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 n December 2006, the 2nd meeting of the International Conference 

on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) was held in Nairobi, with 11 

countries taking part  (Angola, Kenya, Uganda, CAR, Congo, 

 Tanzania, Sudan, Zambia, Burundi, Rwanda and DRC). The Conference 

concluded with the signature of a “Pact on Security, Stability and 

Development in the Great Lakes Region”, which included the creation of a 

“Special Fund for Reconstruction and Development” and establishing a 

Secretariat based in Bujumbura. This Pact was supposed to come into effect 

on 21
st
 June 2008. The ICGLR was a long time in the making, and involved 

a rather complex processes of consultation where different sectors (the 

young, women, etc) put forward their own requirements, which provided 

talking points for both meetings between the Heads of State (November 

2004 in Dar es Salaam and December 2006 in Nairobi). The 

bureaucratisation and politicisation of the process gave it the feel of a 

jamboree, where the proclamations (the Dar es Salaam Declaration and the 

aforementioned Nairobi Pact) did not satisfy our hunger. It was not that they 

were uninspiring, but on the contrary, it was because we feared they would 

turn out to be empty promises. Our fears were well founded; on 6th October 

2008, the ICGLR’s Executive Secretary, Ambassador Liberata Mulamula, 

published a statement in which she expressed her concerns about the state of 

security in the DRC. She fears that “renewed hostility will undermine the 

various regional and international initiatives that are seeking to find a 

lasting solution to the problems of instability posed by the continued 

presence of armed groups in the east of the country”. The ICGLR agrees 

with this opinion that “the Amani programme, which resulted from the 

Goma Conference, remains the best viable framework for a peaceful 

resolution to the conflict, and expresses its overwhelming astonishment at 

Nkunda’s declarations as they may undermine all efforts to make progress”. 

One can only applaud the ICGLR’s criticisms, but they did not have much 

impact, even though the Nairobi Summit still took place on 7th November 

2008 under the auspices of the ICGLR and set up a team of mediators to 

work with Olusegun Obasanji and Benjamin Mkapa. At the same time, the 

presidents of the Great Lakes Region’s Parliaments launched a four day 

meeting in Kigali on 2
nd

 December 2008, “to establish a regional Forum to 

discuss peace and security in the region, amongst other issues”. Nobody can 

disagree with that, but it's high time that the ICGLR puts its high-flown 

declarations into practice and makes its wishes, ambitions and objectives a 

reality. This can be achieved, for example, through lasting normalisation of 

economic relations between the DRC, Rwanda and Uganda; by signing and 

implementing an agreement on cross-border movements of both people and 

property (including weapons and natural resources), as well as through the 

application of the nonaggression and mutual defence Protocol,  measures 

which would put an end to impunity. It is within this framework that, in its 

press release on 7th November 2008, EurAC asked the EU and its Member 

States to take action, support the agenda put forward by the Nairobi Pact and 

contribute to the Special Fund for Reconstruction and Development. In this 

way, the ICGLR can finally become a reality in the region. 
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� Concerns about the Human Rights 
situation  

On 8th and 9th November 2008, the management 

committee (MC) of the Human Rights League of the Great 

Lakes Region (LDGL) met to analyse how the social, 

political and economic conditions have developed in the 

Great Lakes region, with a view to understanding their 

impact on the human rights situation in Rwanda, Burundi 

and Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The MC noted 

that the human rights situation in the region is still very 

worrying.  

In Burundi, the LDGL is concerned that dialogue between 

the Palipehutu-FNL and the Government has stagnated. 

With the resumption of this dialogue, it was hoped that 

peace could be re-established and consolidated, therefore 

this stagnation is extremely worrying, particularly 

considering the challenges that will be faced in the run-up 

to the elections scheduled for 2010. The LDGL has 

observed a net decline in the situation in relation to 

exercising freedom of opinion and association, and to press 

freedom. The LDGL condemns the increase in political 

intolerance, especially at a time when the political powers 

need the freedom to introduce their political programmes 

in preparation for the proposed elections in 2010. In this 

respect, the LDGL "demands" that the application of the 

Interior Minister’s recommendation n ° 

350/1022/61/10/2008 on the regulation of meetings and 

public demonstrations by political parties and other 

associations is postponed, because it prevents the free 

practice of  civil liberties. 

For the DRC, the LDGL fears that the conflict will 

become regionalised and stresses that a military solution 

cannot resolve this conflict, the solution must be political. 

