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A Central African refugee girl in Békoninga village, southern Chad, loads some of her family's few 

belongings on a truck for transport to Amboko refugee camp. UNHCR/M. Conway/Feb. 2006
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The reporting period was marked by a fatal attack on the UNHCR compound in Yei (Central Equatoria) which 
once again underscored the formidable challenges UNHCR faces in South Sudan. On 15 March, at 
approximately 20:15 hours, the compound was attacked by unknown armed men, resulting in the killing of a 
contracted guard and serious injury to another guard and an international staff member. The two wounded 
colleagues were evacuated to Nairobi for medical treatment. They are currently in critical but stable condition. 
Six other international staff members (no national staff) were present at the time of the attack but were 
uninjured. Since the attack, they have been temporarily relocated for their safety and debriefing of the 
incident. One of the armed men was killed during the attack while the other was captured and is now in 
detention. The motive behind the attack is not known at this stage but an investigation is underway. 
Meanwhile, a team from the Emergency and Security Service as well as the Director for the Sudan Situation, 
Jean-Marie Fakhouri, will travel to South Sudan to review repatriation operations in light of this recent 
incident. Pending the review, the planned repatriation movement of Sudanese refugees from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) to the Yei region, which was due to start on 20 March, is suspended.  
 
Access to and from Juba 
For the first time, vehicles have been able to use the stretch of road leading from Juba to Western Equatoria 
through Rokon, Lui, Mundri and Maridi since its closure 18 years ago. Safe passage through this corridor 
effectively shortens the distance between Juba and Western Equatoria. In addition to Western Equatoria, 
travellers from Rumbek can now use the road to travel to Juba and vice versa. Until now the only access to 
Juba from Western Equatoria and Rumbek was either by land through Yei near the Ugandan border or by air. 
The other corridors leading to and from Juba remain accessible. 
 
Repatriation planning meeting in Kakuma 
Staff from UNHCR offices in South Sudan held a repatriation planning meeting in Kakuma, Kenya, to plan the 
resumption of repatriation from Kakuma refugee camp to South Sudan and obtain first-hand information on 
the status of reintegration activities in the areas of return. The discussions confirmed that there are some 
3,000 refugees from Eastern Equatoria in the camp and that another 3,000 refugees may be expected to 
return there from Uganda. Kapoeta in Eastern Equatoria will be an important logistic hub as the main entry 
point for returns from Kenya and Uganda, when the eastern corridor is opened for repatriation by road 
(pending mine clearance and lowering of security phase IV to phase III). The overall repatriation planning 
figure is 3,000 refugees from Kakuma to Jonglei, Upper Nile, Unity and Eastern Equatoria States by the end 
of May. 
 
Returning Bor Dinka from Yei en route to Bor 
During the reporting week, 177 Bor Dinka Bor IDP returnees arrived in Juba from Yei on their way to Bor. 
They were registered by UNHCR and were given WFP food rations as they wait for their turn to be 
transported from Juba to Bor. The cholera situation at Lologo way station, where the Bor Dinka are 
temporarily housed, has meanwhile stabilized leading to the closure of the cholera treatment centre. The 
centre was managed by MedAir with the support of other organizations. Some of the supplies donated by 
UNICEF were handed over to Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) who manages the camp 
clinic and IOM who is responsible for pre-departure screening and transporting of the Bor Dinka to Bor. 
However, recent heavy rains in Juba caused considerable destruction of most of the structures in the way 
station – 90 shelters were destroyed leaving about 900 people without shelter. Five tukuls were destroyed 
leaving about 100 people homeless. Drug and food stores as well as more than 20 latrines were also 
destroyed. In addition, eight people were injured. 
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Bor Dinka returnees in Bor 
Together with UNMIS RRR, UNHCR met with the chiefs of five cattle camps to identify family members from 
the two barge movements of Bor Dinka returnees from Juba to Bor. The chiefs confirmed that all of the 
Padak/Baidit cattle camps have arrived and are ready to receive the IDPs from the way station in Bor. 
JIRRST and the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC), which accompanied the mission, 
agreed to support the reunification process.  
 

