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Good morning ladies and gentlemen of the media, and welcome to the United Nations weekly press 

briefing broadcast live on UN radio Miraya from UN House, in Juba. A warm welcome to our radio 

listeners who have tuned in and the media from Torit, and also of course of very Ramadan Mubarak 

to our Muslim friends. 

Today our guest speaker is Mr. Arshad Khan, the Country Manager of the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) in South Sudan. Mr. Khan will speak to you about the World 

Environment Day which took place last Sunday, 5 June. He will highlight the importance of taking 

into account environmental issues to achieve sustainable development, and stress the importance of 

wildlife, South Sudan heritage. Wildlife heritage is in fact theme of World Environment Day.  

 

International World Environment Day 

 

Let me start with some excerpts of the message of the UN Secretary-General in which he stresses 

the importance of preserving wildlife and fight against illegal trade. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

has praised another African country:  Angola which has declared it will "no longer tolerate the sale of 

illegal wildlife products, and is strengthening legislation and increasing border controls to restore 

elephant populations that were devastated by the country's civil war.  Such action sends a strong 

message that wild species of plants and animals are a precious commodity that must be sustainably 

managed and protected from illegal trade”, the Secretary-General said. 

The Secretary-General urged “people and governments everywhere to overcome indifference, 

combat greed and act to preserve our natural heritage for the benefit of this and future 

generations''. 

Looting the wildlife heritage is unfortunately something also happening in South Sudan. In fact you 

may recall that on 25 May, the National Wildlife Service found frozen pangolin meat and elephant 

tusk ivory at the airport. Both elephants and pangolins are part of the wildlife heritage of South 

Sudan.  

See more at: http://www.unep.org/stories/WorldEnvironmentDay/Stand-with-the-United-Nations-

and-Angola.asp#sthash.u7XaeQsS.dpuf 

 

Visit of the Head of the UN Department of Peacekeeping operations (DPKO)  

The Under-Secretary-General in charge of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) will 

be visiting South Sudan from Friday till Monday. He is coming to assess the situation following the 
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formation of the Transitional Government of National Unity and to demonstrate the continued 

commitment of the United Nations and UNMISS to support South Sudan. He will also be travelling to 

Bentiu and Malakal to assess the current situation in the PoC sites and interact with peacekeepers.  

 

On the Protection of Civilians’ sites 

According to our latest figures, 2 June 2016, UNMISS currently protects some 170,000 civilians 

(169,983) in the six UNMISS protection of civilians sites in South Sudan.  

bit.ly/1suYg4x 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bor 

The number of civilians in Bor has decreased by 20% - some 500 - in the last months. 

Civilians have indicated they want to go farming, while women are seen going to the market 

during the day. We have had a very touching Catholic ceremony in the Bor Cathedral on 

Sunday 29 may, when 14 PoC site residents, including 4 men, were welcomed by the priest 

at the Sunday Mass service which was celebrated with and for all communities from Bor. 

These moves are encouraged by the local authorities, and are a result of the ongoing 

engagement of UNMISS with the local Governor Philippe Aguer. On the same day, the 

Governor also held an open meeting with youth to sensitize them to the importance of the 

implementation of the peace agreement. He urged the gathering to embrace the peace 

agreement and support peace and reconciliation by allowing the community living in the Bor 

PoC site to move freely to Bor town. The youth welcomed the peace and reconciliation 

messages delivered by the Governor.       

 

 

REGION 

 

LOCATION 

Number of 

civilians seeking 

protection 

Central  

Equatoria  

UN House PoC I & III 27,959 

Unity Bentiu  98,653 

Upper Nile 

 

Malakal 40,448 

Melut 700 

Jonglei Bor 2,004 

Western Bahr  

El Ghazal 

Wau 219 

TOTAL  169,983 

http://bit.ly/1suYg4x


Bentiu 

In Bentiu, over 20,000 civilians have left since the peace agreement was signed and the 

move continues. We have been tracking movements of entries and exits: between 26th of 

May and 2nd June there have been 196 new arrivals who have indicated that food was the 

reason why they had come to the site - 50/50 male – female while 692 civilians exited the 

site, almost half of them to Leer (22%) and Rubkona (21%) counties.  

As you know, there is an UNMISS Temporary Operating Base in Leer which ensures an 

UNMISS presence in the county through the base but also the patrols conducted by the 

Force in the county. There is also, as in Rubkona, an enhanced humanitarian response 

which has prompted farmers and villagers to return to their homes to plant their crops, and 

this in a context of severe food insecurity.  

