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 EDITORIAL 
Issue 180 – October 19th, 2009   

Arabs and Kurds: Which future? 
Tensions between the Arab and Kurdish communities in the North and West of Iraq 

are the main destabilizing factor in the country, warns a senior American military official in 
Bagdad, General Steve Lanza. After the terrorist threat presented by Al Qaida in 2006-2007 
and the inter-Shiite conflict in 2008, current tensions could represent the beginning of a "third 
phase” of crisis. 

 
Tensions arose because of the American decision in 2003 which authorized their 

Kurdish allies to occupy 80 000 km2 of territory bordering the three Northern provinces that 
they were governing. "80 000 km2, is three times the surface of their three provinces ", 
highlighted an Iraqi Official in an Arabic newspaper. It is thus hardly surprising that their 
Arabic neighbors are protesting today. At that time, the Kurds were allied with the Shiites- the 
main allies of the Americans. It is they who, with the American proconsul Paul Bremer, 
drafted the federal constitution which has caused Iraq so many difficulties. 

 
How to return the Kurdish Peshmerga to their three Northern provinces? Prime 

Minister Nouri al-Maliki has endorsed various ventures in the last months in order to find an 
answer to the question. He tests his Kurdish neighbors by sending up an Iraqi army brigade 
here or there, but faces Peshmergas who refuse to give a single square meter of land. The 
Americans have proposed cooperation between US forces and Iraqi and Kurdish forces, and 
joint patrols, but it was in vain. 

 
The situation on the ground is getting worse. There are areas of tensions between 

Arabs and Kurds, which undoubtedly strengthens the position of Al Qaeda which has been 
more or less expelled from other areas in Iraq. A new theater of potential ethnic violence 
which Al Qaeda will inevitably try to capitalize on.  

 
Taking advantage of American patronage, the Kurds went a long way to establish 

their autonomy in 2003. Perhaps too far? They probably knew that, faced with a choice 
between Bagdad and Erbil, the Americans will probably ultimately choose Iraq. That may be 
why they started to redefine their relations with their neighbors, particularly Turkey, 
especially on the PKK subject. 

 
In Bagdad, Nouri al-Maliki has bad relations with the president of the autonomous 

region of Kurdistan, Massoud Barzani. He'll probably need the Kurds however if he wants to 
hold on to power and the Prime Minister’s post after the general election in January 2010. 
Thus, in the eyes of the Kurds, Maliki’s room to maneuver is considerably reduced, unless of 
course he manages to find other coalition partners (such as Iyad Alawi or Salih al-Mutlaq), 
win a majority and thus continue to rule. 

 
"We're working very hard to calm the tensions in the North ", says General Lanza. A 

committee has been formed with senior American military officials, representatives of the 
KRG and officials from the central government in Bagdad to discuss initiatives and potential 
solutions. But as times passes, the rift between Arabs and Kurds in the North is growing. 

 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 Salaam,   
NCCI Team 
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The pick of the weeks articles on the Iraq context: 
 
Iraq Crisis Report 
Centre of Excellence on Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance, 19th October 
2009 
Iraqi Members of Parliament signed a deal on Tuesday (October-13), allowing up to 100 British Royal Navy 
trainers to return to Iraq to assist the Iraqi Navy in protecting Iraq southern oil ports, an area where Iraq is 
lacking sufficient security, the Associated Press (AP) reported. The approved security agreement comes months 
after 100-150 British troops moved to Kuwait when their UN mandate, allowing them to legally operate in Iraq, 
expired during the Iraqi parliamentarians summer break. The new agreement allows British troops to stay for 
one year to provide protection to oil sites and train Iraqi forces. British military operations will be limited to 
strictly naval operations at the southern port of Umm Qasr in Basrah province, according to Jabir Kahlifa Jabir 
from the parliamentarian's oil and gas committee. 
 
A Closed Assembly Will Produce a Closed List 
Iraq and Gulf Analysis, 16th October 2009 
The Iraqi parliament has adjourned again for the weekend, ignoring the demand from the Iraqi elections 
commission for a legal framework for the next parliamentary elections by today’s deadline. That deadline in 
turn reflected the time needed to make practical preparations for elections to be held on 16 January 2010, the 
day singled out by the Iraqi federal Supreme Court as the last possible date for holding new elections within the 
constitutional framework. For now, there is talk about resuming the debate when parliament reconvenes on 
Sunday, with a possible vote on Monday. 
 
Al-maliki strengthens new coalition 
Niqash, 16th October 2009 
Following Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s recent announcement that he will compete in upcoming 
parliamentary elections as head of the State of Law coalition, political manoeuvring for influence among the 
main coalitions is well under way. The Prime Minister is moving to strengthen the coalition, quickly building 
bridges with new parties. Less than a week after his declaration, al-Maliki has already gained the support of 
defectors from the Shia led Iraqi National Alliance (INA) , seen by many as the Prime Minister’s biggest 
challenge in January’s elections. 
 
