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Opening Remarks:  

Good morning and thanks for attending this press conference … it’s good to see you 

again. 

I would like to update you on three key issues today; my meeting with President Kiir this 

week regarding the Paul Malong issue; the renewal of the UNMISS mandate and the 

Protection of Civilians sites that were established by the Mission. 

I’d also like to comment briefly on a recent trip I took to Akobo.   

[Meeting with President Kiir] 

I met President Kiir on Tuesday afternoon, one of our regular meetings; where we 

discussed the successful resolution of the Paul Malong situation. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to praise the role played by the Concerned Citizens’ 

Committee for Peace, which acted as a mediator between Mr Malong and the 

Government.   

Throughout these negotiations, UNMISS has been in contact with a broad range of 

people involved in the situation. I have been in constant contact with the acting 

chairperson of the committee, Dr Francis Deng – whose diplomatic abilities were 

instrumental in bringing about a peaceful conclusion to this issue. 

This peaceful conclusion came down simply to the choice of putting South Sudan and 

stability in Juba before all other concerns. We are grateful for the statesman-like way in 

which the situation was resolved.  

The President and I also touched on the importance of the presidential order he has just 

issued on humanitarian access. This, we hope, will better serve the interests of the 6.2 

million South Sudanese who need relief aid of one sort or another by ensuring that 

humanitarian agencies are actually able to get to them.  We will, as usual, continue to 

monitor progress.  

 

 



In addition, we discussed what is known as the Strategic Review.  

A review team is due to arrive from UN Headquarters in New York at the end of the 

month, to look at the situation in South Sudan and to consult with a wide range of 

people, including the government, the international and humanitarian communities as 

well as UNMISS.  

This team will also spend two days in Addis Ababa, where it will meet with other South 

Sudanese groups including the opposition. 

The Strategic Review team will report back to the UN Secretary-General who in turn 

reports to the Security Council.  

Its findings will help inform the decision the Security Council will make on the renewal 

of the UNMISS mandate …. which brings me to my second point. 

[Renewal of the UNMISS mandate] 

The current UNMISS mandate expires on 15 December 2017.  I’d like to reiterate that 

it’s the 15-member Security Council based in New York, which decides whether or what 

the mandate will be and not us here in UNMISS.  

As the Strategic Review will be coming out in the next couple of weeks, we are hopeful 

that the meetings that they have here and the findings that they have will be able to 

inform the Security Council as part of the mandate renewal.  

I am personally committed to ensure there is a broad consultation process in which 

South Sudan is involved. 

[Protection of Civilians sites] 

I’d like to update you on the number of people living in our Protection of Civilians or 

POC sites. Currently, there are just under 213,000 people in six locations across the 

country. 

The number has fluctuated depending on the security situation, but the trend now is 

showing a slow decline.  

It’s important to reiterate that these POCs exist to shelter South Sudanese people who 

believe they face the threat of physical violence and who genuinely fear for their lives.  

It is also important to note that the government has the primary responsibility to protect 

its own people and the POCs, to remind everyone, were never intended as long-term 

solutions to the displacement crisis. Overwhelmingly, residents say they are keen to 

return home and restart their lives.  

We are far from the conditions for safe return in many parts of South Sudan. 



However, a number of joint initiatives are underway in Bentiu, Wau, Melut and Bor to 

create safe environments so families can return home if they choose to.  

UNMISS works closely with humanitarian partners, community groups and the local 

authorities to ensure services are available outside the POCs so that people move outside 

the POCs and they still have services to go to. We will also support South Sudan security 

services to create a better environment.  

We need to make the most of these opportunities to help return IDPs to their homes as 

long as it is voluntary, dignified and safe. 

[Akobo] 

Lastly, I’d like to briefly mention Akobo, where I travelled earlier this month. 

I went to listen to the needs of the community, the local authorities and the 10 to 15 

humanitarian agencies which are working there.  

Around 71,000 displaced people are currently living in Akobo and the surrounding area. 

It’s clear that their needs are immense; UNMISS is now looking at ways of extending a 

presence in the town.  

The UNMISS mandate is to protect civilians and support the delivery of humanitarian 

aid, so it was also important to hear from the humanitarian agencies there how the 

presence of peacekeepers and other mission personnel can help. 

As you know, Akobo lies in an opposition-held part of South Sudan.  

As UNMISS we need to reach communities in need in all parts of the country, regardless 

of their ethnic or political background.  

We are looking currently at the ways in which we can better support those communities. 

As that comes to the fore, we can come back and brief you more thoroughly later on.  

Thank you and I’m happy to take questions. 

 

For media enquiries, please contact 
UNMISS Spokesperson, Daniel Dickinson 

dickinsond@un.org, unmiss-spokesperson@un.org 
Tel: +211 912 177 770 

Find us on Social Media   Radio Miraya Facebook   Radio Miraya Twitter 

Facebook       Twitter      YouTube 

United Nations Mission in South Sudan – Communications & Public Information Section 
https://unmiss.unmissions.org 

mailto:dickinsond@un.org
mailto:unmiss-spokesperson@un.org
http://www.facebook.com/radiomiraya
https://twitter.com/RadioMiraya
http://on.fb.me/1a3q1RC
https://twitter.com/unmissmedia
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNMISSTV1/
https://unmiss.unmissions.org/
http://on.fb.me/1a3q1RC
https://twitter.com/unmissjuba
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNMISSTV1/

