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HIGHLIGHTS 

  

• Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Martin 
Griffiths, called on all 
parties of the conflict to 
stop fighting and ensure 
unfettered humanitarian 
access to all the people 
affected by the continuing 
conflict in Ethiopia. 
 

• “It was heart-breaking to 
see the scale of 
devastation and families 
who, to this day, do not 
have a place to live or 
food to put on their table.  
The disruption of essential 
services, including access 
to communication, fuel 
and the banking system is 
compounding the dire 
situation,” said Mr. 
Griffiths. 

 

• “We need to change the 
circumstances that have 
led to the slow movement 
of aid – we need the 
conflict to stop.” 

 

  

USG/ERC called for unimpeded humanitarian 
access, reiterated to reach all in need of aid 
During the conclusion of his six-day visit to Ethiopia [on 3 August], the Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Martin Griffiths, called 
on all parties of the conflict to stop fighting and ensure unfettered humanitarian access to all 
the people affected by the continuing conflict. The humanitarian chief held constructive 
meetings with the Federal Government, including the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime 
Minister, the Amhara Regional president, the African Union, and the humanitarian and 
diplomatic community where he had the opportunity to discuss the humanitarian situation in 

the country and the challenges aid 
organizations face in getting 
assistance to Ethiopians. 

He also met with people in desperate 
need of aid in Tigray, and with 
humanitarian organizations working 
tirelessly to get assistance to them.  “I 
met with people in Tigray who lost 
everything they had after they had to 
flee their villages or towns, leaving 
behind their houses and farms. In 
Hawzen, I visited a family whose 
house was burned, and crops were 
looted. It was heart-breaking to see 
the scale of devastation and families 
who, to this day, do not have a place 
to live or food to put on their table,” 

said Mr. Griffiths.  “The disruption of essential services, including access to communication, 
fuel and the banking system is compounding the dire situation,” he added. More than 5.2 
million people across Tigray—more than 90 per cent of the region's population—require life-
saving assistance, including nearly 400,000 people already facing famine-like conditions. In 
the face of increasing conflict and increasing difficulty getting aid into northern Ethiopia, the 
Under-Secretary-General said that “we need to change the circumstances that have led to 
the slow movement of aid – we need the conflict to stop.” 
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Figure 1USG/ERC Martin Griffiths, together with HC/RC 
Catherine Sozi, briefing the media.                                       
Photo Credit: OCHA/Mengistu 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

  

• “It is my highest priority 
that every Ethiopian in 
humanitarian need – be 
they in Tigray, in Amhara, 
in Afar, or indeed in every 
region of this country – 
receive assistance,” 
Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Martin 
Griffiths. 
 

• The crisis in Tigray 
remains the focus of 
humanitarian response in 
Ethiopia with huge unmet 
needs, however, there are 
other emerging needs 
associated to the conflict 
and natural disaster as 
well as protracted 
emergencies in other 
areas of the country. 
 

• New displacements in 
Amhara require 
immediate assistance of 
at least 15,000 MT of 
ration food monthly, to 
address the current gap in 
assistance.  

 
Humanitarian overview beyond Tigray 
While Tigray remains to be the epicenter of the current crises in Ethiopia with huge 
humanitarian needs still unmet, there are growing needs as well as protracted emergencies 
in other areas of the the country. Needs are increasing in Amhara and Afar as the Tigray 
conflict spills over into these regions. Thousands of people who were displaced due to 
intercommunal conflict and sporadic attacks by unidentified armed groups in Benishangul 
Gumuz, Oromia and SNNPR also need urgent humanitarian aid. Millions of people in Somali 
and other regions affected by drought, flooding, Desert Locust infestation, and disease 
outbreaks still seek humanitarian assistance.  
 
During the conclusion of his visit to Ethiopia (on 3 August), the Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Martin Griffiths, said, “It is my 
highest priority that every Ethiopian in humanitarian need – be they in Tigray, in Amhara, in 
Afar, or indeed in every region of this country – receive assistance.” The humanitarian chief 
added humanitarian organizations are assisting millions of people in Ethiopia facing conflict, 
displacement, and drought beyond Tigray, and are now scaling up response efforts in 
Amhara and Afar, in light of significant conflict-related displacement.  
 
Below is an overview of humanitarian needs, response, and challenges in regions beyond 
Tigray. 

