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HIGHLIGHTS
• More than 45 people were 

reportedly killed, including six 
aid workers in an attack by 
armed men in Duk County, 
Jonglei.

• Continued reports of armed 
clashes in multiple locations 
of the country in the past 
weeks, affecting thousands 
of people.

• Women and girls are experi-
encing unprecedented levels 
of violence in South Sudan’s 
conflict. 

• The humanitarian response 
in the Greater Baggari area, 
Wau County continues, 
despite challenges. 

• South Sudan’s conflict has 
left a large number of people 
with disabilities.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.9 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries

2.1 million

No. of people 
food insecure
(Oct-Dec 2017)

4.8 million

FUNDING

$1.2 billion
funding received in 2017*

71% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2017

$1.6 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2017 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Six aid workers killed in Jonglei’s Duk County 
More than 45 people were reportedly killed, including six aid workers working with two 
NGOs, during an attack by armed men in Duk Payuel village, Duk County (Jonglei). 
Reports indicate that another 19 people were injured, including three aid workers. Dur-
ing the attack, houses were burned, and civilian properties looted and destroyed. Nearly 
2.4 metric tons of humanitarian food items were looted and a warehouse was vandalized. 
There are reports of thousands of civilians displaced to the neighbouring village of Pok-
tap. About 55 children and women were reportedly abducted by the attackers and more 
than 1,300 cattle raided. The attack also displaced over 2,000 people from Duk Payuel to 
Poktap, according to findings of a rapid assessment mission.

An NGO has temporarily suspended food security and livelihoods activities in the area to 
reassess the security situation before they resume operations. The only hospital in the 
area has also been closed due to the severe 
impact of the attack on the health workers in 
the facility. Partners undertook an inter-agency 
mission on Monday 4 December to assess the 
situation in Duk Payuel and Poktap, to determine 
how best to respond to the immediate needs of 
the affected people.

The Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan, 
Alain Noudéhou, strongly condemned the at-
tack in a press statement. “It is outrageous that 
civilians and humanitarians providing assistance 
continue to be targeted,” said Mr. Noudéhou. 
“I call on all armed elements to respect civil-
ians and aid workers, wherever they are in the 
country.”

Read more: HC press release -- https://reliefweb.int/node/2350724

Fighting escalates in multiple locations,          
thousands of civilians remain at risk
Armed clashes have continued to be reported in multiple locations in the country, includ-
ing Leer and Mayendit counties in Unity, Ayod County in Jonglei, Yei County in Central 
Equatoria and Mundri County in Western Equatoria in the past weeks, affecting the lives 
of thousands of people. Aid workers have also been forced to withdraw from field loca-
tions due to escalating insecurity and active conflict.

Different episodes of heavy fighting between armed groups took place in Rubkuai in 
Mayendit County and Leer town in Leer County in the last two weeks of November, which 
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Women group at Bentiu Protection of Civilians site. Photo: IOM/Nero.
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caused the relocation of 30 aid 
workers from the areas, while 
thousands of civilians fled their 
homes. In Leer town, the clashes 
forced some civilians to flee to 
the UNMISS temporary protected 
area, while others fled to the 
neighbouring villages. Due to the 
relocation of staff, the provision of 
humanitarian assistance to around 
34,000 people in Leer and sur-
rounding areas has been tempo-
rarily suspended. 

Separately, some 320 new IDPs 
who fled fighting in Pakur, Koch 
County have been registered in 
Bentiu town in Rubkona County. 
More than 3,800 IDPs have also ar-
rived in Kilo Khamseen in Guit County; they fled fighting from Pakur in Koch County. The 
majority of the new arrivals are women and children.

In northern Jonglei, clashes erupted between armed groups in Mogok, Ayod County, on 
17 November, forcing civilians to flee towards Gorwai, Jiech, Padek, and Kharmun areas. 
Two NGOs relocated staff members from Mogok due to the fighting. 