 
Bor Dinka cattle cross the bridge over the River Nile en route to Bor. UNHCR/H. Caux/Dec. 2005 

 
There have been no assisted movements in or out of Bor recently, due to instructions from WHO to suspend 
them because of the cholera situation in South Sudan. However, staff based at the way station have noted 
some movement in and out of the way station. It is estimated that between five and ten percent of the way 
station population has departed. The returnees are eager to return to their payams and UNHCR has 
arranged transport, completed manifests and liaised with local partners, but is awaiting permission from 
WHO to begin movements. The number of shelter and latrine units in the way station has been doubled to 
accommodate 1,400 individuals from the current 750. A borehole is now operational at the way station 
providing potable water.  
 
Spontaneous returns 
 
Blue Nile  
UNHCR was informed by the Commissioner of Kurmuk that there has been a spontaneous return of 500 
families from Sherkole refugee camp in Ethiopia. This is not yet confirmed and will be investigated further on 
the ground in Kurmuk. 
 
Upper Nile 
In Malakal, UNHCR continued doing daily registration and tracking of returning IDPs from northern Sudan 
and other parts of the country at the waterfront. A total of 92 families of IDPs (529 individuals) returning from 
northern Sudan and northern Upper Nile were registered between 7 and 13 March. According to interviews 
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with the returnees, many IDPs are returning to Malakal due to lack of services in their places of origin. 
UNHCR also registered 10 returning refugee families (34 individuals) in the same period. The majority of the 
returnees are coming from Dimma and Fugnido refugee camps in Ethiopia and Kakuma refugee camp in 
Kenya. Most of them are returning to Malakal and surrounding payams. They are returning because of peace 
and reunification with their families as well as looking for higher education and job opportunities. 
 

 
Returning IDPs arriving by barge in Malakal are interviewed by UNHCR staff.  

UNHCR/M. Yonekawa/Oct. 2005 
 
Central Equatoria 
An inter-agency team comprising UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, ADRA, HAI, Sudan Aid and SRRC left Juba for 
Ku’da on 10 March to conduct a verification exercise of a new influx of returnees in the Ku’da area, about 28 
miles along the Juba-Rokon road. The new arrivals are part of the returnees who have been arriving in the 
area of Rokon since December of last year. The team verified 90 households consisting of 236 individuals. 
Some child-headed households were identified by the team but when investigated most of these cases 
revealed that the parents were registering separately from their children in a bid to receive more food and 
non-food items. The agencies then reached a conclusion to register the children and provide them with food 
rations but non-food items would only be provided to the parents. 
 
Eastern Equatoria 
UNHCR interviewed returnees who arrived in Kapoeta by bus from Kakuma refugee camp. The bus had 90 
passengers; of these, 45 were of school age. Their final destinations were mainly Kapoeta, Torit and Juba.  
 
IDPs in Damazin town 
UNHCR was approached by an elder representing 108 Dinka IDP families who live in Damazin town in Blue 
Nile State and are originally from Bahr El Ghazal State. He said that many of his group would like to go back 
to their home areas. UNHCR will try to visit some of these families to get an idea of their situation and their 
intentions. UNHCR was also approached by two leaders of a group of Mapan IDPs from Upper Nile who 
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informed UNHCR that they would like to return to their home area. They were advised that although 
assistance with transportation is limited, UNHCR would try to get information about their area of origin.   
 
Monitoring of return villages in Rosaries locality 
On 8 February, UNHCR staff made a monitoring visit to several return villages in Rosaries locality in Blue 
Nile State. UNHCR completed a village profile for one village, Um Darfa, which is a small town with an 
estimated 9,000 returnees.  The team also made a brief assessment in a second village, Ardeba, which has 
1,720 returnees. In general, the standard of living in these villages is very high by comparison with the more 
war-affected areas of southern Geissan and Kurmuk. The returnees are a mix of returnee IDPs and returnee 
spontaneously settled refugees from Ethiopia. UNHCR will plan further missions to the area to visit the 
villages beyond Um Darfa. There are several reported return villages which are close to the border with 
Ethiopia about which little is currently known. 
 
