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This update is produced by Office of the Resident Coordinator in Papua New Guinea in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period 
from 18:00 29 June to 18:00 02 July 2019 (GMT +10). The next report will be issued if there are new developments or significant changes in the 
situation. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• On 26 June, the Ulawun volcano in West New Britain 
erupted. The eruption ceased after 24 hours.  

• Approximately 13,250 people have moved to at least 9 
care centre sites in West New Britain.  

• On 28 June, the Manam volcano in Madang began actively 
emitting volcanic ash and superheated pyroclastic flows to 
the west and northeast slopes of the volcano.  

• Approximately 3,775 people have moved to three care 
centres on the mainland in Madang.  

• Food and other relief items are being distributed by 
provincial teams, but significant gaps remain.  

 
 

 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

 
Mt Ulawun Volcanic Activity 
Approximately 13,250 people have congregated in at least 9 care centre sites in West New Britain. Two people 
have been reportedly sustained light injuries during the relocation. Overcrowding has been observed in the care 
centre sites. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), a large number of people are staying in open 
areas without shelter, minimal food supplies, with limited access to clean drinking water, latrines, and sanitation. 
There are public health risks of vector-borne diseases, measles, and other vaccine-preventable and diarrhoeal 
diseases. Due to heavy ashfall remaining on the runway, Air Niugini flights into Hoskins Airport were cancelled 
again as of 1 July until a further review is undertaken by the airline. 
 
Manam Volcanic Activity 
Manam volano erupted on Friday 28 June at 07:00 (PGT), emitting volcanic ash up to 4,572 meters (15,000 feet) 
and superheated pyroclastic flows to the west and northeast slopes of the volcano, according to Rabaul 
Volcanological Observatory. According to reports from partners on the ground, up to seven villages including 
Dugulava, Yassa, Budua, Madauri, Waia, Dangale and Bokure were affected by ashfall and pyroclastic flow and 
debris. Approximately 755 households (3,775 people) have moved to three care centres. The largest is Baliau with 
447 households (2,235 people), followed by Kuluguma with 182 households (910 people), while 76 households  
(380 people) are staying in Boda and 50 households (250 people) are staying in Iassa. 
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RESPONSE 

 
A joint assessment was conducted by West New Britain provincial authorities and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) at the Pandi care centre site between 28 June – 1 July. Key immediate needs identified at that 
location included food, clean drinking water, tarpaulins, mosquito nets, and basic hygiene household items for the 
next 2-5 days.  
 
Over 30 people with special needs including disabled and pregnant women have been identified at the Pandi care 
centre. About 75 per cent of the Pandi population were observed living in makeshift shelters made from bush 
materials. Minimal access to safe and clean water was observed and the community is collecting water for use from 
the Pandi river and nearby creeks. There are no proper and functioning latrines at the site. Irregular food distribution 
by local authorities has resulted in evacuees returning to their affected villages to collect unspoiled garden food to 
consume at the site. There is a risk of diseases including malaria and diarrhoea. Due to the lack of electricity at the 
site and lighting at night, evacuees rely on fire for their light and heat source. There are no security personnel 
present at the site, nor mobile network coverage. Some community leaders among the evacuees are using VHF 
radios from the Hargy Oil Palm company. 
 
To date, West New Britain provincial authorities have purchased and distributed food and relief items including rice, 
biscuits, tinned fish, noodles, cooking oil, and bottled water. However, significant gaps remain. The provincial 
authorities have estimated a total cost of PGK1.2 million (US$400,000) for food supplies for 2,000 families 
(approximately 12,000 people) for one month. Prime Minister James Marape announced on 1 July that he would 
allocate PGK5 million ($1.6 million) to communities affected by the Ulawun eruption. Other funding commitments for 
the Ulawun response were made by the Minister for Health, the Governors for Hela, and the National Capital 
District. 
 
WHO is providing technical support in West New Britain for the emergency response, in addition to the ongoing 
measles-rubella and polio vaccination campaign. On June 29, health teams consisting of WHO and Provincial 
Health Authority personnel deployed to the area to assess: the vaccination status of children under 5 years old for 
measles-rubella and polio; the risks for major outbreak-prone communicable diseases in the population; the 
capacity of the current health facilities and referral centres to cope with any potential outbreak; the ability to provide 
routine clinical services and public health services; the water and sanitation situation in the villages sheltering 
displaced communities and in the care centres. WHO has also travelled to care centres in Bakada, Koasa, Navo 
Beach and other areas to coordinate and monitor both the vaccination activities and other public health and curative 
activities in the safe zones. A surveillance team travelled to the area to continue monitoring reports of acute fever 
and rashes in the safe zones and other locations. 
 
On the response to the Manam volcanic activity, provincial disaster authorities have identified immediate needs for 
food and water.  
 
Public health messaging for volcanic eruptions and ash flow has been issued by WHO and the National Department 
of Health through various media outlets. An updated assessment by Rabaul Volcanological Observatory (RVO) is 
expected in the coming days. The Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team is developing open-source maps with 
improved details on buildings, roads, and waterways within the areas of eruption for Ulawun and Manam.  
 
The Protection cluster held a meeting on Monday 1 July. The Health cluster has scheduled a meeting for 
Wednesday 3 July and the Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) Cluster is planning to meet on Thursday, 4 July. 
The National Disaster Response Committee is planning a meeting for Wednesday 3 July.  

For further information, please contact: Richard Higgins, Humanitarian Coordination Specialist, richard.higgins@undp.org 


