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Good morning ladies and gentlemen of the media, and welcome to the United Nations weekly press 
briefing broadcast live on UN radio Miraya from UN House, in Juba. Also a warm welcome to our 
radio listeners who have tuned in. 
 
The focus of this week’s briefing follows on from World Water Day, observed internationally and 
officially commemorated yesterday March 22 under the theme “Water and Jobs.”  The day typically 
draws attention on the importance of freshwater and advocates for the sustainable management 
of freshwater resources globally. To talk more about some of the issues and challenges on Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) in South Sudan, I am joined by guest speakers from the various UN 
agencies working on funds and programmes: 

 UNEP - United Nations Environment Programme: Martin Dramani, National Programme 
Coordinator 

 UNICEF - United Nations Children's Emergency Fund: Lillian Okwirry, Chief of WASH  

 IOM - International Organisation for Migration: Antonio Torres Ortiz, WASH Programme 
Manager and Ashley McLaughlin, Media and Communications Officer 

 
However, before I go onto introducing our guests, let me give you a quick overview of what UNMISS 
has been up to in the last week. Now a quick wrap up of some activities UNMISS has been engaged 
in over the past week: 
 

 In Lakes, our military Chinese Engineering Contingent in Rumbek, last week completed 
road repairs to the Mvolo to Tonj road.   An estimated 100km of this road has been 
rehabilitated by UNMISS which is critical for movement of heavy trucks carrying crucial 
UNMISS and Humanitarian supplies from Juba to Wau; 

 In Lakes, UNMISS funded and participated in a government-led peace conference between 
the Dinka Agar sub-clans of Ruop, Pakam and Kuei.  Also in Lakes, UNMISS supported a 
peer-counseling workshop for 15 church leaders in Rumbek, organized by the Dynamic Peer 
Counselor Group, affiliated to Diocese of Rumbek; 

 In Bor, the mission facilitated a one-day forum to identify gender-based issues of conflict 
and suggest solutions. Sessions on dialogue and mediation skills were also conducted. Thirty-
five women drawn from different locations in Bor with representatives of Duk and Twic East 
counties attended the forum.   Also in Bor UNMISS conducted a two-day awareness 
programme on human rights and child protection issues.  The training focused on ending 
the recruitment of children into the armed forces, exploitation of children, sexual violence, 
and human rights; 

 In Unity, UNMISS conducted a two-day workshop in Thonyor,  targeting local authorities, 
civil society organizations, and community leaders with a view to development of a holistic 
approach to protection of civilians in the area; 
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 On protection of civilians’ UNMISS force continues with executing the mission’s mandate, 
and reaches out to the local communities through daily patrols which are conducted across 
the country.  And this week the mission has carried out approximately 1,800  combined long 
duration and short duration patrols all over the country; 

 
Turning to the Protection of Civilians’ sites:  
 

 
STATE 

 
LOCATION 

Number of 
civilians seeking 

protection 

Central  
Equatoria  

UN House PoC I & III 27,950 

Unity Bentiu  119,647 

Upper Nile 
 

Malakal 40,448 

Melut 700 

Jonglei Bor 2,289 

Western Bahr  
El Ghazal 

Wau 219 

TOTAL  191,253 

 

 Malakal - Currently UNMISS is providing protection to 40,448 Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) in the PoC site.  As a result of last month’s incidents, some 30,000 IDPs moved to an 
area closer to UNMISS premises at the log base, while some 10,000 remained in the PoC site.  
In addition we have 5,000 IDPs who left the PoC for the town following the incidents of Feb. 
17/18, and these are receiving support from humanitarian partners, with assistance from 
UNMISS; 

 Progress has been made in recovering the site and meeting IDPs’ needs. The Mission and 
humanitarian partners are coordinating on site rehabilitation and living conditions for the 
IDPs such as clearing debris, assessing shelter capability and space allocation and relocation 
of  the IDPs to the PoC site is expected to commence soon; 

 In Juba – On Saturday, at approximately 11:30am a fight broke out between individuals of 
two different internally displaced communities in the market area within the Juba PoC 1.  
The mission immediately put in place measures, including deploying additional security 
elements to affected areas within the PoC site, and along the perimeters of the UN House 
compound. And by the afternoon the situation returned to normal; 

 Regrettably, as a result of the disputes, one IDP died from their wounds following the 
morning altercations; 

 Since the weekend the IDP camp leadership have met to discuss strategies for 
interventions in addressing such situations in the future. And to work alongside the already 
establish Community Watch Group within the PoC, camp leaders have established 
Emergency Response Teams who’s responsibility will be to provide early warning and refer 
unresolved matters to the council of elders, who will look to address the issues using 
traditional mechanisms; 

 The Mission continues reinforcing its cooperation, sharing of information and efforts with 
the IDP leadership in order to mitigate any further possible incidents.  

