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HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Fighting in Juba left hundreds 

of people dead or injured and 
tens of thousands displaced.

•	 Sharp increase in suspected 
cholera cases.  

•	 The number of South 
Sudanese people seeking 
shelter and safety in Uganda 
has	risen	significantly.		

•	 One aid worker killed during 
fighting	in	Buaw,	Koch	
County.

•	 Partners face challenges to 
meet growing needs in and 
around Wau.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.61 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

721,173

No. of food 
insecure
people in July
(IPC	figures)

4.8 million

FUNDING

$516 million
funding received in 2016

40% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2016

$1.29 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Thousands	displaced	by	fighting	in	Juba
Fighting	in	Juba,	South	Sudan’s	capital,	from	7	to	11	July	left	hundreds	of	people	dead	or	
injured and tens of thousands displaced.

Estimates	by	humanitarian	partners	indicate	that	more	than	36,000	people	were	displaced	
at	the	height	of	the	fighting	and	sought	shelter	in	various	locations	throughout	Juba,	including	
the	UNMISS	base	in	Tongping,	UN	House	in	Jebel,	WFP	compound,	ADRA	compound,	and	
churches and schools across the city. Most of the displaced were women and children. 

While	many	of	the	displaced	have	since	left	the	collective	sites,	as	of	20	July,	
humanitarians	estimated	that	more	than	15,000	people	remained	displaced,	including	
more	than	10,800	in	the	UNMISS	sites	and	more	than	4,200	outside.	This	comes	in	
addition	to	the	more	than	28,000	people	sheltering	in	the	UN	Protection	of	Civilians	(PoC)	
sites	within	the	country’s	capital	prior	to	the	recent	outbreak	of	fighting.

During	the	fighting,	there	were	reports	of	targeted	and	indiscriminate	attacks	affecting	civilians,	
and there are ongoing reports of sexual and gender-based violence against women IDPs.

“It	is	tragic	that	civilians,	including	those	forced	to	flee	their	homes	during	this	latest	round	
of	fighting,	continue	to	suffer	immensely	at	a	time	when	there	were	high	hopes	of	a	return	to	
stability	in	South	Sudan,”	said	Mr.	Eugene	Owusu,	Humanitarian	Coordinator	for	South	Sudan.	

Humanitarian	organizations	have	responded	in	locations	with	the	highest	needs,	including	
distributing	clean	water,	high	energy	biscuits,	nutritional	supplements,	sanitary	items	and	
vital	household	items,	including	blankets	and	mosquito	nets;	re-supplying	vital	medicines	
and	undertaking	health	consultations;	supporting	family	tracing	and	reunification;	and	
undertaking protection monitoring to identify and support the most vulnerable.

However,	during	and	after	the	clashes,	humanitarian	facilities,	compounds	and	
warehouses - including a maternity ward in a Protection of Civilians site - were hit by 
shelling	and	gunfire,	attacked	or	looted,	and	humanitarian	staff	came	under	attack.	A	
national	staff	member	of	Internews,	John	Gatluak	Manguet	Nhial,	was	killed.

“We	are	very	concerned	that	there	is	continuing	violence,	sexual	violence	against	women	
and	girls,	and	attacks	against	
United Nations humanitarian 
facilities,	and	looting	of	
humanitarian assistance which 
should be used for many hundreds 
of thousands of people. The looting 
by SPLA of WFP warehouses - 
stealing	all	the	food,	which	was	
meant	for	at	least	220,000	people	
- this is totally unacceptable. We 
ask for accountability and those 
perpetrators should be held 
accountable,”	said	UN	Secretary-
General,	Ban	Ki-moon,	on	21	July.	
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Refugees from South Sudan arrive at a collection centre on the 
South	Sudan	border	in	Egelo,	Uganda.	Photo:	UNHCR/Will	Swanson