Protection assistance to IDPs in and around Khartoum 
Following up on previous discussion with IDPs in Khartoum, UNHCR staff from the Khartoum office met with 
IDP community representatives from Western Equatoria on 12 March. UNHCR updated the IDP leaders on 
planned activities in light of recently approved projects and discussed “go and see” visits to Western 
Equatoria. The IDP leaders informed UNHCR that a number of IDPs from Western Equatoria recently 
decided to spontaneously return to their places of origin from Khartoum, but have been stranded at Kosti for 
the past month awaiting barge transport on the River Nile. The IDP leaders requested UNHCR’s assistance 
in undertaking a mission to Kosti so that they can gain a better understanding of the situation and inform the 
IDP community in Khartoum accordingly. UNHCR has also begun consultations with relevant NGOs to 
explore possibilities in working together to implement protection-related activities on behalf of IDPs in and 
around Khartoum.   
 
Community-based protection training in Bentiu 
The second of six planned community-based protection trainings for 2006 commenced in Bentiu on 13 
March, jointly organized by UNHCR and Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). This is the first such human 
rights or protection training to be held in the area and the initial feedback by the local population and 
authorities is very positive. The training was concluded on 17 March with a report on lessons learnt and 
recommendations. 
 
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration  
Following the completion of training by UNICEF for local officials from the interim Disarmament, 
Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) authority, DDR teams are now working in Tonj. A large number of 
child soldiers are expected in Western Bahr el Ghazal. A second training for DDR officials will be held next 
week, with the hope that the DDR process in all of South Sudan will be completed by mid-2006. 
 
Food security in Lakes State 
FAO will soon begin buying crop seeds from local producers through 15 local NGOs throughout Lakes State. 
They anticipate collecting some 400 metric tonnes of seeds valued at US$ 300,000 which will go directly to 
local farmers. FAO plans to distribute seeds and tools to 4,000 returnees in Lakes State (10-15 kilos of seeds 
and two-three tools per household) and requested the assistance of other agencies in identifying returnees in 
need. FAO will also support ten schools for girls in Lakes State with the planting of fruit trees and vegetable 
gardens to provide additional nutrition to children during the hunger gap period (February to October). 
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 3 March 2006 
Requirements for South Sudan/countries of asylum: US$ 63,203,279 
2006 Contributions: US$ 8,629,773* 
*This amount represents an allocation from the UN Common Humanitarian Fund. 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
It was reported that on 12 March two Rashaida women and one child were killed and several wounded when 
a drunk SPLA soldier threw a grenade into a crowd in Mastura village along the Kassala and Gedaref 
highway. The situation along this busy highway is volatile due to potential clashes between Rashaida and 
SPLA.  
 
Refugee Status Determination 
The number of asylum seekers at Wad Sharifey reception centre as of the reporting period is 206. Of these, 
87 are awaiting the refugee status determination interview and 55 are awaiting transfer to Kilo 26 refugee 
camp. An unaccompanied minor and an older person from Eritrea were rejected because one is too young 
and the other too old for conscription for military service in Eritrea. 
 
UNHCR and the Commissioner for Refugees (COR) undertook a joint mission to the Shagarab camps to 
prepare for COR’s intended implementation of refugee status determination for the Eritrean caseload who 
never had a chance to undergo the 2003-2004 cessation clause procedure. The main purpose of the mission 
was to assess the refugee status determination sites in all the three camps. COR plans to form six refugee 
status determination teams which will be trained and then deployed to the three Shagarab camps. 
 
Care-taking arrangements for unaccompanied minors 
UNHCR organized a meeting with the camp elders’ committee in Wad Sherifey reception centre to discuss 
the arrangement of care-takers/host families for the new arrival unaccompanied minors who do not have 
relatives in Sudan and are currently living in Kilo 26 camp. As of 14 March, there are 20 male 
unaccompanied minors in Kilo 26. Members of the elders’ committee noted that “it is our responsibility to take 
care of children from Eritrea.” They added that host families can be arranged according to the ethnic group of 
the children and the regions where they came from. The elders’ committee agreed to have a meeting with 
members of the refugee community to elicit their views and discuss the recommended care-taking 
arrangements. The outcome of the meeting will be discussed at the next meeting with UNHCR and COR.   
UNHCR also undertook a mission to Kilo 26 camp to conduct “best interest determination” interviews with 
unaccompanied minors who were not recognized as refugees but were transferred from Wad Sherifey 
reception centre and with unaccompanied minors who have relatives in Um Gargour.  
 
