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This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 10 APRIL 2018)1 

 1,594,177 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 1,513,805 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Idleb (411,401), Ar-Raqqa 
(295,834), Hama (285,655), Deir-Ez-Zor (253,035), Aleppo (175,497), Homs (34,770), Al-Hassakeh 
(13,470), Lattakia (1,540) governorates, northern Syria. This also includes around 42,600 
displacements under verification. Around 8,000 displacements were recorded in March 2018, 
primarily from Hama, Aleppo and Idleb governorates.  

o 80,372 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria, to northern Syria. This includes some 65,000 cross-line displacements from eastern 
Ghouta to northern Syria between 13 March and 15 April. 
 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 The UN Secretary-General issued a statement (13 April) following the joint airstrikes by the United States, United 
Kingdom, and France, urging all Member States to show restraint and avoid acts that could escalate the situation.  

 The evacuations from eastern Ghouta have been reportedly completed. A total of more than 155,000 people 
are estimated to have left eastern Ghouta since 9 March. Of these, around 92,000 IDPs went to Rural 
Damascus, where 45,000 IDPs are still being hosted in collective shelters. Meanwhile, around 65,000 
people were evacuated to north-west Syria. 

 An estimated 137,000 individuals remain displaced from Afrin district primarily to the Tall Refaat, Nubol, 
Zahraa and Fafin areas as a result of military operations in Afrin that began on 20 January.  

 Emergency Relief Coordinator Mark Lowcock briefed the Security Council on 17 April, noting that despite the 
Security Council’s demand for cessation of hostilities in resolution 2401, civilians continue to bear the cost of 
intense military activity by parties to the conflict. 

 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

Response to displacement from eastern Ghouta: 

 Syria Hub: Protection risks and needs of IDPs from eastern Ghouta continue to demand attention and a 
reinforced response. The capacity of the sites remains overstretched, and the available space is insufficient 
to guarantee dignified living conditions. UN Protection agencies are present on the ground on a daily basis 
to identify protection needs, organize referrals and inform evidence-based advocacy. Legal aid support on 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2018-04-13/secretary-generals-statement-syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-82


civil status documentation continues to be provided to IDPs through a specialized national legal partner. 
Child Protection activities also continue in all sites providing a combination of awareness activities, 
recreational activities, and psychosocial first aid. An emergency gender-based violence (GBV) response 
has been implemented in the various sites by four different GBV sub-sector partners. 

 Turkey Hub: The Protection Cluster, Child Protection, GBV, and Mine Action Sub-Cluster members 
continued the provision of emergency services to new IDPs from eastern Ghouta currently residing in Idleb 
and northern Aleppo governorates. Between 10-16 April, 15 Cluster members provided 7,935 protection 
interventions in 39 communities in Idleb and Aleppo, reaching 4,148 individuals. 

Response to displacement from Afrin:  

 Syria Hub: Protection services continue to reach population from Afrin currently displaced in Nubol, Zahraa, 
Tall Refaat, and surrounding areas. Protection risks and needs remain associated with the lack of suitable 
accommodation and privacy; the lack of access to adequate services; the effects of earlier exposure to 
hostilities; and restrictions on freedom of movement, including moving towards Aleppo city or returning to 
Afrin. Protection actors from Aleppo continue their response in all areas of interventions. Activities continue 
to be delivered through mobile facilities and mobile teams in Tall Refaat and surrounding areas, while in 
Nubol and Zahraa the response is relying on existing operational facilities. 

Other key activities:  

 Turkey Hub: In line with the Cluster’s emergency response package, the main services provided by 
protection actors included psychological first aid for 548 girls, 577 boys, 306 women and 252 men; 
psychosocial support for 499 girls, 602 boys, 65 women, and 51 men; dignity kits distribution for 125 girls 
and 379 women; and mine risk education for 698 girls, 627 boys, 423 women, and 311 men. GBV survivors 
and child protection cases were referred to specialized services. The Child Protection Family Tracing and 
Reunification Taskforce has identified, reunified, and started tracing unaccompanied and separated children 
from eastern Ghouta. During the first week of April, seven Cluster members conducted rapid protection 
monitoring, speaking to 418 individuals in Idleb and Aleppo governorates.  

 Jordan Hub: The March Population monitoring Initiative (PMI) report is being finalized. Displacement in 
March 2018 peaked with just over 15,000 displacements recorded, largely related to the mid-month 
airstrikes. Trickle displacements also continued representing just over 1,700 of the displacements. IDP 
returns were very minimal in March, with around 400 individuals in nine villages returning. 

