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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
In view of the deteriorating security situation in certain areas of Eastern Equatoria and Bahr El Jebel, the 
Designated Official, in consultation with the Security Management Team (SMT), has raised the UN security 
phase from phase III to phase IV in the affected areas. In areas classified as phase IV, only emergency 
operations, such as emergency relief, can be conducted.  
 
Following the increase in ethnic fighting in Western Equatoria, the Vice-President for South Sudan, Riak 
Machar, and the Advisor to the Government of South Sudan, Abu John Kabasi, spent three days in Yambio 
accompanied by UNMIS (UN Mission in Sudan). The high level delegation had meetings with Government 
officials, leaders, elders and SPLA soldiers in an effort to resolve the conflict. The fighting ethnic groups were 
engaged in dialogue and reconciliation and were encouraged to put a stop to the clashes. Soldiers from both 
sides involved in the clashes were redeployed to other areas. 
 
Interim Constitution is signed 
The Interim Constitution of the Government of South Sudan was signed on 5 December in Juba by the 
President of South Sudan, Salva Kiir. Thousands of citizens of Juba town congregated at the grave site of 
late Dr. John Garang to celebrate the signing of the Constitution. Political speeches in praise and support of 
the Constitution were also delivered by prominent political figures. Meanwhile, the Interim Legislative 
Assembly of the South passed the 2006 budget of the Government of South Sudan. The budget totals US$ 
705 million and covers a period of nine months beginning from January 2006. Part of the funds, totalling US$ 
650 million, is expected to be raised from the oil revenues, while US$ 55 million is expected to come from the 
Donors’ Trust Fund. According to the Speaker of the Interim Legislative Assembly, expenditures shall be 
prioritised for the improvement of the welfare of the SPLA forces. No percentage to be allocated to the SPLA 
welfare was disclosed.  
 
Formal renaming of Bahr El Jebel State to Central Equatoria State 
The Interim Legislative Assembly of Bahr el Jebel State was inaugurated on 1 April and one of the first issues 
discussed was the renaming of “Bahr el Jebel State” to “Central Equatoria State.” Members unanimously 
resolved to adopt the name Central Equatoria State to replace Bahr el Jebel State, while Supiri County is to 
replace Bahr el Jebel County. The name Bahr el Jebel (River of the Mountains) was introduced by the 
Government of President Bashir in 1994 when greater Equatoria was partitioned into the Western, Eastern 
and Bahr el Jebel States. The resolution has been passed to the southern Interim Assembly for endorsement 
and approval before the name Bahr el Jebel is dropped.   
 
New Sudan integrated army 
A large number of SPLA forces consisting of 2,100 officers and men arrived in Juba from Yei on 3 December. 
They are part of the contingency of 6,000 SPLA troops that will combine with a force of 6,000 officers and 
men from the Sudan armed forces to form the new Sudan integrated army as stipulated in the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). The SPLA forces were welcomed by an estimated 200,000 
cheering citizens of Juba town who lined up the streets. Offices and public institutions remained closed for 
the day as celebrations continued till late evening. The same number of SPLA forces entered Wau, Malakal 
and Damazine. One brigade of the forces that arrived in Juba crossed the River Nile one day after they 
arrived in Juba to take up their positions at the eastern bank.  
 
Human rights training for Government officials involved with IDPs in Khartoum 
Following a joint Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC)/ Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) 
written request to UNHCR to provide human rights training to their respective staff as well as to the staff of 
other governmental departments involved with IDPs, UNHCR Khartoum developed a schedule of protection 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 3/15 

training workshops. The first training workshop took place on 6-7 December for Government officials, 
including from HAC, SRRC, security forces, the police and key officials from the re-planning department of 
the Ministry of Interior. The main topics covered were the IDP Guiding Principles, the interim Constitution and 
CPA, the Joint Policy Framework and human rights principles pertaining to the protection of IDPs at the 
places of displacement as well as within the context of return. 
 
IDP survey in Juba 
The IDP survey organized by UNHCR, OCHA, UNFPA, IOM and other humanitarian agencies on “intention of 
return” began in Juba on 24 November. UNHCR is mandated by the other agencies to monitor and 
coordinate the exercise. It covers the Tongpiny camp (comprising IDPs from Yei/Lainya, Jambo, Rokon, 
Kajo-Keji and Mundri), the Jebel Kujur camp (consisting of Kagwada/Bungu and Lobonok ethnic groups), the 
MTC and the High Commercial camps. A total of 1,200 interviews are expected to be conducted during the 
15-day exercise and, within only eight days of the exercise, 820 IDPs were interviewed. The overwhelming 
success of the exercise is a result of the desire of the IDPs to return to their places of origin. The exercise will 
be completed on 9 December, after which the completed forms will be sent to IOM/UNFPA for analysis. 
Preliminary findings of the survey indicate that the IDPs are well informed about the situation in their 
respective areas of origin from relatives, friends and returnees. 
 
