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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

01 March 2017 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM), Shelter/Non Food Items (SNFI) 
and Protection.  

 

CCCM CLUSTER KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 14 FEBRUARY 2017) 

 625,175 displacements recorded since 1 February 2016 from affected areas of northern and southern Syria:  

o 603,226 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (400,105), Hama (94,301), 
Idleb (76,838), Ar-Raqqa (22,960), Homs (7,982), Al-Hassakeh (5,098), Deir-Ez-Zor (2,616), Lattakia 
(1,308) governorates, northern Syria. This includes 68,085 new displacements recorded in February 
alone, with the majority from Aleppo Governorate.  

o 13,967 displacements from affected areas of Damascus and Rural Damascus, south-western Syria. This 
includes 2,787 new displacements recorded in February alone. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS1 

 Raqqa city is almost completely encircled by the Syrian Democratic Forces as the road between Deir Ezzour and 
Raqqa city is almost under the area of influence of armed groups. According to sources of humanitarian actors 
on the ground quoting local residents, extremists have forced all the people who have shops and houses to put 
sand bags in front of their shops indicating the possibility that they may be preparing to hold their position. 

 Parties attending the Geneva Talks have not accepted to conduct negotiations face-to-face. After the opening 
ceremony, the parties left the room in a move that has forced Special Envoy de Mistura to revert to shuttling 
between the rival camps in so-called proximity talks, as he did at the last round of negotiations 10 months ago. 
In a recent statement, de Mistura made clear from the talks' outset that lack of trust is the main obstacle to 
progress of the talks. 

 Media reports on an armed opposition group declaration from 28 February that it will continue to conduct 
operations against regime forces southeast of their positions in Al Bab following their advances south of the city 
the day before. As the group is part of the operation Euphrates Shield, the situation is currently blocking their 
advancement towards extremist held Raqqa, which was identified as a major goal of its operation. 

OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

 On 23 February, elements part of the operation Euphrates Shield reached al-Bab city. Reportedly, more than 
36,000 persons have been displaced from this city, mostly within Aleppo Governorate, and are exposed to the 
risk of running into areas with land mines. 

 Military operations continue to cause damage to several locations inside Idlib governorate, including Idlib rural, 
Kafrayah and Foua villages. Humanitarian actors on the ground, or working cross-borders, inform that 
humanitarian situation is challenging in terms of access to main services such as food, WASH and health. More 
comprehensive information regarding the needs of the population affected is also needed. 

 The road from south of Dar’a al Balad, in south of Syria, that connects the western and eastern sides of Dar’a is 
now open. Since the week of 19 February, larger trucks have been used to transport humanitarian supplies from 
warehouses in western to those in eastern side of the governorate. 

 As reported before, CRIs for 500 families has been ready for dispatch since 20 February, however the Dar’a-
based drivers of the delivery company are still unable to go to Sweida due to security situation. The drivers have 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned under “Contextual Developments” may not be reflected in the above section as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-un-talks-idUSKBN1661VP
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concerns regarding the Sweida – Damascus highway, due to ongoing kidnapping and hijacking incidents near 
Sahaba area. The Cluster liaison focal point is coordinating with local authorities to see the possibility of escorting 
the trucks. 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 Protection partners are expanding projects in Eastern Aleppo to meet the needs of the affected populations. 

o A civil affairs building is under rehabilitation to enhance the capacity of the government to support the 
massive needs of the documentation population; 

o Support the expansion of capacity of partners with expertise to respond to the massive need for official 

documents within the community is envisaged; 
o Six Community Centres in the eastern part of the city and one in rural Aleppo were established; 

o The Ministry of Justice requested that additional space be rehabilitated for it to expand services and 
reduce backlogs; 

o Partners are working to target the recently made available areas through a dedicated protection mobile 
teams; 

o In coordination with local NGOs, the setting up of a GBV survivor shelter is under consideration. 

 Members of the cluster conducted an assessment in Kalaha and Job Al-Kuba areas, in Aleppo, which showed 
that IDPs and effected families are in need of winter items as well as the debris removal tools, kitchen set and 
tools. 

 On 27 February, the fourth training session on “Centrality of Protection in Humanitarian Action” was organized to 
Cluster members. The session was conducted in Gaziantep and attended by 27 Syrian and international 
organizations, mainly from non-protection clusters. During the session, participants were introduced to the legal 
framework of protection, protection mainstreaming, accountability to affected population, and the role of the Syria 
Protection Cluster in Turkey. 

 The Protection Cluster is currently analyzing partners’ activities and access around Al Bab, while also collecting 
information about the profile of IDPs from Al Bab in A’zaz. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 According to the figures reported by the Cluster CCCM, 36,905 individuals were displaced from Al-Bab since the 
start of 2017. The areas that received the highest number of displaced individuals are Rural Al Bab, Jarablus, 
Afrin and A’zaz. The SNFI Cluster members’ regular programmes responded to part of these IDPs needs. 
Cluster’s members are expected to share precise information regarding assistance specifically provided to IDPs 
in Al-Bab. 

 Also on 23 February, the CCCM Cluster held a training on “Information Management and Reporting Tools” in 
Gaziantep. The training was organized for member agency staff tasked with reporting to the Cluster and for new 
members who wished to familiarize themselves with Cluster products. The training covered tools relating to IDP 
sites and displacement tracking and will be held on a regular basis throughout the year. 

 As of 21 February, the total number of displacements tracked by the CCCM Cluster in the seven governorates 
of Northern Syria is 298,120 since September 2016. Since 1 January, the Cluster tracked 80,677 displacements 
in Northern Syria. Of these, 58,796 were to Aleppo, 14,604 to Idleb, 4,154 to Ar-Raqqa, 1,673 to Hama, 899 to 
Deir-ez-Zor and 551 to Homs governorates. 

 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 An expert panel discussion was conducted with governorate, municipalities, city council, directorates, and the 
three sectors of Shelter, WASH and Early Recovery. The discussion aimed at producing a list of priority 
neighborhoods in Aleppo. In parallel the three sectors agreed to launch, through local partners, sector -specific 
assessments in the priority neighborhoods.  

 Sector partner started implementing shelter kits project in six mosques in western Aleppo to install 171 shelter 
kits for 135 families/ 675 individual with Al-Taalouf. The activity is expected to take three weeks. 
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 Displacement from western areas of Dar’a towards Dara’ city is ongoing on daily basis, but in small numbers. 
Displaced families are mostly from Ash-Shajara, Abdin, Koya and Jlin. NFIs were distributed for approximately 
300 of the most affected families that reached to Dar’a city. Some of the displaced families are hosted with their 
relatives and other host families within safe areas in Dar’a city while the others are hosted in schools used as 
collective shelters. 

 To date the SNFI sector in southern Syria has distributed 1,454 NFI kits, 155 winter clothing kits, 1,025 hygiene 
kits, 667 shelter kits, 1,025 solar lamps. Additional distributions planned will include 2,212 NFI kits, 962 winter 
clothing kits, 1,751 hygiene kits, and 250 shelter kits. 

 Sector members dispatched 1,800 winter jackets and pairs of underwear for 1000 HHs to Quneitra, and 381 solar 
lamps were distributed to families living at Rassas collective shelter. 