Prior to the fighting, humanitarian partners had ramped up their response in northern Jon-
glei, including sending in emergency staff and supplies to support teams on the ground. 
Distribution of household items in November reached nearly 500 households in Menime 
Payam in Ayod County, and more than 7,800 individuals in Lankien, Nyirol County. Part-
ners also distributed vegetable seeds, hoes and fishing kits to conflict-affected people in 
Akobo, Ayod, Bor South and Uror counties.

In Central Equatoria, armed conflict flared up in Mukaya, Yei County, reportedly result-
ing in civilians being killed and homes looted. Local sources reported that many of the 
residents from Mukaya were hiding in the bushes with no means to get to Yei town or flee 
to neighbouring Uganda, while several hundreds of households arrived in Madile and 
Logobero. The newly displaced people are sheltering in Madile church and in abandoned 
homes in Logobero in the outskirts of Yei town. Distribution of buckets, plastic sheeting, 
water purification tablets and soap to IDPs in Madile and Logobero was completed on 27 
November. 

In Kajo-keji County, three people including a government health worker were killed in an 
ambush in Jale near the border with Uganda. The health worker was working in one of 
the health facilities in Kajo-keji supported by a humanitarian organization. In Mundri East 
and West counties, an ongoing military offensive has been reported in the areas of Lui, 
Kotobi and Bangolo. Unconfirmed reports indicate that civilians have arrived in Mundri 
town while others have moved further into the bushes seeking safety.

Women, girls bearing the brunt of conflict 
During years of hostilities in South Sudan, women and girls have experienced unprec-
edented violence, which has increasingly been recognized as one of the most concerning 
situations of human rights violations in the world. Gender-based violence (GBV), includ-
ing child marriage, is pervasive and endemic, yet it is also grossly under-reported by both 
male and female survivors throughout the country due to fear of retaliation from perpetra-
tors and social stigma. 

Pervasive gender-based violence consists not only of rape or sexual assault, which repre-
sented 18 per cent of the cases in 2017, but also harmful traditional practices, including 
early and/or forced marriages that make up 12 per cent of the cases. The economic situ-
ation has resulted in more families seeking to ease hardships with dowry payments from 

As fighting increases 
in different parts of the 
country, it is taking a 
heavy toll on civilians, 
putting thousands of 
lives at risk.

Figthing in Mayendit 
and Leer counties 
caused the relocation 
of 30 aid workers.
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forced and child marriages. These have had a devastating and life-threatening impact 
on the health, well-being, and economic, social and psychological development of girls, 
limiting their access to education and sexual and reproductive health care, and increasing 
their social isolation. Even before the conflict, 40 per cent of girls were married before the 
age of 18 in South Sudan.

Gender-based violence can result in long-term physical, psychological and social trau-
mas, with devastating impacts that can affect individuals, families and communities for 
decades. In South Sudan, the effects are further compounded by the lack of access to 
appropriate health care and psychological support, taking into account that life-saving 
services and reporting mechanisms are not immediately available to GBV survivors in 
many areas of the country.

This persistent issue was also highlighted by the humanitarian community as a critical 
ongoing challenge in the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview. 

Conflict-related sexual violence is also a serious concern. According to a recent study, 65 
per cent of women and girls experienced physical and/or sexual violence in their lifetime 
in conflict zones of the country, of which 33 per cent experienced sexual violence from a 
non-partner. Therefore, women and girls, particularly in female- and child-headed house-
holds, remain most at risk, and they are most vulnerable to sexual assault while carrying 
out the most basic tasks for the survival of their families, such as collecting firewood and 
water. 

In a recent survey undertaken by humanitarian partners to better understand the GBV 
phenomenon in South Sudan, 48 per cent of the female respondents reported that a 
woman or girl in their household had experienced some form of GBV in the past 12 
months. 