Return movements 
 
Refugees 
UNHCR Malakal registered 13 returning families with 134 individuals between 28 November and 5 

December. The majority of the returnees were coming from Dimma and Fugnido refugee camps in Ethiopia 
and Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya and were going mainly to Akobo, Waat, Nasir and Maiwut localities. The 
interviews showed that most refugees were returning because of the CPA or searching for job opportunities 
and higher education as well as reunification with their family members in Sudan. Their details were shared 
with UNHCR offices in Gambella and Kakuma for further verification.  
 
IDPs 
UNHCR Malakal started tracking and registration of returning IDPs from the north and other parts of Sudan 
on 29 November at Malakal harbour. A team comprising four UNHCR local staff is currently conducting 
tracking and registration at the harbour with a permanent presence from 7.00 AM to 6.00 PM every day. 
Between 29 November and 5 December, 650 IDPs were registered, returning mainly from Renk to Nasir, 
Korfulus, Atar, Baliet and Adong whereas others from Khartoum, Gezira State, White Nile and Blue Nile 
States. They reported that they were returning because they had received reassuring messages from their 
relatives in their villages that there is peace in south Sudan. However, there are some cases, particularly 
from Khartoum, who reported that they were returning because they were jobless since the incidents that 
took place in August following the death of Dr. John Garang and were obliged to return to the south with their 
families.  
 
According to SRRC, Bor received a total of 952 returnees in the past few days. One group of 497 arrived by 
boat from Malakal; 307 of them are continuing to Juba by boat, while the rest are staying in the surroundings 
of Bor town. Another group of 455 arrived on foot from Mundri, Kothabi, through Talirout and wish to stay in 
the vicinity of Bor town. Due to the large arrival of returnees and in the light of the planned repatriation to take 
place on 17 December, the Minister of Physical Infrastructure agreed to allocated land for a temporary way 
station.  
 
Situation in Bor 
The number of reported returnees in Bor is growing rapidly by the day. The only means of transport used by 
returnees from either IDP or refugee camps are barges through the River Nile. Most barges are in poor 
condition and hardly reach their final destination without having a breakdown in between. The de-mining of 
roads and areas being used for return movements has not commenced. The town is now densely populated 
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as all returnees end up in Bor because they cannot access their original home villages. There is an imminent 
threat of disease outbreak as there are no facilities in place, including health, water and sanitation.  
 
There are no fresh reports of cattle-related tribal conflicts in the region. The Government and the community 
are taking serious steps in ensuring peace and security. However, cultural conflicts between the returnees 
and the community continue, but do not pose a major problem for people returning to their home 
communities. The Government continues with preparations to establish a common law legal system. 
Currently, the only functioning legal system is the traditional dispute settlement mechanism, which resorts to 
local chiefs. This is based purely on traditional norms and customs. There are, however, violations of human 
rights; for instance, a 5 year-old boy is languishing in the Bor prison charged for murder, without the right to 
bail. The police force continues to organize itself, but remains too small and exists in Bor town only. In other 
parts of the State, the SPLA is reported to take charge of peace and order. There are no reported arbitrary 
police actions against returnees in Bor town. UNHCR Bor is unable to assess the situation in other parts of 
the State due to limited access. 
 

 
A returnee in Bor. Photo: UNHCR. H. Caux 

 
Movement of Bor Dinka 
UNHCR, together with other UN agencies and NGOs, has set up a way station in Lologo, located about eight 
kilometres south-west of Juba to receive the Bor Dinka who after more than 16 years of displacement have 
embarked on the journey to return to Bor. A total of 34 cattle camps are expected to cross the Juba bridge 
(there are an estimated 500,000 to 1.5 million heads of cattle). The vulnerable returnees will temporarily 
reside at Lologo way station and be entitled to WFP food rations as they continue their journey to Bor. 
UNHCR is registering the returnees and providing protection monitoring as this group transits through Lologo. 
UNICEF is providing first aid and mosquito nets, IRC is distributing food and Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency (ADRA) is providing a mobile clinic. IOM is in the process of organizing the transport of 
pregnant women, children, the elderly and disabled people by steamer from Juba to Bor. Registration began 
on 30 November - 945 vulnerable Bor Dinka have been registered at Lologo way station as at 5 December. 
So far, four cattle camps have crossed to the east Nile bank. The SPLA provides security to the cattle camps 
as they return to Bor.  
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SPLA soldiers escort the cattle of the Bor Dinka through Juba, before crossing the bridge  

