
 

 

 

Norwegian Refugee Council Supports Vulnerable Populations in 

Northern Mali, Strengthen Resilience 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawa Walet Halid, widow and mother of four, lives in the remote village of Synah Ballah, 

in the Gao region of Eastern Mali. When her husband passed away in 2015, she was left 

alone with no one to provide for her and her children. “I could not meet the needs of my 

children such as feeding them, sending them to school and accessing health services,” 

Halid said. 

Today, Halid is accessing access food easily after the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 

opened a cereal bank in her village to help families buy grain at low cost, especially during 

the lean season when grain prices skyrocket in the open market.  

Cereal banks are community warehouses used to buy grain during the harvest period. It is 

then stocked and sold throughout the year with a small profit cushion to provide funds to 

restock the following year.  

Seyna Bellah’s cereal bank is one of two warehouses opened in 2017 by NRC thanks to 

funds from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency. The second 

cereal bank was opened in the village of Tassirist, in the eastern region of Ménaka. 

Additionally, NRC helped with the installation of solar market gardens, and offered 

agricultural production and processing trainings. It also trained villagers to create and lead 

saving groups that save and then lend out the accumulated savings to each other.  

Both cereal banks – each storing 21 tons of grain - aim to improve food supply to vulnerable 

populations during lean seasons when grain prices go up. This approach, community-

based and sustainable, aims to ensure the flow of agricultural products during the harvest 

(purchase of surplus by the grain bank) and the purchase of farming products at an 

attractive cost during lean season (sale of grain). 

In 2018, NRC will develop similar activities in other localities to strengthen the resilience of 

vulnerable populations in Northern Mali so they can soon become self-reliant. 

 


