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Photo: WFP staff consult survivors on the east coast of Palu 

bay. WFP/Michiel Meerdink 

 

 

 

Situation Update 

 The earthquake and tsunami on 28 September, 

followed by liquefaction at several sites, has 

destroyed lives, homes, and livelihoods in 

Central Sulawesi. The Government of Indonesia 

is leading the relief effort with the support of the 

UN, the Red Cross, and a range of non-

governmental organizations. The State of 

Emergency is set to end on 25 October. 

 The UN Humanitarian Country Team’s Sulawesi 

Earthquake Response Plan requires USD 50.5 

million to support 191,000 affected people, and 

is 23 percent funded.   

 Restored fuel supplies, electricity, running water, 

and the reopening of markets have brought back 

some normality in Palu city, and some people 

have returned to their homes. However, 

thousands of homes have been destroyed and 

the needs in the larger affected area are being 

assessed.  

 To assess the extent and details of displacement, 

the Ministry of Social Affairs, with help from UN 

Population Fund (UNFPA) and International 

Organisation for Migration (IOM), is collecting 

data using a Displacement Tracking Matrix 

(DTM).  

WFP Response 

 WFP is supporting the Government of Indonesia 

with logistics coordination and information 

management to improve the predictability, 

timeliness and efficiency of the response.  

 WFP is providing 40 trucks and ten mobile 

storage units to facilitate the provision of relief 

items and services to those in need.  

 

Global 

Humanitarian 

Funding Need 

Overall:  

USD 50.5 million 

WFP share:  

USD 1.8 million 

WFP’s support to the Sulawesi 

Earthquake response is funded for 

2018.  

Logistics Support  USD 1.8 million 
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In Numbers 

2,096 fatalities 

79,000 people displaced 

15,000 houses destroyed 

USD 500 million in damage 

Highlights 

 WFP is supporting the Government of Indonesia’s 

relief response with logistics assistance. This includes 

40 trucks and 10 mobile storage facilities for relief 

items.   

 WFP continues to assess the food security situation of 

people in the affected areas.  

 The air bridge from Balikpapan to Palu will remain 

operational until 23 October.  
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 The UN Humanitarian Country Team has 

identified priorities including shelter, medical 

assistance, logistics, clean water, sanitation, 

protection and education. WFP staff continue to 

assess the food security situation of affected 

communities in the most affected areas of Palu 

city, Donggala, Sigi and Parigi Mouthong. 

 

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

 The Government of Indonesia is leading the 

relief effort, including by establishing dozens of 

emergency kitchens to provide food to displaced 

persons and those without food stocks. Some of 

these are also providing dry rations for people to 

use for several days.  

 

 Supply Chain 

 WFP is working with the UN Humanitarian 

Response Depot in Subang, Malaysia, to source 

necessary storage equipment to contribute to 

the Government of Indonesia’s response effort.  

 WFP is liaising closely with the Government of 

Indonesia, the Indonesian National Armed Forces 

(TNI), the Indonesia National Board for Disaster 

Management (BNPB), The AHA Centre and the 

Indonesian Red Cross (PMI) regarding 

distribution mechanisms and structures to 

ensure coordination at all levels. 

Common Services 

Food Security  

 Food Security and Livelihoods issues are 

coordinated by the Ministry of National 

Development Planning with WFP and the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO).  

 The Ministry of Agriculture is assessing the 

extent of damage to planting land and has 

announced plans to provide free rice seeds to 

farmers whose livelihoods have been damaged 

by the tsunami. 

 FAO is aiming to restore food production and 

livelihoods of 50,000 people depending on 

agriculture and 3,000 fishing families. The 

project is funded by the UN Central Emergency 

Response Fund.  

 Several NGOs are providing food assistance to 

affected populations through food kitchens or 

distributions.  

Logistics  

 WFP is implementing the Relief Item Tracking 

Application (RITA), with a standardized request 

system, to facilitate the provision of common 

trucking and storage services to requesting 

partners. 

 The Logistics Working Group is bringing together 

plans for the arrival, transport and storage of 

relief items and sharing information on access 

constraints caused by debris and landslides.  

 BNPB and the AHA Centre are managing mobile 

storage facilities at Palu Airport.  

 

Emergency Telecommunications 

 The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster is 

not activated in this emergency. Under the 

Government of Indonesia’s response, 

telecommunications services have largely been 

restored in Palu. 

UN Humanitarian Air Service 

 UNHAS support has not been requested by the 

Government of Indonesia in this response. 

WFP in Indonesia 

WFP brings decades of experience in Asian 

disaster response to support Indonesia’s 

Government and people. Even before the current 

disaster, WFP had been advising the authorities on 

a range of disaster response issues, including 

warehouse management, mobile storage, 

operational capacities and transport.  

WFP has also been assisting with the design and 

location of six humanitarian hubs – one on each 

major island – to reach people more quickly and 

efficiently in times of disaster. 

 

Contacts 

 WFP Indonesia Country Director – Anthea Webb 

 Operational Information Management Officer – 

Harry Gibbs (harry.gibbs@wfp.org)  

 Logistics Working Group Information 

Management Officer – Agnes Semaan 

(agnes.semaan@wfp.org)  

 For further information, visit the Indonesia page 

on www.wfp.org/indonesia
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