 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

Response to displacement from eastern Ghouta: 

 Turkey Hub: Between 13 March and 15 April, the CCCM Cluster tracked the arrival of 64,870 IDPs from 
eastern Ghouta towards Idleb, west Aleppo, and northern Hama governorates. Of these, 10,041 IDPs were 
received in CCCM reception centres in Maaret Elekhwan (Idleb Governorate), Mezanaz, Al Bab, and A’zaz 
(Aleppo Governorate). Other large arrivals were tracked in Ariha, Ma’arrat An Nu’man (Idleb Governorate) 
and Atareb communities (Aleppo Governorate).  

Other key activities:  

 Turkey Hub: The Al Bab reception centre is now operating at full capacity, hosting 2,010 IDPs. Currently, 
a total of 1,598 IDPs are being hosted in the A’zaz reception centre, 893 in the Mezanaz reception centre, 
and 494 in the Maaret Elekhwan reception centre. All needs are being covered across these reception 
centres. Recent new arrivals have been directed mainly towards northern Aleppo governorate (particularly 
Al Bab, A’zaz and Suran sub-districts). Meanwhile, previously displaced individuals in Idleb and surrounding 
areas have recently been leaving the reception centres for other shelters, particularly in Daret Azza, 
Jandairis (Aleppo Governorate) and Idleb sub-districts. Available spaces in sites and other locations are 
extremely limited. The CCCM Cluster, in collaboration with the Shelter and NFI Cluster, continues to 
respond to the arrivals from eastern Ghouta and is preparing for possible additional arrivals. Based on a 
collaboration between CCCM and SNFI clusters, the available shelter space (in and out of camps) in north-
west Syria was mapped out. Currently available and planned shelter spaces are estimated to be enough for 
around 50,000 IDPs. An online shelter availability dashboard is available here.   

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYzUyNGEzYzgtMzNkYS00MmZhLWEyYWItZTE3ZmJlOGZiMzQ0IiwidCI6IjdhNTE3MDMzLTE1ZGYtNDQ1MC04ZjMyLWE5ODJmZTBhYTEyNSIsImMiOjh9


 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI) 

Response to displacement from eastern Ghouta:  

 Syria Hub: Over 45,000 IDPs from eastern Ghouta are currently being hosted in eight IDP sites in Rural 
Damascus Governorate. Shelter Sector partners have been providing emergency shelter assistance 
through the repair, rehabilitation, and upgrading of existing building structures; the installation of tents and 
rubb halls; and the construction of emergency shelters and sheds. So far, over 39,000 IDPs have benefitted 
from shelter interventions provided by eight Shelter Sector partners. Two new sites are being developed to 
host IDPs. In addition, partners in the NFI Sector have distributed 472,326 NFIs in the collective shelters, 
including blankets, mattresses, kitchen sets, hygiene kits, jerry cans, plastic sheeting, solar lamps, clothing, 
and sleeping bags.  

 Turkey Hub: In order to respond to the shelter needs of the newly arrived IDPs from eastern Ghouta to 
north-west Syria, the SNFI Cluster estimated it would need an additional USD 1.3 million allocated 
specifically to shelter interventions. SNFI Cluster members remain fully mobilized and the NFI response 
continues in both in IDP sites, reception centres, and in urban areas. In total, Cluster members have assisted 
over 37,900 IDPs from eastern Ghouta with NFIs. In addition, over 9,000 IDPs were reached with shelter 
assistance. Potential supplementary shelter space for 28,000 individuals is under preparation.  

Response to displacement from Afrin:  

 Syria Hub: Shelter partners have finished the installation of 100 shelter kits in mosques and hangars in 
Nubol and Zahraa. Partners are also working on the assessment of five unfinished buildings in Tall Refaat, 
to which IDPs might be relocated. One partner assessed 700 houses in Tall Refaat and will start installing 
shelter kits. One thousand family tents have also been delivered to Aleppo as a contingency measure. In 
total, NFI Sector partners have distributed 396,172 NFIs to the affected population in Nubol, Zahraa, and 
Tall Refaat, including hygiene kits, plastic sheeting, mattresses, kitchen sets, jerry cans, solar lamps, and 
clothing.  

 Turkey Hub: One partner sent 4,000 emergency NFI kits to assist 20,000 people in Afrin district. After the 
de-confliction of routes, distributions started on 29 March in rural Afrin. Between 29 March and 13 April, 
over 1,700 kits have been distributed to assist 8,710 people in Afrin and Bulbul sub-districts, and basic 
protection information was collected for the Protection Monitoring Task Force (PMTF). 

  



 