that leads to the road to Bor. Photo: UNHCR/H. Caux 
 

 
Newly arrived Bor Dinka women and children in Lologo camp. Photo: H. Caux 

 
CPA workshop 
The Justice, Peace and Reconciliation Committee consisting of the Church leaders in greater Upper Nile held 
a CPA workshop in Malakal from 28 November to 3 December with approximately 200 participants coming 
from all over south Sudan as well as from neighbouring countries. The topics of the workshop were the CPA, 
the Interim Constitution of South Sudan, the Interim National Constitution of the Republic of Sudan, human 
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rights, conflict resolution, reconciliation and the role of the Church. The workshop resulted in 19 
recommendations on implementing the CPA and assisting IDPs. 
 
Peace committees 
From 28 November 28 to 2 December, a peace committee training was conducted by Partners in Action 
(PACT) in Kapoeta town. The following objectives were agreed upon: create a network among the peace 
committees; plan and coordinate the activities of the different committees; report on the actual situation of 
conflict and related peace activities; and build capacity in preparation for returns. 
 
Training of returnee students as English teachers in Juba 
Training of returnee students by Windle Trust International [WTI] as English teachers started on 5 December. 
A total of 319 students were registered and are being trained to be English teachers to fill the gap of lack of 
English teachers in and around Juba. The students are mainly from Uganda, some from Kenya, a few from 
Ethiopia, Central African Republic (CAR), the former SPLA-controlled areas and Khartoum. Currently, 21 
female spontaneous returnee students are included. WTI is now advertising for more female student 
candidates. The training is initially designed for three months and will be extended for another three months 
after completion of the initial phase.  
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
 
Yei 

• All agencies that were asked to assist IDPs during the first coordination meeting held on 1 December 
are taking action in their sectors: Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) will provide food assistance; 
International Aid Services (IAS) will install latrines in the IDP sites and sensitize the community to 
allow the IDPs to use nearby borewells; Malteser and Aktion Afrika Hilfe (AAH) will conduct medical 
screening; UNHCR and GTZ will provide non-food items, mainly blankets, plastic sheets, plastic 
buckets, mosquito nets, jerry cans and all-purpose soap. 

• ACROSS has successfully produced radio programmes for Radio Koboko and Voice of Life in 
Uganda on human rights, caring for people with disabilities, effects of alcoholism, poverty, rural to 
urban migration, domestic violence as well as health (in particular, malaria and cholera). These 
programmes reach thousands of Sudanese in refugee camps and in some parts of Sudan. 

• On 2 December, 36 primary schools teachers (three females and 33 males) graduated from a 
training course conducted by ACROSS and funded by UNHCR. 

 
Kajo Keji 

• SRRC and UNHCR agreed to convene a weekly security meeting in Kajo Keji. The members would 
include SPLM/A County Secretary, SRRC Secretary, the police as well as prison and police 
intelligence. The first meeting was conducted on 1 December.  

• Jesuit Refugees Service (JRS) has organized a-one week workshop with two facilitators from Erepi 
Teachers’ Training College in Uganda. The in-service training will cover school management, class 
performance improvement and peace education. Also included in the training is HIV/AIDS with 
facilitators from American Refugee Committee (ARC). 

• JRS conducted a three-day workshop on girl child education. As part of its strategy to encourage and 
retain the girl child in schools, JRS distributed pieces of soap, sanitary pads and support to pay for 
school fees.  

• Sudan Health Association (SUHA) conducted a de-worming exercise for all primary school pupils in 
Kajo Keji.  

• SUHA also conducted a three-day training workshop for traditional birth attendants on safe 
motherhood. 
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World AIDS Day 
On 1 December, UNHCR attended events to mark World Aids Day in Yei and Kajo Keji. UNHCR, NGOs 
community-based organizations and County authorities organized some of the activities, such as drama, 
songs and speeches related to HIV/AIDS.  
 
Voluntary repatriation of Congolese refugees in Juba 
UNHCR commenced the registration process for Congolese refugees residing in Juba for their eventual 
voluntary repatriation to the Democratic Republic of Congo. Two hundred and nineteen families comprising 
629 individuals were registered within the first six days of the exercise. The registration process has been 
extended for a period of one week in order to complete the exercise, as the majority of refugees in Juba and 
surrounding areas have expressed willingness to return home. The refugees are very excited about 
registration and believe for the first time after so many years in exile that they will be repatriated to their 
country. The Commissioner for Refugees (COR) is actively participating in the registration exercise.  
 
