelters, in 
a precarious state. 
 
Living conditions in general are also precarious, since 
temporary shelter only has capacity for half of the IDPs 
currently there, and since the conditions in the field have 
worsened due to heavy rainfall.  PAHO-WHO reported that 
the communities lack adequate space for food preparation 
as well. 
 
Since October 9, a series of mobilizations and blockades 
along the Pasto – Tumaco highway are taking place, 
affecting the access to the Inda Sabaleta reservation.  This 
situation has forced a mission by Solidarity International 
and OCHA to be suspended. 
 
According to PAHO-WHO, nearly half of the population is 
made up by children, whom are showing signs of 

malnutrition. Yesterday (October 10), the Ombudsman’s 
Office reported the death of a six-month old girl. 
 
National Response 
 
• On October 2, ICRC distributed humanitarian 

assistance for one month, for 550 people (food, 
hygiene kits and cooking kits). 

• On October 7, Acción Social distributed 300 food 
kits and materials for wood flooring in the temporary 
shelter. 

• ICBF has been in permanent accompaniment of the 
population, and has distributed cleaning kits, 
blankets, mattresses and mosquito nets. 

• The UNIPA Health Provider and the local hospital 
are assisting the population. 

• On October 9, the regional office of Pastoral Social 
in Tumaco provided food aid. 

• The Local Government distributed food and water 
for the affected population. 

• The Government of Nariño summoned a meeting of 
the Departmental Committee for IDPs Integral 
Assistance on October 12, and announced the 
destination of 10 million Colombian pesos to improve 
the shelters (US$5000). 

• The indigenous community created Health, Basic 
Sanitation, Communication, Food and Security 
Commissions. 

 
International Response 

 
On October 4, the IASC group in Nariño held a meeting 
with the attendance of UNHCR, UNHCHR, UNICEF, 
OXFAM, Solidarity International, WFP, PAHO-WHO, 
OCHA, IOM, Action Against Hunger, IRC, the Norwegian 
Refugee Council and ICRC. The following actions were 
coordinated: 
 
• Since October 9, PAHO-WHO has been providing 

assistance via a sanitation engineer and technician 
to build 5 wells and install 5 water pumps.  In 
addition, the agency will distribute 20 additional water 
filters. 

• IOM is soliciting US$29,578 to support the 
Departmental Health Institute and ICBF with a 
hospital-tent including immediate response 
equipment, a mobile medical unit, school equipment 



               

and other emergency response equipment (tables, 
electrical generators). 

• MSF is providing support to improve access to the 
area in coordination with the local government. 

• Solidarity International has committed to improve 
the temporary shelters and manage solid waste in 
coordination with Acción Social and the local 
government. 

• Oxfam will provide psychosocial support through 
accompaniment to teachers and activities with 
children, women and the local committees.  In 
addition it will implement weekly recreational plans 
and cultural activities to promote protection and 
social cohesion. 

• UNICEF is requesting boots for children. 
• UNHCR will hold a registration campaign among 

IDPs. 
• OCHA will continue with permanent monitoring of the 

situation, and together with IOM, UNHCR and 
PAHO-WHO will provide response coordination 
support to the local and departmental governments, 
as well as UNIPA. 

 
Needs 
 
• The principal needs include water provision, basic 

sanitation and food. 
• 5 buildings are still not conditioned in the shelter 

area. 
• There is a high-risk of contagious diseases related to 

overcrowded conditions and poor sanitary conditions. 
• During a meeting held between the IASC group in 

Nariño, the Departmental Health Institute and ICBF, 
the following requests were made: 

 
o The Departmental Health Institute requested 

support for a hospital-tent and mobile medical 
unit to implement an immediate response 
team. 

o ICBF requested help for home schooling. 
 
At-risk Population 
 
Due to the protests occurring since October 12 along the 
highway, access to the Inda Sabaleta reservation could be 
restricted. According to information provided by UNIPA, 
nearly 4,500 can be currently affected by armed 
confrontations in the indigenous reservations. 
 
DISPLACEMENT TO ECUADOR AND 
PROTESTS 
 
It was confirmed by the Early Warning System of the 
Ombudsman’s Office and UNHCR that a new mass 
displacement of nearly 3.000 people from the rural area of 
Vallenato (Tumaco) towards San Lorenzo in Ecuador took 
place early on October 10, following a failure by the GOC 

to fulfill commitments made after the first mass 
displacement on 23 August.  IASC Nariño is monitoring this 
situation. 
 
RICAURTE- TUMACO HIGHWAY (NARIÑO) 
 
Since October 9, the IASC group in Nariño was informed 
about a mobilization of indigenous communities from the 
Awá CAMAWARI organization along the Pasto – Tumaco 
road is taking place. Currently the road is open. 
 
OTHER MUNICIPALITIES IN NARIÑO  
 
Samaniego/La Llanada 
ICRC confirmed that on October 9, four civilians were 
injured in minefield accidents.  Thus far in 2007, there have 
been 35 mine incidents, and the risk level to civilian 
populations in the area has led to confinement, with access 
problems hampering the entrance of food and basic 
services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  


