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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

18 January 2018 

 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 9 JANUARY 2018)1 

 1,435,007 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 1,404,128 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Ar-Raqqa (322,133), 
Aleppo (274,697), Hama (266,067), Deir-Ez-Zor (255,744), Idleb (189,477), Homs (36,615), Al-
Hassakeh (13,738), Lattakia (1,581) governorates, northern Syria. This includes around 44,000 new 
displacements still under verification. The majority of the new displacements recorded in December 
2017 and January 2018 are from Idleb and Hama governorates. 

o 30,879 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 Hostilities between Syrian Government forces and armed opposition groups continue in southern rural Idleb, 
northern rural Hama and southern rural Aleppo governorates. Areas that have been recently taken by Syrian 
Government forces remain inaccessible for humanitarians due to ongoing hostilities.   

 According to media reports, Turkish President Erdoğan has warned of imminent military offensives on two 
Kurdish-held areas in north-west Syria (Menbij and Afrin in Aleppo Governorate). 

 The UN in Syria issued a statement (17 January) urging all parties to prevent further violence and enable 
humanitarian organizations to access and assist people in need. The UN also reiterated the need to facilitate 
medical evacuation of critically ill people, notably in the besieged areas of eastern Ghouta (near Damascus), 
and Foah and Kafraya (Idleb Governorate). 

 The UN said (15 January) it remains concerned over the hostilities in the besieged enclave of eastern 
Ghouta. The increased fighting has resulted in civilian deaths and injuries and impacted many of the 400,000 
people besieged inside the area. Shelling reportedly resulted in restricted movement between towns, the 
suspension of school exams and limited access to local markets. At the same time, mortar attacks continue 
to be reported on eastern neighbourhoods in Damascus, causing injuries among civilians. 

 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 The Protection Cluster in northern Syria (Turkey Hub) has provided 16,279 interventions to IDPs and host 
community members in 29 communities within nine sub-districts in Idleb and Aleppo governorates, reaching 
8,664 individuals since 1 January 2017. The main interventions include psychological first aid, distribution 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-42706492
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/statement-un-syria-civilians-impacted-increase-hostilities-enar
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/noon-briefing-highlight?date%5Bvalue%5D%5Bdate%5D=15%20January%202018
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of dignity kits, child protection and gender-based violence (GBV) case management, referrals to specialized 
services, and initiating family tracing.  

 The Population Monitoring Initiative for southern Syria (Jordan Hub) published its report and dataset 
covering December 2017. The report finds comparatively low numbers of IDP returns and of new 
displacement. There were around 2,400 IDPs returning to villages in Dar’a and Quneitra in December 2017, 
constituting a 50 per cent decrease in returns compared to November 2017. Meanwhile, around 1,000 newly 
displaced individuals were recorded across 15 villages, the majority due to continued unrest in the Yarmouk 
valley.   

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster has tracked a large influx of IDPs from northern Hama into southern Idleb Governorate 
in recent months due to renewed clashes in the area. The main destinations of these advances, previously 
Sanjar sub-district in Idleb, is now Dana sub-district in northern Idleb, as well as other sub-districts in the 
centre and west of Idleb Governorate. Cluster member agencies are providing assistance to households 
arriving in these locations.  A total of 212,140 displacements were recorded between 15 December and 15 
January (see attached map). The CCCM Cluster continues to follow the situation closely and will share new 
updates with member agencies once more information becomes available. 

 CCCM Cluster reception centres are ready to host new arrivals from affected areas in northern Hama and 
southern Idleb. Currently, 2,309 IDPs are residing in these centres, which have an overall capacity of 3,500 
individuals. A new collective centre and two IDP sites were also set up with a capacity of almost 1,000 
individuals (200 families). These sites are in need of several items, including cooked meals and ready-to-
eat rations, hygiene kits, non-food items and adequate latrines. A new IDP site for up to 2,000 individuals 
(400 families) is currently being established with the support of the CCCM Cluster. Tents have already been 
dispatched and WASH containers are being installed. 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 SNFI partners in the Turkey Hub continue their response to the recent displacement in north-west Syria, 
and 3,200 emergency NFI kits are in the process of being distributed. Shelter absorption capacity in Idleb 
Governorate continues to be among the top priority needs. SNFI Cluster partners in northern Syria are 
planning to target 77,712 individuals in January and a further 24,960 individuals in February with NFI kits, 
blankets, clothing and cash assistance.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1quEC5Avq-tVaBxyiQoyTjnudrmFziG0m/view
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/population-movement-initiative-for-south-syria-december-2017-dataset
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