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(as of 13 March 2017)

On 20 February 2017, localized famine was declared in two 
counties in South Sudan. The 100,000 people facing starvation in 
these areas represent the very tip of the iceberg of humanitarian 
needs across the country, where some 7.5 million people are now 
estimated to require humanitarian assistance. Food insecurity and 
malnutrition have reached unprecedented levels. New clashes 
since the beginning of 2017 have uprooted tens of thousands 
of people, and civilians continue to be killed and subjected to 
horrendous violations, including sexual violence. The country is 
currently experiencing the longest and most widespread cholera 
outbreak since it became independent.  

The operating environment is dangerous and difficult, including 
due to violence against aid workers, bureaucratic impediments, 
looting, and interference in  humanitarian operations. Since 2017 
began, more than 100 aid workers have had to be relocated from 
response locations.

Despite the challenges, humanitarian partners have already deliv-
ered life-saving assistance and protection to more than 1.3 million 
people in 2017, including 338,000 people in locations affected 
by famine (Leer and Mayendit) or at high risk of famine (Koch 
and Panyijiar).However, additional funding is urgently required to 
facilitate the scale-up of the response and the pre-positioning of 
vital supplies during the remaining weeks of the dry season.Photo: Medair
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HRP STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1

Save lives and alleviate 
the suffering of those 
most in need of assis-
tance and protection

HRP STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2

Protect the rights and 
uphold the dignity of 
the most vulnerable

HRP STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 3

Support at-risk commu-
nities to sustain their 
capacity to cope with 
significant threats
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