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HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Funds are urgently needed 

for top priority frontline 
projects, pipelines and pre-
positioning ahead of the rainy 
season. 

•	 Food insecurity increases 
at a time that is traditionally 
more food insecure.

•	 A survey in Unity has found 
high levels of death. 

•	 Partners respond to the 
needs of new arrivals in 
Bentiu town as the population 
grows. 

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.69 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

658,372

No. of  se-
verely food 
insecure 
people from 
Jan - Mar 
2016

2.8 million

FUNDING

$27.9 million
funding received in 2016

2% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2016

$1.29 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Funds urgently needed to deliver vital supplies 
before the rainy season 
Humanitarian partners urgently need about US$220 million to transport and pre-position 
critical humanitarian supplies by the end of April 2016, before the rainy season begins.

More than 60 per cent of South Sudan is inaccessible by road during the rainy season. 
The dry season offers a critical window to pre-position essential relief supplies, repair 
and improve infrastructure, and scale-up humanitarian assistance by road to previously 
hard-to-reach areas, including in southern Unity, parts of Upper Nile and Jonglei. About 
150,000 metric tonnes of aid items need to be transported by road during the dry season, 
including food, seeds and tools, essential household items and emergency shelter for 
displaced families, and nutrition, health, education and water, sanitation and hygiene sup-
plies.

If funding is not received immediately to enable supplies to be procured and moved dur-
ing the dry season, humanitarian partners will be forced to resort to moving relief supplies 
by air during the rainy season, which is far more costly. Air transport costs up to six times 
more than delivery by road.

Partners have appealed for a total 
of US$1.3 billion to respond to the 
humanitarian needs of 5.1 million 
people across the country through 
the 2016 Humanitarian Response 
Plan (HRP). So far, the HRP is 
just 2 per cent funded at $27.9 
million. 

“I am deeply concerned that we 
are facing increasing needs with 
diminishing resources,” said 
Eugene Owusu, Humanitarian 
Coordinator for South Sudan. “Hu-
manitarian partners are standing 
ready to respond, but they cannot 
do so without funding.” 

CHF allocates US$20.3 million for most critical needs in South Sudan
The Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan has allocated US$20.3 million from the 
South Sudan Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) to 54 organisations to help kick-start 
the humanitarian response for 2016. However, a further US$18.4 million worth of top 
priority projects have been unable to be funded due to the depletion of the CHF.

Partners will utilize the initial $20.3 million to deliver life-saving humanitarian assistance 
and protection to people in most urgent need, provide common services - such as logis-
tics, including transportation of supplies and personnel – which support the humanitarian 
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A young refugee boy in Western Equatoria. Photo: UNHCR

Roads in most of South Sudan are impassable during the rainy season, 
cutting people off from vital humanitarian aid and services. Photo: Logistics 
Cluster.
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operation	and	maximize	efficiency	and	effectiveness,	and	inject	a	small	amount	of	funds	
into common pipelines. As soon as further funds are received, they will be allocated to the 
$18.4	million	of	pre-identified	top	priority	projects.

In 2015, the CHF allocated $92.3 million to the humanitarian response in South Sudan 
thanks to generous contributions from Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 

Theresa, the mother of a one-year-old child who was treated successfully in a Medair sta-
bilization centre in Renk funded by CHF in 2015, said: “If the clinic was not here, the situ-
ation would become worse. I want to thank the staff of the clinic. And I want to thank the 
donors. I would like to say thank you for your help for the clinics and being here for us.”

Read more: https://shar.es/147KdZ

2.8 million people face acute food and nutrition 
insecurity in post-harvest period
South Sudan is facing unprecedented levels of food insecurity, as 2.8 million people 
– nearly 25 per cent of the country’s population – remain in urgent need of food assis-
tance, and at least 40,000 people are on the brink of catastrophe in parts of Unity, at a 

time when the country is traditionally more food 
secure. 

The latest Integrated Food Security Phase Clas-
sification	(IPC)	projections	show	that	57	per	cent	
of the acutely food and nutrition insecure people 
are in Unity, Jonglei and Upper Nile, with Unity 
being	the	worst	affected	as	continued	fighting	
has displaced large populations and disrupted 
their livelihoods. 

The IPC has found overwhelming evidence of 
a humanitarian emergency in Mayendit, Koch 
and Guit counties, where the situation is likely to 
worsen during the dry season as water bodies 
where displaced communities have collected 
water	lilies	and	fish	will	dry	up.	An	estimated	
40,000 people are likely to be facing Catastro-
phe between January and March and are in 
need of urgent food and other humanitarian as-

sistance to avoid any further deterioration and escalation.

The nutrition situation remains very critical in Unity and critical in Upper Nile, Jon-
glei, Warrap, Northen Bahr el Ghazal and some parts of Eastern Equatoria where the 
prevalence of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) is above the emergency threshold (GAM 
>15%). 

The IPC analysis projects that the lean 
season – traditionally worst between April 
and July - will start early this year, and the 
hunger period will be longer than in previ-
ous years.

Humanitarian partners are calling for 
speedy implementation of the peace 
agreement, and unrestricted access to 
conflict	areas	to	deliver	much	needed	
supplies.

Read more on the IPC update: 
http://bit.ly/1or2B6w

More than 60 per 
cent of roads in South 
Sudan are impassable 
during the rainy 
season, hence the 
need to pre-position 
aid supplies during the 
dry season. 

The food security 
and nutrition situation 
remains very critical 
in Unity, where 40,000 
people are in need 
of urgent food and 
other humanitarian 
assistance.
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Food insecurity trend in South Sudan, 2013 - 2016

Reconstituting goat skins with bones. 
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Violence and drowning 
are major causes 
of death in Unity, 
according to a recent 
study. 

