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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• The President of the Republic of Namibia declared a national state of emergency on 29 March 2011 
to respond to large-scale flooding in the northern parts of the country. International assistance has 
been requested. 

• Sixty-two people have died due to flooding.  
• An estimated 22 health clinics are either under water or inaccessible. 
• 163 schools are closed 
• A new flood wave in the Cuvelai Basin is expected to hit northern Namibia this weekend, coinciding 

with predicted heavy rainfall. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
On 29 March 2011, the President of the Republic of 
Namibia declared a national state of emergency to 
respond to large-scale flooding in the northern parts 
of the country. The declaration was based on the 
results of a rapid assessment conducted on 25 to 27 
March 2011.  

Following weeks of heavy rain, water levels in 
northern Namibia are already 30-40 cm higher than 
they were in 2009, when a flood emergency was 
also declared. The most severe flooding is occurring 
in the regions of Oshana, Ohangwena, Omusati and 
Oshikoto, which form the Cuvelai Basin. However, 
surrounding areas are also being affected, 
specifically Caprivi and Kavango. An estimated 62 
people have died. In Oshakati town in Oshana 
region, an estimated 5,000 people are already being 
housed in relocation sites, and this number is 
increasing.   

The Namibia Meteorological Service is predicting 
more rainfall over the central and northern parts of 
country next week, which could lead to a further increase in water levels. There are also reports from the 
Hydrological Services in the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry that a new flood wave in the Cuvelai 
Basin is heading towards northern Namibia from Angola. This flood wave is expected to reach Namibia 
around 01 April 2011, and coincide with the predicted heavy rains.    
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
The Directorate of Disaster Risk Management (DDRM) will share a consolidated report on the flood situation 
on 31 March 2011. Preliminary information indicates that the main needs will be food, shelter, transport and 
education. An estimated 324 schools have been affected by the floods, with 163 closed, affecting over 
100,000 learners. About 22 health clinics are either under water or they are completely surrounded by water.  

The Namibian Government has allocated N$ 30 million (an estimated US$ 4.4 million) for the response. 
However, it has not yet been established how these funds will be allocated. International assistance has 
been requested. USAID has mobilized support for the Namibia Red Cross Society (NRCS) to replenish relief 
stocks. The International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) has successfully appealed for CHF 296,472 
(US$ 328,000) from its internal Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support NRCS in delivering 
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immediate assistance to 2,000 families in the northern regions of Caprivi, Kavango, Ohangwena, Omusati 
and Oshana, as well as in the southern region of Karas, which was affected by flooding earlier in the season. 
DDRM is expected to formally request the United Nations to activate the International Space Charter to 
receive recent satellite imagery of the affected areas.  

IV. Coordination 

The DDRM has activated the Flood Emergency Management Coordination Office (FEMCO) based in 
Oshakati, Oshana Region. FEMCO should be fully operational from 31 March 2011, headed by the 
Permanent Secretary of Defense.    

A Government-led stakeholder meeting will be held on 31 March 2011 to establish the gaps and plan the 
response. Planning will include identifying priority areas, assigning roles and responsibilities, considering 
lessons learned from previous flood responses and referencing regional contingency plans. The meeting will 
also discuss whether there is a need to conduct another rapid assessment to the affected areas.  

The United Nations Country Team called an Emergency Focal Point Meeting on 30 March 2011 to discuss 
the immediate activities that need to be undertaken to support Government in the response. Cluster leads 
will also be meeting on 31 March 2011 to discuss priority activities to be undertaken.  
 

V. Contact 

 
 
 
Please contact: 
Windhoek: Agnese Spiazzi 
UN Reform Coordination Consultant 
agnese.spiazzi@one.un.org  
 
 
For more information, please visit link to relevant websites.  
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