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UNEP South Sudan Programme 
 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the lead environment agency of the UN 
system and a global environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda. UNEP 
mandate is to coordinate the development of environmental policy with consensus and bringing 
emerging issues to the attention of governments and the international community for action.  
 
UNEP is present in South Sudan since 2009 and has been working with the government and 
communities in addressing the environmental issues of the country, recognising that natural 
resources provide the most basic needs for energy, shelter, water and food.  The purpose of the 
programme is: “To promote sustainable use of natural resources and environmental assets in the post 
conflict context in South Sudan”.  
 
In South Sudan, UNEP has been working with the Ministry of Environment & Forestry, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Ministry of Water Resources& Irrigation and other line ministries including national and 
international NGOs, UN agencies and academia and is providing support and technical assistance in 
the following areas:  
 
a) Environmental Governance: UNEP provides technical support and guidance to the Government of 

South Sudan and key ministries on developing new environmental policies, legislation and 
accession and compliance to Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs).  
 

b) Community Forestry: UNEP has been providing support to the Ministry of Forestry at the national 
and state levels on: technical assistance in the development of the South Sudan Forest Policy; 
building the capacity to manage the forests sustainably and to raise awareness on community 
forestry in the country. 

 
c) Solid waste (garbage) management: UNEP in collaboration with municipal authorities, NGOs and 

communities  initiated a number of activities to improve the garbage / solid waste management 
situation in Juba including: awareness-raising; clean-up campaigns; environmental assessment; 
improvement of  health and safety of waste pickers at the waste dump site; and municipal waste 
composition analysis;  

 
d) Other interventions / projects:  UNEP is also supporting South Sudan in developing action plans, 

strategies and projects for addressing the issues of climate change, biodiversity, deforestation, 
renewable energy and water resource management. Some of UNEP’s recently completed and new 
initiatives / projects are: 
 

 A joint UNEP-FAO project on assessment of water harvesting structures for and peacebuilding;  
 

 Improved livelihoods and living conditions through introduction of energy efficient and 
renewable technologies;  
 

 Strengthening wildlife management structures to combat illegal wildlife trade and promote 
tourism in South Sudan; 
 

 Building resilience of communities to natural disasters and climate change shocks through 
awareness raising, equipment support and building capacity of the government; and  
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 Preparing a ‘’State of the Environment’’ report for South Sudan. 
 
 

 
For more information, please contact: Arshad Khan, Country Programme Manager at 
arshad.khan@unep.org  
 
OR visit UNEP South Sudan website: 
 
http://www.unep.org/disastersandconflicts/CountryOperations/southsudan/tabid/79276/Default.asp
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