Map	of	Juba	new	displacement.	Source:	OCHA 
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In	addition	to	the	WFP	warehouse,	an	FAO	warehouse	was	ransacked	and	stocks	of	
seeds and tools earmarked to help food insecure people across the country save their 
livelihoods,	were	looted.
Read more: HC statement: http://bit.ly/29PIDjq; WFP press release: http://bit.ly/2azSQO0; FAO 
press release: http://bit.ly/29LcZPz; Internews in Memoriam page: http://bit.ly/29NWJ3T

Suspected cholera cases increase  
Humanitarian organizations have stepped up cholera prevention and response activities 
following	a	sharp	increase	in	suspected	cholera	cases,	especially	in	Juba,	Central	Equa-
toria,	and	the	Duk	islands	in	Jonglei.		

Cholera	has	been	confirmed	in	Juba	after	10	samples	tested	positive	for	Vibrio Cholera 
Inaba	in	the	National	Public	Health	Laboratory.	As	of	21	July,	162	suspected	cholera	
cases,	including	seven	deaths,	had	been	registered	in	South	Sudan.	This	includes	133	
suspected	cases,	including	three	deaths,	in	Juba	county,	and	29	suspected	cholera	
cases,	including	four	deaths,	in	Jonglei.	

Under the coordination of the Ministry of 
Health	(MoH),	cholera	task	forces	have	been	
activated	and	response	efforts	are	underway,	
including enhancing active surveillance and 
laboratory	investigation	of	suspect	cases,	
providing	prompt	clinical	care,	strengthening	
public health education and social mobiliza-
tion,	and	ensuring	effective	coordination	of	
investigation and response by national and 
state level stakeholders.

Hand	washing	facilities,	buckets,	water	tanks,	
chlorine,	cholera	prevention	and	informa-
tion,	education	and	communication	materials	have	been	supplied,	and	radio	broadcasts	
for prevention and control are ongoing. Humanitarian organizations are also setting up 
oral	rehydration	stations	in	Juba,	intensifying	training	of	health	and	hygiene	promoters	to	
spread basic messaging on best practices such as handwashing and drinking safe water.

The public is reminded to report all suspected cases of cholera to the Ministry of Health 
hotline (1144). 

Read UNICEF press briefing: http://www.unicef.org/media/media_91925.html

Thousands	flee	to	Uganda	
The number of South Sudanese people seeking shelter and safety in Uganda has risen 
significantly	since	the	fighting	broke	out	in	Juba.	Nearly	26,500	arrivals	have	been	regis-
tered	in	Uganda	since	7	July,	including	8,337	people	who	arrived	on	21	July,	the	largest	
number to arrive in a single day in the last two years. More than 90 per cent of the new 
arrivals were women and children. Many had 
walked	for	days	carrying	belongings,	and	
partners report that people arrived tired and 
hungry.

The	outflow	to	Uganda	coincides	with	an	
increase	in	clashes	in	and	around	Yei,	Central	
Equatoria,	as	well	as	insecurity	in	Eastern	
Equatoria,	including	in	Torit	and	Magwi.	Over	
the	past	10	days,	there	have	been	uncon-
firmed	reports	of	displacement	and	killing	of	ci-
vilians	in	Mitika	payam,	south	of	Yei.	Refugees	
from Magwi report looting and burning down of 
properties,	and	killing	of	civilians.

Nearly 26,500 South 
Sudanese refugees 
have been registered 
in Uganda since 7 July.

The Ministry 
of Health 
hotline to report 
suspected 
cholera cases 
is 1144.

A doctor visit a patient with suspected cholera at Juba 
Teaching	Hospital.	Photo:	UNICEF

Map:	OCHA
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More than 83,100 
people are estimated 
to be displaced in the 
areas in and around 
Wau town following 
intense fighting in late 
June and ongoing 
skirmishes and attacks 
in July. 

Amid concerns that the number of South Sudanese refugees in neighbouring countries 
could	pass	the	1	million	mark	this	year,	on	15	July,	humanitarian	partners	launched	a	
revised	appeal	for	the	refugee	crisis,	calling	for	US$701	million.

