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01 January-31 May 2021 Aid Worker KKA is now available on our website or on HDX. Insecurity Insight continuously 
updates data on aid workers killed, kidnapped or arrested (KKA). Updated data includes new and historic reports identified in 
open-sources and verified security incidents submitted by Aid in Danger partner agencies. 

Past editions: 02-15 June and 19 May - 01 June 

Join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter. Get in touch to report an incident or have additional information on an incident we 
have reported on. 

 

Safety, security and access incidents  
Incidents of threats and violence affecting aid workers and aid delivery. 

Africa 
Central African Republic 
24 June 2021: Near Batangafo town, Ouham prefecture, two motorcycle riders hired by MSF were 
caught in an armed ambush as they were accompanying a patient being transported by MSF staff. 
A female caretaker was shot and killed, and one motorcyclist, as well as two patients - a woman and 
her baby - were wounded. Sources: Al Jazeera and MSF Western & Central Africa 
 
Ethiopia 
As reported on 17 June 2021: In Eastern zone, Tigray region, Eritrean troops seized three trucks 
belonging to an LNGO and used them for military purposes. Source: OCHA 
 
22 June 2021: In Togoga town, Southeastern zone, Tigray region, an aid volunteer ambulance was 
shot at twice by Ethiopian soldiers who held a doctor and his team for 45 minutes. Sources: AP, 
BBC, The New York Times and Twitter 
 
24 June 2021: In Abiy Addi town, Central zone, Tigray region, three MSF staffers — namely the 

emergency coordinator, a Spanish woman; a coordination assistant, an Ethiopian man; and their 
driver, also an Ethiopian national — went missing while travelling. The next day they were found 
dead a few metres from their empty vehicle. Sources: Doctors Without Borders, France 24, MSF, 
South China Morning Post, Tapei Times, The Irish Times, The New Arab and VOA 
 

Social Media Monitoring: Ethiopian government news agency accuses humanitarian NGOs of 
collaborating with TPFL rebels. Read more 
 
Situation Report: The ceasefire following the fall of Mekelle means that violence will likely drop 
over the summer but the murder of three MSF staff shows that access for aid workers will remain 
difficult and communications limited. Analysis, predictions and mitigations for aid 
organisations here. Subscribe to updates.  

 
26 June 2021: In Mai-Tsebri town, Tigray region, unidentified perpetrators blocked 120 trucks 
carrying WFP emergency food aid. Source: Twitter 
 

http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://bit.ly/02-15JuneBMNB
https://bit.ly/19May-01JuneBMNB
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/msf-convoy-attacked-in-central-african-republic-woman-killed/ar-AALtKNw
https://twitter.com/MSF_WestAfrica/status/1408767330428010500?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1408767330428010500%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aljazeera.com%2Fnews%2F2021%2F6%2F26%2Fmsf-convoy-attacked-central-african-republic-woman-killed
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-situation-report-17-june-2021
https://apnews.com/article/africa-ethiopia-massacres-health-coronavirus-pandemic-0dce4ecf3fcc4027a35a7a3d8d234765
https://www.bbc.com/news/57602162
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/dozens-killed-in-market-airstrike-in-ethiopia-officials-say/
https://twitter.com/PsFy6EwFbotCECW/status/1408096157562281993
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.ca/article/ethiopia-horrified-brutal-murder-three-msf-colleagues
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210625-three-msf-aid-workers-killed-in-ethiopia-s-tigray
https://www.msf.org/msf-mourns-three-colleagues-brutally-murdered-ethiopia
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/africa/article/3138845/three-medecins-sans-frontieres-aid-workers-killed-ethiopias
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/world/archives/2021/06/27/2003759895
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/africa/three-aid-workers-killed-in-restive-tigray-region-of-ethiopia-1.4603890
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/three-msf-aid-workers-killed-ethiopias-tigray
https://allafrica.com/stories/202106270038.html
https://bit.ly/EthiopiaSMMJune2021
https://bit.ly/EthiopiaSitRep29June2021
https://insecurityinsight.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=6ca1f5d2d10a8ab5e9333c51f&id=e0600a616e
https://twitter.com/Eliassudan1/status/1408586481841623041
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28 June 2021: In Mekelle city, Tigray region, Ethiopian soldiers entered a UNICEF office and 
dismantled its VSAT equipment. As a result of the lack of communication, staff find it harder to work 
and deliver humanitarian aid. Sources: UNICEF and UN News 
 
Mali 
21 June 2021: In Toguere Coumbe commune, Mopti region, three NGO staff including a woman 
and two men were ambushed and abducted by Jama'at Nasr al-Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM) militants. 
Sources: ACLED2 and AWSD1  
 
24 June 2021: In Kirchamba village, Dire circle, Tombouctou region, two male Malian INGO workers 
on a vaccination campaign were kidnapped. Sources: ACLED and AWSD1  
 
Nigeria 
16 June 2021: In Maiduguri city, Borno state, the regional government suspended a French INGO 
for conducting a shooting training session in the Borno Hotel, where toy pistols and simulators were 
used. Source: Eons Intelligence 
 
