
 

 

 
 

 
Brussels II conference 

"Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region"  
Financial tracking report – Brussels II co-chairs' statement  

 

1. At the first Brussels Conference on "Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region" on 4-5 
April 2017, the international community and the governments of refugee hosting countries 
came together to reaffirm their commitments to help millions of affected civilians in Syria as 
well as Syrian refugees and the communities generously hosting them. 

2. The international community pledged US$6 billion (EUR 5.6 billion) in funding to support 
humanitarian, stabilisation and development activities in 2017 in Syria and the region, and a 
further US$3.7 billion (EUR 3.5 billion) for 2018-20. International financial institutions and 
donors also announced almost US$30 billion (EUR 27.9 billion) in loans. In view of the 
second Brussels Conference on 24-25 April, the Brussels II co-chairs - the European Union 
and the United Nations - published today a report on progress against these pledges. 

Financial tracking report findings 

3. The report published today finds that:  

 US$7.5 billion in grants was contributed by donors for the year 2017 for Syria 
and the neighbouring countries affected by the Syrian crisis (Jordan, Lebanon, 
Turkey, Iraq and Egypt), exceeding by 26% the original pledge of US$ 6 billion.  

 For 2018–2020, a total of US$2.4 billion was contributed as of March 2018. 

 Out of the US$30 billion worth of loans pledged for the period 2016-2020, more 
than half (57% or US$17.2 billion) have been contributed so far.  

4. One year after the first Brussels Conference, 33 of the 42 donors that made pledges fully 
delivered or exceeded the amounts that they pledged.  

5. Despite good progress against pledges made, the 2017 UN-coordinated interagency 
appeals for Syria and the region were only 53%-funded1, having received US$ 4.7 billion. 
Therefore, the humanitarian and protection needs to be covered by these appeals remained 
partly unmet. Co-chairs urge donors to step up their efforts and renew their financial 
commitments to continue delivering live-saving, protection and resilience support in the 
region in the coming years, wherever possible on a multiannual basis.  

6. This tracking mechanism is, and will continue to be, a crucial tool to inform on funding 
spent in the region and to ensure donor accountability in delivering against their pledges. As 
donors mobilise substantial resources to the crisis, it is imperative for them to ensure that 
their efforts are accounted for and reported in the existing tracking mechanisms. 

Way forward  

One year after the first Brussels conference, the EU and the UN will co-chair the second 
Brussels conference on the future of Syria and the region on 24-25 April 2018. The aim 
of the conference is to maintain international engagement and encourage further support for 
the Syrian population, for refugees in the region and for their host communities. It is also to 

                                                           
1 According to UN OCHA Financial Tracking System (FTS) as of 9 March 2018. 



 

 

promote economic recovery in the region and to express support for the UN-led political 
process.  


