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This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 17 APRIL 2018)1 

 1,448,919 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 1,363,325 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Idleb (394,381), Hama 
(252,505), Deir-Ez-Zor (251,789), Ar-Raqqa (226,631), Aleppo (148,459), Homs (31,947), Al-
Hassakeh (13,470), Lattakia (1,540) governorates, northern Syria. This also includes around 42,600 
displacements under verification. Around 6,000 displacements were recorded so far in April 2018, 
primarily from Idleb and Aleppo governorates.  

o 85,594 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria, to northern Syria. This includes some 65,000 cross-line displacements from eastern 
Ghouta to northern Syria between 13 March and 17 April. 
 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 The second conference on “Supporting the future of Syria and the region”, co-chaired by the EU and the 
UN, is taking place in Brussels from 24-25 April. In a statement (24 April), the UN urgently called for 
increased support for vulnerable Syrians, refugees, and host communities.  

 Sources reported that bombardment in an enclave south of Damascus continued. Extremist and other 
armed opposition fighters had reportedly agreed to an evacuation on 20 April, but fighting continued after 
some extremist fighters rejected the agreement.  

 Around 158,000 individuals have left eastern Ghouta either to IDP sites in Rural Damascus or to north-west 
Syria. Meanwhile, an estimated 137,000 individuals remain displaced from Afrin district primarily to the Tall 
Refaat, Nubol, Zahraa and Fafin areas as a result of military operations that began on 20 January.  

 The Syria Humanitarian Fund allocated US$16.3 million to 21 projects to respond to the needs of people 
displaced from eastern Ghouta and Afrin. 

 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

Response to displacement from eastern Ghouta: 

 Syria Hub: Partners are visiting the collective shelters hosting IDPs from eastern Ghouta in Rural Damascus 
on a daily basis to identify protection needs, organize referrals, and to inform evidence-based advocacy. 
Legal aid support on civil status documentation continued to be provided to IDPs through a specialized 
national legal partner. A team of 30 lawyers and outreach volunteers have visited several sites. Most of the 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-chiefs-call-increased-support-vulnerable-syrians-and-region-brussels
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria/syrian-army-targets-south-damascus-insurgent-enclave-idUSKBN1HU16E
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-fund-allocates-over-us16-million-respond-east-ghouta


interventions (42%) related to procedures for issuance of ID cards, followed by marriages and connected 
birth registration (24%), and birth registration (20%). Child protection activities also continued in all sites 
with a combination of awareness activities, recreational activities, and psychosocial first aid in Child Friendly 
Spaces. Due to the identified high presence of persons with physical disabilities still present in the sites, as 
well as old persons with mobility challenges, at least two protection actors have started to provide mobility 
devices in three sites. Since the beginning of the crisis, an emergency gender-based violence (GBV) 
response has been implemented in the various sites by partners in the GBV sub-sector. 

 Turkey Hub: The Protection Cluster, Child Protection, GBV, and Mine Action Sub-Cluster members 
expanded their emergency service provision to A’zaz, Al Bab and Jarablus districts (Aleppo Governorate). 
Between 9-20 April, five Cluster members provided 3,572 protection interventions to IDPs who arrived from 
eastern Ghouta and affected host community members, providing services in both temporary reception sites 
as well as in nine communities, reaching 2,567 individuals (901 girls, 774 boys, 861 women, and 31 men). 
In line with the Cluster’s emergency response package, the main services protection actors provided include 
psychological first aid, psychosocial support, dignity kits distribution, and mine risk education. Cluster 
members are also referring individuals to specialised mental health and psychosocial support, GBV, and 
child protection services. The Child Protection Family Tracing and Reunification Taskforce has identified, 
reunified and started tracing of unaccompanied and separated children from eastern Ghouta.  

Response to displacement from Afrin:  

 Syria Hub: Several missions of protection agencies to Tell Refaat and surrounding areas highlighted that 
protection risks continue to affect several categories of IDPs with specific needs being hosted in collective 
shelters, in makeshift accommodation, and in IDP camps that have been set up near Tel Refaat and Fafin. 
Protection needs remain associated with the lack of sufficient suitable accommodation and privacy; the lack 
of access to adequate services; the effects on the individuals of earlier exposure to hostilities; and the 
constricted options for IDPs in choosing their intended destination, including moving forward towards Aleppo 
city or returning to Afrin. Protection actors from Aleppo continued their response in all areas of interventions. 
Three partners in Nubul, four in Zahra, six in Tel Refaat, and initial mobile presence in Fafin are providing 
protection interventions to the displaced population. Activities continue to be delivered through mobile 
facilities and mobile teams in Tel Refaat and surrounding areas, while in Nubul and Zahraa the response is 
also relying on pre-existing facilities.  

