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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

5 July 2018 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  
 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 26 JUNE 2018)1 

 1,273,718 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 1,201,107 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Idleb (416,850), Hama 
(234,946), Deir-Ez-Zor (244,123), Aleppo (142,501), Ar-Raqqa (94,806), Homs (22,670), Al-
Hassakeh (2,418), Lattakia (190) governorates, northern Syria. This also includes some 42,600 
displacements under verification. Around 11,000 displacements were recorded so far in June 2018, 
the majority from Idleb Governorate.  

o 72,611 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria, to northern Syria.  

 Between 285,000 - 320,000 people estimated to be displaced in south-west Syria since 17 June 2018.  
 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 In a statement today (5 July), the UN High Commissioner for Refugees expressed grave concern for the 
civilian population caught in the crossfire in south-west Syria. Around 320,000 people have been displaced, 
including some 60,000 people located at the Nasib/Jaber border crossing with Jordan. In the statement, the 
High Commissioner commended Jordan for generously providing protection to hundreds of thousands of 
Syrian refugees since the beginning of the crisis. The High Commissioner also advocated for “granting 
temporary refuge in Jordan to those in need of safety and for the international community to provide 
immediate and substantive support to Jordan, in a spirit of solidarity and responsibility sharing.”  

 The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Jordan issued a statement (4 July) on the situation in 
south-west Syria. In coordination with the Government of Jordan, UN inter-agency convoys have 
transported assistance including food, water, sanitary items, shelter, and medical supplies for the tens of 
thousands of Syrians near the Jordanian border.  

 Media sources reported that airstrikes against armed opposition groups in south-west Syria resumed 
yesterday (4 July), after reports emerged that talks with some armed opposition groups had broken down.  

 Many local responders have been displaced due to ongoing hostilities in south-west Syria, reducing overall 
capacity.  
 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

South-west Syria response:  

 Syria Hub: Partners are present with available protection services in selected locations in all three 
governorates (Dara’a, Sweida, and Quneira). Eight community centres offering integrated protection 
services, four child friendly spaces, three women and girls safe spaces, and some 10 mobile teams (offering 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2018/7/5b3de04e4/statement-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-situation-south.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/statement-anders-pedersen-un-resident-humanitarian-coordinator-jordan
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-talks/air-strikes-resume-in-southwest-syria-after-talks-fail-idUSKBN1JU22C
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protection, child protection, gender-based violence (GBV) response, and reproductive health services) are 
operational in the areas since before the emergency. Child Protection teams from a local partner have been 
placed on the main ‘crossing’ corridors to register children and raise awareness on prevention of separation. 

 Syria Hub: In the Jbab IDP site (Dara’a Governorate) and surrounding shelters (schools and mosques), 
various services are being mobilized, including protection, through presence of volunteers and mobile 
teams. One partner has established a child friendly space in Jbab site and is providing psychosocial 
activities. In Sweida Governorate, UN teams are visiting areas of displacement and partners are being 
mobilized to provide much needed psychosocial and child protection support.  

 Syria Hub: Coordination of the overall response is challenged by lack of swift access, including when areas 
shift control. The presence of protection actors needs to be scaled up in the northern part of Dara’a and 
Quneitra governorates when access becomes available. Although several partners are ready to scale up 
the response, lack of funding is a major challenge.  

 Jordan Hub: An ad-hoc Protection Working Group meeting was held on 3 July with the aim of understanding 
current partner capacity and respective ongoing and/or suspended activities in southern Syria in light of the 
current emergency. In terms of response, 580 dignity kits have been distributed to women and girls at the 
Al-Nasib border area, and GBV emergency response in Quneitra has begun.  

Other key activities:  

 Turkey Hub: The Protection Cluster, and Child Protection, GBV, and Mine Action sub-clusters continued 
emergency response service provision for civilians displaced to northern Syria from Rural Damascus, Homs, 
and Hama governorates. Six cluster members provided 6,900 interventions to IDPs and affected host 
community members, providing protection services in 24 communities within 12 sub-districts in Idleb and 
Aleppo governorates, reaching around 6,500 individuals. The main services provided between 11 June and 
2 July include psychological first aid, psychosocial support, distribution of dignity kits, and mine risk 
education. Cluster members also provided child protection and GBV case management, referring individuals 
for more specialized services, and family tracing support. Members reported high levels of psychosocial 
distress among girls, boys, women and men. 

 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

Response and availabilities in north-west Syria:  

 Turkey Hub: A total of 964 IDPs are being hosted in the A’zaz reception centre, 820 in the Mezanaz 
reception centre, and 487 in the Maaret Elekhwan reception centre in north-west Syria. The Al Bab reception 
centre is currently not hosting any IDPs. The capacity of these four reception centres is expected to increase 
up to 9,100 individuals with the establishment of additional rubb halls. All IDP needs are being covered 
across these centres. Based on a collaboration between CCCM and SNFI clusters, the available shelter 
space (in and out of camps) in north-west Syria was mapped. Planned and current available spaces for new 
IDPs are estimated at around 24,000. An online shelter availability dashboard can be accessed here.  

Other key activities:  

 Turkey Hub: The contingency stock that is funded by the Turkey Humanitarian Fund was replenished with 
3,000 family tents. These tents will be allocated to organisations targeting newly arrived IDPs to CCCM 
registered sites in north-west Syria and for the upcoming winterization programme.   

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI) 

South-west Syria response:  

 Jordan Hub: A Shelter/NFI operational meeting took place on 28 June to discuss the planned and ongoing 
response to the unfolding emergency in southern Syria. Shelter and NFI needs are well beyond available 
stocks and capacity and these needs are anticipated to increase further. Various rapid needs assessments 
have highlighted that shelter and NFI materials are among the most important needs of the displaced 
population and host communities. 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYzUyNGEzYzgtMzNkYS00MmZhLWEyYWItZTE3ZmJlOGZiMzQ0IiwidCI6IjdhNTE3MDMzLTE1ZGYtNDQ1MC04ZjMyLWE5ODJmZTBhYTEyNSIsImMiOjh9
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 Jordan Hub: The Shelter/NFI sector is responding to the basic needs of the displaced population through 
the provision of NFI kits, shelter materials (including basic and extended shelter kits) and multi-purpose 
emergency cash grants in Dara’a and Quneitra governorates. As of 3 July, the Shelter/NFI sector distributed 
shelter and NFI materials to approximately 47,000 individuals in non-government controlled areas in 
southern Syria.  

 Syria Hub: The shelter needs of those living in collective shelters and IDP sites in government controlled 
areas are being assessed; other potential sites, including options for collective shelters, are also being 
assessed. The available shelter items including shelter kits and tents (family-size and big-size tents) can 
cover the shelter needs of more than 67,000 individuals. Through the Damascus hub, there is some 
prepositioning of NFI materials in government controlled areas of southern Syria. 


