
Drought and Extreme water crisis in Parts of Nugal, Karkaar, Sanaag, parts of Sool and Bari regions. 

Assessment teams consisting of Government officers, FSNAU/FEWSNET, OCHA, WFP and INGOs 
members were assembled as part of FSAU post Deyr 2015/16 field assessment and sent to the regions. 
When the field assessments were completed HADMA organized a meeting for the Government food 
security focal points who were members of all the different FSNAU/FEWSNET assessment teams. The 
purpose of the meeting was to reflect on the general situation of the five regions (areas) that were 
reported to have been affected by the drought and the critical water shortage as a result of the El Nino 
phenomena. The El Nino climate change impact in Puntland resulted in erratic and irregular rainfall in all 
Puntland regions. As a result, this caused floods in part of Gardafu Region (Alula district) and Buhoodle/ 
most of Hawd livelihood zone and drought/critical water shortage in parts of Bari, Sanaag, Sool and 
Nugaal regions.  

Based on the preliminary findings of the post Deyr 2015 FSAU/FEWSNET and partners assessment, 
following are main issues reflected by 9 Government focal points who joined the teams covering Nugal, 
Karkaar, Sanaag/Haylaan, Sool and Bari/Gardafu regions:   

Due to below normal rains or failures of two consecutive rainy seasons about 65% of the above regions 
in Puntland are affected by drought.  Only the Hawd livelihood zone received very good rains but was 
then over populated by migrated pastoralists and their livestock subsequently depleting water and 
pasture.   
 
Based on the observations and preliminary findings of the individual assessment teams following are 
summary issues identified in the assessed areas:    

 High and abnormal out migration of livestock to areas with better rains such as Hawd areas 
through track transport with the cost of USD800 to USD1200 per load  and in some cases 20 
heads of live animals thus forcing those who cannot afford to remain in the drought stricken 
areas.   

 CHAPA and MEGH cyclone storms and subsequent floods destroyed the livelihoods economic 
and infrastructures of Gardafu Region (Alula areas).  

 Accessibility difficulty due to cyclones by most of the roads in some areas of Bari/Gardafu 
regions. 

 Severe water shortages and pasture in the Sool plateau of Karkaar, Sanaag, Sool, Nugaal and 
Bari regions: the teams reported that availability of water will almost be zero in most of the 
visited villages by end of January 2016. Currently water is scarcely available only few towns and 
villages with permanent water sources and some areas water is not suitable for drinking. People 
started early water trucking in most of these areas and Prices are skyrocketing.   

 Water pricies varied from 50,000 to 100,000 per drum (200 litres) which is equivalent to 2.5 to 5 
USD depending on the water stored in the Berkeds and distance to permanent water sources 
(boreholes) where water is trucked from  

 Most Berkeds are dry or damaged by previous prolonged droughts and lack of rains to harvest 

 Increased household debts levels was also very high, while at the same time lenders are 
exhausted to continue paying the debt where majority of the rural communities and pastoralists 
spend mainly on water and transportation to migrate to areas with better rains, pasture and 
water 



 Both marine and frankincense productions are reduced as well as livestock prices that are 
halved down from November onwards thus affecting the livelihoods of people in all places. 
Coastal communities who relied on fishing trade with Yemen seriously affected following the 
conflict in Yemen. 

 Reduced yield and excessive pressure on strategic boreholes in Mudug, Nugal, Sool and Ayn 
regions: These boreholes are to be monitored so that in case of breakdown spare parts are 
ready and some require fuel subsidization to ensure they are operational. 

 Reported livestock diseases: But this could not be technically verified as no dead animal bodies 
were observed by the teams.  

 
Therefore, Based on the above preliminary findings of the assessment on the deteriorated humanitarian 
situation of the areas assessed, HADMA on behalf of Puntland Government calls for an immediate 
humanitarian response to the needs of the populations affected by the drought in these regions. 
HADMA estimates that about 213,000 people are affected in eastern of Nugal, Karkaar, part of Sanaag, 
part of Sool and Bari regions of Puntland.   As per the assessment teams, these are districts severely 
affected by the drought:    

1. Gardo, Rako, southern parts of Iskushuban, Xaafuun and Waaciye Districts of Kakaar/Bari 
Regions 

2. Dangorayo and Eyl (northern part of Eyl) Districts of Nugal Region 

3. The Whole districts of eastern part of Sanaag/Haylaan Region except the coastal area and the 
eastern side of Golis range in Sanaag. 

4.   Talex and Xuddun Districts of Sool Region (Northeastern)    

 

HADMA. 