 
We also have a Statement issued last week by the Security Council expressing alarm at the situation 
in the country deep concern with the ongoing violence in South Sudan. Copies of the statement 
have been made available to you in the information packets. 



 
************** 

 
Mr. Martin Dramani, UNEP National Programme Coordinator 
 
Water is an important subject and one of the environmental resources. South Sudan is blessed with 
extensive wetlands with the Sudd being the biggest and covering three states. The total wetland 
area in terms of total land cover is about 5 percent and most of these wetlands are not well 
developed. Wetlands in South Sudan host a vast fauna and flora (small animals and plants) with 
some species not found anywhere else in the world. South Sudanese use these resources such as 
vipers, water lilies, wild fruits and fish to sustain themselves. According to some reports, 170-200 
tons of fish are produced in the year which means the country could double its hard currency by 
exporting these resources.  
 
Nevertheless, there are some challenges facing these wetlands such as settlement, degradation of 
these areas from oil exploration and production and poaching of wildlife. There are also invasive 
plant species coming from Lake Victoria which stop the penetration of light and oxygen into the 
water which affects the living beings. 
 
Regarding UNEP activities, we have been doing an inventory of wetlands, including around Juba. 
These wetlands are important in terms of precipitations and erratic rain falls are directly linked to 
the problem of evaporation affecting most of them. UNEP did also an assessment and developed 
guidelines on the issue of water for livestock which is a source of conflict. When the water 
resources dry out, people move to places where other communities live which can create conflict 
but also environmental degradation. This is why UNEP is working closely with FAO to address this 
issue. UNEP did an assessment on how the local water structures can be technically maintained in an 
environmental, social and sustainable manner.  
 
More on UNEP website: 
http://www.unep.org/disastersandconflicts/CountryOperations/southsudan/tabid/79276/Default.as
px 
 
When it comes to climate changes, UNEP supported the government in drafting a national 
programme of action, which has been endorsed to the Council of Ministers last Friday along with 
national plan of action for the Paris conference 2021. That programme of action helps the 
communities affected by climate change and variability to adapt to drought and flood which affect 
their livelihoods and also the river streams and impede development of the areas. UNEP also did 
some assessment and developed guidelines in many cities on waste management, working in many 
cities and here with Juba City Council to ensure waste are properly managed instead of seen 
communities affected by their pollution, and diseases being spread. 
 

************** 
 

Mr. Antonio Torres Ortiz, IOM WASH Programme Manager 
 
Across South Sudan, the crisis has placed significant strain on existing WASH infrastructure and 
practices. The safety and wellbeing of IDPs and host communities depends on effective and timely 
humanitarian interventions to meet urgent needs, including access to safe water and adequate 
sanitation, as well as hygiene promotion. 
 
IOM WASH activities in South Sudan have four components: 

1. Providing WASH services in the protection of civilians’ sites (PoCs); 
2. Procuring and managing supplies from WASH core pipeline; 
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3. Providing mobile response teams in hard-to-reach areas; 
4. Supporting cluster coordination through a dedicated State Focal in Upper Nile State. 

 
Going back to the first component, we assist IDPs with provision of water in the PoCs of Malakal, 
Bentiu and Melut. In Malakal, this means treating the water from River Nile, supplying it to the PoC 
through a 2km pipeline and also supplying the sanitation infrastructures along with our partners, 
and hygiene promotion. We coordinate our activities with other agencies working in the PoCs to 
ensure a comprehensive provision of WASH services.  
 
In Bentiu like in Malakal, IOM is working with partners to support provision of water and facilities, 
including care maintenance of these facilities.  We take care of the drainage for the entire site and 
liquid waste management. We aslo provide hygiene and sanitation services. In Melut, where the PoC 
population is smaller, we also provide services to IDPs but with an aim to strengthen the knowledge 
of communities on water treatment and hand washing so they can build on their own capacities and 
sustain themselves and reintegrate their settlements. 
 
In term of population reach in PoCs but also with the mobile response deployed to the areas in 
needs as identified by the WASH Cluster, we have reached 234,000 people in 2015 both from PoCs 
and mobile response.  
 
On the core pipeline project, IOM procures and manages core pipeline items, with 450,400 
beneficiaries across the country last year. Together with the cluster coordination, we provide to 
these partner organizations materials so they can implement their own activities, according to the 
preposition plan in Rumbek, Wau, Malakal, Melut, Bentiu and Juba. Rumbek is serving as UNHAS 
(United Nations Humanitarian Air Service) logistical hub to transport and distribute materials to 
hard-to-reach areas.  
 
Finally, we support the cluster coordination through a dedicated State Focal Point in Malakal, 
Upper Nile State, who has been present in the area since the crisis escalated in January 2014. 
 
