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Latest Developments

The Iraq Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) for 2008, 
which seeks US$ 265 million for humanitarian action 
inside Iraq, was launched in Baghdad on 12 February. 
The full appeal can be seen at www.humanitarianappeal.
net   

A flash appeal was launched for Tajikistan on 18 
February 2008, requesting nearly US$ 25.2 million 
to support population affected by extreme climate 
conditions causing lack of energy, water, food and 
other basic needs. For more information, please visit 
www.humanitarianappeal.net

John Holmes, United Nations Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, visited the occupied Palestinian territory 
and Israel from 14-18 February. Mr. Holmes concluded 
that it was hard to see how the deteriorating situation 
in both Gaza and the West Bank, and the reinforced 
despair and sense of humiliation of the Palestinians, 
was a good basis for the rapid peace settlement so 
badly needed. He called for the current gulf between the 
reality on the ground and the aims of the negotiations to 
be bridged urgently. Further details of his visit can be 
found at www.ochaopt.org 

UNICEF and ‘Dubai Cares’ signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding to boost access to education for 
children. The Gulf charity will work closely with UNICEF 
to support education programmes in Africa, Eastern 
Europe, South Asia and the Middle East. ‘Dubai Cares’ - 
launched in 2007 by HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashed 
al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai – is an initiative to bring education 
to one million children and help contribute towards 
Millennium Development Goal 2. 

The humanitarian update is a monthly publication 
from UN OCHA’s Regional Office in Dubai, reporting 
on the main humanitarian events in the Middle East, 
North Africa and Central Asia. This update is based on 
information from UN Agencies, other responders and 
donors, and media sources. For more information on 
Iraq or OPT, please visit www.ochairaq.org and www.
oachaopt.org
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Regional Events

OCHA’s Pandemic Influenza Contingency Hub in Cairo 
facilitated a regional UN System Workshop on Pandemic 
Preparedness Planning in Manama, Bahrain on 18 - 
19 February 2008. The meeting was prompted by UN 
Country Teams in Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arabia, 
and United Arab Emirates who felt the need to exchange 
experience with addressing the threat of avian and 
pandemic influenza and reflect collectively on approaches 
to support national pandemic readiness in the region with 
national government authorities. Among other issues, the 
meeting raised the importance of improving information-
sharing on pandemic risk and related initiatives in the 
region. The meeting also agreed that the UN should 
engage more consistently with national authorities and 
regional organisations, such as the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), in particular with regards to promoting 
multi-sector preparedness beyond the health sector.

On 12 February, the UAE Red Crescent Society convened 
a meeting with Heads of UN Agencies based in UAE. The 
meeting was chaired by the Chairman of the Board of the 
UAE Red Crescent and was attended by the UN Resident 
Coordinator, representatives from UNRWA, UNICEF, WFP, 
OCHA and UNHCR. The purpose was to discuss ways 
of strengthening collaboration and coordination among 
UN agencies and the Red Crescent both at national and 
international levels.

Representatives of the Ministries for Emergencies from 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Khazakstan attended a 
meeting in Almaty on 26 February, facilitated by OCHA, 
to discuss the terms of reference for a proposed Regional 
Disaster Preparedness and Response Coordination 
Centre. Further consultations will be undertaken to 
finalise negotiations on the establishment of the Centre. 

Afghanistan

The harshest winter weather conditions in nearly  x
30 years have caused fatalities, hardship and major 
access problems in the Western Region. Over 882 
fatalities have been reported in the provinces of 
Herat, Farah and Badghis and Ghor. Concerns are 
also growing that melting snows and spring rain will 
increase the severity of the flood season and threaten 
the lives and livelihoods of millions more Afghans. 

The government of Afghanistan and the UN launched  x
a Joint Appeal for The Humanitarian Consequences 
of the Rise in Food Prices on 24 January, asking 
donors to provide about $80 million for a five-month 

(February-June 2008) humanitarian intervention. The 
USA, Canada and Denmark have contributed US$31 
million to provide a temporary safety net for 2.55 
million vulnerable Afghans facing food-insecurity.  
Funds from Australia, Germany, Japan, Netherlands, 
Switzerland and the Central Emergency Revolving 
Fund (CERF) are also expected to contribute over $14 
million to the joint appeal in the near future. 

Two suicide bombings on 17/18 February killed more  x
than 135 people, most of them civilians. The blast in 
Kandahar province was the deadliest suicide attack 
in Afghanistan since the Taliban government was 
removed from power in late 2001.

Tajikistan

Tajikistan has also been experiencing abnormally  x
harsh winter weather conditions, with heavy snow fall 
and temperatures of below minus 20 degrees Celsius. 
As a result of the reduced reservoir water levels, 
hydroelectric power stations are barely producing 
electricity and the country’s main source of energy 
has been compromised, leading to a severe disruption 
of heating, water supplies and basic social services. 
The economic and social shocks as a result of the 
current cold weather conditions and energy crisis 
have worsened an already precarious food security 
situation, especially in rural areas. 