The solution must consider the root causes of the 

continued conflict in the east of the country by putting 

pressure on the signatories of the Goma Agreement, the 

Nairobi Declaration and the Nairobi Communiqué to make 

good on their commitments. The LDGL condemns acts of 

violence committed by the CNDP, Maï Maï and sections 

of the Congolese army. It calls for forces from Europe or 

Africa to be deployed to reinforce MONUC in order to 

protect civilians and to secure routes to refugee camps. 

The LDGL reports that Congolese military justice is 

ineffective and is not capable of judging the perpetrators of 

human rights violations. The LDGL urges International 

Criminal Court (ICC)’s Prosecutor to carry out a 

meticulous investigation into the various war crimes 

committed by belligerents in the North Kivu region.  

Regarding Rwanda, the LDGL expressed concerns about 

the recent revision of the institutional law on the Gacaca 

courts, whose scope has just been extended to the 

perpetrators of rape, a first category crime. The LDGL 

believes that this development will have a negative impact  

 

 

on efforts to ensure that the requirements for fair trials 

are met. It also fears that protection for the victims and 

confidentiality in the procedure, which are essential for 

the suppression of acts of sexual violence, may not be 

assured. The LDGL criticised the fact that some press 

organisations are banned from covering official events, 

preventing the exercise of press freedom. The LDGL 

expressed its approval of the last Nairobi summit 

(November, 2008) on the crisis in the east of the DRC 

but called on Rwanda and the DRC to gain from this 

conference by working together to restore peace to 

North Kivu. In conclusion, the LDGL reiterated that 

the problems relating to land management (access to 

land, expropriation of land for public usage and the 

management of conflicts over land) remain one of the 

factors in the conflict. It calls on legislative and 

judicial bodies to control and prevent conflicts relating 

to land management. 

 

�  Renewal of the LDGL’s committee  
 

According to a press release by the LDGL’s 

secretariat, they held their 9
th

 General Assembly (GA) 

in Ngozi (Burundi), on 11th November 2008. Twenty-

three organisations out of twenty-five took part. After 

analysing the human rights situation in the three 

countries and adopting reports on activities and 

finances, the GA accepted three new members then 

voted in new members to the Management committee 

and Supervisory board.  

 

� COCAFEM’s memorandum on acts 
of sexual violence 

 

Following a seminar on the topic “Stop the scandalous 

abuse of women in the Great Lakes region”, held in 

Bujumbura from 30th October to 1st November 2008, 

the Great Lakes Women’s Regional Network 

(Concertation des Collectifs d’Associations Feminines 

de la Region des Grands Lacs — COCAFEM), 

published a memorandum. COCAFEM launched “an 

impassioned appeal to the heads of state in Burundi, 

Rwanda and the DRC” and calls on them, amongst 

other things, to put an end to war in the region, to 

respect the Nairobi Agreement and the Pact on Peace, 

Stability, Security and Development in the Great Lakes 

region. COCAFEM calls for Resolutions 1325 and 

1820 of the UN Security Council to be implemented; 

“to guarantee judicial autonomy in the struggle 

against impunity”; accellerate “the establishing of a 

regional Forum for women as proposed in the Nairobi 

Pact on Peace, Stability, Security and Development” 

and “create a regional Fund to support women who 

are victims  of violent acts”. 
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After the massacres in Kiwanja on 4th and 5th November 

2008 - classified as war crimes by several international 

authorities and labelled the «Srebenicza of Congo» by 

Colette Braeckman - the rebel general Laurent Nkunda 

launched a rather impressive charm offensive. More than 

ever, he is appearing in the media to argue that his troops 

are only defending themselves against attacks by the 

FARDC and FDLR. Since October, he has also been 

building a change in his argument. He no longer claims 

that he is defending the interests of his community, but 

rather declares that his objective is to take power in 

Kinshasa in order to liberate Congo of a regime that he 

claims is illegitimate and corrupt. In the Flemish 

newspaper De Morgen, Nkunda calls himself “The 

General De Gaulle of Congo”. For his part, the UN 

Secretary-General’s Special Envoy to the Great Lakes 

Region, Olusegun Obasanjo, who was named on 3
rd

 

November 2008 as mediator for the Congolese conflict, 

launched a diplomatic offensive. The former Nigerian 

president, whose own caracter is under question for the 

mismanagement of his country during his presidency, 

visited Kinshasa and met Laurent Nkunda in Jomba on 16
th

 

November 2008. Pictures of this meeting shown in the 

media, showing embraces and dancing with the rebel 

leader, who was dressed in civilian clothing for the 

occasion, contribute to the CNDP’s efforts to create the 

impression of “a new Nkunda”. 