IOM plans for the future are to strengthen provision of WASH services in PoC sites, as well as 
expanding services to surrounding towns but also to build on knowledge transmission to the 
communities so they can reintegrate their settlements and be sufficient out the PoCs. We will also 
continue with the mobile teams and preposition and management of core pipeline materials.  
 

************** 
 

Ms. Lillian Okwirry, UNICEF Chief of WASH  
 
Water is life. This press briefing is quite on point since yesterday we celebrated World Water Day 
which aims at bringing awareness and I will start with few facts on world situation: 

 Today 1.8 billion people in the world lack safe water and in South Sudan, according to the 
GMP, only 59 percent of the people have access to safe water.  

 Globally, a third of schools lack access to safe water and sanitation. Only 23 percent of 
schools have WASH facilities today in South Sudan.  

 Regarding healthcare facilities, over 50 percent lack safe WASH facilities, let alone 
sanitation facilities which are functional.  

 Children malnutrition is widespread in South Sudan and poses a serious issue.  

 The number of people who lack latrines is more than the number of people without mobile 
phones. 

UNICEF is the lead WASH cluster agency in South Sudan and as such, we take these facts very 
seriously. UNICEF is also the core pipeline manager, managing 80 percent of the WASH core 



pipeline, procuring, distributing and prepositioning core pipeline WASH materials, for an effective 
response in the country. 
 
UNICEF is working twofold, with humanitarians and other partners, in the PoCs and outside. For 
instance, in Bentiu, we recently drained 10 boreholes that are now functioning so we can provide 
water to 120,000 IDPs in the site. We are also looking at the returnees since people start to go back 
to Rubkona and Bentiu towns, trying to rehabilitate water systems. The pool factor for people to 
leave the PoCs are services so if we provide them with services, people will return to their original 
areas. 
 
UNICEF is also working in Juba where it provides 110 safe water trucks into the PoCs and latrines, 
together with our partners, including garbage collection. Since water trucking is quite expensive, 
UNICEF is planning in developing a water pipeline to the PoC which will also deserve Rejaf Payam, 
where there was a cholera outbreak last year, to ensure safe water in this area. In Upper Nile, we 
are working with cluster partners for people who moved outside the PoC, on drinking water systems 
and rehabilitation of Malakal water system, which will require a lot of efforts from UNICEF and 
partners.  
 
UNICEF has aslo done an assessment of the South Sudan Water Bottle Corporation. Currently, water 
facilities are only working at 30 percent of their capacity because of the economic crisis which has 
impacted very hard on the water sector. Most people cannot afford treated water in Juba and 
UNICEF is looking into ways how to solve this issue in long and medium term. 
 
UNICEF has been working on the Guinea Worm Eradication programme. In 2006, South Sudan has 
the highest rate with 20,000 cases registered. Last year, we recorded only 5 cases and this is thanks 
to safe water. Safe water is really critical for the eradication of guinea worm. UNICEF has drilled 
up-to-date 800 boreholes in the guinea worm endemic areas, working closely with communities 
and training pump technicians to provide services at the local level. These trained technicians are 
in Aweil and Western Bahr el-Ghazal and provide a quick and efficient repair work although almost 
30 percent of water facilities in these areas are still not working but we get there. 

 
Regarding the UNICEF sanitation component, we started the CLTS (Committee Led Total Sanitation) 
to bring non subsidies to work on the community efforts to build their own latrines looking at their 
own budget and decide how to manage these facilities. We also work with the hygiene promotion 
social mobilization, especially after two outbreaks of cholera, on preparedness. Thanks to that in 
after over 6,000 cases in 2014, we were able to reduce and contain rapidly cholera in 2015. UNICEF 
as WASH cluster lead works together with WASH cluster partners so we can response effectively, 
provide supplies and reach as many people as we can, also with mobile response, with integrated 
package including nutrition, child protection, education, food delivery, etc.  
 
World Water Day is an opportunity for everybody to put water as a priority. The financing and even 
the national budget for water is very low and sanitation is not treated importantly so UNICEF is 
trying to create awareness on the fact that water is an important economic good and water 
provides jobs, 3 out 4 jobs are water-related, hence this year’s theme on how do we perceive jobs 
in the water sector. 
 

************** 
 

 
 
 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
 



Question, unidentified journalist from Torit (The Daily Vision Newspaper): My question is for 
UNICEF. Given the job ratio you gave how people can find jobs in the water sector with so little 
funding? 
 
Ms. Lillian Okwirry, UNICEF Chief of WASH (LO): Funding has also been low for water sector. This is 
why UNICEF with its partners regularly advocates for more funding during high-level meetings with 
donors.  Every job is water-related because water is the backbone of any development. So our role 
is to raise awareness through initiatives such as SOWA or AMCOW (African Ministerial Committee 
for Water) to promote careers in water sector. 
 