Deported Ethiopians 
UNHCR forwarded a formal letter to the Gedaref State Wali’s consultant on refugee affairs regarding the 
deportation of 12 Eritreans from Um Gulja as a result of positive HIV/AIDS blood tests.  
 
Resettlement mission 
UNHCR Khartoum conducted a resettlement mission to east Sudan from 11 to 14 March. The objectives of 
the mission were to: 1) conduct interviews of 21 pending referred cases; 2) finalize the statistics of the 
identified and referred cases in 2005; and 3) propose a tentative plan for identification and referral of cases 
for 2006. Interviews were conducted in the areas of Wad Sherifey, Gedaref and Um Gargour. Out of the 21 
pending referred cases, at least seven could be submitted to the Resettlement Hub this month. Thirteen 
cases required more information and additional documents. One case was clarified to be not part of the 
pending referred cases.  
 
Update on funding situation as at 3 March 2006 
Requirements for East Sudan/Khartoum: US$ 13,045,950 
2006 Contributions: US$ 2,650,000* 
*Of this amount, US$ 700,000 represents an allocation from the UN Common Humanitarian Fund. 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The overall situation in West Darfur remained unchanged. The situation in Mukjar was tense and fear was 
perceptible among IDP communities in Mukjar, Garsila and Um Kher in connection with discussions related 
to the AU mission handing over to a UN force. There were rumors of attacks against AU positions in Mukjar 
and gunshots were reported in several areas including south of Mukjar town. The international community 
has been pushing for a UN force in Darfur, to bolster the efforts and capabilities of the 7,000-strong AU force 
to halt the violence and protect the humanitarian agencies. The Government of Sudan has said it opposes 
the involvement of a UN force in Darfur and demonstrations in Khartoum have supported this position. On 10 
March, at its 46th meeting in Addis Ababa, the AU Peace and Security Council decided to extend the AU 
mission in Darfur, which was due to expire this month, until 30 September 2006, when it would, in principle, 
be succeeded by a UN force.  
 
The situation in Zalingei town and its environs was calm, except for an incident in Kamsa Dagaig camp on 8 
March when an International Rescue Committee (IRC) staff arriving to participate in International Women’s 
Day celebrations was threatened by a group of about 200 youths brandishing sticks and shovels. The youth 
demanded the immediate cancellation of the celebrations citing the inappropriateness of such activities on 
the same day that anti-UN protests were taking place in Khartoum. IRC withdrew from the camp and 
suspended activities until 13 March, following a meeting on 12 March with the Sheiks who offered apologies 
and assurances that there would be no repeat of such actions.  
 
On 11 March, the UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) and OCHA undertook a road assessment 
to Golo and surrounding Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) areas. Traveling without escort (the AU suspended all 
activities around the time of the meeting of the AU Peace and Security Council in Addis Ababa), the mission 
was the victim of armed robbery on the road between Gornje and Guildo (site of two earlier incidents 
targeting ICRC in January and MSF-Spain in February). Despite the loss of communication equipment and 
personal items, the mission proceeded to Golo and Sarong and successfully identified a landing site to 
facilitate the arrival of an MSF-Spain team to do a health assessment. Following the mission, UNDSS 
proposed to classify the road from Gornje to Golo as “E” (AU escort required), but otherwise considers that 
the security situation on the ground could allow for a humanitarian assessment to address the pressing 
needs of the IDPs from Golo who are now clustered in 12 locations within SLA-controlled territory.  
 
The general trend suggests that the militia in South Darfur are very active and banditry continues to be of 
concern in some parts. The general security situation in Nyala town was generally good during the reporting 
period. 
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Refugees in Gelu 
UNHCR and COR visited Gelu and found that the number of refugees is 8,000. In trying to identify a safe 
place for them, Azerni and Mornei are two options under consideration. 
 