Iraq says 85,000 violently killed 
BBC News, 14th October 2009 
Just over 85,000 Iraqis were killed in Iraq between 2004 and 2008, according to the first estimate from the Iraqi 
government since the war began. The figure is based on death certificates issued by the ministry of health and 
included 15,000 unidentified bodies.  
It counts violent deaths of military, police and civilians, but does not include foreigners or insurgents. Previous 
attempts to calculate the number of dead have been controversial.  
 
Kurds fear new Turkish threats 
Niqash, 15th October 2009 
Iraq’s Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) is growing concerned after the Turkish parliament passed a 
motion extending by one year the government’s mandate to conduct cross-border military operations into Iraqi 
Kurdistan to pursue fighters from the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).According to Safeen Dizayee, head of 
international affairs for the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), the decision represents a direct threat to 
relations between the two sides.  
 
Kurds face political infighting in Kirkuk  
Niqash, 12th October 2009 
With parliamentary elections scheduled for January 2010 drawing near, Kurdish parties are preparing to launch 
the race from Kirkuk province. In addition to the fierce competition between the four ethnic components in 
Kirkuk, there is an emerging competition, for the first time ever, between two Kurdish lists: the Kurdistan list, 
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composed of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), and the 
Change list headed by Nawshirwan Mustafa. 
 
 العراق: هل تقف مخلفات الحرب والتلوث وراء الزيادة في الوفيات بالسرطان؟
War remnants, pollution behind rise in cancer deaths? 
IRIN, 12th October 2009 

 بسبب هذا 2004 عامًا من البصرة، على أنها مصابة بسرطان الرئة وتوفيت عام 22هللا صابر، في أواخر التسعينيات تم تشخيص منال عبد ا
.المرض  

آانت إصابتها بالسرطان غريبة إذ لم يكن أحد من أقاربها مصابًا بالسرطان من قبل آما أن حالتها الصحية لم تكن : "وقال زوجها حسن نجم غانم
 يستطع أي من األطباء أن يحدد آيف أصيبت بالمرض ولكن معظمهم اعتقدوا أن السبب آان في الغالب لم... سيئة ولم تكن لديها عادات ضارة 

". تلوث الهواء والتربة والمياه  
In the late 1990s 22-year-old Manal Sabir Abdullah from Basra was diagnosed with lung cancer, from which 
she eventually died in 2004."Her cancer was bizarre as none of our relatives had cancer before and she had 
never had bad health or harmful habits," said her husband, Hassan Najim Ghanim. "None of the doctors could 
determine how she developed the disease but most believed it was probably caused by contaminated air, soil and 
water," he said. 
 

Humanitarian space: 
 
Iraq food prices analysis, Aug 2009 
IAU (Reliefweb), 31st August 2009 
Food prices in the local Iraqi markets have risen at a steeper rate than global food prices. Iraqi food prices 
doubled between 2004 and 2008, while global food prices rose by 73%. The steeper rise in domestic prices was 
influenced by the rise in international food prices and an 800% rise in domestic fuel and light prices during the 
same period. It is possible that a future decrease in fuel costs would not lead to a proportionate decline in food 
prices.  
 
Review of the engagement of NGOs with the humanitarian reform process: 
Synthesis report 
ICVA (Reliefweb), 07th October  2009 
This report analyses the current state of global humanitarian reform efforts from an NGO perspective by 
synthesising a series of mapping studies carried out between November 2008 and February 2009 that looked at 
humanitarian reform in five different countries: Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, 
Sudan and Zimbabwe. Lessons from other contexts are also brought in to strengthen the analysis and provide an 
overview of humanitarian reform.  
 
Report on the participation of women in Iraq’s elections 
UNDP (Reliefweb) 
In The Iraqi Provincial Election Study (YouGov 2009), which explored voting behaviour at the provincial 
elections, on the whole, fewer women said they were likely to vote in the Provincial Elections than men. This 
was particularly pronounced for younger women.  
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Schedule Updates 
. 

 
 None 

Upcoming important dates 
 

 None 
 

Updates & Announcements 
If you have an announcement, if you are aware of meetings, events, humanitarian update or if you would like to make known some 

information, please send details to webmanager@ncciraq.org 
 
 
The new NCCI website is now online. Please note that some parts of the website are still under 
construction. Sorry for the inconvenience.  
 

 A number of NGOs have vacancies for positions in Iraq. Further information can be found 
here. 

 
 CVs can be uploaded here 

 
 CVs can be checked here 

 
 Employment opportunities can be examined here 

 
 