 

More than 200,000 newly displaced in Amhara as war expands into the region, bringing 
the total IDPs figure in the region to 1.3 million 

The conflict along the Amhara-Tigray regional border is worsening, with an estimated 
200,000 displaced people in volatile and conflict-prone areas in North Gondar, Central 
Gondar, South, Wag Hemra, North Wello, and in various pockets across the region. There 
is a limited humanitarian relief presence in North Wello, North Shewa, and Oromia Special 
Zone where urgent humanitarian needs are being reported. There are an unconfirmed 
number of IDPs in Zigem Woreda in Awi Zone, none of whom have received humanitarian 
assistance. Partners are prioritizing scaling up the response in Afar as well as in Amhara. 

According to estimates from the regional Government, the newly displaced population 
requires at least 15, 000Metric tons of ration food monthly. Still, only limited assistance is 
being given by the federal and regional governments so far. The National Disaster Risk 
Commission coordinates with aid agencies to mobilize more response for the displaced 
people who are in dire need of food, shelter, and other supplies. The scale and magnitude 
of the crisis is not yet fully understood as war is still active in many of these places. 
Telecommunication, internet, and electricity services are cut off in places under the control 
of TPLF.  

As of first week of August, the regional authorities in the Amhara region reported more than 
1.3M IDPs that need urgent humanitarian support. The numbers are likely to increase due 
to ongoing conflicts, flash floods and failed belg rain. For instance, on 10 August, the zonal 
Food Security and DRM office reported a significant increase in the number of IDPs in South 
Gondar, from 34,000 to 43,000, due to the fighting in N. Wello: Kobo, Woldiya and the 
surroundings. The area can’t be accessed now for any independent assessment of the 
situation. Due to the escalating conflict, humanitarian access to Northern Gondar, namely 
towards the Amhara-Tigray border, is increasingly getting restricted by Amhara security 
agents. This prevents/limits the understanding of the situation on the ground and 
compromises planning for any eventual responses. 
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• In Afar, nearly 77,000 
people are reported to be 
displaced following the 
expansion of the conflict 
into Yalo, Awra, Gulina, 
and Ewa Woredas of 
Zone 4 (Fantana Rasu). 
 

• Amid reports of rising 
malnutrition, the UN 
Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator 
for Ethiopia (RC/HC), Dr. 
Catherine Sozi, visited 
Somali Region [on 23 
July] to firsthand witness 
the humanitarian 
situation. 

• “Despite the global 
attention in the northern 
part of Ethiopia, the IDPs 
in other regions will not be 
neglected.  As 
humanitarians, we will 
work with the Government 
on how to get a durable 
solution for the IDPs,” 
said Sozi. 
 

• “We are now displaced 
and worse compared to 
the IDPs. They receive 
assistance, but we don’t. 
Our farms are narrow 
now, and we are not 
farming to avoid any 
conflict that it may create. 
Some sites were used to 
be farm plots are now IDP 
camp. Please find a 
solution for the IDPs and 
until that, please also 
consider us,” said a 
member of hosting 
community at Qoloji IDPs 
site. 

 
 

Some 77,000 people displaced in Afar 

In Afar, nearly 76,500 people are reported to be displaced following the expansion of the 
conflict into Yalo, Awra, Gulina, and Ewa Woredas of Zone 4 (Fantana Rasu). Fighting is 
reported in areas around Zone 04, including n Ewa, Awra, Yalo and Kelwan Woredas of 
Fenti Zone. Accurate reliable reporting on the current situation remains limited; however, an 
unknown number of casualties, including civilians have been reported and several thousand 
people displaced because of fighting. Reports indicate that on 5 Aug, several civilians were 
attacked in Galikoma Kebele of Gulina Woreda in Fenti Zone. 46 people with mild-severe 
bullet injuries were evacuated from Galikoma to the regional hospital in Dubti Town, 10 km 
from Semera Town. 

Afar Regional Government will lead multi-sectoral initial rapid assessment (MIRA) in the IDP 
site in Digdiga and Cefra Towns by this week. Digdiga Town is reported to host 350 
displaced families from Galukom, 100 other families from Yalo and 420 others from the 
neighboring areas. Access to the other areas in the Zone 4 is still not possible due to the 
unpredictable security situation in the zone.  

The lack of resources to respond to existing displaced caseloads in border Woredas with 
Tigray and the anticipated seasonal flooding makes life more difficult for these areas. Some 
30 metric ton of vegetable oil has been dispatched to Chifra Food Distribution Point for 
distribution to the IDPs in Zone 04. An additional 30 metric ton of cereals is on its way to 
Semera. Still, a massive gap in food and shelter remains.  