New agreements in favour of Sudanese in Egypt 
Two weeks ago, the fourth round of the Egyptian-Sudanese Higher Committee meetings was held in Cairo 
where the Egyptian and Sudanese Governments signed a number of joint cooperation agreements. Shortly 
after the meeting, representatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Interior advised UNHCR that 
Sudanese would now receive automatic six-month entry visas (currently only three-month visas), that these 
would be automatically renewed and that Sudanese women and children under 14 would not require 
residency visas in Egypt. They also advised that public health care and primary education would be available 
to Sudanese on the same basis as Egyptians and that Sudanese university students would receive a 90 
percent discount from fees paid by foreigners. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 4 December 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 41,119,121 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
Security 
The general situation in East Sudan was calm, but concerns deepened that Eritrea and Ethiopia could return 
to war. The Eritrean authorities have requested that staff of certain nationalities of the UN Mission in Ethiopia 
and Eritrea (UNMEE) leave the country. According to UNMEE, about 180 people are affected by the 
decision: 91 military observers, about ten UN Volunteers and 70 international staff. Both the UN Secretary-
General and the Security Council have demanded that Eritrea reverse its decision. The decision appears to 
be connected to Eritrea's continuing anger that Ethiopia has not accepted a border agreement from 2002.  
 
Emergency preparedness 
With concerns of a looming war between Eritrea and Ethiopia, UNHCR is preparing for an influx of refugees. 
Preparations include the pre-positioning of some of the non-food items in stock and site planning. On 7 
December, a joint UN team comprising UNMIS, UNWFP and UNHCR undertook a security assessment 
mission to Gergaf border point along the border with Eritrea. Similar security assessments are planned for 
Awad and Gulsa border points within Kassala State. 
 
Resettlement 
During the reporting period, nine Eritrean and Ethiopian refugee families (24 individuals) left for Canada to be 
resettled there. The cases of most of these families were submitted to the Canadian Government early this 
year, while others were submitted in 2004. In Gedaref, seven families (37 persons) travelled to Khartoum to 
prepare for interview with the Canadian Embassy.  
 
Health  
UNHCR distributed insecticides to COR to combat malaria. A spraying exercise is currently going on in all 
refugee camps, as December is the period of highest malaria incidence. 
 
Nutrition  
Early malnutrition warning analysis conducted monthly by UNHCR and WFP reveals alarming indicators in 
some camps. Whereas Shagarab II and Umgargour camps had a 16 percent malnutrition rate among 
children under 5 children in August and September, Wadi Sharifey has maintained a rate of 11–14 percent in 
the past four months. This is very high, as the acceptable UNHCR standard should be below five percent. 
Food rations have been maintained at 50 percent of the recommended 2,100 kilocalories per person per day. 
 
Environment 
A joint UNHCR/FAO mission conducted a land tenure livelihoods mission in Gedaref, Kassala and Red Sea 
States to determine the socio-economic aspects of land security tenure.   
 
Sustainable Options for Livelihoods Security in Eastern Sudan (SOLSES) 
UNHCR and SOLSES have been conducting assessments for interventions in refugee-hosting areas in Suki 
and Fau 5 in Central States. In Setit area (Girba) in Kassala State, they had consultations with the 
communities and local authorities to prepare a proposal for assistance. 
 
  
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 4 December 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,250,105 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The overall security situation in West Darfur is still tense. The roads out of El Geneina are still classified as 
“D,” meaning that the UN is not moving on this road at the present time without armed escort. For the time 
being, there are no movements on roads in and out of El Geneina. In the past few weeks there have been 
military confrontations between the Sudanese army and rebels, mainly Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) in the 
Masteri area. The situation in the Sulea/Kulbus/Jebel Moon area is still unresolved. Threats originating from 
Jibrail, the leader of the National Movement for Reforms and Development (NMRD), continue. The threats 
against helicopter movements in the area have resulted in restricted movements in areas north of El 
Geneina. In a couple of cases, the African Union (AU) has been requested to help evacuate some 
humanitarian NGOs from their field locations in the area (Sulea and Kulbus). The NMRD released a 
statement that it is their aim to be included in the Abuja talks and that any agreement without them means no 
peace for Darfur.  
 
The general security situation in Zalingei town is calm. However, the presence of Government helicopters 
flying around Zalingei and close to the ground has been observed in the past week.  It is thought that this 
activity is related to the situation in Abata regarding the unresolved conflict between the two Arab tribes of 
Hotiya and Aballa.  Mediation has been ongoing between the two groups since October but has not been 
conclusive. According to reports, the situation remains volatile. The area remains “no go” for UN agencies.  
 