Last week has also been the lowest number of new arrivals from Mayiendit County.  

 

Malakal 

You may recall that last week some 2,000 civilians were still in the UNMISS logistical base, 

the log base. I can announce that by yesterday they have all returned to the PoC sites, with 

the support of the International Organization for Migrations (IOM) as well as the Danish 

Refugee Council (DRC). We are also finalizing the enhancement of the security perimeter 

with additional fences. 

 

Force 

The engineering unit of the Bangladesh contingent serving under UNMISS has just 

completed the repair of the 56 km road between Juba and Rokon, towards Mundri and 

handed it over to local authorities yesterday.  It used to take 6 hours from Juba to Rokon, 

and the road was only passable during the dry season. It now takes 2 and a half hours and 

the road can be used throughout the year.  

The work lasted almost 3 months, marram was spread all over the length of the road and 

drainage facilities were built when and where necessary. In fact, a whole drainage system 

was built along the road to safeguard it from water logging. 

Infrastructure are crucial for a sustainable development of South Sudan, building and 

maintaining infrastructure to ensure all people of South Sudan are connected, to give 

farmers access to markets and more generally allow the people of South Sudan to trade 

commodities. This is one of the ways to improve the economy, education, the provision of 

medical services and ultimately reach peace.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/unmissmultimedia/albums/72157669455083035  

 

***** 

 

Let me now give the floor to our guest: Mr. Arshad Khan, the UNEP Country Programme Manager. 

Mr. Khan can be reached at arshad.khan@unep.org  and UNEP website on South Sudan is: 

http://www.unep.org/disastersandconflicts/CountryOperations/southsudan/tabid/79276/Default.aspx 

 

Arshad Khan, the UNEP Country Programme Manager  
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First of all I would like to thank UNMISS for providing this opportunity to UNEP for the press briefing. 

World Environmental Day is celebrated throughout the world on 5th June to raise awareness and to 

take positive environmental actions to protect nature and the planet Earth. It was established by the 

United Nations General Assembly in 1972 at the United Nations Conference on the Human 

Environment and since then it has been celebrated every year with a different theme. 

 

The theme of this year’s World Environment Day is “ Go Wild for Life’’ which focuses on encouraging 

people to celebrate species under threat and take actions to help safeguard them for future 

generations. UNEP South Sudan in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment & Forestry and 

the Ministry of Wildlife & Tourism has commemorated the World Environment Day in Juba on June 

5, 2016. The main objective of celebrating the World Environment Day in South Sudan is to increase 

public awareness on illegal wildlife trade and poaching. 

 

The illegal wildlife trade is driving species to the brink of extinction while posing environmental, 

economic and security risks. Elephants are being slaughtered for their ivory, rhinos for their horns, 

and pangolins for their scales. For some species, the illegal trade in wildlife has risen to crisis levels, 

with close to 25,000 elephants killed in 2013 alone. From 2010 till 2012 alone, 100,000 elephants 

were killed and as many as 3 rhinos poached every day during the same period. The illegal trade in 

wildlife products is eroding the Earth’s precious biodiversity, robbing us from our natural heritage 

and driving species to the brink of extinction. The killing and smuggling is also undermining 

economies and ecosystems, fueling organized crime, and feeding corruption and insecurity across 

the globe. Illegal wildlife trade is estimated to be 7 to 20 billion USD per year 

 

This is a clear indication that Illegal trade in wildlife has risen to crisis levels for some species and is a 

threat to African countries economies, communities and ecosystems - South Sudan is no exception. 

Decades of civil war and recent conflict in South Sudan have threatened to push some of the 

country’s wildlife to extinction, with poaching of elephants on the rise. There are no confirmed 

figures but it is believed that the population of elephants has been reduced to about 5,000 as 

compared to 80,000 in 1970’s in South Sudan. In addition, other species such as giraffes, antelopes, 

Nile lechwes and tiangs1 are at greatest risk. The main targets of poachers are tiangs and 

antelopes. The tiang migration in South Sudan is the second largest in Africa after wildebeests2. 

Looting the wildlife heritage is unfortunately something also happening in South Sudan. In fact you 

may recall that on 25 May, the National Wildlife Service with the support of an airport sniffer dog 

unit found 10 kilograms of frozen pangolin meat, the most trafficked mammal in the world. Both 

elephants and pangolins are part of the wildlife heritage of South Sudan. Also in May, 30 kilograms 

of smuggled elephant tusk ivory were confiscated at Juba airport. 

