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OPERATIONS  
 The MACC is making the necessary 
logistical arrangements and preparations 
for the arrival of the mechanical 
component of MECHEM’s Integrated 
Demining Capacity. This commercial 
demining capacity has been contracted to 
fill the capability vacuum left behind by the 
departure of the Slovak demining 
contingent of the UN Peacekeeping Force 
in June 2004. Once the mechanical 
component has arrived in the Mission 
area, MECHEM, in close cooperation with 
the MACC Operations Section, will carry 
out the relevant training and accreditation 
procedures prior to deploying the 
integrated demining teams.

The MACC Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) Field Team deployed to the 
areas of Shambiko and Shilalo in Sector 
West.  The Team discovered several UXO 
in a number of villages, including Qunito, 
Geregera and Mai Agam. In total, the Team 
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The Programme Manager has departed  on sick leave for three months 

from mid-November 2004 through mid-February 2005. To cover for this 
period, the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) through UNOPS has deployed a 
MACC Officer-in-Charge (OIC), Mr. Greg Lindstrom. Mr. Lindstrom has  
officially assumed his responsibilities as OIC of the MACC.

On Sunday, 14 November 2004, the MACC hosted a MACC Family Picnic 
for MACC national and international staff and their families, with  special 
entertainment for the families’ children. 

The MACC is preparing for the visit of a two-person team from the 
Swedish Rescue Services Agency (SRSA). The Team will be conducting a 
gender analysis exercise of the mine action programmes in Eritrea, including 
the MACC programme as well as UNDP’s Mine Action Capacity Building 
Programme (MACBP). The Team will arrive in the Mission area on 24 
November 2004 for a two week period.

disposed of fifteen UXO.
MECHEM’s route verification teamcarried 

out verification operations in Sector East. 
In total, the team covered 102.2 km of 
roads. Next week, this demining capacity 
will continue operations in Sector East and 
then it will return to Sector West. 

Demining assets of the UN Peacekeeping 
Force continued operations in Shilalo. 

MECHEM dog handler and mine detection 
dog
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INFORMATION

The Information Section continued to work on the development of a ’MACC transport ’ 
database. This database will provide a more effective and efficient monitoring and 
oversight system for  all issues related  to the maintenance of the MACC vehicle fleet. 

The Section also made some improvements to the recently developed ’tasking 
database.’ In addition, a backlog of tasking reports from 2001 and 2002 were quality 
controlled and entered into the tasking database. 

The data entry process in terms of MRE information, completion reports, minefields 
and demining progress continued at a satisfactory rate. All mine action data that is 
entered into the Information Management System for Mine Action (IMSMA) and into all 
other relevant databases is quality controlled prior to entry into the various systems. This 
is an on-going and meticulous process.

The Section printed a total of seven maps for MECHEM, the MACC Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EDO) Field Team and the MACC Regional Office in Sector Center.

NOTE: Agencies and clients who would like to obtain standard maps of Eritrea, including 
maps at scales of 1:100,000 and 1:150,000  are requested to contact the UNMEE Geo Cell 
(Chief of Geo Cell, Rob Gray, Ext. 6974). Customers who would like to obtain mine/UXO 
specific maps are requested to contact the MACC Information Section where they will 
have  their requests fulfilled within 24 hours. Please contact the Chief of Information, 
Gerhard Bechtold at Ext.2123. 

Mine Risk  
Educ at ion(MRE)

The two MACC MRE Field 
Teams continued to carry out 
MRE activities in the Gash Barka 
zoba in Sector West. Team One 
conducted MRE for the 
population of various villages in 
the Molki subzoba and Team 
Two conducted MRE in several 
villages in the subzoba of 
Antore. Team One also visited 
the Dembe Doran Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDP) Camp 
to provide MRE. In total, the 
Teams provided MRE to 1152 
people. They also distributed 
several MRE posters.

In Dembe Doran, Team One 
also provided assistance to the 
MACC Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) Field Team in 
disposing UXO items. 

The Teams will continue to 
conduct MRE in the Gash Barka 
region next week.