Extreme cold Afghanistan, winter 2008 | Source: IRIN
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On 1 February, OCHA deployed a Humanitarian  x
Affairs Officer to support the Resident Coordinator and 
expanded Disaster Management Team in Dushanbe. A 
Flash Appeal was launched on 18 February for nearly 
$25.2 million to meet urgent humanitarian needs and 
to avoid foreseeable life-threatening situations during 
spring and early summer when floods and landslides 
are expected. The appeal can be seen at http://
www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/EDIS-
7BUPZV?OpenDocument. CERF has given over $5.2 
million, in addition to donations from several member 
states; several planes with relief items have landed 
and goods are already being distributed. 

Among donations from other member states, the  x
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia sent 8 planes of emergency 
supplies, including blankets and other non-food items. 
Following a visit to Iran by the President of Tajikistan, 
the Iranian Government has committed to assisting 
Tajikistan in coping with its energy crisis. According 
to official sources, Iran will send fuel for the regular 
operation of power plants in Dushanbe. 

Kazakhstan 

Due to a sudden increase in air temperatures  x
combined with heavy rains following the harsh winter 
that has been affecting the whole of central Asia, 24 
settlements in the South of Kazakhstan have been 
flooded, leading to the displacement of 12,805 people. 
In addition, 8 schools and 2 primary health-care 
centres have been destroyed, as well as bridges and 
roads. Some 437 livestock have been killed. 

There is a high probability that the situation will  x
worsen, as the water level in the Shardarya reservoir 
is dangerously exceeding its threshold. In addition, 
there is a continuous threat that several dams on 
the Sir-Darya River could be damaged by debris and 
blocks of ice pushed up by the flood waters.

The Minister for Emergency Situations has requested  x
the assistance of the international community to 
respond to the situation. The Kazakh Red Crescent 
has released emergency supplies from its warehouses 
worth US$ 68,500. The UN has deployed an inter-
agency assessment mission to identify needs. A 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer from the OCHA Regional 
Office in Dubai is part of the mission. 

Lebanon

On 12 February the United Nations Relief Works  x
Agency (UNRWA), the Government of Lebanon and 
the Palestine Liberation Organization launched a 
plan for the reconstruction of Nahr el-Bared camp. 
The Lebanese Army is now allowing access for some 
displaced families to enter areas of the camp that are 
considered safe in order to retrieve their valuables and 
documents. Once this process is finished, UNRWA will 
be given access to remove the rubble in preparation 
for the reconstruction. 

Syria

UNHCR has observed that the return movement to  x
Iraq that increased immediately after the imposition 
of new visa regulations appears to have subsided. 
Currently, UNHCR does not consider that conditions 
are suitable for large-scale return.

OCHA’s Pandemic and Influenza Contingency hub in  x
Cairo undertook a mission to Syria on 24-27 February 
2008. The mission looked at UN preparations for 
a possible pandemic as part of a broader disaster 
response preparedness agenda. A workshop was 
organized, which looked at improving the resilience of 
UN operations to a possible pandemic and supporting 
national preparedness and response. The meeting 
highlighted the need for considering pandemic 
preparedness from a multi-sector perspective and for 
engaging more consistently with the Syrian authorities 
in this respect. 

Iraqi Refugees, August 2007 | Source: UNICEF Monitors Agency



OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS

P.O.Box 506011, UN OCHA ROMENACA, Phone: (+971) 4-368 1022, Fax: (+971) 4-368 1023 • 

Humanitarian Update

4

yemen

Clashes in the northern province of Saada between  x
government forces and followers of rebel leader al-
Houthi have escalated, despite a peace deal signed in 
Qatar on 1 February. According to media sources, on 
3 February 14 people were killed in fierce clashes in 
Haidan District. Hundreds of families were displaced 
and others were living without shelter since their 
houses were destroyed. Some have been living in 
tents in areas close to Saada city, and those whose 
houses were destroyed or occupied by the army are 
living in the open in the same area. Food shortages 
have been also reported.  

Despite yemeni government efforts to deter African  x
migrants crossing the Gulf of Aden to the country, 
officials say there has been an increase in boat 
arrivals recently and at least 39 deaths at sea. UNHCR 
is monitoring the numbers of arrivals. 

New reports indicate that a few locust swarms are  x
present in Oman and yemen. Both countries are on 
high alert and monitoring the situation to reduce the 
threat to crops and livelihoods.

Useful Links

www.reliefweb.org
www.humanitarianappeal.net
www.ochaopt.org
www.ochairaq.org
www.irinnews.org 

For more information, please contact:
Nadia Evans, OCHA Dubai, 00971 502279808, evans2@
un.org

Forthcoming Events

3-6 March: Development Group Office ‘Transition’ 
Workshop, Cairo, Egypt

10-11 March: United Nations Disaster Assessment 
and Coordination team (UNDAC) & International 
Search and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) 
familiarization workshop for the GCC, hosted in 
Doha, Qatar

11-12 March: Middle East and North Africa 
Regional Inter-agency Workshop on Disaster Risk 
Assessment, Cairo, Egypt (ISDR)

24 March: ‘Reporting on Humanitarian Issues’: an 
OCHA/ IRIN media workshop held in partnership 
with the International Humanitarian City and the 
Dubai Press Club, Dubai