Arrivals from Golo and Rokero around Zalingei 
Small numbers of IDPs from Golo and Rokero continued to arrive to the camps in both Nertiti and Zalengei. 
The bulk of the IDPs coming from Golo remain within SLA-controlled territory in Jebel Marra. Specific figures 
are not available, but given the fact that Golo is now empty of a pre-conflict population of some 40,000 
persons and adding this to those displaced from Rokero and other locations in Jebel Marra as a result of the 
various clashes occurring from December 2005 onwards, the number of newly displaced persons within 
Jebel Marra is a matter of concern.  
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Meeting with HAC in Zalingei 
On 13 March, the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) informed that it expects the imminent conclusion of 
the Nyagadoula reconciliation process to lead to the prompt return of all 5,000 IDPs currently staying in the 
Taiba site. HAC proposed that all IDPs move to Nyagadoula as a transit point for onward travel to their 
places of origin. HAC further proposed that UNHCR provides transport and negotiates food and health care 
follow-up while HAC assumes responsibility for rehabilitation of the housing. While not rejecting the proposal 
out of hand, UNHCR reiterated the message that the voluntary nature of return must be fully respected. 
UNHCR will be meeting with the IDPs in the coming days in advance of a follow up meeting with HAC. 
Meanwhile, there are no indications that the IDPs themselves are informed and are in agreement with any 
return plans.  
 
El Geneina camps 
The last two-week period has seen a worrying increase in reported gender-based violence incidents on IDPs 
outside of El Geneina camps carried out by suspected Arab nomads. UNHCR has been working closely with 
the government police, the AU CivPol and AU Force Protection to establish regular patrols outside of the 
camps where the attacks occur. UNHCR has been informed by the AU in El Geneina that they will start 
patrolling next week. The frequency of the patrols will be limited initially because of a lack of vehicles. This 
issue is currently being addressed to the AU in El Fasher and it is hoped that more vehicles will be deployed 
quickly to the AU in El Geneina.  
 

 
IDP women on their way back to Riyad camp after working several hours in the nearby brick factory.  

Many women have been attacked on this journey. UNHCR/H. Caux/Aug. 2005 
 
Following discussions between UNHCR and the government police, a new police station has been 
established in Ardamata camp. It is hoped that this will lead to a decline in serious protection incidents in the 
area and facilitate the process of relocation of IDPs from areas inside the camp that are deemed to be a 
health risk. 
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UNHCR has been working closely with the government police and AU CivPol in Riyad camp to address the 
serious protection problems arising from the production and sale of alcohol in the camp. The police, under 
close observation by the AU CivPol, and UNHCR began confiscating alcohol-producing equipment from 
several shelters in the camp. While those found to be producing alcohol after a seven-day warning period are 
to be evicted from the camp and their shelters dismantled, they will not face criminal prosecution. UNHCR 
will closely monitor any protection concerns that those evicted may experience, but it is understood that 
many of them are not IDPs. Protection incidents inside the camp have reduced markedly since the new 
policy towards alcohol production has been introduced. It must be noted that the active engagement of the 
government police and army in discouraging armed off-duty soldiers and policemen from going to drink in the 
camp has been a major factor in the success of the operation.  
 
IDP displacement in Garsila and Um Kher 
IDP displacement still continues in rural areas around Garsila and Um Kher due mostly to harassment by 
armed nomads. UNHCR undertook an assessment mission in Wadi Salih locality on 6-7 March and found 
that 132 families moved to Garsila from Torgo village while seven families (comprising some 20 individuals) 
stayed in Torgo against their will, 163 families moved to Garsila from Nyao and 120 families moved to Garsila 
from Segei. In the Um Kher area, IDPs who fled Dabonga, Delle and Tamar camps because of insecurity 
have not returned yet. The IDP Sheikhs described the security situation as still tense. The displaced IDPs are 
living in critical conditions. They receive food rations from WFP and non-food items from Intersos.  
 