MRE BRIEFINGS
The MACC conducts regular MRE Briefings for all 

newly arrived UNMEE personnel, including civilians, 
UNMOs, etc. For time and location, please contact Lt. 
Col. Francis Kiilu at the MACC at Ext. 2114. All other 
newly arrived UN agency and NGO staff in the Mission 
area must contact UNICEF for MRE Briefings. 
UNICEF’s MRE Coordinator is Ms Lejla Susic. (Tel 
1511 99, Ext 363)

MEDICAL COORDINATION
The MACC Medical Coordinator (MC) is currently absent from the Mission due to 

personal medical reasons. He will return to the Mission area at the end of next week.

MACC MRE Faciliator explains MRE  posterto the local population
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Dem in ing St at is t ic s :  1  - 22 Novem ber   2004

Mines UXO Area Cleared Road Cleared

Dest royed Dest royed sq. m . k m

FMAC asset s ,
inc lud ing t he     0 75 34,246   10
MACC EOD Team

MECHEM 0   0    14,502 136
_________________________________________________________________________________
TOTAL 0 75 48,748 146
=============================================================

MINE/UXO ACCIDENTS
A mine accident was reported on 15 November 2004. Reportedly, the accident occurred 
three kilometers  south of Tesseny, outside the adjacent areas of the Temporary Security 
Zone (TSZ). The accident will be  investigated by the Eritrean Deming Authority (EDA), as 
the accident occurred in an area outside of the TSZ, where the UNMEE MACC does not 
have a mandate to operate.

UNMEE personnel are reminded to report any UXO or mine related incident to the nearest 
MACC Sector Office, Force Unit or UNMO Team Site.

Capacity exists within these elements to conduct investigations, complete IMSMA report 
forms and forward these reports to the UNMEE MACC.
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STAFF PROFILE

Greg Lindstrom

Greg Lindstrom only recently arrived at the UNMEE MACC where he 
is currently  the Officer-in-Charge (OIC) until the Programme Manager, Mr. Phil Lewis, 
returns from sick leave in mid-February 2005.

Greg is a Kiwi. He was born in Waiora, New Zealand, but spent most of his upbringing 
in Whangarei, New Zealand. Whangarei is situated on the east coast of the North Island 
approximately three hours drive north of Auckland and one hour drive south of the Bay of 
Islands. 

Greg retired from the New Zealand Army in April 2000 in the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
His last posting in the Army was in Linton Camp, Palmerston North, as a Commanding 
Officer of the 2nd Logistics Battalion. In total, Greg spent 23 years serving his national 
Army. He received training as a specialist in the areas of Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) and Improvised Explosive Ordnance Device Disposal (IEDD). He completed his 
Army Command and Staff College at Queenscliff in Australia in 1992 and since then has 
held a variety of appointments in the Army, including appointments in the area of training, 
human resources, logistics and command. During his service in the Army, Greg was 
seconded on UN missions to Cambodia (1993/1994) and to Mozambique (1996-1998). On 
both occasions, Greg was involved in the landmine clearance operations of these 
Missions.

After his retirement from the Army, Greg was recruited by the UN Office for Project 
Services (UNOPS) to initiate the UN mine action coordination programme in the south of 
Lebanon following the Israeli withdrawal from the area in May 2000. There, he commenced 
his duties as the Programme Manager in July 2000 and concluded his mission in August 
2003. Greg notes that "in some ways, the mine action coordination programme in south of 

types of dispensers are fin-stabilised and 
are air dropped. They carry the BL 755 
bomblet.
Such dispensers are approximately two 

and half meters long  and have a diameter 
of 440 mm. 
The EOD Team diffused the item and 

brought it back to the MACC headquarters 
for display in the Mine Garden of the MACC 
Museum.

Clust er  Bom b Dispenser

During its recent deployment to Sector 
West, the MACC Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) Field Team came across the 
above UXO item in the area of Dembe 
Deran.  

The above UXO is a dispenser which 
originates from the United Kingdom. These 
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Lebanon is very similar to the UNMEE MACC programm: Both programmes have a 
coordination mandate."

In October 2004, Greg was again approached by UNOPS. This time with the offer to 
act as the OIC for the MACC and  to stand-in for the Programme Manager while he is on 
sick leave. He says " he accepted this unique offer because he had heard many good 
things about the UNMEE MACC programme and because he was keen to get back into 
the world of UN mine action programmes."