South Darfur has experienced many security incidents in various locations, especially in Gereida. On 29 
November, local Arab militia men attacked some Massalit who were protecting people while they were 
farming near Dar es Salam village (west of Gereida). Six Massalit men were killed. The tension in the region 
is very high. Gereida market was closed on 1 December and the same day a group of Massalit gathered 
together with the intent to prepare retaliation. It is not known if this retaliation will target Saddoun (one 
kilometre north of Gereida), which is the village where most Fallata live. It appears that the continuation of 
dialogue between the two communities is difficult and it is feared that there will be an accumulation of 
retaliatory incidents back and forth.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Returning refugees from Chad 
Some Sudanese refugees in Chad are reported to be returning back home to Furawiya (20 kilometres south-
east of Boba) and other adjacent localities through Bamina town (40 kilometre north-east of Tine) on the 
Chadian border. Information received indicates that on 4 December an unconfirmed number of these 
refugees have been ambushed in Boba village by unidentified armed men. Three persons are said to have 
been killed and an unconfirmed number of returnees are missing. Personal belongings of some of the 
returnees have allegedly been taken away. UNHCR is scheduling a mission to the area. 
 
Returns to Mukjar 
During the reporting period, UNHCR Mukjar met with the Acting Commissioner who expressed interest in 
meeting with UNHCR on a regular basis and raised the issue of returns to the Mukjar area. He informed 
UNHCR about the Government’s plan to invest in “model” villages to attract IDPs and refugees to return to 
the area. He does not expect many IDPs to return to the Mukjar area in the near future, but he mentioned 
that some families have returned from Chad to the Kabar area in June. According to his information, these 
refugees have returned to Sudan due to “mistreatment” in Chad (he refugees had killed wild animals which is 
an act against Chadian law). He also reported that some families had returned to Um Dukhun. He stated that 
the authorities in El Geneina approved 1,000 sacks of wheat to be distributed to the returnees in Mukjar area. 
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Mission to Um Dukhun 
A two-day mission to Um Dukhun was conducted on 1-2 December; it was reported that 1,287 people had 
returned to Um Dukhun from Chadian refugee camps and from other locations in Darfur, such as Nyala and 
Kalma camp. Some refugees reportedly presented ration cards from refugee camps in Chad. HAC reported 
that the 1,287 persons listed as returnees consist of 410 people from refugee camps in Chad, 540 people 
from the Chadian border area and the rest from other places in Sudan. All 1,287 persons were recorded after 
the head count in April and do not receive assistance. (In April WFP had conducted a head count. Currently 
35,899 persons receive WFP food assistance in Um Dukhun).  
 
In Um Dukhun, UNHCR collected information and conducted interviews with returnees. In summary, it seems 
that the majority of the 1,287 recorded persons move back and forth within the Chadian–Sudanese border 
area. UNHCR reviewed documents collected by HAC and CARE from the returnees. Only a couple of ration 
cards were presented. It turned out that most of the “cards” were in fact fixing tokens, given to refugees when 
they crossed the border at the beginning of the conflict. Colleagues from UNHCR in Chad confirmed that 
these fixing tokens were valid some time ago and concluded that the owners of the fixing tokens most 
probably did travel on to the refugee camps in Chad but stayed in the border area. Other returnees reported 
to have come to spend some time with family members, to seek medical assistance at the MSF clinic or to 
follow up on work possibilities. Only a few persons in this “returnee group” traveled with their families. Most 
family members were left in Chad. The Acting Commissioner stressed that Um Dukhun is a safe place for 
returnees; however, the villages around Um Dukhun, especially the area around Magar, are not conducive for 
return yet. The mission recommends to discuss if a de-registration process can be put in place for those 
refugees and IDPs who are registered in camps, either as IDPs or refugees in Chad. It should also be 
reviewed if family ration cards can be split so that family members who return to the area of origin can also 
benefit from assistance. As for other cases of spontaneous returns, a verification procedure with participation 
of partners should be considered. 
 
Mission to Orokum, Kurti and Loga 
On 30 November, UNHCR Zalingei fielded a mission to Orokum, Kurti and Loga, which are three of the six 
locations to which the Government organized return movements from Zalingei in June 2005. The majority of 
the returnees were not the original inhabitants of the villages. Orokum is a village, whereas Kurti and Loga 
are damras (nomadic settlements).  
 