Some 2.4 million people in need of aid in Somali Region 

Amid reports of rising malnutrition, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for 
Ethiopia (RC/HC), Dr. Catherine Sozi, visited Somali Region [on 23 July] to firsthand witness 
the humanitarian situation. The HC/RC discussed with the regional authorities including 
president Mustafe Muhumed, and Heads of UN and NGO Sub/Field/Hub offices where she 
demonstrated the commitment of the UN to strengthen partnerships and address the needs 
of those most vulnerable in the region. She also visited Qoloji IDP camp and discussed with 
IDPs and communities hosting them. The regional president highlighted that 2.4 million 
people in the region depend on food aid. Malnutrition cases are increasing significantly. 
Significant resources are also needed to provide a durable solution for the IDPs. As part of 
a response to a Drought Response Plan, the Government has recently allocated 
contingency funds with a total amount of ETB 93 million (≈$US 2.12M) for 93 Woredas, to 
anticipate water shortage, which is likely to happen in the coming months.  

The HC commended the collective effort by 
the Government and the humanitarian 
community in the region, particularly in 
responding to the humanitarian crises and 
pointed out that she would mobilize resources 
to support the response. On the other hand, 
she also highlighted that the funding on 
humanitarian and development from the 
donors decreases significantly. While 
reiterating the need for collective efforts by the 
Government, community, and international 
actors to sustainably resolve the longstanding 
IDPs issues in the region, she said, “Despite 
the global attention in the northern part of 
Ethiopia, the IDPs in other regions will not be 
neglected.  As humanitarians, we will work 
with the Government on how to get a durable 
solution for the IDPs.” “It is vital to innovate, 
explore and engage both the development 
and humanitarian actors, including the private 
sector, to combine resources, produce local 
products, and use the development to 
prepare for and reduce the impact of humanitarian crises,” she said. Raising the concerns 
and pressure from the IDPs they are hosting, an elder at the Qoloji IDPs site said “We are 
now displaced and worse compared to the IDPs. They receive assistance, but we don’t. Our 

Figure 2 RC/HC, Catherine Sozi, discussing 
humanitarian situation with Somali authorities. 

Photo Credit: OCHA/Nova 
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• East and West Wellega 
hosts more than 51,000 
secondary displaced 
persons, as new 
displacements due to 
insecurity continue to be 
reported 
 

• From the total of more 
than 538,000 people 
displaced in BGR, about 
384,490 (71 per cent) are 
residing within Metekel, 
(270,684), Kamashi 
(95,989) and Assosa 
(17,817) Zones. The 
remaining 148,000 are 
displaced to the 
neighboring Awi (77,543) 
and Wellega (69,469) 
Zones. 

• Attacks by unidentified 
armed groups (UAGs) in 
Benishangul Gumuz 
Region (BGR), mainly in 
Metekel Zone, which have 
been ongoing since mid-
2020, escalated and 
spread to Kamashi and 
Assosa Zones in recent 
months, displacing 
several people within and 
into neighboring regions. 
The attacks resulted in 
loss of civilian lives and 
destruction of houses and 
properties. 

 
 

farms are narrow now, and we are not farming to avoid any conflict that it may create. Some 
sites were used to be farm plots are now IDP camp. Please find a solution for the IDPs and 
until that, please also consider us”. 

Humanitarian overview in the Wellega Zones 

East and West Wellega has more than 51,000 secondary displaced persons, as new 
displacements continue to be reported. The security situation in the Wellega Zones is volatile 
and unpredictable due to continued clashes between UAGs & security forces, leaving most 
of the Wellegas inaccessible. Border areas to Kamashi Zone experience continued tensions, 
resulting in further IDPs. As clashes between UAGs and security forces continue in the area, 
some kebeles in Haro Limmu, Gida Ayana, Ebetu Woredas of East Wellega and the majority 
of West Wellega Woreda kebeles, except for Woreda towns, reported inaccessible. 
Continuing conflict in the border areas along Kamashi Zone of BGR has resulted in further 
displacements. 

Rapid need assessment conducted in Sasiga Woreda of East Wellega Zone identified multi-
sectoral needs with food and ES/NFI being the first top priorities. According to the data 
received form the Disaster Risk Management Office, some 13,200 individuals who were 
displaced from Kamashi Zone to Sasiga Woreda of East Wollega Zone need immediate 
assistance.  A multi-sectoral response plan is being developed.  