In spite of the charm offensive and diplomatic 

manoeuverings, the situation on the ground in the province 

of North Kivu is still very confused and dramatic. Barely 

hours after the meeting on 16
th

 November violent clashes 

broke out to the south of Kanyabayonga. During the 

following week Nkunda’s troops overran new localities to 

the north of the Rutshuru district, where they were 

confronted by Pareco and FDLR forces, causing a massive 

influx of refugees into Uganda. 

Meanwhile, the insecurity in North Kivu, and the 

consequences of this insecurity, continue to cause concern 

in European diplomatic circles. The dispatch of European 

stabilisation forces, a key point in EurAC’s advocacy since 

September and supported by a group of international 

figures, has not yet been agreed upon, in spite of 

Belgium’s efforts and availability of Great Britain. 

However, on 20th November the Security Council 

approved a resolution to increase the number of Blue 

Helmets to a little over 3000 men, as well as the 

application of more robust rules of engagement, without 

further details. For its part, the European Parliament 

proposed that a system for certifying the origin of natural 

resources coming out of Congo should be implemented, to 

prevent the sale of these resources from financing the 

conflict in the east of the country. 

 

� Another journalist assassinated  
 

During the night of 21st November 2008, Didace 

Namujimbo, a journalist from Radio Okapi (Monuc) was  

 

shot near his home. His body was not discovered until 

the early hours of the following day. This assassination 

is the second recorded in Bukavu in less than two years, 

following that of his colleague, the late Serge Maheshe. 

He is the sixth journalist to be assassinated in less than 

three years, following Franck Ngyke from the Kinshasa 

daily newspaper La Référence Plus, Bapuwa Mwamba 

(independent), Patrick Kikuku (photo-journalist), 

Kayolo Mutombo and Serge Maheshe. 

 

�  “You will be crushed”  
 

On 25
th

 November 2008, Human Rights Watch (HRW) 

published their latest report on the DRC entitled: “You 

will be crushed: The restricted political arena in the 

DRC”. This report was completed in September and 

covers the two years following the elections. Its study 

centres on some of the most violent instances of 

political suppression in Kinshasa and in the western 

province of Bas Congo; zones where Kabila did not 

succeed in gaining the electoral majority. According to 

HRW, worrying signs show not only that the 

democratic transition in the DRC is fragile, but also that 

the newly elected government forcibly controls the 

democratic arena. From the very first day after the 

elections, violence was used to intimidate political 

opponents. The government’s lack of popularity in the 

west of the country and its fear of losing power through 

a military coup has dominated political debates between 

Kabila and his advisers. In areas where acts of violence 

had taken place, soldiers were given orders to guard 

funeral sites and prevent UN officials, human rights 

defenders and families of missing persons from 

accessing morgues. For HRW, without firm 

international support for open democracy, the 

opposition is struggling unsuccessfully to counter 

Kabila’s slide towards an authoritarian regime. 

Elections alone cannot bring democracy. Congolese and 

international bodies must work together to implement 

an independent judicial system, operate a dynamic 

Parliament and create a true opposition which will 

demand respect for human rights and establish an 

obligation for the government to be accountable for its 

actions. 

 

� Political opposition’s statement on 
the war 

 

On 1
st
 December 2008, the political opposition 

published a statement “to make an assessment at the 

mid point of the first term in office in the 3rd republic”. 

It reports officially on “the persistence of war in Kivu, 

as well as the increase in pockets of insecurity in Ituri”. 

It warns that “if the current party in power’s drift 

towards totalitarianism does not stop quickly”, it “will 

be forced to allow its members to act in accordance 

with their own conscience”.   
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�Burundi      �Rwanda 
 

� Alexis Sinduhije arrested, imprisoned  � Rose Kabuye arrested 
and tried 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 3rd November 2008, the president of the Movement for 

Solidarity and Democracy (MSD, formerly the Movement 

for Security and Democracy), Alexis Sinduhije, along with 

37of his supporters, was arrested and taken to the Jabe 

judicial police’s prison, in Bujumbura’s town hall. They 

were accused of having held an illegal meeting and 

endangering the internal security of the State. These 
arrests were condemned on national and international scale 

by the opposition political parties (FRODEBU, UPRONA, 

MRC), the Association for the Protection of Human Rights 

and Prisoners (APRODH), Human Rights Watch, the 

United States Embassy in Burundi, the United Kingdom’s 

Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth Office in Bujumbura 

and the European Union. They all called for Alexis 

Sinduhije’s immediate and unconditional release. 