Read UNHCR’s appeal: http://bit.ly/29QDO9e

People displaced and aid worker killed during 
clashes in Unity
Fighting	erupted	in	Leer	on	13	July,	forcing	about	350	people,	as	well	as	aid	workers,	to	
seek	refuge	at	the	UNMISS	base.	On	14	July,	42	aid	workers	were	relocated	from	Leer,	
and	10	more	on	20	July,	in	order	to	ensure	their	safety.	However,	following	their	departure,	
humanitarian	assets	were	looted.	The	level	of	loss	and	destruction	has	yet	to	be	verified.

Separately,	clashes	broke	out	in	the	vicinity	of	Buaw,	Koch	county,	on	18	and	19	July.	
One	aid	worker	was	killed	during	the	fighting,	and	at	least	nine	civilians	were	reportedly	
wounded.

Although	information	remains	scarce,	humanitarian	partners	are	informed	that	thousands	
of	civilians	have	been	displaced	by	the	clashes,	many	of	whom	have	fled	into	the	swamps	
in	search	of	safety.	These	areas	of	Unity	were	amongst	the	hardest-hit	by	fighting	during	
the	offensive	which	took	place	in	2015.	Malnutrition	rates	remain	alarming	across	Unity,	
with the Global Acute Malnutrition rate estimated to be 26.2 per cent.

Partners face challenges to meet growing needs 
in and around Wau 
Humanitarian partners have scaled-up their presence to respond to large-scale 
displacement	in	and	around	Wau	town.	However,	they	are	facing	challenges.

More	than	83,100	people	are	estimated	to	be	displaced	in	the	areas	in	and	around	Wau	
town	following	intense	fighting	in	late	June	and	ongoing	skirmishes	and	attacks	in	July.	
This	includes	at	least	44,300	internally	displaced	people	(IDPs)	sheltering	at	various	
locations	in	Wau	town,	including	in	the	UNMISS	protected	area,	the	Catholic	Cathedral,	
South	Sudan	Red	Cross	(SSRC)	and	Nazareth	compounds.	In	addition,	more	than	
38,800	people	are	estimated	to	be	displaced	in	the	Greater	Baggari	Area	-	including	in	
Biringi,	Ngo	Halima,	Tadu,	and	Ngisa	-	and	Mboro.	This	includes	an	estimated	15,000	to	
20,000	people	who	were	re-displaced	by	fighting	in	the	Greater	Baggari	Area	in	mid-July,	
forcing	them	to	flee	further	into	the	bush.

Humanitarian	organizations	are	providing	health	services,	psychosocial	support,	
family	tracing	and	reunification,	and	access	to	clean	water	and	sanitation.	Shelter	
and	relief	items	—	including	plastic	sheets,	mosquito	nets	and	sleeping	mats	—	have	
been	distributed	to	some	10,100	IDP	
households	at	the	UNMISS	base,	in	Wau	
town	and	in	surrounding	areas.	So	far,	
236	cases	of	unaccompanied,	separated	
and missing children having been 
reported,	of	whom	13	have	been	already	
been	reunified	with	their	families.	Mass	
nutrition screening for children under 
age 5 and pregnant and lactating women 
is	ongoing	and	all	children	identified	as	
severely acutely malnourished (SAM) or 
moderately acutely malnourished (MAM) 
have been provided with treatment. Food 
distributions to IDPs in the PoC and in 
other locations in town are ongoing.

One aid worker was 
killed during fighting in 
Buaw, Koch County.

Map:OCHAMap:	OCHA
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For	further	information,	please	contact:	 
Guiomar Pau Sole,	Public	Information	Officer,	pausole@un.org 
Matilda Moyo,	Reporting	Officer,	moyo1@un.org 

OCHA	humanitarian	bulletins	are	available	at:	www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.reliefweb.int

Around 845,000 
people will be food 
insecure by the end of 
July 2016 in Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal.

