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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

24 January 2018 

 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 16 JANUARY 2018)1 

 1,480,179 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 1,453,673 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Ar-Raqqa (318,761), 
Aleppo (266,754), Hama (273,607), Deir-Ez-Zor (254,945), Idleb (245,399), Homs (36,067), Al-
Hassakeh (13,667), Lattakia (1,546) governorates, northern Syria. This also includes around 43,000 
new displacements still under verification. The large majority of the new displacements recorded so 
far in January are from Idleb Governorate. 

o 26,506 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 A spokesperson said yesterday (23 January) that the UN is deeply concerned by reports of fighting and 
military operations in Afrin district near the Syria-Turkish border. A number of civilians have reportedly lost 
their lives due to shelling and fighting over the past few days. An estimated 5,000 people from the border 
communities and central parts of Afrin district have reportedly been displaced to nearby villages. Another 
1,000 have reportedly been displaced to Aleppo city neighbourhoods. There are 324,000 men, women and 
children, including 126,000 displaced people, living in the district. 

 The Bab Al-Salameh and Bab Al-Hawa border crossing points between Turkey and Syria reopened today 
(24 January) for both commercial and humanitarian cross-border shipments after UN shipments were 
temporarily put on hold on 20 January due to the security situation.  

 According to media reports, rescue workers in the besieged enclave of eastern Ghouta (near Damascus) 
accused Government forces of using chlorine gas during bombardment in Douma city today. The Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights reported that at least 13 people including women and children had suffered 
suffocation. 

 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster drafted a Syria Response Plan for the new wave of IDPs from northern Hama and 
southern Idleb governorates. The response methodology was divided into two phases. First, an emergency 
response that includes the provision of the most urgent life-saving items in a dignified manner. Second, the 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/noon-briefing-highlight?date%5Bvalue%5D%5Bdate%5D=23%20January%202018
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-ghouta/rescuers-in-rebel-held-syrian-area-accuse-government-of-gas-attack-idUSKBN1FB135
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regular programming phase covering more sustainable and long-term solutions, including, but not limited to 
the establishment of planned camps to accommodate new IDPs. 

 In recent months, the CCCM Cluster tracked a large influx of IDPs from northern Hama into southern Idleb 
Governorate due to renewed clashes in the area. The main destinations of these advances, previously 
Sanjar sub-district, are now Dana sub-district in northern Idleb and Atareb sub-district in western Aleppo, 
as well as other sub-districts in the centre and west of Idleb Governorate. Cluster member agencies are 
providing assistance to households arriving in these locations. A total of 247,765 displacements were 
tracked between 15 December and 22 January (see attached map). The CCCM Cluster continues to share 
new updates with member agencies as more information becomes available. 

 The CCCM Cluster reception centres are ready to host new arrivals from affected areas in northern Hama 
and southern Idleb. Currently, 3,009 IDPs are residing in these centres, which have an overall capacity of 
5,500 individuals. An additional seven sites are ready to host a total of 4,730 IDPs in Idleb Governorate. 
These sites are in need of several items, including cooked meals and ready-to-eat rations, tents, hygiene 
kits, non-food items and adequate latrines. Two new IDP sites for up to 5,650 IDPs are currently being 
established with the support of the CCCM Cluster. Some tents have already been dispatched and WASH 
containers are being installed. 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 The SNFI Cluster (Turkey Hub) continues to receive, consolidate and share with members rapid needs 
assessments on newly arrived IDPs in Idleb Governorate. In total, 138,612 persons of concern have been 
assisted by the SNFI Cluster in December and so far in January.    
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