Burundian authorities ignored all these appeals and on 11
th

 

November 2008 Alexis Sinduhije was taken to Mpimba 

prison for “contempt towards the Head of State». His trial 

began on 28
th

 November 2008. Hundreds of people who 

tried to attend it were dispersed by the police. Clearly, 

Burundi is suffering resurgence in intolerance and 

suppression. This caused the United Nations’ independent 

expert on human rights in Burundi, Akich Okola, to 

express, on 1
st
 December 2008, his grave concerns on the 

deterioration in freedom of expression and association in 

the country. Alexis Sinduhije’s case is not isolated. Several 

journalists, society representatives, spokespeople from 

labour unions, and political opponents are currently victim 

to threats and harassment whilst only exercising their basic 

rights.  

 

� Horrific crimes against albinos 

 

Since September 2008, both national and international 

media have reported cases of albinos being assassinated in 

Burundi, in what commonly called “the hunt for albinos”. 

To date, 11 cases have been reported and 2 men have been 

arrested and charged. On 8
th

 September a 14-year-old girl 

was killed. Her body was dug up for its body parts. The 

latest case, on 7
th

 November 2008, is that of a six-year-old 

girl who was shot in the head before being decapitated and 

having her arms and legs removed by suspected traffickers 

of human organs to Tanzania. The Burundian National 

Assembly voted for a law to put a stop to these crimes. 

The governor Ruyigi province, on the border with 

Tanzania, took measures to protect albinos. All albinos in 

the province were taken into a home, where they were fed 

and housed. From there their children are accompanied to 

school. 

These crimes are taking place at the same time as Burundi 

recent vote for a new penal code to abolish the death 

penalty, but to which HRW is asking for amendments to be 

made. 

 

On 9th November 2008, Mrs Rose Kabuye, chief of 

protocol for the Rwandan President, was arrested in 

Frankfurt (Germany) airport whilst preparing for President 

Paul Kagame’s trip to the country and to Europe. She is 

one of nine senior Rwandan officials who were indicted in 

November 2006 by the French anti-terror judge, Jean-

Louis Bruguière. They are accused of having organised, 

along with President Paul Kagame, assassination of 

President Juvénal Habyarimana, which triggered the 

genocide. Upon learning about Mrs Kabuye’s arrest, the 

Rwandan Minister for Foreign Affairs called the German 

Ambassador, who was ordered to leave the country within 

48 hours. Rwanda also recalled its ambassador in 

Germany. Demonstrations were organised in Rwanda, 

Germany, Uganda, Belgium and France. Rwandan 

members of parliament and senators met in a special 

session on 13th November and condemned the arrest, 

maintaining that “it shows contempt for Africans and for 

poor countries”. They asked their government “to take 

action”. When questioned about this affair, the Rwandan 

President declared: “it is not only Rose, but Rwanda on a 

whole which is on trial”. He did not deny that this act 

could have negative consequences on cooperation between 

Rwanda and the European Union, as well as on resolving 

the conflict in the DRC. On 19th November Rwanda 

lodged a petition against France at the International Court 

of Justice in The Hague, asking it to defer the arrest 

warrants. In a statement published on 18th December 2008 

“the European Union and its Member states regret the 

reaction of the Rwandan government and the 

demonstrations organised in Kigali on 19th November 

against the German and other German institutions”. They 

“emphasise that by virtue of the Council’s resolution in 

2002, they are required to respect the legal validity of a 

European arrest warrant. As a result, the German judicial 

authorities did not have a choice but to execute the arrest 

warrant”. Observers are puzzled by the fact that Kabuye 

took this trip when she had been told repeatedly by Great 

Britain and the United States of the risks which she would 

incur. There is also speculation about statements from the 

French Minister for Foreign Affairs, Bernard Kouchner, 

on Kabuye’s innocence and on the fact as this arrest could 

give rise to some bridge-building between Kigali and 

Paris. Others think that the indictment of Kabuye was 

directed by the Rwandan authorities so that they could 

have access to judge Bruguière’s judicial files. For its part, 

the African Union expressed its “stupefaction and 

concern”. 

According to André Guichaoua, this affair occurs at a time 

where a «deplorable judicial inertia towards the Rwandan 

files” has been noted in France.  
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 

� EurAc: Local Elections and 
decentralisation in the DRC 

 

On the second anniversary of Joseph Kabila’s investiture 

as President of the Third Republic of the DRC on 6th 

December 2006, EurAC published a statement entitled “In 

spite of the war, continue preparing for local elections and 

decentralisation”. The statement reminds the European 

Union and its Member States that the investiture was a 

historical moment for Congo, but the process of 

democratisation is not complete. If the Congolese State 

were a building, then the elections would represent a fair 

and legitimate roof for the building. Nevertheless, every 

architect will be able to confirm that if the roof is not 

supported by solid walls, it has every chance of collapsing. 

