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OVERVIEW

In 2016, the education sector made substantive progress, including with the rehabilitation and 
construction of schools, school canteens and examination centres. School supplies and equipment 
were also distributed and capacity building was carried out for teachers. In Chad for example, all 
teachers targeted for 2016 were enrolled in on-going training, leading to professional certification. 
Noteworthy in Niger, was the establishment and maintenance of three Distance Education Centres 
and French courses for Nigerian refugees. In Cameroon, an adult literacy program was carried 
out with 540 students enrolled, out of which 44 per cent were women. The provision of basic 
services is very weak in certain areas and often highly dependent on aid organizations in the 
Lake Chad region. Local authorities and existing basic service providers, such as schools, face 
serious problems in recruiting and retaining qualified staff and this pattern is further exacerbated 
by insecurity. In light of this, the capacity of Governments to provide protective and quality 
education services for refugees, IDPs, returning Niger nationals and host communities in all three 
countries needs to be substantially increased, including with human resources, capacity building, 
infrastructure, technical support and equipment.
The education sector plays a pivotal role in the response to the displacement crisis. It constitutes 
a key protection tool in a context where many children face a heightened risk of recruitment by 
armed groups in addition to the pre-existing risks of neglect, abuse, exploitation and violence. 
Education is an investment in the future because it is an essential step towards socio-economic 
resurgence and social cohesion. 

For more information contact: Liz Ahua, UNHCR Regional Representative/Regional Refugee Coordinator ahua@unhcr.org; Caroline Schmidt, Education Officer, 
schmidtc@unhcr.org; Anna Minuto, Snr. Information Management Officer, minuto@unhcr.org; Ulysses Grant, Asst. Reporting Officer, grantu@unhcr.org

KEY RESPONSE ELEMENTS

131,989 
children targeted for 
enrolment into primary 
education in 2017 

PARTNERS INVOLVED

ACCESS QUALITY
SAFE LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT

• Advocate for the recruitment and  
deployment of teachers, especially  
female teachers

• Provide and improve teacher training, 
including for psychosocial support

• Distribute school kits, school manuals and 
textbooks

• Conduct peace education capacity  
building

• Include life skills needs in learning and 
teaching

• Prioritize the monitoring and evaluation of 
education activities

• Construct, improve or maintain 
educational infrastructures, including 
temporary learning spaces

• Establish out-of-school outreach and 
accelerated learning programmes

• Conduct community mobilization 
campaigns to promote school enrolment, 
girls’ education and safe schools

• Support the integration of refugee 
children into the education system of 
their respective countries and assist with 
enabling the completion of recognised 
certificates 

• Carry out sensitization in schools on 
risks related to disasters and explosive 
devices

• Provide dignity (hygiene) kits to girls
• Improve community participation in  

education matters

USD 19,123,846
Total education sector 
requirements

12,6%
of the total financial 
requirements of the 2017 RRRP

STRATEGIC DIRECTION
• Address the immediate education needs of children and youth 

affected by the displacement crisis in the Lake Chad Basin through 
sufficiently funded and conflict-sensitive programming identified in 
the 2017 Nigeria RRRP and 2017 Humanitarian Response Plans.

• Leave no one behind by rapidly establishing quality, adequate 
flexible accelerated learning programmes for over-aged children 
and youth.

• Increase the safety of schools and protect them from attack 
by supporting governments to implement the Safe School 
Deceleration.

• Mainstream peacebuilding, conflict sensitivities and gender 
sensitive approaches to promote social cohesion, peaceful 
coexistence and resilience in education analysis, planning, budget 
allocation and monitoring.

• Rebuild and strengthen national education systems with a focus on 
greater resilience and responsiveness in situations of emergency, 
in line with the Education 2030 Framework for Action and the 
principles and targets of the Sustainable Development Goals.

• Improve education services in affected areas with a focus on 
equitable and equal access to quality education to enhance life 
skills and competencies for employability and improved livelihoods.

• Strengthen collaboration between government, humanitarian and 
development actors, through funding and coordination mechanisms 
such as the Education Cannot Wait and Global Partnership for 
Education to leverage the emergency response and link those 
efforts with transitional and long-term development planning. 
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