Thousands remain displaced and in need of  
assistance in Western Equatoria
Insecurity in parts of Western Equatoria has left tens of thousands of people in need of 
humanitarian assistance, including an estimated 50,000 people in Mundri East and West 
and an estimated 27,000 people displaced from Ezo in November 2015. However, in 
Yambio, most of the 7,000 families who sought refuge at a humanitarian organization’s 

premises following skirmishes between armed actors in late 
January 2016 have returned to their homes. 

Humanitarian operations in the hardest hit areas have been 
hampered by ongoing insecurity. However, partners are contin-
uing to engage with all actors to seek the necessary assuranc-
es to safely deliver assistance and are responding wherever 
possible. In December 2015, partners provided food assistance 
to parts of Mundri, and in February 2016, humanitarian part-
ners distributed essential household items and shelter materi-
als for around 17,500 of the most vulnerable people in Mundri 
West County, including those whose properties have been 
looted or burned. Some humanitarian partners who left Ezo 
in December due to insecurity have returned. Health partners 
conducted an assessment in Ezo on 4 February and provided 
essential medical drugs to public health facilities in the area.

Study	finds	high	levels	of	mortality	in	Unity	
A	survey	of	24	communities	in	five	counties	of	Unity	has	found	an	estimated	7,165	deaths	
due	to	violence	and	829	deaths	due	to	drowning,	usually	when	people	fled	attacks	to	hide	
in swamps, from late 2014 to late 2015. Children aged 5 and below were most affected, 
accounting for more than 80 per cent of the estimated deaths by drowning, and nearly 10 
per cent of other types of violent deaths. 

The study estimated that 4,155 children in the surveyed communities were separated 
from their families, and an estimated 890 people abducted, 85 per cent of whom were 
females, over the course of the year.

“The impacts of the crisis on these communities are shocking,” said Sue Lautze, the 
Deputy	Humanitarian	Coordinator	for	South	Sudan,	whose	office	coordinated	the	survey	
between November and December 2015. “People suffered both terrible violence and a 
lack of access to humanitarian assistance and protection at critical periods of 2015. It is 
absolutely vital that humanitarian assistance and protection be scaled up massively in 
Unity.”

One-half	of	all	households	in	the	survey	identified	as	internally	displaced,	the	majority	of	
which were headed by women. 
Over the course of the year, 
households became 20 per cent 
smaller, reducing from an average 
of 10 people to an average of 8. 
One-half of all households sent at 
least one person to a POC site. 
Some 86 per cent of households 
recorded at least one direct shock 
over the last year, including death, 
abduction, displacement or sepa-
ration of family members. 

Read more:                                
https://shar.es/14WBfg

Some of the families who temporarily sought shelter at an NGO compound fol-
lowing	fighting	in	Yambio.	Photo:	OCHA.

An enumerator conducts a survey in Unity.
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For further information, please contact:  
Guiomar Pau Sole,	Public	Information	Officer,	pausole@un.org 
Matilda Moyo,	Reporting	Officer,	moyo1@un.org, 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.reliefweb.int

The recently adopted 
NGO Bill needs to be 
submitted to public 
consultation in line with 
the peace agreement. 

Partners respond to the needs of new arrivals 
in Bentiu town
Humanitarian partners have increased their presence in Bentiu and Rubkona towns to 
respond to the needs of displaced people settled there. While about 120,000 people 
continue to shelter in the UN Protection of Civilians site in Bentiu, about 18,000 internally 
displaced people (IDP) are now registered in Bentiu and Rubkona towns, including 3,500 
IDPs who arrived in January. 

Most of the new arrivals to Bentiu and Rubkona towns are sheltering in public buildings. 
More than 290 of the most vulnerable newly arrived families have received essential 
household items and food was distributed to 18,000 people in January.

Screening of 1,712 children under age 5 during January in Bentiu and Rubkona towns 
showed concerning levels of malnutrition, with the proxy Global Acute Malnutrition rate of 
24.4 per cent well above the emergency threshold of 15 per cent. Aid workers are en-
hancing the protection of affected people and providing health and nutrition services.

Access	to	clean	water	is	a	major	concern.	Partners	have	intensified	hygiene	promotion	
activities in Bentiu Town following 98 reported cases of Hepatitis E. Latrine construction 
and distribution of soap are underway and 28 boreholes have been repaired. 

For	the	first	time	since	the	out-
break	of	conflict	in	December	2013,	
primary level exit examinations 
were administered in Bentiu town in 
January. However, school enrolment 
in Bentiu and Rubkona remains low 
with 1,196 children of the targeted 
5,000 attending classes and girls 
representing just 31 per cent of 
school children. Partners have 
embarked on a campaign to en-
courage school attendance and are 
rehabilitating classrooms to create a 
conducive learning environment. 

Humanitarian community calls for NGO Bill to 
be subject to public consultation 
The humanitarian community has called on the Government of the Republic of South 
Sudan to ensure that the Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) Bill adopted by the 
National Legislative Assembly is submitted to a process of public consultation following 
the formation of the Transitional Government of National Unity, in line with the Agreement 
on	the	Resolution	of	the	Conflict	in	the	Republic	of	South	Sudan.

“I am deeply concerned that the adoption of this Bill will have wide-ranging and negative 
ramifications	for	the	humanitarian	operation	at	a	time	when	needs	are	higher	than	ever,”	
said Mr. Eugene Owusu, Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan. “I therefore urge 
the Government to uphold both the letter and spirit of the peace agreement on this critical 
issue.” 

Read more: https://shar.es/14WQ2q

Primary school enrolment in Bentiu

In January, children 
in Bentiu have written 
crucial primary 
examinations for 
the first time since 
December 2013.

 Graphic: OCHA, January 2016 
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