The current conflict east of the DRC demonstrates, if it 

were not evident before, the fragility of the building. Its 

walls can only be constructed through local elections and 

the process of decentralisation. EurAC calls on the EU and 

its Member States to give technical, methodological, 

logistical, material and financial aid for local elections to 

be held and the process of decentralisation to be started. 

This should be directed by the Congolese State and 

supported by the institutions of the Third Republic. EurAC 

advocates heavy involvement from civil society in civic 

and electoral education. The complexity of the concepts 

and the fact that democracy is in an embryonic phase, will 

require the public’s awareness to be raised and society to 

be mobilised from its foundations. These actions will be 

senseless, of course, if in the meantime, everything is not 

done to bring an end to the war. The war threatens to 

overturn the Third Republic’s institutions and call into 

question the achievements of the peace process. It would 

nullify the impact of all the efforts made over almost ten 

years, including financial aid, to bring the crisis State 

legitimacy under control and restore constitutional order.  
 

� Demonstration for DRC 
 

Together with Human Rights Watch, Oxfam International, 

Crisis Action and several Belgian NGOs, EurAc 

participated on Monday 8
th

 December in an action in front 

of the building of the Council of the EU at the time 

ministers of foreign affairs of the 27 member states were 

meeting. One of the points on the agenda was Ban Ki-

moon’s request to the EU to send a bridging force to 

North-Kivu. 
 

� Meeting on natural resources and 
conflict in the DRC 

 

On 20th November 2008, EurAC was invited to an 

informal meeting by the French Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs, where diplomats, civil servants and NGOs were to 

discuss links between illegal exploitation of natural 

resources and the conflict in Kivu. Our network was 

represented by Evert Kets from Broederlijk Delen, one of 

 

EurAc’s associate members who specialise in mining 

problems. The very fact that this meeting was held is 

important because it mens that the French diplomacy 

recognise the link between natural resources ans the 

conflict. 

 

� Seminar on the fragile States 
 

On 6
th

 November 2008, the platform for French NGOs – 

Coordination Sud organised a seminar in Paris on the 

topic “Fragility of States and Societies: What are the 

challenges for the agents of international solidarity?” In 

the morning, experts from the European Commission, 

the office of the French Minister for Foreign Affairs and 

the French Agency for Development, drew up a report 

on the status of existing concepts about the notion of 

State and fragile societies. In the afternoon, in four 

workshops (for Afghanistan, Haiti, Chad and the DRC) 

the participants discussed problems and principal 

challenges in these areas. EurAC’s director was invited 

as member of the panel on the DRC, chaired by Yves 

Lefort from Secours Catholique, one of EurAC’s 

associate members.  

 

� A European policy on Africa 
 

According to Didier Cannet, head doctor with Médecins 

du Monde’s mission in the DRC, humanitarian are 

observing that in many African countries “the health of 

the populations has not stopped deteriorating for fifteen 

years. Sub-Saharan Africa is buckling under the burden 

of infectious and parasitical diseases, mainly malaria, 

diarrhoea, tuberculosis and AIDS. The recent worldwide 

food crisis will worsen this situation”. Didier Cannet 

sites four main reasons in this deterioration in the state 

of Africa’s health: wars in 20 out of 42 sub-Saharan 

States; the burden of debt following the introduction of 

structural adjustment policies by the International 

Monetary Fund in the 1980s; the riches in the countries 

do not benefit all their populations, and the globalisation 

of the economy which seems maladjusted to Africa’s 

development. While the European Union is the most 

important donor to Africa, its aid “has to be tied up to a 

global and coherent development policy, in partnership 

with governments and societies of the countries 

concerned (…). It must primarily address the needs of 

the populations and their basic rights which are health, 

water, food and education». Unfortunately, it is agreed 

that Europe “does not currently have policies at the 

same level as its financial contributions”. Cannet hopes 

that France “a historical pillar of the European 

structure, who currently chairs the Union», grasps this 

opportunity to “launch this European policy on Africa, 

with the aim of renewed cooperation”. Governments and 

African civil society organisations are ready to welcome 

it. 
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� Denunciation of acts of violence   
 against media professionals 

 