Gender-based violence assessment mission  
A gender-based violence assessment mission took place in Mukjar from 4 to 11 March to ascertain the 
feasibility of creating a referral mechanism for survivors of gender-based violence and to visit the Intersos 
women's centres in Garsila and Um Kher. In Mukjar, women reported that rape and sexual assault occur 
continuously when they leave the town to collect grass or firewood. In addition, six girls between the ages of 
15 and 20 were reportedly arrested and lashed for “illegal pregnancy.” These cases are being followed up. 
The creation of the referral mechanism is currently under discussion as both the medical and psycho-social 
actors need to bolster their internal mechanisms of support before it is able to appropriately meet the 
survivors’ needs. UNHCR will be working with the medical and psycho-social actors to increase their 
capacities. 
 
Returnee monitoring 
During the reporting period, UNHCR Mukjar interviewed one family consisting of seven from Safra village in 
Rehaid El Birdi in South Darfur. The head of the family stated he returned to Mukjar for security reasons and 
family reunification. Some other family members are still expected to arrive from Safra. This week, HAC 
Mukjar proposed a meeting with UNHCR to discuss return and share lists.  
 
UNHCR also met with Triangle on 9 March to discuss return to Bindisi Shamal and in Ai Jebel. Triangle 
completed all the requirements demanded by the Sheikhs as pre-requisites to return to both areas, i.e. water 
points, non-food items and construction materials. Furthermore, Triangle negotiated with the authorities the 
opening of a police station in these areas to ensure security for the returnees. However, the IDPs are 
reluctant to return. During a visit to Bindisi Shamal, it was noticed that the area is occupied by the Tama and 
Gimir (who are armed). The presence of the latter constitutes one of the main factors hindering IDP return. 
Triangle is updating the list of 250 households previously willing to return to Bindisi Shamal and 150 
households to Ai Jebel.   
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Movements of people 
On 7-9 March, UNHCR and IOM conducted a joint mission to assess the rumor that 4,000 IDPs are planning 
to make a secondary movement from Kubum in South Darfur to Mukjar in West Darfur. Based on extensive 
discussions with the IDPs and the host community, the mission concluded that there are no such plans. The 
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rumor that they would leave Kubum due to food-cut threats was confirmed not to be accurate. The team 
found that the rumor was aimed at simply raising alertness of that possibility.  
The inter-agency coordination meeting on 12 March confirmed that 100 persons from Jomeza near Foro 
Baranga, south-west Darfur, recently spontaneously returned to Kass in South Darfur. It is not clear whether 
these are refugees or IDPs. No further information is available yet.  
 
Meanwhile, UNMIS informed that it is coordinating spontaneous returns of Dinka IDPs to South Sudan. 
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 3 March 2006 
Revised* requirements for Darfur: US$ 18,536,425 
2006 Contributions: US$ 3,405,204** 
*The revised Supplementary Appeal for 2006 launched on 8 March represents a 44% reduction in the initial programme budget. 
**Of this amount, US$ 2,025,000 represents an allocation from the UN Common Humanitarian Fund. 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
The Government of Chad confirmed that an attempted coup d’état launched on 14 March was averted in the 
capital N’Djamena. Details remain sketchy. In a communiqué issued in the evening of 15 March, Minister of 
Communication Moussa Doumgor Hourmadji stated that the plot sought to attack the plane of President 
Idriss Déby upon his return from a CEMAC summit. He further stated that a number of the alleged coup 
plotters were arrested while trying to flee and that a full investigation is underway.  
 
In eastern Chad, banditry and hijacking of vehicles continued. In Bahai, an IRC pick-up vehicle was hijacked 
on 7 March by two armed men right in the middle of Oure Cassoni refugee camp. The incident caused an 
interruption of camp activities, which were resumed two days later following the recovery of the vehicle at 
Wadi Chey, some 300 kilometres inside Sudan. In Abéché, CARE reported an attempt by a group of men in 
uniform to enter its compound during the night of 8 March. 
 
In southern Chad, fighting was reported earlier this month in the Department of Monts de Lam (west of Goré) 
between government forces and rebel elements of Michel Mbailemal, who reportedly took flight. These same 
rebel elements are suspected of having been responsible for an attack on Békan. According to official 
sources, the sous-préfecture of Békan (45 kilometres from Goré) was attacked during the night of 12–13 
March by Chadian rebels. The rebels reportedly wounded the one police officer on duty and kidnapped the 
Deputy Prefect, whom they later released.  
 