In Orokum, UNHCR found that there are genuine returnees; there are approximately 500 families in the 
village, of which some 400 either stayed throughout the conflict or returned in 2004. Sixty families returned 
with the Government-organized movement in June and approximately 30 families have returned 
spontaneously since then. Security problems are not evident and the return of non-original inhabitants was 
done with the full agreement of the community. The community leaders reported that there are others present 
in the village originating from other villages as far as Abata, who have come to Orokum for the cultivation 
season with the consent of the community. The villagers have good relations with Arabs in the surrounding 
damras and there is a bi-weekly market in the village, which functions well. UNHCR is coordinating with 
Danish Refugee Council (DRC), who is assessing the village with the intention of establishing community-
based reintegration projects there.   
 
In Loga, none of those who returned in the June movement remained in the damra. In Karti, there is no trace 
of any returnee from the June movement – there are no apparent shelters and none of the “returnees” was 
available for interview. It is likely that those who returned in the June movement were already inhabitants of 
the damra and just came to Zalingei to collect the package.     
 
Protection Working Group in El Geneina 
On 6 December, the Protection Working Group met in El Geneina where it was reported that the situation in 
Krenek is fragile and that incidents of gender-based violence are increasing in the area. It was agreed that a 
letter will be sent to the AU in El Fasher to request the reinforcement of CivPol to support the 24-hour 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 11/15 

patrolling in West Darfur. The letter will recommend increasing the number of female CivPol and female 
translators as requested by the IDP communities. The CivPol is planning to form a camp security committee 
which consists of CivPol, Government police and IDP representatives. All the participants welcomed this 
initiative, especially in involving the IDP community in maintaining security in the IDP camps. The initiative 
comes late but is in fact a breakthrough. If done properly, the presence of CivPol in the camps could 
significantly reduce the level of violence that takes place predominantly at night. 
 
Protection Working Group in Zalingei 
The Protection Working Group in Zalingei discussed the ongoing problem of Arab nomads crossing the 
camps. It was agreed that UNHCR and OCHA will identify the nomads who are crossing the camps and the 
routes they are using through the camps; DRC will then begin to establish dialogue with those groups of 
nomads. UNHCR and OCHA will raise the issue with the IDPs at the next camp coordination meetings and 
NGOs working in the camps will continue peaceful co-existence activities with the IDPs. 
 
Food security in Jebel Marra 
On 3 December, the Jebel Marra inter-agency meeting was held in Nertiti, with the participation of all UN 
agencies and NGOs working in Jebel Marra. Discussions covered security, food security, water, health, 
education and non-food items. In the discussions, it emerged that the food security outlook for Jebel Marra is 
very good and as a result NGOs are urging WFP to reduce distribution in the area. UNHCR advocated for 
flexibility in order to accommodate possible returnees. A further meeting on food security is scheduled for 11 
December in Nertiti.   
 
Destruction of crops 
There have been many incidents of crop and cash crop destruction in West Darfur in the areas of Krenek, 
Masteri and Morni. It is estimated that around 68 farms have been destroyed. This has a negative impact on 
the economic situation of the IDPs, resulting in dependence on external assistance. There was an incident in 
Birgi, where 15 camels were caught destroying crops. The incident was brought to the attention of the police. 
Negotiations between the camel’s owners and the farmers resulted in the camel herders agreeing to pay for 
compensation. A similar incident took place some weeks ago which led to an exchange of fire between the 
police and nomads. The AU also reported this incident and intensified patrols in this area. WFP in West 
Darfur has requested all agencies to report the number and size of the destroyed farms so as to be aware of 
potential areas in need of food distribution and to properly plan for food commodities for 2006. 
 
Firewood collection 
The Forestry Department in West Darfur has asked the international community to advise IDPs to stop 
cutting trees for firewood and to make collective efforts to halt deforestation activities. This issue was raised 
because some IDPs were charged for cutting trees, although later the charges were dropped. Discussions 
are ongoing on how to increase income generating projects to avoid having to resort to firewood collection 
and sale of firewood as the sole source of income. 
 
Fuel efficient stoves  
There is an increasing demand from the IDP communities for fuel efficient stove training and making. 
UNHCR is implementing this project through a partner in the IDP camps which has proven to be a successful 
one. The fuel efficient stoves have proven to reduce the consumption of firewood by 40 percent, which also 
means less firewood collection trips. It is one way of decreasing the risk of potential violence against women 
outside of the camps and preventing long-lasting negative effects on the environment. FAO is running a 
similar project in other areas; however, there are still many areas lacking such a project, including Habila, 
Foro Baranga, Mukjar, Garsila and Krenek. FAO has called on interested NGOs to submit proposals. 
 