South Sudan 
20 June 2021: In Machi town, Kapoeta South County, Eastern Equatoria state, gunmen shot and 
killed the security guard of a Save the Children school during a robbery, fleeing with learning kits 
and food items. Sources: AWSD1 and Save the Children 
 
Sudan 
As reported on 14 June 2021: In Blue Niles and South Kordofan states, humanitarian organisations 
have been able to access five locations controlled by the SPLMN-N, where an estimated 800,000 
people live, for the first time since 2011. WFP delivered 100 metric tons of nutritious biscuits for 
25,000 children in 83 schools.  Source: OCHA 
 
19 June 2021: In Zalingei city, Zalingi locality, Central Darfur state, two INGO aid workers were shot 
and wounded in a suspected kidnapping or carjacking incident. Source: ACLED2 

Asia and Pacific 
Afghanistan 
08 June 2021: In Baghlan-e-Markazi district, Baghlan province, unidentified perpetrators killed ten 
and injured 16 humanitarian mine clearers. Many of the victims - all local men - belonged to the 
Hazara ethnic minority. The Afghan Government has blamed the Taliban for the attack, but the latter 
denied involvement. The Islamic State subsequently announced that it had carried out the attack. 
Sources: BBC, The Khaama Press, The Telegraph and UN News 
 
28 June 2021: In Jalalabad city, Nangarhar province, two female Afghani aid workers travelling in a 
mini-bus were injured when an unknown perpetrator on a rickshaw threw a remote-controlled IED at 
the mini-bus. Source: AWSD1 
 
Australia 
25 June 2021: The Australian Government announced new regulations that would empower the 
regulator to investigate NGOs engaging in promoting serious unlawful acts of trespass, vandalism, 
theft or assault and threatening behaviour. Critics warn that, on the basis of such rules, the regulator 
could deregister organisations for encouraging people to attend peaceful protests, including protests 
on public land. Source: The Guardian 

Middle East and North Africa 
Libya 
As reported on 22 June 2021: In Tripoli, persistent violent incidents against asylum seekers and 
refugees by guards at the Mabani and Abu Salim detention centres, as well as the risk to staff safety 
led MSF to temporarily suspend its services at the facilities. Sources: MSF, The Guardian, The 
New Arab I and The New Arab II 
 
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-obstruction-unicef-humanitarian
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/06/1094962
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://eonsintelligence.com/details/1025950450/governor-zulum-suspends-french-ngo-for-conducting-shooting-training-in-borno-hotel-1943467276
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-brutal-killing-security-guard-save-children-supported-school
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-situation-report-14-june-2021-enar
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-57410265
https://www.khaama.com/killings-of-civilians-must-be-investigated-by-the-afghan-government-amnesty-international-9796/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/gunmen-kill-five-polio-workers-afghan-city-jalalabad/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/06/1093702
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/jun/28/coalition-accused-of-using-charity-crackdown-to-silence-dissent
https://www.msf.org/violence-against-migrants-forces-msf-suspend-centre-activities-libya
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/jun/24/violence-towards-refugees-at-libyan-detention-centres-forces-msf-to-pull-out
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/aid-group-halts-work-migrant-detention-centers-libya
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/aid-group-halts-work-migrant-detention-centers-libya
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/msf-withdraws-libya-following-violence-refugee-camps
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Occupied Palestinian Territories 
As reported on 25 June 2021: In an unspecified location, Israeli forces shot at a clearly marked 
Palestinian Red Crescent Society ambulance, smashing the driver’s window and injuring a 
paramedic. Sources: PRCS and Twitter 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
19 June 2021: In Qastoun village, All-Ziyarag sub-district, Al-Suqaylabiyah district, Hama 
governorate, Syrian and Russian shelling destroyed parts of a Syrian Civil Defense (SCD) centre, 
killing one volunteer paramedic and injuring three more. The facility was put out of service. Sources: 
The New Arab and The White Helmets 

The Americas 
Haiti 
26-27 June 2021: In Martissant neighbourhood, Port-au-Prince, gang members fired several shots 
in the direction of an MSF emergency centre. In response, MSF evacuated its staff and patients, and 
immediately suspended activities for the subsequent week. Source: Miami Herald 

 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and incidents of violence affecting the delivery of humanitarian 

assistance. It is part of the Aid in Danger project, by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local, 

national and international news outlets and online databases.  

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of aid delivery 

and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information 

remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 

Insecurity Insight. 2021. Aid in Danger Bi-Monthly News Brief, 16-29 June 2021. Geneva: Insecurity Insight.  

                                                                   

 

1 The Aid Worker Security Database (AWSD) does not include the names of individual victims or the agencies affected by an incident. 
This is done in consideration of the victims and their families who may not wish to have the names published in this format and to afford 
equal respect to the many victims for whom this information is not available. Accessed 01 July 2021.  

2 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 01 July 2021. 

https://mobile.twitter.com/PalestineRCS/status/1408469057679020032
https://twitter.com/Semi_Saif/status/1408861189703098372
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/medic-killed-syria-regime-strike-health-centre
https://twitter.com/SyriaCivilDef/status/1406199456064753679
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/haiti/article252423828.html
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/

