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This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 27 FEBRUARY 2018)1 

 1,548,960 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 1,525,451 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Idleb (361,116), Ar-Raqqa 
(314,304), Hama (279,503), Deir-Ez-Zor (254,746), Aleppo (222,402), Homs (35,601), Al-Hassakeh 
(13,636), Lattakia (1,540) governorates, northern Syria. This also includes around 42,600 
displacements under verification. Nearly 62,000 displacements were recorded in February 2018, with 
the large majority from Idleb Governorate.  

o 23,509 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 On 24 February, the UN Security Council unanimously adopted resolution 2401 (2018) demanding parties 
to Syrian conflict to cease hostilities without delay for at least 30 consecutive days, ensuring a “durable 
humanitarian pause” to enable weekly humanitarian aid deliveries and medical evacuations of the critically 
sick and wounded. 

 On 5 March, a UN inter-agency mission to deliver assistance to people in Douma, in eastern Ghouta, had 
to turn back before unloading all supplies due to escalating violence and insecurity. Airstrikes and shelling 
in Douma and shelling of Damascus continued for hours while the inter-agency convoy was delivering food 
for 27,500 people, in addition to health and nutrition supplies.  

 On 6 March, the UN Secretary-General expressed concern about continued reports of attacks throughout 
the besieged enclave of eastern Ghouta, as well as reports of shelling of Damascus. The Secretary-General 
called on all parties to immediately allow safe and unimpeded access for humanitarian deliveries, and to 
fully implement Security Council resolution 2401 without delay.  

 In Idleb Governorate in north-west Syria, fighting continues to kill and injure civilians, destroy civilian 
infrastructure, and result in large population movements. The UN has also received reports of civilian deaths 
and injuries in Afrin (Aleppo Governorate), as well as restrictions on civilian movement as a result of ongoing 
military operations there. 

 

 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13221.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/noon-briefing-highlight?date%5Bvalue%5D%5Bdate%5D=06%20March%202018
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/noon-briefing-highlight?date%5Bvalue%5D%5Bdate%5D=06%20March%202018
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2018-03-06/statement-attributable-spokesman-secretary-general-eastern-ghouta
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/statement-panos-moumtzis-regional-humanitarian-coordinator-syria-3


UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 As displacement from Idleb and Aleppo governorates continues, the Protection Cluster, Child Protection, 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and Mine Action sub-Clusters in the Turkey Hub continue to provide 
emergency services in northern Syria. Thirteen Cluster members provided over 5,300 protection 
interventions to IDPs and affected host community members, reaching 4,260 individuals (1,479 girls, 1,743 
boys, 673 women, and 365 men) between 16 February until 23 February across 15 sub-districts in Idleb 
and Aleppo. The main services provided include psychological first aid, psychosocial support, and risk 
education. Protection partners remain concerned about safety of civilians and the high levels of 
psychological distress caused by the increased hostilities and overstretched resources in Idleb. 

 The latest Population Monitoring Initiative (PMI) report for southern Syria found that there were limited IDP 
movements in January 2018. Just over 2,700 people returned to 23 villages, while 2,550 people were newly 
displaced to 25 villages. However, internal displacement remains large and protracted. In Dar’a and 
Quneitra governorates, over 330,000 people continue to live in protracted internal displacement. Surveyed 
IDP communities indicated that food, shelter, and livelihoods were among their greatest and most immediate 
concerns. Fifteen per cent of households indicated having no income, and on average households were 
spending more than half of their monthly expenditures on food. Almost one in five households were living in 
substandard shelters where access to heating is a concern. The report also noted that child labour was 
highlighted as a concern for communities. The reported high prevalence is related to a number of factors 
including the absence of caregivers, poor socio-economic conditions, and lack of education opportunities. 
The report found that unaccompanied and separated children are more likely to be found in areas that have 
faced frequent aerial bombardments, and it is more common for children to be separated rather than 
unaccompanied. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster (Turkey Hub) continues to track new arrivals to north-west Syria. Particular influxes have 
been recorded to Dana, Ariha, Idleb and Ma’arrat An Nu’man sub-districts of Idleb Governorate, as well as 
Atareb and Zarbah sub-districts of Aleppo Governorate. CCCM Cluster member agencies are providing 
assistance to households arriving in these locations. Between 1 January and 24 February, the Cluster 
tracked a total of 275,635 displacements to north-west Syria (including departures from any Governorate of 
Syria). The CCCM Cluster continues to follow the situation closely and will share updates with member 
agencies once more information becomes available.  

 As part of the Turkey Humanitarian Fund (THF), the CCCM Cluster in Turkey implemented 11 projects in 
2017 with a total budget of USD 6.68 million. The activities focused on the rehabilitation and upgrade of 
existing basic infrastructure, shelter upgrades, expansion of WASH services, improvement of fire safety 
measures, winterization assistance, and community participation. Over 238,600 IDPs benefitted from these 
activities in both Idleb and Aleppo governorates.  The CCCM Reception Centres in Idleb and Aleppo served 
as the first arrival sites for newly displaced population. A total of 33,200 IDPs were received in these centres 
during 2017. The implementation of various winterization activities benefited over 150,400 IDPs, who now 
have better living conditions and are better equipped to survive harsh winter conditions. Furthermore, 
through the THF contingency stock, 4,300 tents were distributed providing shelter to 25,800 IDPs across 
various informal sites. 

 The CCCM Cluster received an emergency allocation from the THF with an envelope worth USD 1.5 million 
to provide a response to the large ongoing displacements. The Cluster conducted a strategic and technical 
review and approved two separate projects. One project will ensure new tents are provided to the 
contingency stock, while the second project will provide multi-sectoral support to newly established IDP 
sites in order to ensure dignified access to services. 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI) 

 Winter fuel distributions by the SNFI Cluster (Turkey Hub) have been affected by recent fighting in north-
west Syria, causing delays in assistance. 



 


