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 Emergency humanitarian assistance needed for 16 million currently food insecure people in the 
Greater Horn of Africa  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall food insecurity in some countries in the GHA continues to deteriorate, largely because of an increase in chronic vulnerability compounded by 
conflict and poor rainfall performance.  Consequently, as many as 16 million people require emergency food and non-food aid during 2004.  Different 
forms of livelihood support may be needed this year for another 7-8 million people who are moderately food insecure and coping but whose food security 
conditions could deteriorate in the coming months – close monitoring of this population is required.  More positively, improvements in food security 
conditions are evident in some areas, including much of Rwanda, northern and southern Sudan and Uganda, following good rainfall.  There are also 
encouraging signs of peace in Burundi, DRC, Somalia and Sudan that could eventually allow people to resettle and better manage their livelihoods options. 
Figure 1 shows an overview of food insecurity conditions in GHA.  
 

 

KENYA: 
Drought affected: 184,000 need food aid & supplementary 
feeding; 900,000 need various livelihood support; now some of 
these people are highly food insecure, needing food aid. 
Other indicators: Acute GAM rates 16-34% in March 04 in 
northwestern (survey coordinated by UNICEF), high food 
prices, rising conflicts over resources among pastoralists. 
Food needs (Emergency): 1,268 MT to June in northwest. 
Non-food needs: Recovery programs for pastoralists (water 
resource rehabilitation, seed, school feeding). 
Outlook: Close monitoring of March-June long rains season. 

ERITREA:  
Drought and war affected - 1.9 million people. Other 
indicators: high food prices, low livestock prices, high 
GAM rates 13-17% (refer Eritrea FEWS NET report of 
March 2004). 
Food/non-food needs: 443,000 MT/US$ 49.4 million in 
2004. Current stock levels: 36,762 MT.  
Outlook: Food aid pipeline unsure after April 2004. 

ETHIOPIA: Drought affected: 7.1 million people. 
Other indicators: malnutrition is below emergency levels but chronic vulnerability 
prevails. 
Food needs: 872,301 MT in 2004. 
Non-food needs: US$ 85 million (production inputs, health, nutrition, water). 
Current food pledges: low at 484,233 MT; leaves a gap of 44% in 2004. 
Outlook: Good March-May forecast but current situation is uncertain. Food security 
conditions in Somali Region require close monitoring. 

SOMALIA:
Drought affected: 89,100 people need emergency food aid; 
113,000 need various livelihood support. 
Other indicators: high food staple & water prices, falling  
livestock prices and productivity, high malnutrition.  
Outlook: Monitor April season, pastoral livelihoods. 

Figure 1: Food Insecurity Situations in GHA 
Source: FEWS NET 

SUDAN:  
Recent IDPs and conflict affected population of Darfur Region in 
northern Sudan: 1.2 million. 
War affected, chronically food insecure and expected returnees to 
mostly southern Sudan but assisted by OLS northern sector: 1 million. 
Returnees and drought affected in southern Sudan assisted by the  
OLS southern sector: 1.1 million. 
Other indicators: Continuing civil strife in Greater Darfur Region;  
lack of market for surplus sorghum in northern Sudan. 
Food and non-food needs: UN CAP 2004 US$ 195,738,000. 
Outlook: Promising peace process; conflict in Darfur a humanitarian  
catastrophe; favorable March-May rains in southern Sudan.  
 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO (DRC):  
IDPs and returnees: 3.4 million total, plus an additional 
500,000-600,000 who moved again during Feb-Mar 2004. 
Other indicators: increases of sporadic fighting 
in north and east, high HIV/AID pandemic among returnees 
and IDPs.  
Food and non-food needs: To be determined but there are 
ongoing WFP food and seed distributions; shelter (e.g. 
blankets) support needed.  
Outlook: Generally continuing peace building and  
resettlement, but localized sporadic conflicts likely. 

BURUNDI:  
IDPs and returnees: 441,000 (UN CAP 2004). 
Other vulnerable: approximately 700,000 including 
those affected by crop losses due to cassava mosaic, 
hailstorms and drought. 
Food & non-food needs: US$ 11,593 (UN CAP 04).  
Outlook: Promising peace talks, but continuing  
conflict and displacement in two provinces. 

RWANDA: 
Drought affected: 100,000 people  
(Bugesera Region); livelihood 
support needed e.g. food for work. 
Safe food security most of the 
country. 
Outlook: Favorable prospects for 
March-May seasonal rainfall. 

TANZANIA: 
Drought affected: 3.5 million; numbers expected to drop to 
1.8 million in April and 900,000 in May 2004. 
Other indicators: failing October-December season 
consistently high food prices.  
Food needs: 32,000 MT through May 2004. 
Current stock levels: 24,000 MT (SGR only). 
Outlook: Harvests in May could improve conditions.  

UGANDA: 
IDPs, war victims: 2 million in the north. 
Other indicators: humanitarian assistance 
hampered by insecurity. 
Food and non-food needs: UN CAP 2004: 
US$ 4,923,000. 
Outlook: Food security stable elsewhere; civil 
war worsening in the north. 