 

Another factor that poses threat to wildlife in South Sudan is bush meat which is cheaper than beef, 

fish or chicken in many wildlife areas of South Sudan, and hence is exploited as a food source and 

also for trading. As a result, wild animals such as white-eared kobs3, tiangs and Mongalla gazelles 

are hunted in large numbers. Moreover, development activities, particularly those for roads in the 

protected areas, are interfering with the migration routes of wildlife.  

                                                             
1
 Lechwe and tiang are antelopes in Central Africa, including South Sudan  

2
 The wildebeests, also called gnus or wildebai, are a genus of antelopes 

3
 Another type of antelope 



Considering the fact that illegal wildlife trade is also happening in South Sudan at an alarming rate, 

there is a great need to halt and reverse this trend by working together to raise awareness, enact 

and enforce stronger laws, and step up support to local communities’ efforts to stop the illegal trade 

in wildlife in the country. 

Thank you 

********* 

 

Questions and Answers. 

 

Denis Elamu, Xinhua News Agency: Can you tell us whether you are helping the wildlife ministry on 

the issue of a legal framework? Also how much land does forest cover and how much has been 

depleted? 

 

Arshad Khan (AK), UNEP:  South Sudan is a blessed country with abundant natural resources, and 

forests which are part of these natural resources. Forests cover 30 to 33% of the total land in South 

Sudan. They are crucial for the country. Unfortunately, the deforestation rate in South Sudan is also 

one of the highest in the world. It is estimated that the current deforestation rate is 1.2 to 1.5% per 

year. If this trend is continued, the fear is that that within the next 50 – 60 years, there will be no 

forest left in South Sudan, with all the negative impact it entails, from climate change to affecting 

the livelihood of people, land degradation, and lost biodiversity.  

On your first question regarding the support to the wildlife ministry, we are supporting and we are 

working on projects to strengthen the capacity of the wildlife ministry to address illegal wildlife 

trade - basically strengthening its monitoring unit based here in Juba and some other states. And we 

need also to be involving relevant communities. In fact, the project has been approved recently with 

almost three million dollars for the ministry of wildlife.  

 

Hiba Morgan from Aljazeera: On forestry, you said forestry covers 30-33 percent of South Sudan’s 

land. Did the conflict in 2013 as well as past conflicts have any impact on the forestry sector in South 

Sudan and are there regulations put in place now to try to protect it from being depleted? 

 

AK: The deforestation rate in South Sudan is one of the highest in the world, after I think Indonesia, 

Brazil and a couple of other countries. South Sudan is in the top 10. The conflict has affected the 

forest; studies show that you have teak and mahogany forests in Central and Western Equatoria 

which are worth millions of dollars on the international market. We have no evidence but the 

deforestation could be for personal gain or to support the armed conflict by selling the trees. Again, 

it is a big market, particularly mahogany wood. 

 

Turning forests into agricultural land is also a factor of deforestation. People may think that 

agriculture will benefit them more than forests. Also urbanization whereby forests are diminishing. 

So yes, the conflict has affected forests while the security situation does not allow accurate studies. 

(inaudible)  

 

Patrick Oyet, CCTV: About issues to do with PoC sites and the role played by peacekeepers. We 

understand the British were supposed to come to South Sudan to help in the peacekeeping mission, 

did they come, if they did how many, what specific role they will they be playing? 



  

Ariane Quentier (AQ), UNMISS spokesperson:  The first British peacekeepers have arrived on Friday 

with an advance team of five engineers. Another 30 will be coming in the next two weeks, and as of 

the next two weeks the deployment will be on going. Right now they are in Juba but the bulk of 

British peacekeepers will go to Bentiu and Malakal. In the end, 379 British peacekeepers will come 

to South Sudan, most of them are engineers and some of them medical staff.  

 

 AK: Let me come back to your previous question about the legislative framework. There is no 

proper legislation in the country on forestry; there is a draft bill as well as a draft policy which is 

with the ministry of justice for review, then it will be presented to the parliament. But for the 

moment there is no legislation on forestry. South Sudan is still using the Sudan forestry act. 

 

Torit, Clement, Daily Vision: In Loit, an elephant killed someone in a farm, so the youth rushed there 

and killed the elephant. Who is to blame and why? Also how can people in rural areas be protected 

from the dangers of migrating elephants? (..) Two years ago also elephants were moving in Ekotos, 

Magwi causing destruction. How can now people be protected from migrating elephants?  