In	early	July,	humanitarian	organizations	were	able	to	access	areas	outside	of	Wau	town,	
where	IDPs	were	hiding	in	the	bushes,	in	urgent	need	of	services.	During	these	missions,	
shelter	and	other	materials	were	distributed	to	1,400	households	in	Ngisa	and	more	than	1,000	
households	in	Mboro.	Partners	in	Mboro	conducted	malnutrition	screening	and	treatment,	
health	consultations	and	vaccination	of	children,	and	two	boreholes	were	rehabilitated	in	Ngisa.

However,	as	of	mid-July,	several	humanitarian	organizations	began	to	face	serious	
challenges	accessing	areas	outside	of	Wau	town,	including	harassment	at	checkpoints	
and threats to aid workers. Access negotiations are ongoing to ensure those in desperate 
need outside of the town are able to receive assistance.

In	order	to	support	partners	to	scale-up	their	response	in	and	around	Wau,	the	Humanitarian	
Coordinator has decided to allocate US$2.5 million from the Common Humanitarian Fund 
(CHF).	This	will	enable	vital	and	life-saving	action	by	aid	workers,	including	delivery	of	health	
and	nutrition	services,	non-food	items,	water,	sanitation	and	hygiene,	protection	and	education.

Read IOM press release:  http://bit.ly/2a0M6qr

Food insecurity and malnutrition rising in 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal
As	many	as	six	in	every	ten	people	in	Northern	Bahr	El	Ghazal	(NBeG)	-	845,000	peo-
ple	-	are	projected	to	be	food	insecure	by	the	end	of	July,	according	to	the	latest	Food	
Security	Integrated	Phase	Classification	(IPC)	report.

The nutrition situation is likewise deteriorating. The Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) for 
NBeG	is	33.3	per	cent,	more	than	double	the	emergency	threshold	of	15	per	cent.		

According	to	nutrition	partners,	from	January	to	April	2016,	one	third	of	the	total	new	ad-
missions for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) across the country came from NBeG. Most 
of those new admissions were from Aweil East County. The number of children admitted 
to	one	partner’s	Outpatient	Therapeutic	Programmes	(OTP)	in	the	first	five	months	of	
2016 is nearly equal to the total admitted in the entirety of 2015.

Factors	contributing	to	the	deteriorating	food	security	and	nutrition	situation	could	include:	
low	rainfall	in	2015,	which	caused	drought-like	conditions,	resulting	in	46	per	cent	of	the	
population	having	poor	cultivation	of	crops;	the	economic	crisis	and	resultant	increase	in	
market prices in the highly market-dependent state (nearly 54 per cent of the population 
is	reliant	on	markets);	and	a	measles	outbreak	which	spiked	from	mid-April	to	mid-May,	
affecting mainly Aweil North and West and children under age 5. 

Authorities	have	estimated	that	over	60,000	people	from	Aweil	East	and	North	have	fled	
to	Sudan	in	2016,	primarily	due	to	shortages	of	food.	

Partners scale-up response
As	food	insecurity	deteriorates,	partners	are	scaling	up	their	efforts	to	support	the	people	
of NBeG to access and produce the food they so crucially need. 

More	than	270,000	people	are	receiving	some	form	of	food	assistance	in	NBeG	as	part	
of efforts to scale up food assistance through the lean season. This includes both general 
food rations for severely food insecure households alongside nutrition interventions and 
food assistance for assets programmes. 

As	the	planting	season	intensifies,	Food	Security	and	Livelihoods	partners	have	acceler-
ated	their	efforts	to	get	vital	seeds,	agricultural	tools	and	other	materials	to	some	of	the	
most vulnerable communities in the NBeG. 

Read more:  http://bit.ly/29Qyov2

As food insecurity 
deteriorates, partners 
are scaling up their 
efforts to support the 
people of Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal.

The Common 
Humanitarian Fund 
will allocate US$2.5 
million to scale-up 
humanitarian response 
in and around Wau.