Despite an increase in humanitarian needs due to conflict-induced new displacements, 
response has decreased from time to time in the Wellegas. While returnees continue to 
receive limited food, nutrition, and health support, but no support has been given to IDPs. 
Huge gaps remain in WASH, ES/NFI and protection response. 

Nearly 540,000 displaced in Benishangul Gumuz Region 

More than 538,000 people displaced in Benishangul Gumuz Region (BGR), of which about 
384,490 (71 per cent) are residing within Metekel, (270,684), Kamashi (95,989) and Assosa 
(17,817) Zones. The remaining 148,000 are displaced to the neighboring Awi (77,543) and 
Wellega (69,469) Zones. Following the peace agreement made between UAG and BGR 
Government, over 50,000 IDPs from Chagni Ranch collective site, Awi Zone of Amhara 
Region have been relocated to Dangur (18,880), Madura (15,142), Dibate (11,564) and 
Bulen (4,967) Woredas of Metekel Zone.  

Attacks by unidentified armed groups (UAGs) in Benishangul Gumuz Region (BGR), mainly 
in Metekel Zone, which have been ongoing since mid-2020, escalated and spread to 
Kamashi and Assosa Zones in recent months, displacing several people within and into 
neighboring regions. The attacks resulted in loss of civilian lives and destruction of houses 
and properties. At least 12,000 houses were destroyed, 90 primary schools and 12 
secondary schools were partially damaged and 41 primary and secondary schools were fully 
damaged in five conflict-affected Woredas of Metekel Zone. The security situation in 
Kamashi zone remains tense where sporadic fighting between security forces and Gumuz 
Armed Groups continues to be reported. In Kamashi Zone UAG elements are in now control 
of most rural kebeles, including the recent seizure of Mizyiga (Soge) town along with 5 of 
the 12 (about 50 per cent) kebeles making up Mizyiga (Belojganfoy) WoredaThe insecurity 
has severely restricted humanitarian access. Movement restriction remains in place for 
Kamashi and Metekel Zones, and Odabildigilu Woreda of Assosa Zone. 

Nearly 1.4 million people in SNNPR need assistance 

The Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples’ Region has been affected by recurrent 
conflict, drought, fire, flood and disease outbreaks, and crop pests which requires 
extraordinary assistance for responses in the recent years. According to the 2021 HRP, 
1,375,361 people across 16 zones and 6 special Woredas of the region need humanitarian 
assistance, of which 337,281 are IDPs/Returnees and 1,038, 080 are food aid beneficiaries. 
Humanitarian responses are ongoing by Government, national and INGOs as well as UN 
agencies in various parts of the region. Recently, Konso Zone and the surrounding special 
Woredas where many individuals were displaced due to internal conflict in mid-November 
2020 remain to be the major focus area for the response. Respective humanitarian actors 
addressed about 60-80 per cent of the food, shelter, WASH, nutrition, health, and protection 
needs of the displaced people/returnees and relief food beneficiaries. Education (40-45 per 
cent) and Agriculture (50-55 per cent) are the sectors with the least response.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• According to the 2021 
HRP, 1,375,361 people 
across 16 zones and 6 
special Woredas of the 
region need humanitarian 
assistance, of which 337, 
281 are IDPs/Returnees 
and 1,038, 080 are food 
aid beneficiaries 
 

• Razia and Imam’s dream 
of success were suddenly 
destroyed when they were 
forcefully evicted from 
Jijiga town in September 
2017. 
 

• “There were times when I 
opted for a suicide due to 
failure to respond to the 
requests for basic needs 
from my children.” 

 

• While Razia and her 
family have been living a 
life of despair, the recent 
support provided from 
UNHCR has sparked 
some hopes of regaining 
their dignity and rebuilding 
their shattered lives and 
dreams.  She received 
three female goats from 
UNHCR some five 
months ago. 

 

• Imam is very grateful to 
UNHCR for the support 
family and requested 
other humanitarian actors 
and government to 
support them on the 
livelihood recovery 
interventions to let them 
start dignified life again. 

