
What you need to know today 

  

 

HUMANITARIAN 

PROGRAMME IN 

COX’S 

BAZAR 

  

ACTIVITY UPDATE: 

23 December 2017 

 

 

 

 

• A total of 655,000 forcibly-displaced Myanmar nationals have entered Bangladesh since 25 August (Source: 

ISCG report, 21 December) 

• BRAC's total coverage (based on sanitation) is 563,400 people with installation of 14,085 latrines (104 today). 

BRAC ensures access to safe water for 366,840 people through 1,265 shallow tube wells, 83 deep tube wells 

and three ring wells. 3,735 bathing cubicles were set up (53 today); especially for women and adolescent 

girls.  A total of 3,378 latrines have been de-sludged (157 today) and made functional for reusing. 773 latrines 

have been decommissioned. A total of 37,116 hygiene sessions have been conducted. 

• BRAC's 10 primary health centers and 50 satellite clinics have provided 638,108 services (7,178 patients 

today). 78,456 cases of pneumonia (976 today) and 81,051 cases of diarrhoea have been treated (916 

today). BRAC has helped to deliver 398 babies so far and five of them were born today. 

• BRAC helped to vaccinate 14,393 children during the immunisation campaign against diphtheria. 180 BRAC 

volunteers were involved in bringing 82,096 children to government vaccination centres. BRAC has identified 

394 diphtheria cases (13 today) and referred for isolation. 279 health workers and 1,129 programme staff have 

been trained to handle diphtheria cases. BRAC health workers have counseled 14,511 people on diphtheria 

(1,760 today) and a total of 906 hand washing points have been installed. 

• 208,319 blankets and 250,299 sets of clothes have been distributed; especially children and elderly people 

for protection against cold weather. 

• Some 35,829 children received recreational support through 213 child friendly spaces (CFS). 

• 15,855 children have access to 151 learning centres and 300 teachers have been assigned to guide them.  

• 61,711 household visits to disseminate life saving messages have been completed (16,191 today) by 

community mobilisation volunteers. So far, orientation training of 800 volunteers and 107 staff has been 

completed. 
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Community’s resistance 

Sometimes local mosques show resistance towards the child friendly space 

activities. Thus, influential members of the community itself, such as religious leaders 

(imams), need to be engaged in productive discussion to increase understanding of 

the necessity of these activities. Active community membership and productive 

engagement in child protection committees can also play a significant role in opening 

the mindsets of the people. 

 

Access to market 

Rice is availed as a relief item; however, other food items (protein or vegetables) 

need to acquired to ensure a balanced diet. Although many FDMNs have cash, they 

are unable to purchase these additional items as the markets places are far from 

settlement and are hard to access. Another problem is that women do not have a 

way to earn money, as their skills may be limited to what they can produce (e.g. sew 

clothes and sell) and also being unable to utilise the local markets. 

 

 

KEY CHALLENGES 

 
 
 

Shelter materials, such as high-quality tarpaulins; cold 

weather items, including blankets, floor mats, clothes for new 

born baby; fuel for stoves; water storage containers; and 

solar/flash lights.  
 

WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED MOST? 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 



KEEP UP WITH WHAT IS 

HAPPENING ON THE GROUND.  

 

 

Follow us: 

WATCH:  
Girls and women joining forces in Cox’s 

Bazar 

WORKING 
WITH 
OTHERS: 

READ: 

 

 
As of 19 December 2017, a total of 1841 Diphtheria cases 

had been suspected (Source: WHO). BRAC is supporting 

the Ministry of Health, Government of Bangladesh, in 

campaigns to identify, mobilise and vaccinate children and 

adults. Over 14,000 children had been vaccinated at BRAC 

centers. BRAC is also prioritising on building its capacity to 

respond as well as raise awareness among the FDMNs and 

host communities on diphtheria. 

 

 
  

A crisis within a crisis: Tackling 

a diphtheria outbreak in the 

Rohingya makeshift 

settlements 
A diphtheria outbreak in the 

Rohingya makeshift settlements has 

killed 20 people as of December 17, 

2017. With 1,500 suspected cases, 

the number is growing. The 656,000 

Rohingya people who sleep every 

night without electricity, dream in the 

colours of recent trauma and wake 

up to uncertainty, cannot afford to be 

hurt further. See more…. 

http://facebook.com/bracworld
http://twitter.com/bracworld
http://youtube.com/bracworld
http://www.instagram.com/bracworld
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDppU1-kwlk&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDppU1-kwlk&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDppU1-kwlk&t=2s
http://blog.brac.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDppU1-kwlk&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDppU1-kwlk&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDppU1-kwlk&t=2s
http://blog.brac.net/crisis-within-crisis-tackling-diphtheria-outbreak-rohingya-makeshift-settlements/
http://blog.brac.net/crisis-within-crisis-tackling-diphtheria-outbreak-rohingya-makeshift-settlements/
http://blog.brac.net/crisis-within-crisis-tackling-diphtheria-outbreak-rohingya-makeshift-settlements/
http://blog.brac.net/crisis-within-crisis-tackling-diphtheria-outbreak-rohingya-makeshift-settlements/
http://blog.brac.net/crisis-within-crisis-tackling-diphtheria-outbreak-rohingya-makeshift-settlements/
http://blog.brac.net/crisis-within-crisis-tackling-diphtheria-outbreak-rohingya-makeshift-settlements/
http://blog.brac.net/crisis-within-crisis-tackling-diphtheria-outbreak-rohingya-makeshift-settlements/


ESTIMATED TOTAL 

REQUIREMENT  

for six months 

$ 19.8  

million 

Remaining assistance 

required 
$ 0.7 

million 

$ 19.1 

million 

PARTNERS 

• Government of Bangladesh 

 

• Global Fund to fight AIDS, 

Tuberculosis and Malaria 

 

• International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) 

 

• World Food Programme (WFP) 

Join the world’s biggest family. 

Many thanks to friends from around the world 

for over $480,000 in individual donations.  

 

BRAC has also dedicated some of its own 

funds to contribute to this response. 

PEOPLE URGENTLY NEED  

YOUR HELP, TODAY.  

 

While we have already reached over 

600,000 new arrivals with at least one 

critical service, we need your 

support to keep going.  

For more information please contact: 

Committed 

so far  

OPERATIONS  
 

Khaled Morshed 

 

khaled.m@brac.net  

+88 01730321717 
 

 

PROGRAMME 

 
Mohammed Abdus Salam 

 

salam.ad@brac.net 

+880 1709647506  

 

 

PARTNERSHIP 

 

Iffat Nawaz 

 

iffat.nawaz@brac.net 

+88 01708812649 
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