Sexual and Gender-Based Violence Working Group 
The Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) Working Group met in El Geneina on 6 December to 
discuss the new decree (no. 20) which was issued by the Wali of West Darfur to establish a Committee to 
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Eliminate Violence Against Women. The main concern among the participants was related to “form 8.” This 
form is established by the Government of Sudan’s legal system to accompany a victim of assault for medical 
examination. It is kept at police stations and medical centres. The participants appreciate the creation of this 
committee that is the result of specific requests from a number of organizations and donors. They are 
concerned about survivors in remote areas where it is difficult for them to report the incident on time 
(especially rape) due to the absence of medical facilities. Moreover, survivors cannot be treated by expatriate 
doctors, as they are not registered with the Ministry of Health. Therefore, the SGBV Working Group agreed 
that these procedures need to be revised and discussed in the next meeting with the Wali to the best interest 
of the survivors. 
 
Child protection 
Little has been done in West Darfur regarding providing mental and physical health services for children. This 
issue was brought up on many occasions in different meetings among the international agencies and all 
realize the importance of such services for child protection. UNHCR is looking into finding a specialized NGO 
to address this issue.  
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Land Programme in Northern Sudan  
During the reporting period, FAO’s Senior Land Policy Advisor visited Nyala to meet with UNHCR and 
prepare the implementation of the Letter of Agreement on Land Programme in Northern Sudan, which will be 
signed in the near future between FAO and UNHCR. He also made a presentation, attended by FAO, 
UNHCR, UNDP and IOM staff, on land tenure and management issues in dry land post-conflict areas.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 4 December 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 15,645,909 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
The escalation of war communiqués between the Governments of Sudan and Chad over alleged support 
given to respective rebel groups was one of major security issues that preoccupied humanitarian actors in 
eastern Chad over the last week. The November security reports from the field express concern over alleged 
involvement of refugees in criminality in various areas. Mention is also made of a recurrence of janjaweed 
attacks, of the fear of a likely escalation of these attacks in the Ade area now that the rainy season is over 
(especially at Modeyna) and of the negative impact on Bahai of recurrent confrontations between rebel 
factions on the Sudan side of the border. Just as worrying is the recent recovery of a ground-to-ground 
missile and ammunitions at Oure Cassoni.  
 
In southern Chad, security measures have been reinforced along the CAR border to trace down Chadian 
army dissidents who are supposedly hiding in the border area before crossing into the CAR.  
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
Security in the camps 
Following mounting tensions between the local community and refugees over wood collection in Iridimi, a 
meeting was held between the Prefect of Iriba and refugee representatives. A mixed committee was set up to 
address the matter peacefully.  
 
At Oure Cassoni, the tensions of the preceding weeks in and around the camps have receded, although 
erratic incidents, mainly linked to the theft of cattle inside the camp, still occur. 
 
Refugees in detention 
To date, there are three Sudanese refugees in detention at Bahai, two of whom for unfounded reasons. 
UNHCR is following up. UNHCR also visited Biltine to hold further discussions with the Regional Health 
Delegate in Biltine regarding medical care for refugees in detention there. It was agreed that the Health 
Delegate would designate a nurse to conduct regular visits to the prison to check whether there were any 
prisoners in need of medical care. Presently, assistance is being provided to a detainee suffering from 
tuberculosis. 
 
Child protection training 
The second phase of training on child protection was conducted at UNHCR Farchana for CNAR (the national 
refugee authority), gendarmes, partners and UNHCR staff working in the camps of the central axis. Thirteen 
participants were trained. At Mile, Christian Child Fund (CCF) organized a workshop on child protection from 
29 to 30 November, where UNHCR was among the facilitators. There were 71 participants, including sheiks, 
women and children.  
 
Age, Gender and Diversity Mainstreaming report  
The Chad “Age, Gender and Diversity Mainstreaming” (AGDM) report has been released. Camps are now 
working on lessons learnt. Noteworthy in this respect is AGDM’s influence on HIAS, which now utilizes a 
community-based approach to implement its psycho-social support programme. Following AGDM, HIAS has 
started to work with children of all ages, abilities and disabilities. 
 
Health 
UNICEF warned of the beginning of a period of high incidence of meningitis with two cases already identified. 
A joint UNICEF/UNHCR coordination meeting was convened on 4 December. A mass vaccination against 
this disease continues at Goz Beida. 
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World AIDS Day 
Word Aids Day was celebrated at Mile and Kounoungo (UNHCR Guereda) on 2 December, with 8,000 
persons mobilized at Mile (refugees and locals included) and 5,000 at Kounoungo. In their speeches, the 
Sub-Prefect of Dar Tama and UNHCR Head of Field Office emphasized the magnitude of the epidemic 
worldwide and explained its modes of transmission and how to effect prevention. There were also sketches, 
poems and songs on the theme of HIV/AIDS. In each camp, the end of the event was marked by a football 
match. 
 