As the OIC of the MACC, Greg has a responsibility to carry out the tasks of the 
Programme Manager. He will  ensure that the good work of the MACC continues as it 
has in the past. Greg will stay in the Mission area until mid-February 2005 when Mr. Phil 
Lewis is expected to return to Eritrea. 

Greg admits that "his first impressions of the MACC are indeed very positive." He 
says "it is easy to see that a great deal of substantial work has been done to build an 
effective and well-functioning organisation, which is dedicated to meeting its mandated 
objectives and to making a positive difference in the lives of the people of Eritrea, in 
particular those living in areas that are affected by the presence of mines and UXO."

Greg also notes that "he has been positively impressed by the approach of all staff of 
the MACC, both national and international." He says that "all staff appear to be 
extremely professional in carrying out their daily duties and seem focused on giving 
their best." "This (he says) is very important because, after all, it is the ’people’ of an 
organisation that can ultimately make a difference. With a good and motivated team of 
staff that knows how to cooperate and work well together, an organisation can achieve 
a tremendous amount."

Greg says "he is looking forward to the next three months here in the Mission area 
working for the MACC, where he intends to maintain the positive and professional 
relationships that exist with the partners of the MACC, including donors, national mine 
action authorities, UNMEE and most importantly the people of Eritrea."  

 K ey  UNMEE MACC St a f f

UNMEE MACC Te l : 15 0  444 VHF Ch3
Off ic er-in-Charge Greg Lindst rom Ex t . 2106 C/s  K A
Ch ie f  o f  Opera t ions Dav id  Bax Ex t . 2169 C/s  K B
Opera t ions  Of f ic e r Bob K udyba Ex t . 2161 C/s  K B-1
Sen io r  Ope ra t ons  Ass t . Gh i rm ay K i ros Ex t . 2167 C/s  K BA

EOD Of f ic e r J ohn  Radda t z Ex t . 2142 C/s  K B4
Ch ie f  o f  In fo rm at ion Gerhard  Bec h t o ld  Ex t . 2123 C/s  K D
Net w ork  Adm in is t ra t o r So lom on Lebass i Ex t . 2107
Ch ie f  o f  Adm in /Financ e Venk a t a  Ram an    Ex t . 2105 C/s  K E
Adm in is t ra t ion  Ass t . Ts igab  Beyene Ex t . 2104 C/s  K E3
MALO Add is  Ababa Lt . Co l . K . Mbi t ha Ex t . 7112 K B 16

RLO Sec t o r  Wes t  Ch r is  Whak a t ope Ex t . 4060 C/s  K B5
RLO Sec t o r  Eas t /Cen t e r  Pie t  Br ink Ex t . 5311 C/s  K B6
Pro jec t  Of f ic er  Dem in ing

for  Dem arc at ion Lt . Co l . Xu QuanjunEx t . 2159 C/s K B2
Fie ld  MA L ia ison Off ic er Olek sandr Lobov Ex t . 2155 C/s K B12
Logis t ic s  Off i c er Chr is  Row e Ex t . 2110 C/s K E1
Program m e/Tra in ing

Of f ic e r  Andrea  Poe l l ing Ex t . 2119 C/s  K A2
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Produc ed by : Andrea E. Poel l ing, Program m e/Tra in ing Of f ic er , 
UNMEE MACC, poel l ing@un.org, Tel : 150 411, Ex t  2119

AGENCY LOCATION AND CAPACITY
RONCO (US Company)
Programme Manager Mr. Will Haynes Tel: (+291 1) 202 091
Office in Asmara

Mine Detection Dogs (MDD): 18 dogs and national dog  handlers
Demining: Two 60-person integrated EOD/Manual 
Clearance Teams in Shilalo

MECHEM (South African Company)
Programme Manager Mr. Phil Zaayman Tel: (+291 1) 159 406
Office in Asmara

Route Clearance
One Mechanical Route Survey Team
One Manual Route Clearance Team: Manual deminers, 4 MDDs and  2 Dog Handlers 
Integrated Demining Capacity
Mine Detection Dogs: 10 MDDs  and 5 Dog Handlers
Training Capacity: 1 MDD Instructor and 1 Mechanical Instructor
Mechanical Capacity Will arrive in November 2004


