
 
I. General Overview 
Officials from the International Criminal Court visited Kenya in September 2010/October 
2010 to conduct interviews with victims and witnesses of the 2007 post-election violence. 
The visit also included interactions with senior Government officials expected to support 
the investigations into the 2007 poll violence which left more than 600, 000 people 
displaced and more than 1000 people dead.  

      
More than 3000 Kenyan women representing various organisations and communities 
participated in a conference in Nairobi to review the progress made since the adoption of 
the African Women’s Decade in October 2009, spearheaded by the Africa Union’s 
Women and Gender Development Directorate. Among key milestones in the Women’s 
charter include strides to be made in representation of women in politics and other 
decision making bodies. Women are generally under -represented in current government 
structures.  Out of 210 elected Members of Parliament, there are less than 20 women, 
and this representation is similar in other social and economic decision making bodies.  
The new Constitution endorsed by 67 per cent of Kenyan voters in August 2010 opens 
new opportunities for the parity of representation of women across sectors. Article 127 of 
the Constitution makes specific reference to the need for Parliament to appoint women to 
the Parliamentary Select Committee, for instance.  
 
United Nations Sector Focal Points held a two-day training workshop with the Gender 
Marker Focal Point to discuss the importance of encompassing gender issues in sectoral 
programme design in the Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan (EHRP). The UN and 
its partners from the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) have made reporting on 
gender mandatory in its financial tools for emergency and recovery response.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• Humanitarian, development  and Government partners advance to develop the multi-annual 

appeal 
• Cholera contained in the Country, but GoK and partners remain vigilant 
• GoK develops preparedness response plan for La Nina 
• La Nina effects to possibly reverse recovery efforts of pastoralists as drought conditions are set 

to worsen 
• Conflict in Turkana intensifies with 16 people killed, several others injured  in violent and armed 

cattle raids in September 2010 
• Government leads celebrations to commemorate International World Disaster Risk Reduction 

Day 
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from national and international humanitarian partners and from other official sources. This report does not 
represent a position from the United Nations. This report is posted on: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya 



 2

International Disaster Risk Reduction day was this year inaugurated on 14 October 2010 
in Korogochio slums, Nairobi. The theme of this year’s celebration was “Making My City 
Resilient”. The Minister of State of Special Programmes (MoSSP), accompanied by her 
Permanent Secretary, the Nairobi City Mayor and UN representatives from International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), OCHA, UNDP and UN-Habitat joined the 
celebrations. The National Disaster Operations Centre (NDOC) said Kenya has made 
strides in preparing for disasters but much attention has in the past been given to rural-
based disasters and not urban disasters. The Director of NDOC said Kenya is facing 
disasters in urban areas, especially slums which are unplanned and face many hazards- 
among them fire for which infrastructure and equipment is unavailable or is limited to 
address the disasters when they occur. The NDOC Director also stated that sexual 
violence against women, girls and boys has become rife in Mathare slums in Nairobi.  
 
 
The 2010 World Disaster Report (WDR) rates Kenya among the low income countries 
which are most vulnerable to disasters1. Vulnerability especially in urban areas is rife 
because of the state of slums [informal settlements] which exposes residents to daily 
risks of fire, epidemics, sexual violence especially against girls, women and boys, 
increased food insecurity because of unstable maize prices influenced by effects of 
drought and market failures. Preparedness efforts for disasters have often left Kenya’s 
slums out of the radar even though history has shown that for instance in 2007/2008, the 
post election violence was concentrated in slums- where access by humanitarian actors 
was limited; seasonal floods affect Kenya every year and the poor/or lack of 
infrastructure in urban slums means residents find ways of coping with little assistance 
from the Government or humanitarian actors- their resilience pushed to the edge; 
communicable and preventable diseases like Cholera are rife because of poor sanitation 
and lack of potable water; and HIV/AIDs epidemic remain at uncontrolled levels in urban 
slums. 2 
 
Media reports suggest that the Somali Transitional Federal Government (TFG) forces on 
17 October 2010 recaptured Beled-Hawa district, in south western Gedo region of 
Somalia bordering Kenya. The militias were reportedly driven out of town after conceding 
defeat in the outskirts of the district forcing the extremists to flee the town. The 
Government forces are reported to have moved towards Luq town, about 60 kilometers 
from Beled-Hawo. In Mandera town which borders Beled-Hawo, the situation is reported 
to be calm but Kenyan Security forces have heightened their presence along the border 
and remain on high alert. Temporary displacements have been reported but numbers 
remain ambiguous.  
 