On 18/11/08, Journalists in Danger (JED), a Congolese 

organisation for the defence of press freedom, reported  

“attacks and threats” against journalists in the east of 

the DRC by Laurent Nkunda’s rebellion. In a letter 

which addressed to him, JED expresses “its absolute 

condemnation of the intimidation, vilification, threats 

and destruction to which journalists and the media have 

been subjected” in North Kivu, in territories under the 

control of the National Congress for the Defence of the 

People (CNDP). JED calls on Nkunda to reprimand his 

men “so that these attacks against journalists, who are 

only doing their jobs, cease”. Moreover, JED claims to 

be "particularly" shocked to discover serious 

infringements of the press’s civil liberties committed in 

Kinshasa. On 24th November 2008, cameramen from 

the Afrika TV, Tropicana TV, Total TV, Congoweb TV 

and Horizon 33 channels were held in the Unified 

Lumumbist Party (PALU)’s office and beaten by party 

activists for taking pictures of brawls between activists 

in the party’s office. 
 

�  Congolese NGOs appeal to the 
international Community 

 

On 18
th

 November 2008, the representatives of 44 

Congolese NGOs in North Kivu launched an appeal to 

the United Nations Security Council and international 

leaders to ask for immediate reinforcements to be sent to 

join the peace-keeping forces in the DRC to allow them 

to protect the local population. The purpose of the 

appeal is to increase their capacity to stop the large-scale 

atrocities which continue to be committed against 

civilians in North Kivu. On 11
th

 November 2008, 

Butembo’s civil society also addressed a memorandum 

to state institutions and the international community 

calling for an end to the suffering and humiliation 

suffered by displaced persons. 

 

� Treaty on the arms trade 
 

The Secretariat of Pax Christi International, a member of 

the “International Action Network on Small Arms”, has 

just published an advocacy resource which contains very 

useful information on the Arms Trade Treaty. Their 

objective is to persuade those who think that the arms 

trade is a trade like any other from the point of view of 

international law, that do not violate human rights and 

humanitarian laws. The document is divided into eight 

parts. The first includes an introduction, summary and 

overview of the consequences of the unrestricted trade in 

arms. Parts two and three address the campaign to 

control arms and developments in the process of creating 

the Treaty. Parts four and five explain what can be done 

to get involved in advocacy on this matter, with concrete 

examples.  

Part six explains the importance of the Golden Rule on 
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law that 

will be the focus of Pax Christi ‘s advocacy in 2009. Part 

seven is a letter made available, as a template, to those 

who want to get involved in advocacy. Part eight serves 

as a conclusion. It gives a list of web sites where it is 

possible to find important information on the control of 

arms. For more information, contact Pax Christi 

International’s Secretariat via its site www.paxchristi.net 

 

� APP report on acts of sexual 
violence in the DRC 

 

The All Parties Parliamentary Group has just published a 

report entitled “Justice, Impunity and sexual violence in 

the Congo”. It was presented to the British Parliament 

on 27
th

 November 2008 and is the product of a week-

long mission in the DRC in April / May 2008. The 

mission aimed to explore the topics of impunity in in 

relation to acts of sexual violence in the east of Congo 

and to identify possible solutions to this scourge. The 

conclusion of this report is that, without the capacity to 

bring the culprits to justice, acts of sexual violence will 

continue, even after the end of conflict. To fight 

impunity, it is imperative to develop and to reform the 

judicial institutions and security sectors. It will require a 

strong political will and coordinated action by all parties 

involved in this battle.  

 

� Seminar on the future of the 
Cotonou Agreement 

 

On 4
th

 December 2008, the CONCORD Cotonou 

Working Group (CWG) organised a seminar on the 

future of the Cotonou Agreement. As it had already done 

last year, with this seminar the CWG wanted to create an 

arena for debates with civil society partners of the ACP 

States on the topics, perspectives and challenges of the 

ACP-EU partnership. The participants worked in four 

workshops on fundamental topics: regional integration, 

future of the Cotonou Agreement, good governance as 

the new priority for EU-ACP cooperation and budgetary 

support as the main terms for the 10
th

 EDF. The 

participants published a final statement which is 

available on Concord’s website:www.concordeurope.org 
 

�  HRW statement on Burundi’s new 
penal code 

 

On 22
nd

 November 2008, Burundi’s National Assembly 

adopted a new penal code to abolish the death penalty 

and make perpetrators of torture, genocide, war crimes 

and crimes against humanity punishable by prison 

sentence. HRW welcomes this progress, but has 

proposed amendments relating to homosexual 

behaviour, conjugal violence and abuse of power.  
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
# November 2008 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 

by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 

the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 

downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 

to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 

downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be happy to forward any 

documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org 
 

 
   

  �Regional 
perspectives  

 

Déclaration finale du Séminaire 

sur l’avenir de l’accord de 

partenariat de Cotonou 

CONCORD, Paris, 04/12/08, 4 p. 