---------------- 
 
Question, unidentified journalist from Torit (Juba Monitor): How IOM is addressing the conflict at 
water points? My second question is for all the speakers, you talked a lot about activities in the 
PoCs, what are the other activities you carry out in other parts of the country? 
 
Mr. Antonio Torres Ortiz, IOM WASH Programme Manager (ATO): To address water conflicts, IOM 
provides sufficient and equitable quantity of water with adequate number of water points to be 
reached in a uniform way by all populations. Thanks to our programme building and reinforcement 
of activities, there is an increase of water points and water quantity being produced. In parallel, we 
also monitor the influx of IDPs in PoCs and the arrival of additional communities in an area which can 
potentially impact on the water situation. To address this issue, we work twofold by improving the 
infrastructure and also with our community mobilisers by talking to the communities and raising 
awareness on WASH issues. 
 
LO: UNICEF has been working with other communities on sanitation, by drilling water boreholes, 
like in Lakes region, building latrines using community-based approach so the communities so can 
build their own latrines. We also performed an assessment on spring catchment around Yambio, 
where there are a lot of springs which could produce a lot of water and associated to a solar system, 
ease the problem of water shortage in the area. In Eastern Equatoria, like in Kapoeta, 43 boreholes 
are going to be drilled, targeting villages affected by guinea worm and water shortage. We also 
work with WASH partners according to a surveillance mechanism to see which contaminated water 
points used by the communities and treat the water so the population can drink it safely. I 
mentioned earlier the rehabilitation of water system in Rubkona, Bentiu but for Malakal, there is still 
a lot of funding needed to get the water system working.  
 
Ms. Ashley McLaughlin, IOM Media and Communications Officer (AML): The deployment of mobile 
response teams is a way to reach population outside the PoCs, not only IDPs but also host 
communities, like we did last November in Jonglei in Kurwai, by delivering emergency supplies and 
strengthening capacity of local communities, training them on hygiene promotion, so they have 
enough resources and knowledge to stay healthy. We still face an issue of funding and a way of 
improving our actions with the money we have is sharing skills thanks to a synergy between WASH 
and health partners to maximize efficiency and reach more people.  
 
Mr. Martin Dramani, UNEP National Programme Coordinator (MD): Since access to water is very 
important, UNEP developed guidelines on how can water points be managed and maintained 
technically in a sustainable way.  
 
---------------- 
 
Question, Jason Patinkin (freelancer): During a visit to Malakal last month, the Head of UNMISS 
paid a courtesy call to the Eastern Nile Governor. Does that mean that UNMISS recognize the 28 



states and current boundaries of Eastern Nile State?  UNSC, JMEC, and IGAD have made clear their 
position on that issue? What is UNMISS stance? 
 
Ms. Shantal Persaud, UNMISS Acting Spokesperson (SP): The SRSG’s courtesy call paid to the Eastern 
Nile Governor during her visit to Malakal was part of the mission mandate which is to establish 
relationships and work with local authorities on the ground. Regarding the 28 states, I will get back 
to you in writing. 
 
---------------- 
 
Question, Richard Sultan (The Dawn Newspaper): Regarding UNMISS latest press release on calm 
returning to Juba PoC after incident over the weekend, could you tell what was the reason for 
these disturbances? 
 
SP: UNMISS is currently working with the Community Watch Group to ascertain exactly what 
happened and another mechanism has been put in place by the community leaders themselves to  
identify early warning and address the issues using traditional mechanisms. 
 
---------------- 
 
Question, Waakhe Simon Wudu (Voice of America): UNEP mentioned the impact of man activities 
on environment in South Sudan? What are the solutions to address this challenge? 
 
MD: The bill UNEP has supporting the Ministry of Environment with is still with the parliament and 
if it passed and becomes a law, it will help addressing some of the environmental issues you 
mentioned. It will need a body, as the environmental authorities, to enforce because for now, there 
is nothing condemning deforestation, poaching of wildlife other than an article in the national 
constitution stating that everybody is responsible for respecting the environment. Waste 
management causes so many challenges, because waste creates chemical reactions that can reach 
even down and contaminate the water.  
 
---------------- 
 
Question, Ray Okech (Eye Radio): How much South Sudan is losing in dollars in terms of energy? 
 
MD: South Sudan is facing many environmental challenges. It is difficult to quantify in dollars how 
much South Sudan is losing but UNEP did an assessment recently on how much each household is 
using and revealed that up to three bucks of charcoal are used every day in Juba, where the 
population approximates 500,000. You need three trees to make one buck of charcoal and if this 
trend continues and since there are no other sources of energy available for cooking and heating 
and nobody is planting trees, this will become a major challenge. 
 
Thank you to our guest speakers, this concludes the UNMISS press briefing for this week. 

[END of BRIEFING] 
 


