WEEKLY UPDATE: October 22-28, 2019
This callout box includes a weekly update on news and work specifically related to
implementing the Peace Accord between the Government of Colombia (GOC) and the FARC.

This is how “The Singer of the FARC” became mayor of Turbaco: Guillermo Torres became the first former FARC
guerrilla to be elected mayor by popular vote in his homeland of Turbaco, Bolívar. Torres, who had been a member
of the FARC guerrilla since 1983, won, not with the endorsement of what would be considered his natural party, the
FARC, but with the support of Colombia Humana. Torres' campaign stood out for being a campaign with little
publicity, with almost no ads promoting his political exercise. Instead, he used his voice and a guitar. The fact that he
was remembered as the "singer of the FARC" played in his favor in his run for election. While his opponents spent
money on advertising, this former guerrilla sang and held meetings that few people attended; he gave surprise visits
to neighborhoods, and when people he would arrive, they would say: "here comes the singer of the FARC, here he
comes”. 1
The UN Verification Mission in Colombia condemns killing of ex-combatant in reincorporation space: The UN
Verification Mission in Colombia condemns the murder of Alexander Parra Uribe, known as Rodolfo Fierro, in the
former Territorial Training and Reincorporation Space (ETCR) of Mesetas, Meta. It severely denounced this
assassination and deplored the increase in the number of murders of former FARC combatants in process of
reincorporation, which has reached 158 since the signing of the Peace Agreement. Alexander Parra Uribe was a
former commander, delegate of the FARC to the Departmental Council of Reincorporation in Meta, and coordinator
of the tourism project Ambientes para la Paz, supported by international cooperation. Parra was recognized for his
commitment to the peace process and his role in promoting reincorporation. His killing is the first to occur within an
ETCR, where ex-combatants move on with their process of reincorporation into civilian life, and which are guarded
by security forces. 2
FARC, to answer for recruitment and abuse of minors in its ranks: After analyzing several reports of forced
recruitment of minors and of sexual violence against children forcibly recruited by the FARC, and based on the
analysis of documents presented by the group, the JEP summoned the former guerrilla chiefs who belonged to the
Central Staff or Secretariat of the FARC between 1978 and 2016, for preliminary hearings. 37 former guerrilla chiefs
were included in this process, and 14 former FARC commanders were summoned in the first round of hearings. The
ex-guerrillas will have the opportunity to respond to the accusations contained in the reports reviewed by the JEP
and to make early contributions to the truth.3

The European Fund for Peace commits resources to Colombia until 2024: The European Union director for
Latin America and the Caribbean, Jolita Butkeviciene, announced that the European Fund for Peace will be
extended until 2024, in order to continue contributing to the implementation of the Havana agreement. Austria
and Finland will join the Fund as member countries The announcement was made by the representative, after
holding a meeting with the presidential advisor for Stabilization and the Ambassador of the European Union in
Colombia. During this meeting, progress in the reincorporation of former FARC combatants and other points of
the implementation of the agreement were reviewed. 33.5 million euros were pledged for rural development
and reincorporation, with an emphasis on new projects that will promote integral rural development and
sustainable economic growth in the territories affected by the conflict. 4
Mambrú' Strategy reaches 27 municipalities in Colombia to promote the rights of children and young people:
In order to contribute to reconciliation from a prevention perspective, the ARN implements the "Mambrú"
strategy of prevention and non-repetition of violent acts, which aims to strengthen protective environments for
children and young people. In the fifth edition of "Mambrú", two novelties were added: a specific focus on
gender inclusion, to highlight the participation of girls, adolescents and women in the strategy; and a focus on
entrepreneurship and social innovation that seeks to strengthen skills and competencies, and create spaces in
which young people can develop economic activities for their benefit and that of their community. 5
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