 

Pour une politique africaine 

européenne Didier Cannet, Paris, 

26/11/08, 2 p. 

 

La LDGL renouvelle ses organes 

LDGL, Ngozi, 24/11/08, 1 p. 

 

Déclaration sur la situation des 

Droits de l’Homme dans la région 

des Grands Lacs 

LDGL, Ngozi, 22/11/08, 4 p. 

 

Situation des Droits de la 

Personne dans les Grands Lacs 

LDGL, Kigali, 15/11/08, 9 p. 

 

Mémorandum sur les violences 

sexuelles dans les Grands Lacs 

COCAFEM, Bujumbura, 

01/11/08, 2 p. 

 

The International Criminal Court 

and its work in Africa 

Max Du Pless, Tshwane, 

15/11/08, 29 p. 

 

Grands Lacs : Tenter d’éviter que 

l’histoire se répète 

IRIN, Nairobi, 10/11/08, 4 p. 

 

� DRC : UN 
 

Resolution 1843 

Security Council, New York, 

20/1108, 2 p. 

 

Report of the Secretary-General on 

children and armed conflict in the DRC 

Ban Ki-moon, New York, 10/11/08,  

19 p. 

 

�DRC: War in Kivu 
 
EurAc et AEFJN plaident auprès des 

institutions de l’UE et des Etats 

membres pour qu’une action soit 

entreprise 

EurAc et AEFJN, Bruxelles, 19/11/08, 

2 p. 

 
Seize personnalités mondiales 

demandent l’envoi rapide des troupes 

de l’UE en RDC JA, Paris, 27/11/08,  

1 p. 

 

Une des guerres les plus violentes de la 

planète T. Allafort, Paris, 21/11/08,  

4 p. 

 

Le rebelle Nkunda, protecteur des Tutsi 

ou danger pour sa communauté ? 

JA, Paris, 20/11/08, 2 p. 

 

Appel des organisations locales et de la 

Société civile du Nord-Kivu au Conseil 

de Sécurité des Nations Unies et aux 

Dirigeants internationaux 

APANIVIP et autres, Goma, 18/11/08, 

4 p. 

 

Communiqué of Extra-Ordinary 

Summit of the SADC Heads of State 

and Government 

Sandton, 08/11/08, 4 p. 

 

Human rights group denounce the 

EU’s refusal to send peacekeepers to 

DRC  HRW, EurAc and others, 

Brussels, 08/12/08,  

 

La défection des Européens ouvre 

la voie à une solution africaine 

Colette Braeckman, Bruxelles, 

03/12/08, 2 p. 

 

Que se passe-t-il exactement dans 

le Nord-Kivu ? 

AI, Londres, 21/11/08, 10 p. 

 

Demande de remplacement de M 

Olusegun Obasanjo par un 

médiateur crédible et impartial 

Alphonse Maindo Monga Ngonga 

et autres, Paris, 25/11/08, 2 p. 

 

Nkunda, gendarme des puissants 

groupes opposés à l’entrée de la 

Chine au Congo 

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel et autres, 

Kinshasa, 24/11/08, 3 p. 

 

Guerre au Congo : Les vraies 

raisons sont cachées derrière de 

fausses explications 

CISS, Rome, 05/11/08, 3 p. 

 

� DRC : Human 
Rights 

 

Rapport alternatif de l’ASADHO 

à l’intention de la Commission 

Africaine des Droits de l’Homme 

et des Peuples 

ASADHO, Kinshasa, 13/11/08, 

30 p. 

 
Rapport alternatif du Groupe 

Lotus à l’intention de la 

Commission Africaine des Droits 

de l’Homme et des Peuples 

Groupe Lotus, Kinshasa, 

13/11/08, 31 p. 
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Protect the people of the DRC 

UNHCR, Kibati, 18/11/08, 2 p. 

 

Recrudescence de viols dans le 

chaos du conflit au Kivu 

IRIN, Nairobi, 21/11/08, 3 p. 

 

Congolese women’s statement at 

AWID forum AWID 

SWAA-RDC et autres, Cape Town, 

15/11/08, 2 p. 

 

International Leaders Should Act 

Now to protect Civilians 

HRW, New York, 30/10/08, 3 p. 

 

Massacres, mort programmée des 

personnes déplacées 

RODHECIC, Kinshasa, 08/11/08,  

2 p. 

 

�DRC : Churches 
 

Déclaration du Comité permanent 

sur la guerre dans l’Est et le Nord-

Est de la RDC 

CENCO, Kinshasa, 13/11/08, 3 p. 

