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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

4 October 2017 

 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 27 SEPTEMBER 2017)1 

 948,637 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 911,109 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (334,257), Ar-Raqqa 
(306,317), Hama (143,008), Idleb (50,408), Homs (35,773), Deir-Ez-Zor (27,818), Al-Hassakeh 
(11,987), Lattakia (1,541) governorates, northern Syria. This includes nearly 39,000 new 
displacements recorded in September alone, with the majority from Hama (18,138), Idleb (8,046) and 
Ar-Raqqa (6,115) governorates. 

o 37,528 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 As of 27 September 2017, the United Nations estimates that around 2.98 million people in need of 
assistance live in hard-to-reach areas in Syria, including 419,920 in besieged areas. Compared to the list 
of UN-designated besieged areas from 30 June, two locations no longer meet the UN criteria for besieged 
locations: Barza Al Balad (Damascus) and Deir-Ez-Zor city. Meanwhile, one new location was added to the 
list of besieged areas: Beit Jan in Rural Damascus. The total number of besieged locations has decreased 
from 11 to 10.  

 Media sources reported that on 1 October, extremist groups captured Al-Qaryatayn town in Homs 
Governorate from Syrian Government forces, as part of a wider counter-attack as they come under 
increasing pressure in eastern Syria. 

 In north-east Syria, Government forces and the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) continue to advance on 
extremist groups in separate offensives around Deir-Ez-Zor.  

 A recent assessment on displacement and intentions in Deir-Ez-Zor Governorate found that the escalation 
of conflict has resulted in rapid displacement from and within the Governorate, estimated at 30-35,000 
people since the beginning of July 2017. Daily flows of people have increased, with outflows from the 
Governorate growing larger at the end of August 2017. Three main patterns of movement have been 
identified: the largest north to Al-Hassakeh Governorate, with smaller numbers north-west to Ar-Raqqa 
Governorate and internally within Deir-ez-Zor. 

 According to a recent rapid assessment in Ar-Raqqa city, there are only around 8,000 people remaining in 
the city, compared to 22,000 people estimated during a similar assessment conducted in mid-August 2017. 
The assessment found that the situation in Ar-Raqqa city remains dire, with continued extreme shortages 
of food and water. Humanitarian access to the city remains restricted. 

 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-town/syrian-observatory-islamic-state-captures-town-from-government-idUSKCN1C611D
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-deir-ez-zor-governorate-situation-overview-displacement-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/ar-raqqa-city-syria-situation-overview-v-25-september-2017
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UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 In September 2017, four Protection Monitoring Task Force members in the Turkey Hub conducted 306 
interviews in 27 communities covering eight sub-districts, six districts and three governorates (Aleppo, Idleb, 
Rural Damascus). 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 Due to a rise in military clashes, increased displacements have been recorded from Oqeirbat sub-district of 
Hama Governorate towards Idleb Governorate in northern Syria. Since 1 July 2017, the Cluster has tracked 
22,385 displacements from Oqeirbat into Idleb, Aleppo and Hama governorates. Of these, 10,812 have 
taken place since 1 September 2017. The CCCM Cluster continues to follow the situation closely and is 
sharing updates with member agencies as more information becomes available. 

 CCCM Cluster members are currently managing two reception centres in Idleb and Aleppo governorates 
with an overall capacity of 3,400 individuals. These centres were established in order to address a serious 
gap in covering the needs of large scale IDP movements from other governorates into Idleb Governorate 
are are equipped to provide multi-sectoral assistance to new arrivals. As of 3 October, the reception centres 
in Mezanaz (Atareb sub-district, Aleppo Governorate) and Maaret Elekhwan (Maaret Tamasrin sub-district, 
Idleb Governorate) were hosting 2,446 and 1,380 individuals respectively. The Mezanaz reception centre 
has now reached maximum capacity. 

 The CCCM Cluster continues to share updates with member agencies on displacements in northern Syria. 
The total number of displacements recorded from Ar-Raqqa Governorate since 1 April has reached 268,752 
individuals, out of which 208,968 individuals were displaced inside Ar-Raqqa Governorate itself, while 
39,766 individuals were displaced to Aleppo, 13,262 to Idleb, 6,679 to Deir-ez-Zor and the rest to Hama.  

 In Idleb Governorate, a total of 191,458 displacements have been recorded since 1 April, including 75,851 
displacements from Hama Governorate, 42,166 from within Idleb, 19,661 from Aleppo, 14,787 from 
Damascus, 13,262 from Ar-Raqqa, 10,533 from Homs, 6,082 from Rural Damascus, 3,380 from Lebanon 
(Arsal displacements), 4,088 from Deir-ez-Zor and the rest from Dar’a. 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 One partner in the Turkey Hub SNFI Cluster distributed 1,034 NFI kits to families displaced from Oqeirbat 
(Hama Governorate) as part of the emergency response to the new displacement.    

 The SNFI Cluster in the Turkey Hub was informed that shelling took place in Armanaz, Jisr al-Shughour, 
and Ma'arah al-Nu'man in Idleb Governorate, causing new displacement. The SNFI Cluster has mobilized 
its members to respond to the needs of new IDPs, who reportedly fled these locations in dire conditions.                     

 