 
II. Humanitarian Situation 

 
Humanitarian Financing 
Humanitarian, development and government partners held a two-day Emergency 
Humanitarian Response Plan (EHRP) workshop on 28/29 September 2010 to develop 
scenarios, strategic objectives and prioritize areas of humanitarian and recovery 
responses in the country for 2011- 2013.  For the first time, the partners in Kenya are 
developing a multi-annual appeal which will have the flexibility for projects to be reviewed 
on an annual basis but can be planned for a timeframe beyond one year to allow 
linkages of relief operations to recovery /developmental longer term initiatives. . The 
reasoning beyond the multi-annual appeal is that Kenya  faces chronic vulnerability with 
spikes of acute emergency needs, in addition to rapid onset disasters wrought by 

                                                 
1 IFRC World Disaster Report 2010: Focus on Urban Risk 
2 Urban Margins October 2010 
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weather variabilities and other social factors (conflict, evictions, etc). The EHRP 
workshop agreed on four strategic objectives which will inform humanitarian and 
recovery operations:- 

• Timely and coordinated life-saving humanitarian assistance and protection is 
provided to highly vulnerable populations affected by natural and man-made 
disasters;  

• Ensure the early recovery of populations affected by natural and man-made 
disasters is sustained and support the further integration of recovery approaches 
with longer term interventions to reduce high levels of chronic vulnerability;  

• Enhance community resilience using targeted disaster risk reduction approaches 
to reduce the impacts of disasters and ensure linkages with longer-term 
initiatives to reduce vulnerability;  

• Targeted and sustained advocacy with the Government of Kenya and 
development actors to further their engagement in addressing issues of chronic 
vulnerability. 

Drought  
With drought conditions set to deteriorate especially in northern and north-eastern parts of 
the country, the NDOC has moved swiftly to develop a Contingency Plan that aims to 
address both positive and negative effects of La Nina conditions in coming months. The 
Contingency Plan looks at the following sectors and the impact of depressed rainfall: 
Agriculture, Food Security and Livestock Development, Public Health Sector, Transport and 
Public safety Sector, water Resources Management, Energy Generation, the Environment 
and Peace, Security and Law and Order.   

 
Conflict in Pastoralist Communities 
Violent cattle rustling conflicts in pastoral areas have led to 123 deaths since January 2010. 
In September 2010, the conflict has been concentrated in Turkana region where most 
recently seven Toposa men were killed and one Turkana woman injured when Toposa from 
Sudan attacked a village North-East of Lokichoggio town. Sixteen people have been 
reported killed and several others injured in more than five separate cattle rustling incidents 
in the region in September 2010 alone.  
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Weather forecast and Impacts 
The Kenya Meteorological Department has declared La Nina conditions from September 
2010 to early 2011, with severe drought implications expected in northern, north-eastern 
pastoral regions and the southern marginal lands where below rainfall is predicted.  Rainfall 
distribution within the 2010 “Short Rains” Season is expected to be generally poor over most 
parts of the country and more so the Arid and Semi-Arid Lands (ASALs). Long dry spells are 
likely to occur during the season, especially during the months of October and December 2010. 
However, a few storms may occur during the peak month of November 2010. 
 
Depressed rainfall is expected over most agricultural areas of the country and it is also expected 
that the rainfall will be poorly distributed with prolonged dry spells. In western Kenya near-normal 
rainfall is expected and impact on agriculture should be positive. However in the pastoral areas 
in northern and North-eastern Kenya, foliage and pasture conditions are likely to deteriorate as a 
result of expected poor rainfall performance during the season. This will inevitably slow the 
recovery process from the 2009 severe drought and reverse to a large extent recovery gains that 
have been made this year with the good rains experienced during the Long Rains (March- June 
2010).  
 

 
      Specific outlook for October-November-December 2010 Short Rains 

 
 
Source: KMD September 2010 
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Cholera Outbreak  
The outbreaks of Cholera have generally been controlled in the 35 districts since 
January 2010. There have been 3354 cases and 272 deaths (CFR of 2.1 per cent %) 
since January 2010. The Government and its partners however remain vigilant.  
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

No of Cases 85 49 61 53 69 91 110 47 101 198 310 255 190 219 156 142 291 159 94 59 78 28 48 59 34 9 18 14 6 0 0 44 51 16 0 0 0 0 0

Deaths 7 0 0 0 1 3 0 1 0 2 8 4 1 5 1 0 3 9 1 3 9 0 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lab Confirmed 8 0 0 4 6 3 19 4 22 5 11 4 15 5 1 0 16 4 0 0 1 13 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Source: Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation/Oct 2010 
 
Refugees  
There are more than 411, 667 refugees in Kenya of whom 292, 6653 are in overcrowded 
Dadaab camps in north-eastern Kenya. There are 75, 583 and 46, 377 refugees in 
Kakuma and Nairobi respectively. UNHCR reports that Dadaab refugee camps continue 
to receive a significant number of new arrivals. In addition, the overall population in 
Dadaab also increases through new births, in-situ registration (of persons who arrived in 
a previous period but reported for registration later), family reunification, and various 
other data adjustments. A total of 48,283 individuals have been registered since January 
of this year, with 45,026 arriving from Somalia, 2,937 from Ethiopia, 237 from Sudan, 12 
from Democratic Republic of Congo, 2 from Eritrea, 1 from Zimbabwe and 68 from 
Burundi.  
 

Source: UNHCR 15 October 2010-10-18 

                                                 
3 UNHCR Weekly Report 15 October 2010 
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For more information, please contact OCHA Kenya: 
 
Jeanine Cooper, Head of Office, +254 (20)7625155 cooper1@un.org 
 
Patrick Lavandhomme, Deputy Head of Office, +254 (20)7625148 lavandhomme@un.org 
 
Thandie Mwape, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/Reporting & Analysis, +254 (20)762 5316 mwapet@un.org 
 
Alfred Nabeta, Desk Officer, Africa I Section, OCHA-New York, +1 917 367 2649 nabeta@un.org 
  