 

AK: This is a human versus wildlife conflict which also happens in other parts of the globe where wild 

elephants are present. The main reason for this conflict is that elephants, buffalos or other wildlife 

have set migratory routes seasons after seasons but if they are disturbed by humans along the 

migratory routes, they get wild and may kill human beings or destroy property as well as crops. The 

same happens with urbanization when settling in areas which are the migratory routes of wildlife. 

There is a potential for conflict which can result in the loss of human as well as wildlife. (inaudible) 

Citizens and communities of this country as well as the government need to come up with plans such 

as land use plans not to allow the population to settle on routes were wildlife migrates. Such plan 

must also support communities so that wildlife does not impact negatively on properties or even 

lives. It is a complicated issue but in most of the countries particularly in Kenya, these things are 

happening and mechanism involving communities have been developed.  

 

Eye Radio, Junior Ali: You said South Sudan does not have a forestry policy and is using the Sudan 

forestry act, what is wrong with the act, is it ineffective? 

 

AK:  Well it is not ineffective. It was enacted when South Sudan was part of Sudan. There is some 

reluctance using Sudan’s legislation in this country. It is one of the reasons why this government 

wants to have its own legislation, which is also the reason why the current legislation not 

implemented in this country 

 

Daniel Majok, Nation Mirror: A number of elephants and other species are currently on the road from 

Panyagor to Twic East in Jonglei state. They are overexposed which might cost them their lives, what 

step can you make to rescue those animals? 

 

AK: I understand there are 300 elephants on the road in Jonglei state. That is the result of 

construction and settlement on the migratory route of the wildlife. Currently, there is no proper 

planning or demarcation for migratory routes, and no policy and legislation. As far as UNEP is 

concerned, we can only advise the ministry of wildlife to work with communities in these areas, and 

calmly without any harm disperse the elephants back to their own areas.  



 

Mugume (VoA): You said that bush meat is cheaper than domestic meat. How much of a concern is it 

and would you say there is an increase because of the conflict which has led to famine. What is 

UNEP doing to reduce this? 

 

AK: It is true that eating bush meat is one of the main concerns in this country. When people don’t 

have anything to eat, they don’t have any other option but to go for the wildlife. This is not only true 

for communities but - reportedly from other organizations - even soldiers and rangers have been 

involved, because of the current economic situation where soldiers might not have been paid for 

few months. The easiest or cheapest way is to hunt these animals. The other reason for hunting 

wildlife is the demand for bush meat like pangolin; some Asian countries are in great demand for its 

meat and scales, they believe it will heal them. So people out of short term benefits or greed kill 

those mammals and sell them.  

As far as UNEP is concerned, our job is not to go there and stop - which it is the duty of the 

government with their rangers and people posted in protected areas - what we can do is to raise 

awareness with communities, rangers including the SPLA soldiers, and to train them that wildlife is 

not to be killed for meat. There must be strong punishment or fines; without strong policies, you 

will not achieve much. 

 

Choul, Radio Community: My question is about IDPs. The parties to the agreement are moving on 

with the implementation of the peace agreement in Juba what is UNMISS plan for civilians living in 

their protection sites? 

 

AQ: I will first remind everyone of basic principles:  people will not be forced to leave the protection 

of civilian sites; it will have to be based on an informed choice and a voluntary decision.  

What the Mission can do is what we are doing in the area of Bentiu: facilitate a more secure 

environment around the protection of civilian sites and even project our troops through Temporary 

Operating Bases such as Leer, or Mundri, and Forward Operating Bases as in Malakal and Bentiu 

towns. We can do is try to accompany the peace implementation by an increased presence of our 

troops as just mentioned which will in turn allow humanitarian and service providers as well as 

communities to have a sense of safety that will make them decide if they want to return. 

It is happening right now. Remember that some six months ago, there were some 200.000 civilians 

in the PoC sites. Since the peace agreement was signed, they are 170,000. In other words some 

30,000 have left, most of them from the Bentiu protection of civilians’ site. As I have mentioned it is 

the result of a combination of factors: obviously the signature of the peace agreement but also the 

sense of safety that is driven by an increased presence of UNMISS force, and the enhanced response 

from the humanitarians, and finally the planting season. UNMISS has taken another initiative in 

Bentiu by agreeing to support the request of 198 farmers living in PoC site to provide them with 

protection for farming around the protection of civilians sites.  

 

Thank you very much 

 