The South Sudan Gender-Based Violence Information Management System (GBVIMS) 
recorded 1,324 GBV cases in the first six months of 2017. However, these are only the tip 
of the iceberg of aggressions that largely go unreported and unchecked. In this context, 
the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence campaign has been launched 
in South Sudan under the theme “Stop Violence Against Women and Girls: End Child 
Marriage Now”. From 25 November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women, to 10 December, Human Rights Day, the campaign galvanizes actions to 
end violence against women and girls around the world. 
Read more: IRC, Global Women’s Institute and CARE report  -- http://bit.ly/2i9XoPr; IOM press 
release on survey results  -- http://bit.ly/2AOnZJb

Humanitarian response continues in Baggari, 
Wau County
The humanitarian response in the Greater Baggari area in Wau County, Western Bahr el 
Ghazal, has continued, despite facing hurdles, since humanitarian partners regained ac-
cess in August 2017. 

On 18 November, an inter-agency assessment and response mission to Mboro and 
Farajallah payams in Baggari area was stopped and denied access at a checkpoint near 
Mboro. However, the humanitarian teams were subsequently allowed access to the area 
the following day, after direct engagement and discussion with authorities in Wau. This 
incident came just a few days after a Republican Order was issued for free, unimpeded 
and unhindered movement of humanitarian convoys to reach people in need across the 
country. 

During the mission, humanitarian partners provided food rations to 16,700 people (5,200 
in Mboro and 11,500 in Farajallah), assessed protection issues, and distributed house-
hold items, including washing soap, sanitary clothes, sleeping mats, kitchen sets, mos-
quito nets and blankets. 

Partners also conducted a food security assessment and a nutrition screening, and 

About 16,700 people 
received food assis-
tance in Baggari area 
in November.
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provided nutritional supplies. The preliminary results of the screening showed a slight 
improvement in the nutritional status from the latest assessment. 

According to the latest Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) update, 10 
per cent of the population in Baggari area is projected to be in Humanitarian Catastrophe 
(IPC Phase 5) as a result of the prolonged conflict, irregular humanitarian access since 
2016, displacement and extreme depletion of livelihoods.Conditions of people living in 
IPC Phase 5 are expected to persist in some locations of Wau County until March 2018. 

The analysis notes that the food security situation could deteriorate further if access is 
limited or inconsistent. 

People with disabilities struggle to access         
assistance, face unique risks
South Sudan’s conflict has left a large number of people with disabilities, which result in 
not only physical challenges in people’s lives, but also psychological trauma, and social, 
economic and political isolation.

People with disabilities in South Sudan face greater risks of being caught up in fighting as 
they struggle to flee attacks. They also have greater challenges in accessing needed hu-
manitarian assistance, from food distributions to using hygiene infrastructures, especially 
those who have sought refuge in some of the remote and hard-to-reach areas.

In compliance with the “Charter on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian 
Action” launched during the World Humanitarian Summit in 2016, and in an overarching 
effort to leave no one behind, humanitarian organizations in South Sudan are implement-
ing targeted interventions to address the unique needs of disabled people, who are esti-
mated to number over a million—of which around 250,000 are displaced and experience 
greater vulnerability to the violence of the conflict and other related threats. 

Specific interventions include distributions of mobility aids, support for emergency rehabil-
itation and psychosocial support for survivors of traumatic events. Humanitarians are also 
endeavouring to ensure that vulnerable groups are able to access general assistance, 
such as health services, water, food or 
livelihoods, including through sending 
mobile teams out to some of the hard-
est-to-reach areas of the country, bring-
ing assistance to those most in need. 

As part of the annual observance of the 
International Day of Disabled Persons 
on 3 December, humanitarian partners 
in South Sudan have continued to ad-
vocate with all the parties to the conflict 
to spare the most vulnerable from the 
scourge of conflict, in line with their ob-
ligations under international humanitar-
ian law to protect civilians and ensure 
special respect and protection for the 
elderly, disabled and infirm. 

People with disabilities 
in South Sudan face 
greater risks of being 
caught up in fighting, 
as they struggle to flee 
attacks.

Joseph Wani, a disabiled, received support through a project 
funded by the South Sudan Humantarian Fund in Torit. 
Photo: Handicap International.