In northern Central African Republic (CAR), the mayor of Bossangoa was killed on 8 March, reportedly by 
rebel elements. The Government of CAR, which has long downplayed insecurity in the northern region of the 
country, has now recognized the existence of a rebellion there.  
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
Border monitoring 
A mission was carried out on 1 March to a number of villages north of Adré (between Adré and Toumtouma) 
to verify reports of Chadians fleeing into Sudan following the attacks on Adré at the end of December 2005. 
The villages of Meledje, Agang, Am'Sibeka, Hiletama, Golgol, Hurriye and Koufroun, Bobota and Uleta were 
visited and many were reported to be practically empty. Bobota and Uleta, two villages located south of Adré, 
were subject to janjaweed attacks; inhabitants reportedly felt extremely at risk due to the absence of Chadian 
forces of law and order.  
 
Movements of people 
New arrivals continue to be registered at Gaga refugee camp, with over 700 persons reported over the first 
two weeks of March. The total number in the first quarter of 2006 exceeds 4,000 persons, while daily influx 
averages 100 per day. The majority of the arrivals are Sudanese refugees who have been living in the border 
area for one to two years (89 percent), but there are also refugees who have been in the border area for 
three to twelve months (four percent). Others (seven percent) have been on Chadian soil less than three 
months. Chadian nationals have been very generous towards Sudanese refugees in the border area and 
have helped them to establish themselves there.  
 
UNHCR Goz Beida reports that due to attacks along the border, IDPs are leaving their first location of 
displacement and are going to Goz Beida town. Some 500 IDPs are said to have arrived in various groups 
and are staying in locations in and around Goz Beida. Some are said to be in Djabal refugee camp, where 
they have Sudanese family members. CNAR (the national refugee authority) has been trying to keep track of 
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the arrivals. For its part, COOPI has vaccinated 217 IDPs (aged 0-15) in the different areas where they are 
staying.  
 
Many people are said to be stranded in Koloye owing to lack of money for the fare. According to WFP, which 
visited Ade, Koloye, Modeyna and Daguessa on 11 and 12 March, the number of IDPs could be as high as 
30,000. The IDPs fear unrest, having abandoned 72 villages east of Koloye, near the border with Sudan. 
Most IDPs are from Amdeguel, Hidger-Ibeit, Kadra and Hile Doud, heading to Goz Beida via Koloye. A UN 
inter-agency mission is planned this week involving WFP, WHO, UNICEF, FAO, UNHCR and representatives 
from the Government and CNAR. The mission will review the strategy and plan of action with ICRC for the 
short and long term in light of the approaching rainy season.  
 
Organized transfer of refugees 
Sensitization has started in view of the transfer of a first group of 3,000 refugees from Am Nabak to Mile in 
accordance with an agreement reached between UNHCR and the Government of Chad. An ad hoc 
delegation consisting of local authorities, representatives of CNAR and humanitarian agencies in Guereda 
met with village chiefs and leaders from all local ethnic groups in the Mile area as well as refugee 
representatives to discuss the matter. The local populations are not very enthusiastic but the refugees have 
no other option. The newly established community radio, Absoun, is also used for this sensitization exercise. 
 
Camp security 
The revised Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for security in and around the camps was signed 
between UNHCR and the Government of Chad (Minister of Interior and Minster Delegate of Defence) on 9 
March. Under the new MOU, gendarmes will be increased from 180 to 235 and additional supplies such as 
vehicles, motorcycles and radio equipment will be provided. The new accord also includes a five-kilometre 
security perimeter around the camps, in addition to the already-existing security presence within the camps. 
The MOU follows visits by, and discussions with, the High Commissioner Antonio Guterres and the Deputy 
High Commissioner Wendy Chamberlin in 2005 and most recently the Assistant High Commissioner for 
Operations Judy Cheng-Hopkins. 
 