Nutritional surveys 
The absence of many families from camps due to harvest hampers accurate nutritional surveys. Focusing on 
malnourished children admitted in the feeding programme, it has been noted that many of these come from 
families with clusters of small kids, especially those where women have to wean lactating babies prematurely 
because of new pregnancies and cannot afford weaning food or proper replacement meals. 
 
Food security 
WFP’s forum on the streamlining of distribution methods took place on 30 November and is reported to have 
been fruitful. Recommendations resulting from the forum will come out shortly. WFP has initiated a survey on 
the food security vulnerability of different regions in Chad so as to be able to determine which produce and 
which income generating activities fit well for which region. 
 
FAO has now assembled sufficient imported seeds and is in the process of building up a stock of local ones. 
The agency has also resorted to local craftsmen for the production of agricultural implements. The 
distribution of both seeds and implements will start next week. 
 
RET’s programme 
Operational partner RET reports having reached 400 youth with its recreational activities programme 
implemented by INTERSOS at Goz Beida and Djabal. RET is launching this week a life skills training 
programme for refugee youth who did not get a chance to attend school in Sudan and cannot access primary 
education because of their age. There will also be a training of trainers programme in Hadger Hadid offered 
by two newly Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) staff who will stay with RET for two months in eastern 
Chad.  
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
Screening of refugees in villages at the border 
At Goré, two joint UNHCR/CNAR pre-screening missions were undertaken in the villages of Matiti, Bekandja 
and Soh during the period under review. Out of an estimated number of 500 refugees in these villages, only 
33 refugees showed up for the screening. Twenty-one among them were recognized as refugees. No 
refugees were found in Soh. The mission was informed that an estimated 1,300 refugees returned back to 
the CAR to collect their harvest. Further access to Betel, Matiti and Bekandja in order to transfer the pre-
screened refugees was not possible because no military escort was available. 
 
New site of Gondjé  
The construction of 142 clusters with the capacity for 11,000 people has been completed at the new site at 
Gondjé, where refugees from the border are to be relocated next week. Each cluster will accommodate 16 
families. Preparatory measures before transferring the refugees are being undertaken, including planning the 
registration of the new born and the deceased. 
 
Statistics 
To date, the total refugee population number in Amboko settlement and its extension is 26,172, including 
12,346 who arrived after June 2005.     
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Water and sanitation situation 
At Amboko refugee settlement, a total of 2,175 metric cubes of water was produced, thus allowing to provide 
11.8 litres per person per day. Water production was lower than usual due to an interruption of pumping for 
pipe cleaning. At Danamadji, UNHCR, COOPI (NGO managing Yaroungou refugee settlement) and the 
Mayor of Maro identified areas where taps will be installed. 
 
There are currently 555 latrines at Amboko refugee settlement, including 22 new ones that were completed in 
the course of the reporting period. There are 576 latrines in the extension of Amboko settlement. 
 
Health  
In the extension of Amboko settlement in Gore, mortality rates remained within internationally accepted 
standards. Malaria is the main cause of morbidity and acute respiratory infections are reported to be on the 
increase. MSF’s preliminary data inform that 10 percent of the population in the settlement’s extension has 
reported for malaria in the month of November.  
 
Vaccines arrived at Sarh on 29 November to deal with meningitis in Yaroungou refugee settlement. 
Vaccination began on 4 December, preceded by a sensitization campaign and training of relevant staff. So 
far, nine cases have been diagnosed, including one reported dead.  
 
Food distribution 
At Goré, UNHCR and CNAR are working on the distribution lists for the upcoming food distribution. UNHCR 
worked closely with partners in charge of the distribution to cater for refugees who arrived between July and 
November 2005 and who were not fully served at the time of registration. Discussions were held to improve 
distribution procedures and distribution monitoring. The next general distribution is planned on 12 December 
at Amboko settlement. At Yaroungou settlement, the distribution of food began on 2 December. 
 
Awareness raising of gender-based violence, HIV/AIDS and human rights 
At Danamadji, the settlements of Yaroungou and Maro saw sensitization on genital mutilation in the context 
of the 16 days of activism to eliminate violence against women.  
 
Activities for World Aids Day were organized by local associations in Sarh and Danamadji, including debates 
and testimonies by persons living with HIV/AIDS.  
 
A contest on human rights was launched by CNAR and UNHCR in CM1 and CM2 classes at Yaroungou 
settlement primary school. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 4 December 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 49,574,627 

   