Other key activities: 

 Turkey Hub: The Protection Cluster, Child Protection, GBV, and Mine Action Sub-Clusters members 
continued their emergency service provision for IDPs, including those recently arrived from eastern Ghouta, 
currently residing in Idleb and western rural Aleppo. Between 17-23 April, 12 Cluster members provided 
over 2,000 protection interventions in 14 sub-district serving 25 communities in Idleb and Aleppo, reaching 
1,286 individuals (420 girls, 431 boys, 238 women, and 197 men). The main services provided include 
psychological first aid, psychosocial support, and mine risk education. 

 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

Response to displacement from eastern Ghouta:  

 Turkey Hub: Between 13 March and 20 April, the CCCM Cluster tracked the arrival of over 65,000 IDPs 
from eastern Ghouta towards Idleb, west Aleppo, and northern Hama governorates (see attached map). Of 
these, 12,860 IDPs were received in CCCM reception centres in Maaret Elekhwan (Idleb Governorate), 
Mezanaz, Al Bab and A’zaz (Aleppo Governorate). Other large arrivals were tracked in Ariha, Ma’arrat An 
Nu’man, Maaret Tamsrin (Idleb) and Atareb communities (Aleppo).  

 Turkey Hub: A total of 1,324 IDPs are currently being hosted in the A’zaz reception centre, 1,148 in the Al 
Bab reception centre, 794 in the Mezanaz reception centre, and 771 in the Maaret Elekhwan reception 
centre. All needs are being covered for IDPs residing in reception centres. Recent arrivals have been 
directed mainly towards northern Aleppo Governorate. Previously displaced individuals in Idleb and 
surrounding areas have been recently leaving the centres for other shelters, particularly in Daret Azza, 
Jandairis (Aleppo Governorate) and Idleb sub-districts. Available spaces in sites and other locations are 
extremely limited. The CCCM Cluster, in collaboration with the SNFI Cluster, continues to respond to arrivals 



from eastern Ghouta and prepare for potential additional arrivals. Based on a collaboration between CCCM 
and SNFI Clusters, the available shelter space (in and out of camps) in north-west Syria was mapped. 
Planned and current available spaces for new IDPs are estimated at around 34,000. An online shelter 
availability dashboard can be found here. 

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI) 

Response to displacement from eastern Ghouta:  

 Syria Hub: All IDP sites in Rural Damascus remain overcrowded with an average occupancy rate of over 
200 per cent. Even after the completion of all ongoing works, including the establishment of two new sites, 
the IDP sites will remain overcrowded unless individuals are allowed to move out of the IDP sites. So far 
more than 39,000 IDPs have benefitted from different shelter interventions in different IDP sites and another 
6,950 IDPs will benefit from ongoing shelter interventions, once completed. Over 470,000 various NFIs 
including blankets, mattresses, kitchen sets, hygiene kits, jerry cans, plastic sheets, solar lamps, clothing, 
sleeping bags, and sleeping mats have been distributed to the affected population in collective shelters. 

 Turkey Hub: SNFI Cluster members have assisted over 37,900 IDPs from eastern Ghouta in north-west 
Syria with NFIs. In addition, over 9,000 IDPs were reached with shelter assistance. The SNFI Cluster is also 
working with the CCCM Cluster to map out the available shelter space in north-west Syria (see above).  

Response to displacement from Afrin:  

 Syria Hub: One partner has so far delivered 1,400 shelter kits, including 600 to Nubul and Zahraa, and 800 
to Tal Refaat. Two partners have already finished installing over 200 shelter units in Nubul which will benefit 
around 420 families. In total, NFI Sector partners have distributed nearly 400,000 NFIs to the affected 
population in Nubol, Zahraa, and Tall Refaat, including hygiene kits, plastic sheeting, mattresses, kitchen 
sets, jerry cans, solar lamps, and clothing.  

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYzUyNGEzYzgtMzNkYS00MmZhLWEyYWItZTE3ZmJlOGZiMzQ0IiwidCI6IjdhNTE3MDMzLTE1ZGYtNDQ1MC04ZjMyLWE5ODJmZTBhYTEyNSIsImMiOjh9


 