Detention 
UNHCR staff visited the prison of Biltine on 8 March to inquire about the conditions of 14 detained refugees. 
They remarked that ongoing absence of a prosecutor and examining magistrate continues to hinder progress 
on the cases of refugees. Among the refugees are two girls (aged 12 and 15) accused of manslaughter of a 
fellow refugee woman in Mile camp who are kept separately from the other detainees. One refugee with 
tuberculosis was confirmed to be receiving treatment from the local hospital and his condition has improved. 
 
Child protection 
ICRC identified 11 separated and unaccompanied children for reunification with their families in Sudan. In a 
joint effort with UNHCR, these children will be flown to Khartoum together with two accompanying adults. 
Contacts have already been made with relevant Chadian ministries, CNAR and airport authorities. Sudanese 
officials have also been informed. 
 
Peaceful coexistence 
Joint consultations in the scope of peaceful coexistence between the inhabitants of Dar Sila in Chad and the 
Beida/Habila zone in Sudan have resumed between local and Sudanese authorities. An inter-ethnic 
committee has been set up, with a special focus on problems relating to cross-border incursions. 
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
Border monitoring 
UNHCR and CNAR conducted joint border monitoring missions in Bedakoussang and Békan villages in 
Békan sous-préfecture, Nya-Pendé Department. According to Chadian authorities, 2,609 CAR refugees (462 
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families) gathered in the village of Bedakoussang, about 10 kilometres from the border and 35 kilometres 
from Goré, the main town in southern Chad. They began arriving in the Bedakoussang at the end of January 
following fighting in their villages in the Paoua area of northern CAR. Others have been arriving periodically 
throughout February because of ongoing fighting in CAR. No new refugees were reported in Békan (10 
kilometres from Bedakoussang). Pre-screening of the refugees will begin as soon as security conditions 
allow. While the health situation of the refugees in Bedakoussang was reported to be satisfactory, food was 
reported to be in short supply and the Bedakoussang village chief asked for UNHCR’s support in transferring 
the refugees as soon as possible. Existing water supplies in the village were reported to be sufficient after 
MSF-Holland repaired a damaged pump.   
 
Relocation 
From 6 to 10 March, UNHCR and CNAR registered 692 refugees (164 families) in Békoninga village and 
relocated 845 refugees (196 families) from the border to the Amboko site. Since 22 February, when the latest 
round of transfers of new refugees from Békoninga began, a total of 2,692 individuals (606 families) have 
been moved away from the border. During the same period, 1,116 individuals (265 families) were transferred 
from Amboko to Gondjé.  
 
Activities at the sites 
The overall state of health of refugees is reported to be satisfactory, comparable to that of the local 
population. Illnesses most frequently reported include acute respiratory infections, malaria and diarrhoea. It 
was decided that health sector coordination meetings would henceforth be held at Goré hospital, to ensure 
close collaboration with local health authorities.  
 
Construction of latrines at the Gondjé site continues. As at 5 March, 280 latrines (out of a total of 720 
planned) were functional. In the Amboko site, NGO partner COOPI continues to disinfect and rehabilitate old 
latrines in order to accommodate new refugee arrivals. In addition, COOPI and MSF-Holland oversee the 
provision of water at the Amboko and Gondjé sites. The ratio of water provision is 15 litres per person per 
day in Amboko and 19 litres per person per day in Gondjé. 
 
The number of students enrolled in primary school in Amboko now totals 1,648 (1,065 boys and 583 girls) 
while in Gondjé the total stands at 767 students (484 boys and 283 girls). During a recent mission, UNICEF 
expressed interest in supporting the refugee education sector through the construction of schools and 
provision of school materials. Meanwhile, CARE has provided school uniforms for 500 secondary school 
students in Gondjé. 
 
Reduction of food rations at Yaroungou site  
WFP, African Concern and UNHCR met with refugee delegates from Yaroungou site to announce a second 
reduction in rations, the first having come in February. During the March distribution, rations will be reduced 
from 1,200 to 900 kcal. This ration will remain the same until the end of general distributions foreseen for the 
end of October. The refugees reacted calmly, asking African Concern to distribute seeds in a timely manner 
before the next growing season so as to ensure a good harvest. An information campaign on ration 
reductions is ongoing. 
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 3 March 2006 
Requirements for Chad: US$ 74,337,462 
2006 Contributions: US$  23,301,822 