 

�DRC: Politics 
 

In spite of tha War, prpare the local 

elections and the decentralisation in 

the DRC 

EurAc, Brussels, 06/12/08, 2 p. 

 

We will crush you : The Restriction 

of Political Space in the DRC 

HRW, New York, 25/11/08, 96 p. 

 

Déclaration de l’opposition 

politique 

François Muamba, Kinshasa, 

29/11/08, 8 p. 

 

La question de nationalité : une 

politique en dents de scie ? 

Joseph Yavk, Lubumbashi, 

05/12/08, 5 p. 

 

La RDC prise au double piège de la 

guerre et de la crise 

Clément Dossin, Paris, 25/11/08, 

2 p. 

 

�DRC: Press 
 

A second Radio Okapi journalist 

gunned down near his home in 

Bukavu 

RWB, Paris, 22/11/08, 2 p. 

 

Les autorités congolaises absentes 

dans les médias occidentaux 

Agora Vox, Paris, 18/11/08, 2 p. 

 
 

�Burundi: 
Cooperation 

 

Le Burundi dans l’East African 

Community 

Albanel Simpemuka, Bujumbura, 

10/11/08, 4 p. 

 

�Burundi: Human 
Rights 

 

Le Burundi en examen à l’ONU : 

violences sexuelles contre les 

femmes 

Juan Gasparini, New York, 

03/12/08, 3 p. 

 

�Burundi: Justice 
 

Background on the 2008 Penal Code 

of Burundi 

HRW, New York, 03/12/08, 7 p. 

 

Burundi : Assembly Abolishes 

Death Penalty, Criminalizes Torture 

HRW, Bujumbura, 03/12/08, 6 p. 

 

Nouveau code penal: entre 

progressisme et conservatisme 

FIDH et Iteka, Bujumbura, 

26/11/08, 1 p. 

 

�Burundi: Politics 
 

Déclaration du Sommet des Chefs 

d’Etat et de Gouvernement de 

l’Initiative Régionale sur le 

processus de paix au Burundi 

Président Yoweri Museveni et 

autres, Bujumbura, 04/12/08, 3 p. 

 

Mémorandum du parti Sahwanya-

FRODEBU sur la situation socio-

politique qui prévaut en novembre 

2008 

Léonce Ngendakumana, Bujumbura, 

26/11/08, 5 p. 

 

Burundi : No peace without 

prosperity 

IRIN, Bujumbura, 13/11/08, 3 p. 

 

PALIPEHUTU : un nom 

anticonstitutionnel ou simple 

parapluie politico-juridico-

diplomatique 

Dieudonné Habarugira, Sudbury, 

12/11/08, 6 p. 

 

�Rwanda : 
Cooperation 

 

President Mwai Kibaki hailes 

Rwanda’s business friendly policies 

PPS, Kigali, 19/11/08, 4 p. 

 

�Rwanda: Genocide 
 

Déplorable inertie judiciaire dans les 

dossiers rwandais 

André Guichaoua, Paris, 21/11/08, 2 p. 

 

A Rwandan ‘Survivor’ sentenced to 17 

Years for Genocide 

FH, Kigali, 24/11/08, 1 p. 

 

Bookfrench Writter acuitted of Racila 

Defamation 

FH, Paris, 10/11/08, 2 p. 

 

�Rwanda: Justice 
 

President Kagame’s Head of Protocol 

arrested in Germany 

FH, Arusha, 10/11/08, 2 p. 

 

Déclaration de l’UE sur le Rwanda 

UE, Bruxelles, 01/12/08, 2 p. 

 

Conditions carcérales dans les prisons 

rwandaises en novembre 2008 

LDGL, Kigali, 27/11/08, 3 p. 

 

�Rwanda: Politics 
 

Rwanda Stirs Deadly Brew of 

Troubles in Congo 

Jeffrey Gettleman, Kigali, 03/12/08, 

7 p. 

 

La crise du Rwanda au cœur de la 

guerre des rebelles congolais 

Cyberpresse, Canada, 21/11/08, 2 p. 

 

�Rwanda: ICTR 
 

Nouveau rejet d’une demande de 

transfert d’un accusé au Rwanda 

FH, Arusha, 21/11/08, 2 p. 

 

Que cherche-t-on à nous cacher ? 

Colonel Luc Marchal, Bruxelles, 

15/11/08, 5 p. 

 

�Rwanda: Civil Society 
 

Déclaration des femmes rwandaises en 

Europe AFRI et autres, Bruxelles, 

13/11/08, 2 p. 

 