The plight of IDPs in Gumbi Bordode, West 
Hararge Zone: The story of Razia Abrahim 
Razia Abrahim, 24, is a mother of 3 children. She married Imam Abdella, 26, 8 years ago in 
Jijiga, Somali region. Razia and Imam left their home area of Shenen Dhugo (Mesela) 
Woreda of West Hararge Zone of Oromia to Jijiga in search of a better life. With hard work 
and dedication, they managed to settle down and establish themselves.  Razia established 
a mini restaurant in Jijiga after few years of service as a maid. Similarly, Imam owned a 
small shop from his saving as a daily lobourer. Imam was one of the customers who 
patronized at Razia’s restaurant and was very much impressed by Razia’s hard work, and 
eventually fell in love with her. In return, Razia used to purchase some food items for her 
restaurant from Imam’s shop. She was also appreciative of Imam’s efforts to better himself.  

They got to know they came from the same home area which strengthened their bond 
leading into marriage. Their marriage led to a happy family life together with combined 
income from their businesses. They also started saving some money with a plan to buy land 
and construct their own house and upgrade their business. They comfortably took care of 
the needs of their two children.  

However, their dream of success 
was shattered when they were 
forcefully evicted from Jijiga in 
September 2017 due to the 
Oromo-Somali conflict. The 
unexpected tragedy left them 
destitute. They lost all their 
personal possessions as well as 
their businesses, which were 
targeted. Imam was forced to 
withdraw all their savings to secure 
their safety from the attackers - the 
then Somali Special Police. Imam 
and Razia were physically 
assaulted and beaten by the 
attackers.  This forced them to flee 
Jijiga for Harar, using 
transportation arranged by the 
military. The military watched and 
did not intervene in the eviction as 
affected people were being 
abused. Razia and her family 
spent a week in an open space of 
Harar Stadium before they were 
transported to their home area in 
Shenan Dhugo (Mesela) where 
they spent three years in a 
collective center(school).   

In the collective site, life became so boring particularly to their children. Razia gave birth to 
her third child whom she described as an “unfortunate” child without chance of being treated 
humanely. The endured inconsistent food provision, water and sanitation challenges, lack 
of privacy, which was compounded by the psychological trauma they underwent. Razia said, 
“There were times when I opted for a suicide due to failure to respond to the requests for 
basic needs from my children.” 

After 3 years in Mesela collective site, Razia and her family were moved to Gumbi Bordode 
relocation site arranged by the Government. Even though they were happy to get their own 
house to live in, their overall situation did not change. In the new resettlement site, they were 
exposed to tough weather condition, which particularly affected the children. 

 

 

Figure 3 1Despite all her agonizing walks of life, Razia, an 
IDP at Gumbi Bordode, West Hararge Zone, is still 
optimistic for a better day to come! Photo Credit: OCHA 
Ethiopia 
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In addition, lack of access to water remains a challenge to IDPs in this new site, leaving 
them with very poor sanitation and hygiene services. The food provision continued 
inconsistently and with incomplete basket. Razia said they are forced to sell portion of the 
grains they receive to purchase other materials such as slat, onion, oil, and pulses. Her 
husband tries to work hard to fill the gaps, but he hardly finds a job as daily labor in this time 
of covid-19 pandemic. There were plenty of times when he returns home empty handed and 
the family is forced to skip meals frequently. This is common to almost all families in the site 
where many children are left with malnutrition and no health care services. 

Razia and her family recently received support provided by UNHCR, which provided a ray 
of hope. She received three female goats from UNHCR some five months ago.  One of the 
three goats gave birth to two just a week ago and now she has 5 goats. She is planning to 
raise the goats and sell the male ones to start her restaurant business again on the roadside 
of Bordode where many tracks are transit to the Awash valley. She is highly indebted to the 
support she got from UNHCR which has reinstated the dream of life she started some years 
back in Jijiga.  

Razia said that the IDPs wouldn’t have been a burden to anybody had they received such 
livelihood support. “Nobody had approached us before to discussed with us on our future 
livelihood recovery plan except telling us to wait for the insufficient food ration,” she added. 
She thanked UNHCR for their livelihood project which restored hope again.  Razia said, “I 
can’t wait to raise the goats and earn money from the sales and start my business if I can 
get some additional support from partners with a startup money which I would repay if 
needed.” 

Imam also thanked UNHCR for the support which is generating hope in his family and 
requested other humanitarian actors and Government to support them on the livelihood 
recovery interventions to let them start dignified life again. 

For further information, please contact:  
Malda Nadew, Head, Strategic Communication Unit, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Michael Arunga Obare, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, arunga@un.org 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia, Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 
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